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NEW YORK — Fans have been
waiting for another one of these
rumbles: baseball’s most-bitter
rivals set to tangle again, this time
as 100-win heavyweights in the
playoffs.

Munson vs. Fisk, Pedro vs. Pop-
eye ,A-Rod vs. Varitek and ear-
lier this year Brock Holt vs. Tyler
Austin .

The Boston Red Sox and New
York Yankees back at each other in
the postseason for the first time in
14 years.

“We're a team that can play with
anybody, and we're not afraid to
go in there,” Yankees center fielder
Aaron Hicks said after a 7-2 wild-
card win over Oakland sent New
York to a best-of-five AL Division
Series that starts Friday in Fenway
Park.

Yankees fans were chanting
“We want Boston!” during the late
innings. The Red Sox tweeted “We
want New York” after the final out
in the Bronx,

“I think they’re ready and relish
the opportunity to go up against
the game’s best this year;” Yankees
rookie manager Aaron Boone said
of his players.

That is the same Aaron Boone
whose 11th-inning homer in Game
7 of the 2003 AL Championship Se-
ries beat the Red Sox. A year later
Boston overcame the Yankees and
became the first major league team
to bounce back from a 3-0 postsea-
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“Its Yankees-Red Sox. That’s
what everybody wants. That’s
what they got.”

— Boston pitcher Davic Price

son deficit. The Red Sox went on to
win their first World Series since
1918, but Boone’s drive off Tim
Wakefield has not been forgotten or
forgiven.

Boston was 10-9 against the
Yankees this year and set a club
record with 108 wins under new
manager Alex Cora, boosted by
MVP candidate Mookie Betts,
slugger J.D. Martinez and ace
Chris Sale. New York finished eight
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Boston Red Sox right fielder Mookie Betts celebrates a solo home
run earlier this season.

games back and became the first
team since the 2001 Athletics to
reach triple digits in wins and fail to
finish first — New York also set the
major league mark for home runs,
powered by the likes of Aaron Judge
and Giancarlo Stanton.

These teams also have a history
of hitting each other.

Back on April 11, Austin charged
the mound at Fenway after Red
Sox reliever Joe Kelly threw at him
twice, hitting Austin in the side
with the second pitch. Boston play-
ers were livid Austin slid spikes-
first into shortstop Brock Holt ear-
lier in the game. A bench-clearing
brawl led to suspensions and fines,
but Austin won’t be around for a

rematch — he was dealt to Minne-
sota in July.

“It’s Yankees-Red Sox. That’s
what everybody wants. That’s what
they got,” Red Sox star pitcher
David Price said then.

Just another in a long history
of bad blood between rivals a little
more than 200 miles apart.

Boston player-manager Joe Cro-
nin and New York outfielder Jake
Powell fought on the field and be-
neath the Yankee Stadium stands
in 1938, and Jimmy Piersall of the
Red Sox and Billy Martin of the
Yankees brawled beneath Fenway
Park’s stands in 1952.

A fight broke out in 1967 at
Yankee Stadium after New York’s
Thad Tillotson hit Joe Foy with a
pitch and Boston’s Jim Lonborg hit
Tillotson — who after the scrap hit
Dick Howser with a pitch.

In 1973, Thurman Munson
crashed into catcher Carlton Fisk at
Fenway after Gene Michael missed
a bunt, and the All-Stars fought.
Then at Yankee Stadium in 1976,
New York’s Lou Piniella charged
into Fisk at the plate , and Boston
pitcher Bill Lee was body-slammed
during the fighting and wound up
with a broken collarbone.

A notorious brawl took place dur-
ing Game 3 of the 2003 AL, Cham-
pionship series, when Red Sox ace
Pedro Martinez threw 72-year-old
Don Zimmer to the ground.

Zimmer, a former Boston man-
ager and then a Yankees coach, ran
across the infield and lunged at
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Martinez during the fighting.

Then the following July, Boston’s
Bronson Arroyo hit New York’s
Alex Rodriguez with a pitch, A-Rod
stared at the pitch as he walked
toward first, catcher Jason Varitek
got between them and pushed the
AL MVP, leading to dugouts and
bullpens emptying.

That October the rivals met
again in the 2004 ALCS. The
Yankees took a 3-0 lead and were
one inning from reaching the
World Series when Mariano Rivera
walked Kevin Millar and pinch-
runner Dave Roberts — now the
Los Angeles Dodgers manager —
stole second. Bill Mueller hit a tying
single and the Red Sox won 6-4 in
12 innings when David Ortiz hit
a game-ending, two-run homer at
1:22 am.

Boston won 5-4 the next day
on Ortiz’s RBI single in the 14th
inning, won Game 6 in New York
4-2 behind Curt Schilling and his
bloody sock, then blew out the Yan-
kees 10-3 in the finale.

“All empires fall sooner or later,”
Red Sox president Larry Lucchino
said.

Boston swept St. Louis in the
World Series, swept Colorado four
years later and beat the Cardinals
in a six-game series in 2013. Over
that same span, the Yankees have
won just one title, in 2009.

Fast forward to this week, with
the teams ready to meet again.

“It’s going to be intense,” New
York pitcher CC Sabathia said.
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<> DENTAL Insurance

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

¥ If you're over 50, you can get coverage for about

# No wait for preventive care and no deductibles -

$1a day* you could get a checkup tomorrow
v Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist v Coverage for over 350 procedures including
you want cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns...even dentures

¥ NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits
you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125

Or www.dental50plus.com/25

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranted for onie insurance policyicertificate of this type. Contact s for complete details
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not avallable in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C2500Q);
Insurance Policy P150 (GA' P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P1500K; TN: P150TN)
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Enjoy big time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!
Get Connected for as low as.

*49.99/mo.

Satellite Internet
.

Get Connected for as low as
14.95/mo.

HyperLink™ wign-speed intemet

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

855-977-9436

DIVORCE $155
NO Court Appearances

www.paralegalalternatives.com

Hugnatier

Dealer

(" JEarthLink’

Divorce in
1-5 weeks
Possible!

Complete Preparation Includes:
Children *Custody *Support *Property *Bills Division

@ 503-772-5295

D legalalt@msn.com

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

DONATE YOUR CAR
1-844-533-9173

so=s i  FREE TOWING &

s@ TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

Heritage
WWiorheBlind

Ask About A FREE 3 Day
Vacation Voucher To Over
20 Destinations!!!

Your Family Deserves The
Tech nology... Upgrade to the Hopper® 3
Smart HD DVR
+ Watch and record 16 shows at once
+ Get built-in Netflix and YouTube
+Watch TV on your mobile devices
Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

Value...
TVL..

Add High Speed Internet

1423

Subject o avalleblity. Restricions apply:
Internet notprovided by DisH anc willbe billed separately.

MONTH

for 24 months

CALL TODAY 6_373_
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OUT WITH CABLE.
IN WITH SAVINGS.

Get a*100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card® when
you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package
or above.

MUST MAINTAIN SVC & REDEEM W/IN 75 DAYS (CARD IN 4 WKS). Ends 9/30/18
Restrs apply. See below for offer details. EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO.
FOREACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT, $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP.
NON-RETURN & ADD'L FEES APPLY. New approved residential customers only

a (equipment lease reqd). Credit card reqd (except MA & PA).
Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!
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