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Obsession with politics turns
friendship into one-way street

DEAR ABBY: I have a friend who constant-
ly talks about all the negative politics going
on today. I'm sick of hearing it. It’s not because
I don’t care or disagree, but it has become the
topic of every conversation. She’s extremely de-
pressed, has major anxiety issues and, despite
seeing a therapist, her condition has not only
not improved, but has gotten worse.

I feel it has become a one-way conversa-
tion, and she’s not interested

lem, she calls my son and tells him about it,
and obuviously, only from her point of view.

I'm afraid irreparable damage has been
done to our relationship, and I don’t know
what to do. I have no other relatives. Please
aduvise.

— BROKENHEARTED IN TEXAS

DEAR BROKENHEARTED: I'm sorry
you are brokenhearted, but with time your

broken heart will heal. From

in listening to me. This is -3 your description of her, your
extremely upsetting because DEAR sister appears to be overbear-
my husband passed away ABBY ing and loose-lipped. Unless
two years ago, and she doesn’t you are willing to live accord-

want to hear about it. She

thinks it is less important since it “only a/ﬁzcts
me,” and I “should have gotten over it by now.”
My husband and I were married 30 years,
and his death was sudden and unexpected.

ing to her rules, what you
should do is hire someone to help you unpack
and begin cultivating relationships outside
the family that are less high-maintenance
than the one you have with your sister. If you

Please help me get through this difficult time. ~ do, 'm sure you will be much happier.
— OVERWHELMED IN IOWA
DEAR OVERWHELMED: Please accept DEAR ABBY: My 24-year-old daughter

my sympathy for the loss of your husband.
Because you are still grieving, and your
friend is unable to help you cope with your
sadness, it might help you to join a grief sup-
port group in which you can air those feelings
with others who understand.

As to your friendship with the troubled in-
dividual you wrote about, it might be health-
ier for you to step back for a time. You are
not equipped to handle — or help her handle
— her anxiety and depression. That’s her
therapist’s job, and unless you can pry her off
the topic of politics and on to something more
neutral, your time would be better spent with
people who are better balanced.

DEAR ABBY: I have one sister; who is 10
years my junior: I have always lived in a big
city; she lives on a ranch near a small town.
I'm widowed now and recently moved to
another town to be near my son.

On two occasions my sister has come to
help me with unpacking and has overruled
many of my decisions regarding what I will
keep or sell, where to put things, etc. When I
objected, she became emotional and left in a
huff:

She and her husband were coming to help
again, but beforehand she had already told
my son how they were planning to get things
done. Any time there’s even a hint of a prob-

and 21-year-old son work as banquet servers
at a local country club. Many of the receptions
at which they serve include guests consuming
large amounts of alcohol.

If an intoxicated male guest made sugges-
tive comments to my daughter or touched
her; he would be asked to leave the facility.
But what is my son supposed to do when an
intoxicated woman, usually much older than
he, pinches his backside and makes inappro-
priate comments or “invitations™?

My son isn't a prude. His sense of humor
allows him to “laugh it off” but it happens
often and he is becoming annoyed. In fact,
hell say, “Mom, it’s pretty gross!” Abby, what
are these women thinking? What should he
do to promote self-respect but not cause an
uncomfortable atmosphere for himself and
the guests?

— CURIOUS MOM IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR MOM.: The employee protection
rules are no different for males than they
are for females. What your son should do
first is document the incidents with dates,
times and the women involved. He should
then report their behavior to the banquet
supervisor at the country club. I'm sure the
person in charge will want to know, because if
the sexual harassment isn't stopped, it could
result in a very embarrassing — and possibly
costly — lawsuit against the club.

Subscriber ONLY Presale
Only $8 Each

(reg price $10.00 ea.)*

The bservver/s 27th Annual

liday Music Festis

«  « EOU Chamber Choir *
* African Drumr.ning EnSemble
45th Parallel
Grande Ronde Community Choir *
Grande Ronde Symphony Orchestra
Community Symphonic Band
EOU Fiddle Ensemble

ED
EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY

McKenzie Theatre  two performances
Saturday, December 1 - 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 2 - 3:00 p.m.
Adults $10.00 Seniors and Students $8.00

Tickets available at Red Cross Drug and The EOU
Bookstore. Advanced ticket purchase is highly recommended.

Koa Tamdly
Dertal Cate

Purchase tickets online for $10 each with credit card
at eou.edu/music.

Net proceeds benefit the music funds in the EOU Foundation.

For more information,
contact Peter Wordelman at 541-962-3352

*If you are a subscriber to The Observer you can
purchase your discounted tickets at The Observer office
from Monday, November 12 through Wednesday,
November 28, 2018.

Advance ticket purchase is highly recommended.
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. Don't know what to get your friend or loved one for the Holidays?

Get 25 issues
for just $21.00

THE OBSERVER

CALL 541-963-3161 TODAY!

Get 25

Give a gift that inspires, informs,
entertains, educates and more.

Give a gift subscription to
The Observer or Baker City Herald

*Includes full online access to Baker City Herald,
The Observer, and Bend Bulletin.

T

for just $19.00
Baker Citg Herald

CALL 541-523-3673 TODAY! M
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