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Blowhard boyfriend wears out
his hosts during annual trips

No free lunch for renewables:
More wind power would warm US

By Seth Borenstein

fuels, Keith said.

Climate change, in

DEAR ABBY: My best friend of 40 years DEAR ABBY: I recently received an Associated Press It’s just that advocates contrast, is a global effect
and her boyfriend live several states away invitation to a dear friend’s grandson’s 5th WASHINGTON — of wind power have been that involves many more
from my husband and me. Every winter she  birthday party. In lieu of gifts, donations Ramping up wind power in  ignoring growing evidence of ~ elements than tempera-
and her friend expect to come to our home for  were requested to a choice of politically af- America would alsodialup ~ a downside, he said. ture, such as sea level rise,
a week. We simply can no longer do this. filiated “charitable” organizations. I cannot, the nation’s temperatures, Overall, the Harvard extreme weather, melting

Her friend is a nice guy, but after a few in good conscience, support any of them. anew study out of Harvard  study, published Thursday glaciers and shifts in the jet
days we can hardly stand it. He talks con- What's the appropriate course of action found. in the journal Joule, found in ~ stream. Even if a country
stantly and knows everything about every- here? Must I give the child a gift anyway, or While wind energy the unlikely event the U.S. stopped emitting greenhouse
thing. How can I politely tell my friend that ~ just stay away from the party? I really don’t is widely celebrated as switched massively towind ~ gases, it would still experi-
we can’t accommodate them want to get into any political environmentally friendly, to supply nearly all of its ence climate change if the
anymore without hurting her discussions with either the the researchers concluded electricity, there would be so  rest of the world kept on
feelings and maybe ending DEAR parents or the grandparents, that a dramatic, all-out many turbines that on aver-  polluting.
our friendship? ABBY and I think there would be expansion in the number age the nation’s tempera- Past studies have ob-

— WEARY OUT WEST hurt feelings if I don’t show of turbines could warm the ture would go up about 0.4 served a temporary night-

DEAR WEARY: Try this. up. country even more than degrees (0.2 Celsius). Some  time warming of as much
When your old friend mentions coming to —INABIND climate change from burning  central areas would see lo- as 2 degrees (1.1 Celsius)
visit, tell her you aren’t up to having house- DEAR IN A BIND: What a shame that coal and other fossil fuels, calized warming around 2.5  in places with lots of wind
guests. If she asks why, and she probably a child’s party was used as an excuse for because of the way the degrees (1.4 Celsius), though  turbines, such as North
will, say youre not as youngasyouusedto  a political fundraiser. I can’t imagine any spinning blades disturb the  there would also be some Texas. The Harvard study

be — it’s true. Neither am I. Tell her you can
accommodate them for a weekend. If that

5-year-old being “thrilled” to receive a
political donation as a birthday gift.

layers of warm and cold air
in the atmosphere.

cooling in places, such as the
East Coast.

took observations and used
computer simulation to proj-

doesn’t work, say your hushand isn’t up for However, because the child is the grand- Some parts of the central Right now, wind provides ~ ect what a dramatic increase

company. (Also true.) However, if neither son of a “dear” friend, I do think a gift is in United States are already 6.3 percent of the nation’s in turbines would look like

excuse suffices, you may have to choose order. Make it something a 5-year-old will seeing nights that areupto  electricity, according to the for temperatures.

between telling your friend the truth and enjoy, have it delivered, and find an excuse 2 degrees Fahrenheit (1.1 American Wind Energy As- Other technologies con-

fibbing by saying you plan to be out of town.  not to attend if you feel it will devolve into degrees Celsius) warmer be-  sociation. sidered environmentally
something you prefer to avoid. Hurt feel- cause of nearby wind farms, The study, which looked at ~ friendly have their down-

DEAR ABBY: For mothers out there
who wonder why their “wonderful” grown

ings or not, you are not obligated to go to
the party.

said study lead author Lee
Miller, an environmental

just the United States, said
turbines would cause more

sides, too. Nuclear energy
has no carbon dioxide emis-

daughters don’t have boyfriends, maybe it scientist at Harvard. warming in the shortterm  sions, but there are concerns
is because they are too dependent on YOU. DEAR ABBY: Our financial adviser, “Any big energy system this century than the carbon  about waste, safety and cost.
No guy wants to be involved with a woman ~ “Wally,” who has managed our finances has an environmental dioxide America spews into ~ The ethanol boom has wiped
who calls or texts her mom multiple times for a number of years, sent us a letter ask- impact,” said Harvard the atmosphere would. out habitats, led farmers to
a day (unless she is ill). No guy wants a girl  ing us to donate to a charity he is starting. engineering and physics The reason for this effect: ~ plow over prairies, caused

who can’t make a decision without consult-

We feel like we are being held hostage

professor David Keith, a

Normally the air is more

water pollution and raised

ing Mom, and he certainly doesn’t want because he knows how much money we study co-author. “There is still at night, with cold air food prices.

the intimate details of his relationship tobe  have and how we spend it. We feel Wally no free lunch. You do wind staying near the surface and Wind advocates empha-

shared with you. has crossed the line of professionalism. on a scale big enough ...it'll ~ warmer air resting a little sized that the Harvard
Men want confident women, not girls still ~ What do you think, and what should we change things.” higher. But turbines bring study doesn’t show turbines

tied to their mother’s apron strings. If you
want your daughter to find a man, stay out
of her love life and teach her to make her

do?
— SOLICITED IN OHIO
DEAR SOLICITED: You are entitled to

The researchers and
other scientists stressed
that climate change from

the warm air down and cool
air up, making the ground a
bit toastier. The effect is seen

causing global warming, just
local heating.
“If the paper instead

own decisions! your feelings, and here’s how to handle greenhouse gas emissions less during the day but is looked across the global and

— HATES MEDDLING MOTHERS  it. Write Wally a small check for his new is clearly a far bigger threat  still there. long-lasting timescales that

DEAR HATES: I have long advised charity and enclose with it a short note globally and over the long Still, the effect from matter, renewable resources
young women how important it is to gain wishing him success with his newfound term than turbine-caused turbines is different from would fare hundreds of

independence before becoming romantically

cause. Close by telling him that every-

warming, which is tempo-

human-caused climate

times if not infinitely better

involved with anyone. I agree that women one has causes that are close to their rary and stops when the change. It mostly consists than fossil resources,” Mi-
who can stand on their own two feet are hearts — including you and your hus- blades aren’t turning. of warming, it’s local, and chael Goggin, vice president
more appealing than those who are still band — and because you know this one Despite the potential it’s temporary. When the of Grid Strategies and a

dependent upon their parents. Your letter
verifies the truth of what I have been

saying.

is important to him, you are sending him
a ONE-TIME donation. If he solicits you
after that, find another financial adviser.

drawbacks, wind energy
still makes more sense for
the environment than fossil

turbines are still because
the air is calm, there’s no
warming.

former researcher for a
wind energy group, said in a
statement.
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