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Mom stays close to married
son through a tracking app

Trump rejects key conclusion of
US government climate report

DEAR ABBY: I have been married to my
husband for five years. We live in the same
town as my in-laws, and for the most part, we
get along great. However, my mother-in-law
does something that makes me uneasy. She
uses an app to track my husband. She pres-
sured him into installing it right before our
wedding and has tracked him ever since.

Shelll often text or call him to ask why he’s
going to the store, or what he
was doing when he was late to
work, etc. Once he tried to re-
move the app, but she quickly
noticed and confronted him.
Abby, I have never seen her so
angry! My husband caved and reinstalled it.
Since then, he says it doesn’t really bother him
that she tracks him.

Part of me feels that if he wants to let his
mother track him, that’s his business. But an-
other part of me feels this is an invasion of my
privacy as well, since we are together much of
the time. It also worries me that he’s so quick
to cave to his mother’s demands, and that he
isn’t bothered by such an obuvious invasion of
privacy.

Am L wrong to be upset about this? What
can I do to get my mother-in-law to give us
some privacy?

— UNEASY IN KANSAS

DEAR UNEASY: You're not wrong. Your
husband should revoke the location permis-
sion on the app on his phone or delete it
altogether.

What his mother is doing is sick. She is
using the tracker as a substitute for the
umbilical cord that should have been severed
when her son was born. It’s a huge invasion
of your and your husband’s privacy.

He is so used to caving in to his mother
that he doesn’t have the strength to assert
himself. T do not think you should take your
mother-in-law on by yourself. Enlist the help
of a licensed marriage and family therapist
for suggestions about how to create some
separation, because that process may be
somewhat complicated.

DEAR ABBY: My relationship with my
boyfriend has been wonderful, except for
one issue. He wants us to have a three-way
with another woman. Even after I let him
know I'm not bisexual, he has suggested it

multiple times. Some of my previous partners
have suggested this as well, and it has left
me feeling as though I will never be enough.
1 consider it cheating, although they might
disagree because I would be involved.

I find this extremely hurtful. I love my
boyfriend and don’t want to end the relation-
ship, but I'm afraid I must because I don’t
want to be with someone I can never satisfy

(he has mentioned he plans to
propose).

DEAR What do you think? T wish
ABBY he had never asked me to do
this because it feels horrible.

If any male readers have
insight, Id love to hear from them as well.
— NOT ENOUGH
DEAR NOT ENOUGH: What your

boyfriend has suggested is a common male
fantasy. I can only wonder if he would react
the same way you have if you suggested a
threesome with him and another man.
Because this isn’t your cup of tea, you are
right to have refused. What concerns me is
what you think is going to happen if the two
of you should marry, because this issue will
not go away once the “I do’s” are over. As you
requested, I will let male readers weigh in on
this one, but personally, I think the time has
come to resume your search for Mr. Right.

DEAR ABBY: Christmas is nearly here,
and I'm concerned about my brother. I'm
afraid he blames himself for his 28-year-old
daughter’s suicide, which was by no means
his fault. This will be his first Christmas
without her. I don’t know what to do for him.
Any suggestions?

— CHALLENGED IN MICHIGAN

DEAR CHALLENGED: When a close fam-
ily member commits suicide, it is common for
survivors to experience a range of emotions.
Anger and guilt are two of them. If possible,
encourage your brother to spend Christmas
with you or other relatives. You should also
suggest he join a survivors support group.

The American Association of Suicidology
provides referrals to local self-help groups
for survivors of suicide. Its website is www.
suicidology.org. If he joins one, it will give him
a place to talk about his feelings with people
who will understand because they have
them, too.
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