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Man uses wife’s problems
at work against her at home

DEAR ABBY: My husband tends to fight
dirty; and I don’t know how much more I can
take. If we argue about some issue between
us, he'll say something along the lines of “This
is why you have so much trouble with your
colleagues at work.” He knows this is a touchy
subject, and it upsets me. I have ongoing issues
with two work colleagues who give me the
silent treatment for months over perceived (but
not intentional) slights, and it
causes me a lot of social isola-
tion and anguish.

I'm upset that he brings this
up when we argue to validate
his point of view. Of course, this
escalates our fights and eventually he apolo-
gizes. However, | know the next disagreement
we have he'll resort to similar tactics.

We have tried counseling, but it’s tough to fit
into our busy schedules, and it never stopped
him from resorting to personal attacks of char-
acter during our fights. I don’t know what to
do anymore. I want to forgive him, but I don’t
see the point since his apologies dont mean
anything, Is there anything left for us to try
before I throw in the towel?

—TOOTIRED TO FIGHT

DEARTOO TIRED: As I see it, you have
two issues to deal with. You have two “col-
leagues” at work who have ganged up on you
and are creating a hostile work environment
by giving you the silent treatment. They don’t
have to love you, but they do have to work
cooperatively with you, which they aren’t do-
ing. You should report it to human resources or
your boss, so it can be dealt with in a profes-
sional manner.

As to your husband and what he’s been do-
ing on the home front, tell him he has a choice
-~ MAKE the time to work with a counselor
and learn to fight fair or you will consult a
lawyer about ending the marriage.

DEAR ABBY: I recently became fiiendly
with a couple who lost their 40-year-old son six
months ago. We have grown close over the last
several months.

The issue is, as they are mourning the
passing of their child, they have turned their
home into a shrine. There are pictures of him in
every room, etc. I know everyone handles grief
differently, but this seems excessive, if not a little
creepy.

I suggested they see a therapist, which they
did, but only a couple of times. Believe it or not,
they were told they were on the right track! Do
you have any suggestions?

—FINDS IT DEPRESSING IN INDIANA

DEAR FINDS: I sure do! Stop judging that
couple and expecting them to get over the loss
of their child on your timetable. Their therapist
has told them they are on the right track, and if

you are going to continue to be
a supportive friend, you must
DEAR abandon your preconceptions
ABBY about how they should deal
with their loss. Be supportive.
Listen when they need to talk.
And when you can, give them positive mes-
sages that may lighten their load.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 33-year-old “Southern
boy,” raised by strict parents. I have never mar-
ried, mainly because I'm too picky.

I'm currently dating a single mother of two.
Sheis 29 and has a 10-year-old daughter and a
5-year-old son. I have fallen madly in love with
this woman in only a couple of months, and
will most likely marry her within the year. We
don't live together:

On several occasions, before or after shower-
ing or getting dressed, she has walked around
her house with no clothes on. Of course, it
doesn't bother me to see her naked. This is her
home, and she has a right to do as she wishes.
The problem I have is that she sees no problem
in being naked in front of her son. She even
showers with him. I realize this is her child, and
she feels comfortable being naked around him.
Twas not raised this way. When I mentioned
it, it caused a little tension. Am I being overly
sensitive?

Her son, who will be 6 in December, makes
comments and whistles when he sees his
mother’s naked body. At what age should a
parent be covering up in front of the children?
Please let me know what you think.

—NEEDS THE NAKED TRUTH IN
ATLANTA

DEAR NEEDS: You are not being overly
sensitive. The naked truth is that when a child
is old enough and aware enough to whistle and
make comments about the parent’s body; the
time has arrived to cover up. And you would be
wise to be certain you agree with most of this
woman’s values before you jump into marriage.

Florence: an unwelcome
visitor who refuses to leave

By Jeffrey Collins
Associated Press

GEORGETOWN, S.C. — For many liv-
ing near South Carolina’s coast, Florence
is the visitor they never wanted who now
refuses to leave.

Eleven days after the once-fierce hurri-
cane arrived on the coast, and more than
a week after it blew north and dissipat-
ed, rivers swollen by its relentless rains
are still flooding homes and businesses
in their paths as they make their way to
the sea.

Some residents have no idea when
they will return home. One of them is
Vivian Chestnut, who evacuated her
home in inundated Conway, South Caro-
lina, six days ago.

The Waccamaw River, which flows
through the city of 23,000, had already
reached more than 21 feet (6.4 meters)
— far surpassing the previous record
high of 17.9 feet (5.5 meters) set by Hur-
ricane Matthew two years ago — and it
was still rising Tuesday afternoon.

The waterway was expected to crest
on Wednesday, but not to drop below 18
feet or so until sometime next week. The
river floods at 11 feet (3.4 meters).

“You find yourself sitting around a lot
and thinking, ‘What if,’ or, ‘I wonder what
things are like right now,” said Chest-
nut, who is staying with family in the
area. “And wondering what you are going
to find when you finally get back.”

It’s a scene repeating itself across east-
ern South Carolina, where rivers swollen
from what one meteorologist calculated
is the nation’s second-rainiest storm in
70 years slowly make their way down
the state’s gentle sloping coastal plain.

If that weren’t bad enough, more
weather was forming off the coast in
a hurricane season that still has two
months to go. National Hurricane Center
forecasters watching a low pressure area
about 260 miles (420 kilometers) south
of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, said
it could become a tropical depression as
it approaches the coast before moving
quickly to the north.

While it will likely dump some addi-
tional rain on the Florence-battered city

of Wilmington, it wasn’t expected to be
significant enough to worsen the flood-
ing.

“It shouldn’t put much of a dent in the
rivers,” said Reid Hawkins, a National
Weather Service meteorologist in Wilm-
ington.

The storm was also having an endur-
ing impact on the environment. A power
outage at a wastewater station combined
with heavy rain caused about 128,000
gallons (477,000 liters) of wastewater
to spill into a river at Camp Lejeune in
North Carolina, the U.S. Marine Corps
reported Tuesday. The military said the
spill won’t threaten residential water
supplies, however.

Officials at South Carolina’s state-
owned utility were still warily monitor-
ing two coal-ash ponds near Conway.
Santee Cooper officials said floodwater
from the Waccamaw River had already
made it into one pond, but most of the
ash had already been removed from it
during an earlier cleanup project.

The river is likely to flood the second
pond soon, but the utility promised it has
taken steps to lessen the environmental
impact, such as installing silt fencing
and a floating environmental contain-
ment boom.

Not far from the ash ponds, engineers
are keeping an eye on U.S. Highway 501,
the main link to Myrtle Beach. Water
is now touching a temporary barrier of
sand and plastic that has been erected
to keep water off the bridge. Called the
Lifeline, the temporary wall will remain
effective if the water doesn’t rise more
than an additional 5 feet (1.5 meters)
from its current level, according to the
state Department of Transportation.

A preliminary analysis of Hurricane
Florence has determined that the slow-
moving storm dumped more than 17.5
inches (44 centimeters) of water on a re-
gion stretching from Fayetteville, North
Carolina, to Florence, South Carolina.
Hurricane Harvey delivered 25.6 inches
(65 centimeters), said Ken Kunkel, a
meteorologist at the National Oceanic
Atmospheric Administration and North
Carolina State University.
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