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Man learns he may have a
son he never knew about

constantly checking her texts and social media.

DEAR ABBY: I have been married for 27

years and have three wonderful kids. The

youngest is 16.

Please advise.

I'recently found out I may have another son

from a relationship prior to my marriage. The

woman never notified me or asked for child

support. I found out through someone else a

couple of months ago and, thanks to social
media, was able to find him and look at his

picture. He looks exactly like
did 25 years ago.

The problem is, when I men-
tioned it to my wife, she did not
want to discuss the possibility.
She acts like nothing happened

and asked me not to bring it up again. What

would you recommend in a situation like this?
Should 1 say nothing and let it be, or risk ruin-

ing my marriage?

— USED INTEXAS

DEAR USED: You are a caring, loving,

responsible mother and grandmother. How-
ever, you are also an enabler. You are allowing
yourself to be used.

Your daughter appears to be immature and

centered entirely on herself It is NOT “normal”

DEAR
ABBY

for a mother to be out social-
izing as often as your daughter
is. To ignore her children in
favor of social media to the
extent that you described is
neglectful. You are entitled to a

life of your own, so stop doing your daughter’s

— VACILLATING IN VIRGINIA

DEAR VACILLATING: I find it interesting
that someone would know you possibly had
another son all this time and didn’t say any-

job as much as you have been and start doing
some things for yourself.

DEAR ABBY: I have been married to “Sam”
for 20 years. He is a wonderful husband and

provider. When I married Sam, we had noth-
ing; now we have a home and rental properties,

thing sooner. Ifit’s true, the young man might

like to know; if only so he can have a complete

familial medical history.

My family seems to be jealous of the financial
success we have achieved, My siblings make

snide comments and have pulled away.

I don't see how establishing the truth could
“ruin” your marriage unless your wife is

self-centered and immature. However, rather

than suddenly appear out of nowhere with

the news, it might be better to reach out to the

woman you had the relationship with, tell her

what the friend told you and ask her if it's true.
If she concealed the information from her

It came to a head the other night when my

youngest sister announced to the family that I
had gone online and anonymously threatened
her family. Abby, I have never been anything

but kind to them. They have an open invitation
to visit our home and swim, and I have even
bought her children clothing and shoes when

she was unable to.

son or from the man who raised him, possibly

thinking the boy was his, it could be traumatic
for everyone concerned. So, if you do decide to
move forward on this, explain that if it’s true,
you think it might be in her son’s best interests

to know.

DEAR ABBY: My daughter; a widow,

started going out with men she meets on dating
websites last year: She has three children; the

youngest is 10. She has a full-time job and

doesn’t smoke, drink or use drugs. She goes out

five to seven times a week.

1 have all the responsibility for the children’s
care, school, church, laundry, cooking, etc. I'm
feeling very overburdened. While I don’t mind

I don't understand this, and I'm very hurt,
Please help me to put this in perspective, be-

cause I am fully aware that money cannot buy
happiness - happiness comes from family and

loved ones.

— WRONGLY ACCUSED IN
ARKANSAS

DEAR WRONGLY ACCUSED: Your sister
may be jealous, may have mental problems

— or may just have a need to be the center of
attention. Since you have been generous with

her, it may be time to realize that loving rela-

tionships are reciprocal. If your relatives are

put off by what you and your husband have

accomplished, the problem is really theirs, and

you can’t fix it.

doing all these things, I feel taken advantage of.

Am Lwrong or is it now normal for a mother
to go out that much? When she’s home, she’s

PS. If your sister did, in fact, receive a

threatening e-mail, rather than accusing you,
she should have informed the police.

Fast-moving Hurricane Michael
menaces Florida Panhandle

By Brendan Farrington and
Tamara Lush
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.— A
fast and furious Hurricane
Michael sped toward the
Florida Panhandle on Tues-
day with 120 mph winds and
a potential storm surge of 13
feet, giving tens of thousands
of people precious little time
to get out or board up.

Drawing energy from the
warm waters of the Gulf of
Mexico, the storm strength-
ened rapidly into a potentially
devastating Category 3 by
evening, It was expected to
blow ashore around midday
Wednesday near Panama
City Beach, along a lightly
populated stretch of fish-
ing villages and white-sand
spring-break beaches.

While Florence took five
days between the time it
turned into a hurricane and
the moment it rolled into
the Carolinas, Michael gave
Florida what amounted to
two days’ notice. It developed
into a hurricane on Monday,
and by Tuesday, more than
180,000 people were under
mandatory evacuation orders.

“We don’t know if it’s going
to wipe out our house or not,”
Jason McDonald, of Panama
City, said as he and his wife
drove north into Alabama
with their two children, ages
5 and 7.“We want to get them
out of the way.”

Coastal residents rushed
to board up their homes and
stock up on bottled water and
other supplies.

As of 5 p.m., Michael was
295 miles (470 kilometers)
south of Panama City, speed-
ing northward at 12 mph
(19 kph). Hurricane-force
winds extended outward 45

miles (75 kilometers) from its
center.

Florida Gov. Rick Scott
warned it was a “monstrous
hurricane,” and his Democrat-
ic opponent for the Senate,
Sen. Bill Nelson, said a “wall
of water” could cause destruc-
tion along the Panhandle.

“Don’t think that you can
ride this out if youre in a
low-lying area,” Nelson said
on CNN.

But some officials were
worried by what they weren't
seeing — a rush of evacuees.

“I am not seeing the level of
traffic on the roadways that
I'would expect when we've
called for the evacuation of 75
percent of this county,” Bay
County Sheriff Tommy Ford
said.

Aja Kemp, 36, planned to
stay in her mobile home in
Crawfordville. She worked
all night stocking shelves at a
big-box store that was closing
later Tuesday, then got to
work securing her yard.

Kemp said the hill totaled
over $800 when she and her
family fled Hurricane Irma’s
uncertain path last year.

“Tjust can’t bring myself
to spend that much money,”
she said. “We've got supplies
to last us a week. Plenty of
water. I made sure weve got
clean clothes. We got every-
thing tied down.”

In the dangerously exposed
coastal town of Apalachicola,
population 2,500, Sally Crown
planned to go home and hun-
ker down with her two dogs.

“We've been through this
before,” she said. “This might
be really bad and serious. But
in my experience, it’'s always
blown way out of proportion.”

Mandatory evacuation
orders went into effect in

Panama City Beach and other
low-lying areas in the storm’s
path. That included Pensacola
Beach but not in Pensacola
itself, a city of about 54,000.

Forecasters said parts of
the Panhandle and Florida’s
marshy, lightly populated
Big Bend area — the crook of
Florida’s elbow — could see 9
to 13 feet (2.7 to 4 meters) of
storm surge.

About 20 miles in from
the coast, in Tallahassee, the
state capital, people rushed to
fill their gas tanks and grab
supplies. Many gas stations
in Tallahassee had run out of
fuel, including the Quick N’
Save, which was also stripped
clean of bottled water and
down to about two dozen bags
of ice.

Tallahassee Mayor Andrew
Gillum, Florida’s Democratic
nominee for governor, helped
people fill sandbags.

Several people were taken
by van from coastal Wakulla
County to Tallahassee’s Leon
County to the north. Wakulla
County’s shelters are not
considered reliable against
storms stronger than a Cat-
egory 2.

Annette Strickland, 75,
arrived at a Tallahassee high
school. While glad to have
a safe place to ride out the
storm, she wasn’t happy that
her home county couldn’t
provide shelter.

“I feel like that they
should've provided some-
thing,” she said. “That’s just
me. [ don’t want to be ugly”

Michael could dump up to
a foot (30 centimeters) of rain
over some Panhandle com-
munities before its remnants
go back out to sea by way of
the mid-Atlantic states over
the next few days.
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