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DHS tries
to hide its
failures

So much for the idea that the Oregon Legislature
could spur improvements in the state’s failing child
protection system by passing a law.

Lawmakers did their part in 2017 when they
passed Senate Bill 819. It requires the state Depart-
ment of Human Services to investigate the death
of any child who'd had contact with child protective
services in the previous year, if the death might have
resulted from abuse or neglect. The law requires the
state to write a report of the investigation and to
make it public.

The state hasn’t complied with the new law.

And as a recent story in The Oregonian shows,
failures are far more common than successes.

The Portland newspaper reported that the Depart-
ment of Human Services this summer finished just
11 percent of child welfare investigations within the
prescribed time frame. Federal standards call for a
90-percent compliance rate.

But rather than concede their failings, state of-
ficials contend that so long as they’re working on an
internal review of a child’s death, the 2017 law gives
them an indefinite amount of time to make reports
available to the public.

State Sen. Sara Gelser, D-Corvallis, who supported
the 2017 law, said officials who interpret the law
in that way are ignoring one of its main purposes,
which is to ensure the public can track the child
welfare system’s progress.

“Without publishing those (reports), there is no
way for the public to know the department is follow-
ing the statute,” Gelser said.

The state’s sluggish response could have financial
motivations, as well. Families who want to file a
wrongful death lawsuit against the state generally
have to do so within one year of a child’s death, but if
investigation reports aren’t available it could be dif-
ficult for a potential plaintiff to determine whether
there is a legal basis for such a suit.

DHS has a difficult job. But it’s also a vital job, and
state officials have a moral and legal obligation to
conduct their work, with reasonable exceptions to
protect individuals’ privacy, in the public’s purview.

— Jayson Jacoby, Baker City Herald editor
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‘Civil Cold War’ could heat up
in super blue Oregon

CNN’s Fareed Zakaria’s show on
Sunday, Nov. 25, was about the left’s
favorite topic, gun control. The video
of Australia’s destruction of 600,000
semi-auto loading rifles and pump ac-
tion shotguns was enough to make the
far left want to saddle up their unicorns
and take a ride over the rainbow. Get
on with disarmament and there will
be peace, love and harmony. All you
have to do to believe that is ignore all of
world history.

Hillary Clinton says she will run
again. She lost for several reasons
but two come to mind. First, she loves
Australia’s gun control laws and sec-
ondly, she thinks that in this overpopu-
lated country we need to build bridges
instead of walls and let in more illegal
aliens — sorry “undocumented work-
ers.”

I have heard the term, “civil cold war”
to describe the urban-rural divide over
guns and borders. The time is coming
when it won’t be so civil or cold if the

left keeps pushing. Oregon being super
blue just might illustrate that point
during the next legislative session.
Steve Culley
Baker City

Column highlights media
hypocrisy on Trump

I recently read a column in the Her-
ald from a writer in Texas named John
Crisp. He starts out saying that Trump
has a picture in the White House that
is in bad taste. He uses a couple of big
words to impress people, as some writ-
ers do. He goes on to say that we have
probably seen the picture. I don’t care to
see the picture, or Washington, D.C., or
Texas for that matter. By the way, does
this guy have a habit of telling people
what and where they can hang their
pictures?

The column goes on to say that
Trump was not in the military so he
may not be right to lead the armed
forces. Anyone remember Franklin
Roosevelt? He was not a soldier and
was dealing with the Japanese while

their warships were heading to Hawaii
that cost 2,400 lives at first strike. How
about Bill Clinton, the draft dodger
among other things. The Clintons sent
900 government people down to Waco,
Texas, killed around 80 people, includ-
ing 24 kids, for nothing. No Democrat
B.S. excuses. Makes a guy proud of the
party. How about Kennedy? He was a
serviceman but took a beating in Cuba.
Then we have brave Obama drawing
the red line warning in Syria which Pu-
tin trampled and joined up with Syria.
Obama did nothing,

This writer also mentions that he
served in the military for modest pay.
I am sorry about that. I have three
grandsons and nephews in the service
and all making over $50,000 per year.
Some people would cry if hung with
a new rope. If you want to know what
Hillary would be like as president just
read the Cathy O'Brien story. Anything
else the writer would like to catch up
on?

Grover Mann
Baker City

Letters to the editor

¢ \We welcome letters on any issue of
public interest. Customer complaints about
specific businesses will not be printed.

¢ The Baker City Herald will not knowingly
print false or misleading claims. However,
we cannot verify the accuracy of all
statements in letters to the editor.

e Letters are limited to 350 words; longer
letters will be edited for length. Writers are
limited to one letter every 15 days.

*The writer must sign the letter and

include an address and phone number (for
verification only). Letters that do not include
this information cannot be published.

o | etters will be edited for brevity,
grammar, taste and legal reasons.

Mail: To the Editor, Baker City Herald,
PO. Box 807, Baker City, OR 97814
Email: news@bakercityherald.com
Fax: 541-523-6426

GUEST EDITORIAL

Unions should be fair with workers who try to quit

Editorial from The (Bend) Bulletin:

Quit cable and the cable company doesn’t
force you to keep paying for months on end.
Quit a job and your employer can’t force you
to keep working. Quit college and the school
can’t force you to pay for classes you won’t
attend.

But just try to quit a public employee
union in Oregon, and the union can keep
making the employee pay for membership —
sometimes for months on end.

Fair treatment for workers should be more
than a slogan for Oregon’s public employee
unions. When workers want to quit two of
the state’s largest public employee unions —
AFSCME Local 75 and the Service Employ-

ees International Union 503 — the unions
shouldn’t have schemes to compel them to
pay, anyway.

The Freedom Foundation and the National
Right to Work Foundation have filed suit
against the two unions in federal court.

The suit comes after the U.S. Supreme
Court’s Janus decision, which ruled on what
are called “fair-share” payments, Fair-share
payments allowed unions of public employees
to collect fees from people whom the union
represented in labor negotiations — even
if they weren’t members of the union and
didn’t want to be represented by the union.
The justification for fair-share payments is
that people who benefit from union repre-

sentation must pay for it even if they want
nothing to do with the union.

The Supreme Court ruled in Janus that
the practice is a violation of free speech
rights. Why should anyone be compelled to
support the activities of a group they don’t
want to?

A previous lawsuit has called on Oregon
unions to pay back employees for fair-share
fees paid before Janus. The new lawsuits are
an effort to stop the practice of not allowing
members of a union to cancel their member-
ship immediately.

For instance, when an employee at West-
ern Oregon University notified SEIU that
she was quitting on Nov. 1, SEIU wrote her

back saying she had signed an agreement as
part of her membership that she could not
quit except during a special membership pe-
riod. In her case, she would have to wait until
Aug. 19. Her union dues would continue to be
deducted from her paycheck until that time.
The plaintiffs argue that practice is illegal.
Because of the Janus decision, they argue
workers must give their consent before fees
are deducted. These workers are trying to
stop paying and the union won’t let them.
The unions should immediately stop seiz-
ing the money from the workers’ paychecks
and pay back what they have already taken.
That’s the only fair way to treat the workers.
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