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Man confesses to long-ago
affair with best friend’s wife

DEAR ABBY: 1 found out a month ago that
my wife and my best friend had a relationship
40 years ago when we were in.our 20s. My friend
hinted about it, so I asked him point blank and
he confessed.

Obuiously, if you can't trust someone, he’s not
your friend. My question is should I ask my wife
to tell me what went on or just sweep it under the
rug and move forward?

Not a day goes by that I don’t
wonder what happened to make
her stray, or how long the offaar
went on under my nose. I tried
talking to her about it right
after I found out, but she started
crying, which is one of my weaknesses. I don’t like
making folks upset, so I took the blame because
Twasn't a very good husband. We married very
young, and I wasn’t ready. So, what do I do?

— HURTANDANGRY

DEAR H AND A: I 'would love to know your
“friend’s” motivation for hinting so broadly that
he'd had an affair with your wife that you'd ask
him point blank. He seems more a troublemak-
er than a stalwart friend to me.

Ifyou have had a happy 40-year marriage, I
think you should let it remain so. OK; so neither
of you were angels. “Divorce” the “friend” and let
it go.

DEAR ABBY:I'm 30, married and the only
female analyst in an office with 12 men. I love
my job and I enjoy working here, but it is very
hard to prove yourself as a woman in a male-
dominated industry.

There s one other woman in my office, a
recently divorced administrator I barely knouw.
She’s very open about her online dating and sex
life, and I am at a loss. I feel it’s extremely inap-
propriate for her to share detailed information
with me in the workplace. I'm also afraid the
guys will hear her and take me less seriously as a
professional and equal.

I have tried politely changing the subject,
ignoring her or avoiding her, but nothing seems
to work. I don’t want to embarrass her by telling
her flat out to not discuss her sex life with me, but
I'm not sure what else I can do. What would you,
suggest?

— COVERING MY EARS

DEAR COVERING: What the woman is do-
ing can be considered sexual harassment, and in
most sizable businesses — yours appears to be

DEAR
. ABBY

one — there are policies in place to protect em-
ployees. I suggest you tell her that hearing about
her sexual escapades makes you uncomfortable
and to please stop. And if she doesn't, discuss it
with either human resources or your employer.

DEAR ABBY: My gentleman friend and I
are senior citizens who live together: We have
acquired a dog and cat. I pay for the cat’s food,
vaccinations and litter. He pays
for the dog’s food and vaccina-
tions

Last week my boyfriend ac-
cidentally slammed the door on
the cat’s tail. Part of it had to be
amputated, and the bill for surgery, drugs, cone,
etc. came close to $400. Neither of us is hurting
financially. Who do you think should foot this
bill?

—MOTHER OF FUR BABIES

DEAR MOTHER: That poor kitty! I not only
think your “gentleman” friend should foot the
bill, I think he should have VOLUNTEERED to
doit. Ifhe didn't, shame on him.

DEAR ABBY: I have been dating “Karl” for
nearly two years. We are discussing marriage.
The problem is, I can’t stand his family. They
are rude, unkempt, lazy and opinionated. Karl’s
family blames me for helping him to overcome
his poor social skills and unhealthy lifestyle.
Karl has lost a lot of weight since we started
dating. He now wears clean clothes and has had
his teeth fixed.

Thave always wanted a lavish outdoor wed-
ding and reception, but I don’t want to invite
Karl's family I am afraid they will ruin it. I think
it might be better to have a small civil ceremony.
Karl disagrees, and it’s causing a rift in our
relationship. Please help.

— BEWILDERED IN OHIO

DEAR BEWILDERED: Before your wedding
plans go further; you and Karl have some impor-
tant issues to iron out. For better or worse, those
rude, unkempt, lazy, opinionated people are his
family: Do you expect him to divorce them in
order to marry you? If the answer is yes, tell him
now. Ifthe answer no, accept that Karl comes
with some heavy baggage that will be difficult to
handle, unless a way is found for you to accept
his family the way they are. Remember, too, that
his parents will be YOUR children’s grandpar-
ents. So look again before you leap.

New California law helps
utilities with wildfire lawsuits

By Jonathan J. Cooper
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry Brown signed
ameasure Friday allowing utilities to bill their
customers to pay for future legal settlements
stemming from devastating 2017 wildfires, even if
the blazes are blamed on the company’s misman-
agement.

The hill is aimed at preventing bankruptcy or
other serious financial trouble for Pacific Gas &
Electric Co.The nation’s largest utility by revenue
faces billions of dollars in liability if investigators
determine its equipment caused the Tubbs Fire
that destroyed thousands of homes and killed 22
people in Santa Rosa last year:

“Wildfires in California aren’t going away; and
we have to do everything possible to prevent
them,” Brown said in a statement. “This bill is
complex and requires investment - but it’s abso-
lutely necessary”

Critics call it a bailout for PG&E investors.

The bill creates a special process for the 2017
fires, which caused more than $10 billion in
insured losses, by far the most in state history. It
seeks to determine how much liability the utility
can absorb without triggering severe consequenc-
es like bankruptcy, and allows any additional costs
to be hilled to consumers.

For fires sparked in the future, the hill allows
the Public Utilities Commission to consider a
variety of factors — including weather conditions,
a utility’s efforts to prevent fires and findings of
mismanagement — to decide whether electric
companies can pass costs to consumers.

The utility protections are part of more than
two dozen bills Brown signed to reduce the risk
of wildfires, including efforts to make it easier to
conduct controlled burns that aim to clear out dry
vegetation that would fuel wildfires.

PG&E is facing dozens of lawsuits from insur-
ers, which have spent billions settling insurance
claims from homeowners,

Courts have ruled that utilities are entirely
liable for damage caused by their equipment, even
the utility followed all safety precautions. Regula-
tors have required utility investors to shoulder the
legal burden for fires caused by mismanagement
of electrical equipment.

Brown proposed eliminating that standard,
known as inverse condemnation, but lawmakers
dropped the idea amid pressure from insurers,
trial lawyers and fire victims.

Despite the legislation, Moody’s Investors Ser-

vice downgraded the credit ratings for California’s
three big investor-owned utilities. PG&E and its
parent company were just above junk bond status.

Moody’s analyst Jeff Cassella said the legisla-
tion represented “extraordinary legislative inter-
vention”but failed to rollback inverse combination.

IfPG&E is blamed for the most destructive
fires and passes along costs to customers, they'll
appear as a surcharge on monthly utility hills for
the next 20 years.

The cost is unknown because it’s not clear
which fires will ultimately be linked to PG&E,
what its final settlement will look like or how
much of the burden will be placed on investors.
Sen. Bill Dodd, a key negotiator; said the average
residential ratepayer would pay an estimated
$5.20 extra for every $1 billion dollars that PG&E
must finance.

In the second quarter of this year, PG&E spent
more on lobbying in California than any other
entity; records show. It dropped more than $1.7
million, nearly three times as much as it spent the
previous quarter, most of it on wildfire issues. Up
from the Ashes, a group representing trial lawyers
and people who lost homes in the fire, spent more
than half'a million dollars.

The measure is the most hotly contested part
of a wide-ranging plan to reduce the threat of
wildfires, which have been larger and more
destructive in recent years.

The bill also requires investor-owned utilities
— including PG&E, Southern California Edison
and San Diego Gas & Electric — to harden
their equipment so it’s less likely to cause fires.
It would make it easier; in some circumstances,
to do prescribed burns, clear dead trees and
brush, log trees and build fire breaks. It includes
$1 billion over the next five years for those
purposes.

Among the other bills Brown signed is a
measure aiming to triple the amount of land in
California treated with prescribed burns and to
limit Liahility for private landowners conducting
controlled burns on their property. The bill helps
clarify that landowners who get a permit to
conduct a prescribed burn and comply with its
terms have done their due diligence.

“These private landowners were afraid to
get permits because they were afraid of getting
sued if something happened,” Sen. Hannah-
Beth Jackson, a Santa Barbara Democrat who
wrote the bill, told media during a conference
call earlier this year:
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