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Chase is charged with hit and run
(property), first-degree criminal mischief,
criminal trespassing while in posses-
sion of a firearm, first-degree disorderly
conduct and improper use of 911.

According to court records, in 1997
Chase, then living in Baker City, was
arrested in Union County on charges of
first-degree aggravated animal abuse,
possession of a controlled substance and
second-degree criminal mischief.

He did not go to trial, however, after
it was determined that he had a mental
disease or defect and was unable to stand
trial.

Baker County Undersheriff Jef Van
Arsdall said sheriff’s deputies had a “con-
tact” with Chase — he wasn't arrested
— in November 2017. Van Arsdall didn't
have details of that contact.

He said the Sheriff’s Office has a record
of only one other contact with Chase,
which also didn’t result in an arrest, from
2014.

The Northeast Oregon Regional
SWAT team was called out about 2:34
p.m., after officers from the Sheriff’s
Office and the Baker City Police De-
partment had tried, without success, to
persuade Chase to exit the converted
school bus he was driving, according to
the Sheriff’s Office.

He had driven to the east side of the
airport, where he parked and stayed
inside the bus.

The airport is about 3 miles north of

Baker City, and just east of Interstate 84.

The SWAT members arrested Chase
“without incident” after he “willingly”
walked out of the bus, Van Arsdall said.

Police found firearms inside the bus.

Reports to police about Chase actu-
ally started early Tuesday in Halfway,
where Chase allegedly drove into a shop
or garage at Pine Telephone Co., Van
Arsdall said.

That incident prompted the hit and
run charge.

Van Arsdall said Chase had spent
much time in the Oxbow and Homestead
areas at the eastern end of Baker County
near the Idaho border.

Baker City Police received a complaint
about Chase from McDonald’s in Baker
City later Tuesday morning, and his bus
was also seen on Windmill Lane just east
of the Campbell Street interchange, Van
Arsdall said.

Chase arrived at the airport around
8:30 a.m. Tuesday.

Dustin Stephens, the chief pilot for
Baker Aircraft, which runs the fueling,
flight instruction and other services at
the city-owned airport, said he watched
the bus drive onto a taxiway beside the
airport’s main runway. That’s an area
open only to aircraft, Stephens said.

He said he and two other employees
drove out to talk to the driver of the
bus, who rolled down the window and
“started screaming at us,” Stephens said.

He said the man told the Baker Air-
craft employees that a “big jet” was com-
ing to pick him up, and that the plane
would also haul away his bus.

Stephens said the man claimed to
have “nuclear” materials on the bus.

Stephens said the man drove away;
the bus going fast enough that when he
turned the vehicle tipped significantly.

Police closed the airport as well as
South Airport Lane, which leads to the
airport entrance.

Troy Woydziak, Baker Aircraft owner,
said he issued a notice to pilots alerting
them to the closure. He re-opened the
airport Tuesday evening.

The Baker City Airport has three
runways, but depending on the amount
of snow, at times only the main runway is
open, Woydziak said.

He said air traffic volumes vary, but on
a typical winter day three to 10 planes
land per day, most seeking fuel.

Woydziak said he wouldnt have
expected more than two private plans to
land Tuesday because of the cloud cover.

He said a flight instructor and student
pilot were practicing landings and take-
offs Tuesday morning when Chase drove
his bus onto the airport.

Woydziak said he radioed the instruc-
tor, who landed on one of the secondary
runways. Baker Aircraft employees then
drove out to pick up the instructor and
student.

In addition to the Sheriff’s Office,
Baker City Police and the regional SWAT
team, agencies involved in the incident
included the Baker City Fire Depart-
ment, Baker Aircraft, Baker County
Road Department, Baker County Emer-
gency Management, and New Directions
Northwest.
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Baker FFA chapter president to be
featured on RFD-TV program

Ty Morrison, Baker FFA chapter president, will be
featured on a segment titled “Chapter
Tribute” of the “This Week in Agribusi-
ness” program on RFD-TV Saturday and
Sunday.

Morrison was interviewed during this
year’s National FFA Convention, said
Bibiana Gifft, Baker FFA adviser. He
talked about the Baker community, the
Baker FFA chapter and activities he’s involved in
through FFA, she said.

The program will air at 6 a.m. PST on Saturday and
at 4 am. and 4 p.m. Sunday. RFD-TV airs via satellite
on Dish Network Channel 231 and DIRECTV Chan-
nel 345. More information is available at www.rfdtv.
com

Jared Miller earns perfect 4.0 GPA at
South Dakota State University

BROOKINGS, S.D.— Jared Christopher Miller of
Baker City earned a perfect 4.0 GPA for the fall 2018
semester at South Dakota State University.

Miller is a student in the Jerome J. Lahr College of
Engineering. He is the son of Chris and Holly Miller of
Baker City. (Holly Miller’s first name was incorrect in
Monday’s issue.)

Baker City Police patrol officer among
graudates from DPSST Academy

Johnathan Parsons of the Baker City Police Depart-
ment is a member of the 384th group to graduate from
the Basic Police Class at the Oregon Department of
Public Safety Standards and Training.

Baker City Parks and Recreation Board
meeting Jan. 22 to discuss master plan

Baker City’s Parks and Recreation Board will meet
Jan. 22 at 5:15 p.m. at City Hall, 1655 First St.

Agenda items include updating the community
survey for the city’s parks master plan, and a design for
a sign at Central Park.

Free six-week workshops for small
business owners planned this winter

The Northeast Oregon Economic Development
District is offering a free six-week series of workshops
designed to help entrepreneurs and small business
OWTers.

Lisa Dawson has taught the “Business Foundations”
workshops for more than a decade.

The classes will take place on Wednesdays 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. at Launch Pad Baker, 2019 Main St. The schedule:

¢ Jan. 16,23 and 30

¢ Feb. 6,13 and 27 (no class on Feb. 20)

Topics that will be covered:

¢ Gaining Perspective: Consider your business
concept.

¢ Laying the Foundation: Define line of business and
analyze financial essentials, from overhead costs to
break-even point.

¢ Getting into the Flow: Cover the financial es-
sentials of cash flow, sales forecasting, and financial
documents.

¢ Mission and Markets: Revisit mission, discuss mar-
ket research, and identify competitors in order to align
with target markets.

¢ Get the Word Out: Discuss creative marketing
strategies and give peer feedback on marketing materi-
als.

¢ Goodbye and Good Luck: Present your business
plan, share final pitch, and plan for next steps.

Registration is required by Jan. 11. To register go to
www.neoedd.org

Baker City Farmers Market annual
membership meeting set for Jan. 22

The annual membership meeting for the Baker City
Farmers Market is set for Jan. 22 at 6 p.m. at the Baker
County Library, 2400 Resort St.

Baker City Airport Commission meets
Jan. 14 to discuss air service proposal

The Baker City Airport Commission will meet Jan.
14 at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall, 1655 First St.

Community Connection of Northeast
Oregon seeks Baker Co. board member

Community Connection is seeking a volunteer from
Baker County to serve on the board of directors for
the nonprofit organization that operates the Senior
Center as well as food, housing, energy assistance and
transportation programs.

The board member will represent the private sector.
Anyone interested in volunteering is asked to call
Dianne Wright at 541-963-3186 or by email at diana@

Morrison
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> Computer Repair

Any issve $40 flat rate
Call or Text 24/7

Dale Bogardus 541-297-5831

Let’s upgrade your computer

to make it fagter!

www.outstandingcomputerrepair.com ;
Refurbished Desktop & Laptops For Sale |
House calls (let me come to you!) 1
Drop Offs & Remote Services are Available .
Office Hours 7am-7pm ¢ Monday-Saturday :
Prastercary 1




