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Mom wants to shield her kids
from relative’s new lifestyle

DEAR ABBY: A close relative has started
working in the adult industry. She now dresses
provocatively, showing lots of skin. She has also
covered much of her body with tattoos and ad-
opted the lifestyle of someone in that field. Our
family assumes she’s “going through a phase”
and has no idea what she’s really up to.

I have two small children I don’t really want
around her, but I'm not sure how to handle
the situation. I don’t want to
tell her mom what she’s really
doing, but at the same time, [
don’t want my kids thinking
that’s how peaple in society are.
Please help.

— NERVOUS IN NEWYORK

DEAR NERVOUS: If you no longer want to
be around this person, no law says you have
to be. If your relatives ask you about your ab-
sence, tell them the reason. If they don't, don’t
tattle. This isnt an emergency; rest assured
her parents will find out eventually.

As to her being a bad influence on your
children, take this as an opportunity for a
teachable moment about people coming in
“different packaging” and not judging a book
by its cover.

DEAR ABBY: I'm confused and not sure
what to do. I'm a 32-year-old single mom who
is a hopeless romantic. 've been seeing someone
for six months. He is alreadly talking about
marriage and a happily ever after; which I am
ready for:

The downside is, not long after we started
dating, I met someone who makes me question
everything. He's someone I can’t actually be
with because — yes, he’s married. I'm disgusted
with myself for allowing this to happen, but the
minute our eyes met, my heart skipped a beat.

What I'm asking is, do I settle for the guy
Tve been dating because that's what 'm readly
for? He's a great guy who cares a lot about my
daughter and me. I can be a faithful and loving
wife, which he wants. Or should I let him go
because my heart truly isn't there? Please help
me, even though I don’t deserve it.

—SETTLING DOUBTS
DEAR SETTLING: Warning:
Hearthreak ahead. Although you say you are
ready for marriage and happily ever after; [
don't think it’s true. I can’t warn you strongly
enough not to marry one man while in your

DEAR
ABBY

heart you yearn for someone else. It’s a recipe
for disaster; and the collateral damage will be
not only Mr: Six Months but also your child.
DEAR ABBY: I received a drunken text from
my son’s friend telling me my son is gay. It
rambled on about their relationship. I decided
not to question my son about it because, if it is
true, it won't change our relationship. It really
doesn’t matter to me. They live in another state.
This is a dilemma because
Tworry about this “friend” not
being trustworthy. Is this my
business? Should I tell my son?
What if he gets upset?
—TAKEN ABACK
DEAR TAKEN: You should absolutely
have a talk with your son about the text you
received. Ask him if what the friend said is
true, and if it is, why you didn’t hear it from
him. Don't be angry or accusatory. Just be sure
to assure him how much you love him and
that your feelings for him have not changed.
He may need to hear you verbalize it.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 24-year-old male who
has been in a relationship with a great woman,
“Hayley,” for three years. She has excellent
qualities, a good job, she’s super loving and
woudd be a wonderful wife someday.

My family loves Hayley — but my bud-
dies don’t, and it is causing me to have mixed
feelings. Some days I love her; but on others I
want to break up. Then I think of how fantastic
our lives would be together: It’s weird, because
Hayley doesn’t change her personality —it’s
totally my issue. I'm scared that if I break up
with her it could be the worst mistake of my life,
and Il regret it.

Please give me some guidance and point me
in the right direction to find the love I have for
her:

—SENSITIVE GUY, MILWAUKEE

DEAR SENSITIVE GUY: Hayley may
make a wonderful wife someday; but from
your letter, YOU are nowhere near ready for
marriage. Mature love doesn’t blow hot and
cold, and the feelings you finally experience for
the woman you marry won't be dictated by the
impression she makes on your buddies. If you
need me to point you in the right direction to
“find” the love you have for Hayley, then I don't
think it is there to begin with. And the honor-

Florence flooding puts dams,
many high hazard, to the test

By Sarah Rankin
Associated Press

Devastating flooding in North Carolina
in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence has
raised concerns about whether dams across
the state, some of them already in poor condi-
tion, will be able to hold up under the strain.

State officials have been monitoring dam
safety in cooperation with local authorities
and say there has been at least one dam
breach so far, with no homes affected. But
there have been several other locations of
concern and false alarms about dam failures
that have caused panic.

According to data submitted to the Nation-
al Inventory of Dams for this year’s deadline
and obtained by The Associated Press, the
state has 1,445 dams rated high hazard out
of about 5,700 dams total, ranging from large
federally owned ones to small private ones.
That hazard classification does not indicate
the likelihood of failure — just that any fail-
ure would be likely to cause the loss of one or
more human lives.

Of those high-hazard dams, 185 had condi-
tions of poor or unsatisfactory during recent
inspections, the data show. And many of those
dams were in areas that have been inundated
with water.

Ahead of the storm, workers with North
Carolina’s Dam Safety Program identified
vulnerable structures, contacted dam own-
ers and operators to call attention to the
threat and asked them to consider lowering
impoundment water levels to temporarily in-
crease storage capacity prior, Bridget Munger,
a spokeswoman for the state Department of
Environmental Quality said.

Dam safety personnel have also been
deployed to the state Emergency Operations
Center since before the storm, Munger added.

State Emergency Management Director
Mike Sprayberry said Monday that there had
been one dam breach in Brunswick County.
He said no homes were affected in the inun-
dation area.

On Sunday night, an Associated Press
reporter was with a U.S. Army swift-water
rescue team in Fayetteville when a call came
over the radio about a dam failure in Pine-
hurst, which turned out to be a false alarm.
Then another call came in reporting another

able thing to do is to level with her.

dam breach.

Soldiers who had been resting on cots
starting donning boots, helmets and life vests,
and a team deployed toward a nearby fire
department. About halfway there, the call
was canceled — another false alarm.

A Facebook post claiming a dam in Hope
Mills, a suburb of Fayetteville, had failed
caused trouble there Sunday night, Mayor
Jackie Warner said.

“Tt created a panic because people thought
the dam had broken, and they didn’t know
which way the water would go,” she said. Res-
idents started calling asking if they needed to
leave their homes, she said.

The dam held up just fine.

Rumors also spread Sunday night in
nearby Hoke County about a dam break.
Mandatory evacuations were ordered because
of flooding at a lake, but the dam wasn't
breached, emergency management coordina-
tor Andrew Jacobs said. The evacuation order
was lifted Monday afternoon.

In McLaughlin Lakes, a subdivision im-
mediately next to the lake, most declined to
evacuate.

“It was an overreaction, dont you think?”
Jeff Konopka asked his neighbors.

“Very much so,” said Kim Santiago, who
has lived beside the lake for 24 years and has
seen the dam overflow in numerous storms.

Two of North Carolina’s high-hazard dams
are at Duke Energy’s Weatherspoon Plant
in Robeson County, an area that has been
swamped with water.

One is at a cooling pond and the other at a
coal ash pond. The dam at the coal ash pond
was found to be in poor condition during an
inspection last year, according to the data.

Both structures were performing well and
no problems were expected, Duke spokes-
woman Paige Sheehan said Monday.

Catastrophic dam failures are infrequent,
and age is a leading indicator of dam failure,
with the exception of seismic or weather
events, a 2008 Congressional Research Ser-
vice report found.

The American Society of Civil Engineers
gave a “D” grade to the state of the country’s
dams in a 2017 report, noting the average
age of the dams is 56 years old. The ASCE
estimated there are more than 2,000 “defi-
cient high-hazard” dams lacking investment
in repairs and upgrades.
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