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Daughter given everything
gives heartache in return

DEAR ABBY: Ever since high school, our
adult daughter has had mood swings. My
wife and I thought shed grow out of it as
she matured, but she hasn’t. At her request
we sent her to a university far away, and we
were proud that she earned her bachelor’s

degree. We thought independent living

would do the trick, but her personality and

behavior toward us didn’t change.

She’s an only child, and
we spoiled her — bought
her cars and paid for col-
lege. I asked her to try for

scholarships to help us out,
but she didn’t. She married

and had two wonderful kids, but her mood
swings persist. When I mentioned she see a
counselor or therapist as a way to get some

ing would be betraying my
friend J. Am I being a bad
DEAR  iifiena?
/| ABBY — TRIPPED UP IN THE
EAST
DEAR TRIPPED UP: A

this trip was going to happen next year.
Because the date wasn’t “set in stone” or
paid for until recently, my boyfriend thinks
I should have called it off He says I'm mak-
ing the trip and my friend a higher priority
than him, and his feelings are hurt. He
said if I was going with a female friend he
wouldn't care.

I still want to take the trip. I feel cancel-

“bad” girlfriend? No. An independent one,
yes. You say your boyfriend has known
about this from the beginning, so this

third-party advice and sort things out, she
hit the ceiling and told me I was the one
who needs therapy. Then she brought up
my flaws and my past drinking problem.

Granted, I have made mistakes, and I'm not

perfect, but I've learned and grown.

After 10 years she divorced her husband.

She got custody of the kids and the house.
Her divorce cost us a great deal of money.
Her authoritative and moody behavior is
affecting our grandchildren.

I love my daughter very much and

always have. If you were in my shoes, Abby,
what would you do for a more healthy and

loving relationship for all involved?

—STILL HER DAD IN FLORIDA

DEAR DAD: I would look back and
examine all the things I did to foster her
behavior. An example would be paying for

her divorce. Then I would stop doing them
and not resume until she agreed to consult
a psychotherapist about her mood swings.

Don’t do it for her or for yourself. Do it for
the sake of your grandchildren.

DEAR ABBY: Before I met my boyfriend
of eight months, I planned a 10-day Japan

vacation for next year with my best guy
friend, “J.” We have been friends for eight

years, and have never had any romantic in-
terest in each other. Both of us want to visit

Japan because it’s on our bucket list.

J and I were both single when we started

making plans. Then I met my boyfriend.

My boyfriend knew from the beginning that

wasn’t a surprise to him. If he was more
secure about himself and your relation-
ship, he would know that J isn’t a threat.
Not only should you take the trip, you
should also use the time away to decide if
you want a life partner as insecure as your

boyfriend appears to be.

DEAR ABBY: I met a woman online and
have had several dates with her, including
hikes to beautiful locations where I took
some pictures of her with her camera. Now
she has posted them on her dating profile.

I'm a little peeved about seeing photos I
took displayed on her profile — presum-
ably to attract other men — but I don't feel
we're close enough. yet to ask her to take

them down.

Am I being too sensitive? She says she
wants to continue dating others. Can you
tell me what you think would be an appro-
priate response from me, if any?

— SHUTTERBUG IN KINGSPORT,

DEAR SHUTTERBUG: You and this
lady have just met. If she wants to continue
dating others, that’s her privilege. That she
is using pictures you took of her as part of
her profile was a compliment to your skills,
but also a signal that she is not particu-

larly interested in you.

An appropriate response would be to tell
her she hurt your feelings, and for you to
continue dating other women because this
one does not appear to be “The One.”

TENN.

Port of Astoria scrambles for
new revenue for repairs

By Edward Stratton
The Daily Astorian

The Port of Astoria will
likely receive a fraction of the
money it tried to get from the
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency for storm
damage in 2015, throwing
into jeopardy the agency’s
plan for repairing a decaying
central waterfront and leav-
ing it to look for other sources
of revenue,

FEMA has offered nearly
13 million in damage.

Other city and county agen-
cies affected by the storms
have completed repairs and
received reimbursements,
albeit in much smaller
amounts.

The Port had hoped to
leverage 6 million in federal
funds, and vise versa, stretch-
ing the grants to pay for more
repairs.

But FEMA has so far
offered just under 368,000
in reimbursements the Port
has received so far, said Matt
McGrath, the Port’s director of
operations.

The biggest hit has come
on Pier 2, where the Port had
sought 8,000 for engineering
by FEMA, McGrath said.
Because much of the dam-
age was to the pier’s rock and
sheet pile walls under the
cover of docks, the Port has
not been able to show aerial
photographs of the condition
of the pier before and after
the storms, he said.

Port staff has estimated
about 7 million for the seafood
landing and processing dock
on Pier 2 and 2.5 million
annually for upkeep to the
mfrastructure, while the
agency’s budget allows for
about $1 million in mainte-
nance, McGrath said.

Jim Knight, the Port’s ex-
ecutive director, said FEMA's
decision was one of the last
blows in the Port’s efforts
to find the money to fix its
infrastructure.

“Tm publicly begging for
help,” Knight told the audi-
ence at a Port Commission
meeting Tuesday. “Our infra-
structure is failing. If we don’t
do something, it will be lost.”

The Port on Tuesday
opened the possibility of
charging new fees on passing
ships and seafood offloaded
at its docks to raise more rev-
enue. The idea is that seafood

processors would be charged
the fees and pass part of the
cost on to fishermen.

Michael Haglund, a mari-
time attorney contracted by
the Port to analyze its ability
to charge the new fees, said
the agency has broad author-
ity to charge fees within its
jurisdiction, which extends to
the Washington state side of
the Columbia River.

Kate Mickelson, head of the
Columbia River Steamship
Operators Association repre-
senting oceangoing vessels,
said the group hopes the Port
helps keep the region’s ports
competitive.

Seafood processors and
fishermen at the meeting
Tuesday immediately came

out against any new fees,

calling them another hit the
industry cannot afford and
warning that fishermen could
deliver to other ports to avoid
the additional costs.

Rob Seitz, a commercial
fisherman and co-owner of
South Bay Wild Fish House in
Astoria, delivers to Bornstein
Seafoods. Any potential fees
would hit him when he deliv-
ers to Bornstein and when he

buys from the processor for
his restaurant, he said.

Andrew Bornstein, part
of the family ownership of
Bornstein Seafoods, called
the proposed fees a bait and
switch. The processor, for-
merly located near downtown,
was recruited to the central
waterfront in the 2000s when
the Port was planning a sea-
food and boatyard cluster that
has since eroded.

The Port took out a 7 mil-
lion, Bornstein said.

“We never would have
signed up for that loan if we
knew this kind of conversa-
tion would happen,” Bornstein
told the Port Commission.

The Bellingham, Washing-
ton-based company, with sev-
eral locations along the coast,
has already begun pulling
back on investments planned
in Astoria and is wondering
whether it should extend local
leases, Bornstein said.

“We own our building in
Newport,” he said. “Maybe we
need to put all our eggs in the
Newport facility”

Knight and Port commis-
sioners lamented even having
to consider new fees but said
the Port does not gather much
tax revenue and is running
out of options to keep the
agency’s docks operational.

Port Commissioner Dirk
Rohne called for a multifac-
eted approach to get more
money, from potential new
fees and public-private devel-
opment projects to selling off
nonessential property.

“I'm not a proponent at this
point of charging fishermen
more fees, but if that were
to be a conversation, then I
think we have to say where
the money is going in great
specificity,” Rohne said.
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. Don't know what to gg your friend or lgxed one for the Holidays?

Give a gift that inspires, informs,
entertains, educates and more.

Get 25 issues

Give a gift subscription to
The Observer or Baker City Herald

*Includes full online access to Baker City Herald,

The Observer, and Bend Bulletin.
B

for just $21.00
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Get 25 issues
for just $19.00 \
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