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TWO COMPANIES OPEN ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF FIRST STREET

Baker Gity's new mortgage row?

One current firm moves into a new office, while the other opens a Baker City branch

By Casey Crowley
ccrowley@bakercityherald.com

Two mortgage compa-
nies have moved to the
1900 block of First Street,
between Washington and
Court avenues.

One is opening a new
branch in Baker City, while
the other is an existing
firm that moved to a new
location.

The new company is Pa-
cific Residential Mortgage.

It’s been operating in
Baker City since July but
had its grand opening on
Thursday at 1934 Main St.

The business is on the
east side of First Street,
across the street from Pacif-
ic Intermountain Mortgage
Company, which moved into
its newly remodeled office
at 1915 First St. on Oct. 12.

The building is the former
office of the Baker City
Herald.

“Tt was kind of weird that
here we open two business-
es with similar names right
across the street from each
other,” said Mike Ogan, loan
officer for Pacific Inter-
mountain (PIMC).

The companies even used
the same caterer for their
grand opening events.

PIMC had an open house
this morning featuring
speakers who discussed lo-
cal issues such as the Forest
Service’s Blue Mountain
Forest Plan revision and re-
search into the interactions

“It was kind of weird that here we open
two businesses with similar names right
across the street from each other.”

— Mike Ogan, loan officer, Pacific
Intermountain Mortgage Company

between wolves and cattle.

Despite their similar
names and their proximity,
the two companies have
different focuses. Pacific
Residential (PRM) offers
residential loans while
PIMC) offers loans for
farms and ranches.

PRM has about 18 loca-
tions in the West, with the
majority in Oregon. The
company is based in Lake
Oswego and was started in
2005.

The Baker City branch is
managed by Scott Holm-
berg, the company’s East-
ern Oregon area manager.
Holmberg also manages the
company’s branches in Red-
mond and Bend. Holmberg
is at the Baker branch at
least once or twice a month.

The decision for PRM
to open up a branch in
Baker came after Holmberg
visited a number of towns
in the area about two years
ago, including La Grande,
Pendleton, Baker City and
John Day.

“We made some really
good connections in Baker
and decided to open up
a branch,” he said. It's a
natural fit for us, we like

being involved in commu-
nities. We are very big on
creating a relationship with
our clients and taking care
of them.”

The new branch has one
full-time employee, Morgan
Brinton, a team banker
who was born and raised in
Baker City and is a fifth-
generation local resident.

She returned to Baker
City in 2014 after living
elsewhere for 11 years.

Before working for PRM,
Brinton worked for a Baker
City bank. She has more
than 13 years of experience
in the financial industry
and has worked in mort-
gage lending since 2016. In
May of this year PRM hired
Brinton after she expressed
interest in the position.

Holmberg said the com-
pany decided to schedule
the open house Thursday
because many local resi-
dents are busy hunting dur-
ing September and October.

“We want to make sure
that everyone knows that
we are part of the commu-
nity,” Holmberg said. “We
wanted to make sure that
we timed it in a situation
where we can gather the

most amount of our clients
and referral partners so
that we can celebrate the
opening.”

PIMC has been operat-
ing in Baker City since
1996, serving borrowers in
Oregon, Washington, Idaho
and Nevada.

Prior to moving to the
First Street office, the
company’s five employees
had been working from
a two-bedroom house on
Main Street for more than
a decade.

“We outgrew the build-
ing and we
are hoping to
expand and
have additional
employees,”
said Lisa How-
arth, a loan
officer with the
company who has been with
PIMC since 2003.

PIMC bought the build-
ing in May. The structure
was remodeled during the
summer and early fall.

“One thing that we have
struggled with is gettmg
our name —
known, espe-
cially locally
a lot of people
don’t know who
we are and
where we are
located and we
have a great opportunity
right now to showcase our-
selves,” said Cassie John-
son, a loan officer for PIMC.

Howarth

Johnson

Pot sellers ready if Ontario voters repeal han

ONTARIO (AP) — Would-be recre-
ational marijuana retailers are lining
up outside Ontario’s planning offices
so they can nab retail licenses should
voters repeal a ban on pot sales within

city limits.

The City Council recently voted to
impose a 1,000-foot buffer on adult use

passes Tuesday.

with the line.

Volunteers made
trick or treat event a
success for everyone
The Downtown Trick or
Treat Event was another
great collaborative effort
from local businesses and
community groups to provide
a safe and family friendly
event. Baker City Kiwanis
was proud to organize the
event this year and we want
to thank all of the par-
ticipants and volunteers who
eagerly purchased bags and
bags of candy and brought
their Halloween “props” to
decorate our Main Street.
Not only does this event
provide a safe place for our
children to trick or treat,
it gives us a chance to hug
our friends and neighbors
and watch the joyous look
on the children’s faces both
young and old. A community
with volunteers is vital to
the success of any event and
Baker City Kiwanis could
not survive without those
who volunteered with us. We
want to give a special thanks
to the Baker City Public
Works Department for deliv-
ering the street closure signs
and providing us with our
safety gear and the Baker
Police Department for their
presence. Thanks everyone,
my heart is full today.
Debbie Poe
President, Baker City
Kiwanis

Honoring veterans
includes helping with
end-of-life care
Americans across the
country celebrate Veterans
Day on Nov. 11, a special day
to salute the men and women
who have bravely served our
country in the military.
These fellow Americans
have made profound sacri-
fices in defense of freedom

and they deserve our heart-
felt thanks and apprecia-
tion. Honoring our nation’s
veterans includes supporting
them throughout their entire
lives, especially at the end.

As our nation marks Vet-
erans Day on Nov. 11, Heart
'n Home Hospice wants to
share its commitment to
increase veterans’ access to
compassionate, high qual-
ity hospice care for those
who are facing serious and
life-limiting illness. As part
of this commitment, Heart
'n Home Hospice is a part of
an innovative program, We
Honor Veterans, developed
by the National Hospice and
Palliative Care Organization
in collaboration with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.
Through We Honor Veterans,
we are ensuring that our
organization is equipped to
address the unique needs of
our nation’s veterans.

It surprises many Ameri-
cans to learn that every day,
1,800 veterans die. That’s

marijuana stores, which means there
will only be space for about 15 stores
if the local measure to repeal the ban

The Argus Observer reports that
city planners are unsure of how to deal

If the measure passes, people might
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remain in line until Jan. 2 — the first
day the city would issue licenses.
Measure 23-61 would allow the sale

of recreational marijuana with a 3

percent sales tax.
Ontario is near the Idaho border. The

nearest current marijuana retailers are

two in Huntington, in Baker County.

more than 680,000 veterans
every year — or 25 percent of
all the people who die in this
country annually. A genera-
tion of World War IT and Ko-
rean War veterans are facing
end-of-life care decisions now,
and they are quickly being
followed by younger Vietnam
War veterans, many of whom
are confronting serious ill-
nesses at an even earlier age.

The liberty that we, as
US. citizens, enjoy comes at
a price paid by these valiant
men and women. Let each
of us make sure we do our
part to recognize and support
them throughout their lives.

If you know a veteran who
is in need of the special care
hospice brings to people fac-
ing serious and life-limiting
illness, please reach out and
help them learn more about
the services that hospice
can provide. Contact us at
gohospice.com to learn more
about the ways we support
our nation’s heroes.

To all our nation’s veter-

Bet excited about how well
your computer rung!

www.outstandingcomputerrepair.com
Refurbished Desktop & Laptops For Sale
House calls (let me come to youl)
Drop Offs & Remote Services are Available
Office Hours 7Zam-7pm ¢ Monday-Saturday

ans, thank you.
Kandice Dickinson
Heart ’N Home Hospice

—— LocAL BRIEFING ——

List of Baker County drop-off sites for
mail ballots for Nov. 6 election

Although Nov. 6 at 8 p.m. is the deadline to vote, elec-
tions officials say voters who haven't already sent their
ballots should take them to a drop site rather than put
them in a mailbox to ensure they’re counted. Ballots
must arrive by the deadline, and postmarks don’t
count. There are several options in Baker County.

¢ County clerk’s office, Suite 150 in the Courthouse,
1995 Third St. in Baker City. The office is open week-
days from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on election day, Nov. 6,
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

¢ Drive-in drop site, on the west side of the Court-
house, off Fourth Street, open every day, 24 hours a day,
up to 8 p.m. on election day.

¢ Community Connection Senior Center, 2810 Cedar
St., open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30
p-m. to 4 p.m., and on election day from 8 a.m. to 12:30
p-m. and 1:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Sites outside Baker City:

¢ Halfway City Hall, 155B, East Record Street, open
Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to noon and 1
p-m. to 4 p.m., and on election day from 8 a.m. to noon
and 1 p.m. to 8 pm.

¢ Huntington City Hall, 50 East Adams St., Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to noon and
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.; Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and
on election day from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

¢ Richland City Hall, 89 Main St., Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon and on election day from 8
a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Baker County Seniors fall bazaar Saturday

The Seniors at Community Connection will have
their 23rd-annual Fall Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 3, from
9 am. to 2 p.m. at the Senior Center, 2810 Cedar St.

There will be 38 vendor tables displaying handcrafts,
food, collectibles and a variety of gifts. St. Alphonsus
Hospital Auxiliary will have several tables with food
and crafts as part of its fundraising program.

Joe Hayes, Community Connection manager, said
there will also be a luncheon featuring taco salad
served from noon to 1 p.m. for a minimal charge.

Classes for people caring for those with
dementia or Alzheimer’s set for Nov. 5

Continuing education classes for people caring for
others with dementia or Alzheimer’s disease will be
presented during the Nov. 5 meeting of the Baker
County Caregiver Support Group.

The meeting begins at 11:30 a.m. in the conference
room of St. Luke’s Eastern Oregon Medical Associates,
3950 17th St. Meetings continue on the first Monday of
each month at the same time and place.

Rod Harwood of Pendleton will continue the lessons
for the next six months, said Gloria Schott, organizer
of the group. Professional caregivers employed in the
community are invited to attend during their lunch
hour, she said.

Eastern Oregon Regional Theater plans
auditions Monday for Christmas shows

Eastern Oregon Regional Theater will hold auditions
Monday, Nov. 5, for its Christmas shows. Interested ac-
tors can arrive at 6 p.m. at the Iron Gate Theater, 2101
Main St.

The Christmas shows will be a double feature. A cast
of 10 youth is needed for “Great Christmas Strike,” and
“The Plight Before Christmas” needs four men and
three women.
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Friday, November 30, 2018
530 p.m,—1 1300 pm;
Cocktails 5:30 p.m. ~ Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Tickets: $60 per person
Buffet Sit Down Dinner, No—host Bar,

Silent & Live Auction
Dance to live music of the “High Street Band” following the auction! !
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Tickets Available at Betty’s Books, The Sycamore Tree and
Saint Alphonsus Medical Center—Baker City

Events are held at the
. Baker County Event
t Center
2600 East Street

9 Baker City, Oregon
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SAINT ALPHONSUS FOUNDATION—BAKER CITY,
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO

FESTIVAL OF TREES 2018

Preview Among the Trees
Thursday, November 29, 2018
6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.
Tickets: $15 per person
Hors d’oeuvres, No—host Bar,
Silent Auction

Saturday, December 1,
10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Canned food or unwrapped toy
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