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Daughter tired of indulging

mom’s prosely

DEAR ABBY: There’s this woman ['ve
known since I was a child. She's a Jehovah’s
Witness Il call Beatrice. She comes by my
house every so often to share pamphlets and
talk about her religion. She is a casual friend
of my mother’s (who I live with), so I feel I
have to let her inside when she’s at the door: If
it were anyone else, I'd say a polite “No, thank
you, goodbye,” and shut the door. But because

tizing friend
us $1,500 or more in other expenses while we
are on the cruise.

I like to pay my own way and have never
asked anyone for help or money. She said it
was “a gift, not a loan” and I was being un-
grateful, so I finally accepted the “gift.” Now
I'm going to have this hanging over my head.
It’s putting us in more financial trouble, so
we are trying to get a loan to cover the extra

it’s Beatrice, 'm roped into expenses. I don’t think I can
listening to her spiel. enjoy the trip now.

More often than not, DEAR Am I ungrateful? She’s
Mom’s not even home when ABBY been my best friend for more
Beatrice comes over with her than 40 years and I don’t
pamphlets because they work want this to affect our friend-

similar hours. And each time, I find myself
trapped into listening to her jabber away
while I politely smile and nod.

Not only am I non-religious, but I am a
member of the LGBTQ community, and [
know for a fact that Beatrice shunned a fam-
ily member after he came out as gay.

I don’t want to keep pretending I'm inter-
ested in listening to her script, or even talking
to her in general, but I also don’t want to ruin
my mother’s friendship with her by offending
her by being honest.

Is there a polite way to tell Beatrice that,
with all due respect, I don’t want to hear
about her pamphlets, and she should come
by to discuss them only when my mom’s
home? Or must I just continue to smile and

ship. What should I do at this point?

— EXPENSIVE “GIFT”IN THE WEST

DEAR EXPENSIVE “GIFT”: Your gener-

ous friend acted on impulse, without consid-
ering the fact that even with her paying your
fare, the cruise would still cost you money.
Forgive her for her mistake, take the trip
and do your best to enjoy it so you don’t ruin
the trip for her.

DEAR ABBY: I am in a long-distance
relationship. I live in Kansas; he’s in Michi-
gan. Because we are 720 miles apart, phone
calls, text messages and Skype are vital to the
health of our relationship. I make it a priority
to text or call “Good morning” or “Goodnight.”
Unlike me, sometimes he’s consistent and

nod politely like I always do? sometimes not, especially on weekends. He
— NOTINTERESTED IN  says he falls asleep, but it continues to hap-
NEW ENGLAND  pen, and I'm getting tired and frustrated

DEAR NOT INTERESTED: No rule of
etiquette demands that you listen to Bea-
trice’s religious diatribes. All you need to say
to her is, “My mother isn’t home, and I'm not
interested in taking your pamphlets or hear-
ing you preach. Because you're a friend of

Mom’s, come back when Mom is home, and
be sure to call first.”

DEAR ABBY: I am really upset about
something my best friend did involving a
cruise that’s planned for next February. Be-
cause of financial setbacks, we can no longer
afford the trip. She went ahead and paid for
our cruise. I was so upset I called the travel
agent and tried to cancel the trip but was in-
formed it was nonrefundable. So now we are
locked into a cruise that’s still going to cost

about not being a priority.

I have been as patient and nice as I can be,
as well as continuing to tell him how much [
love him and want our relationship to work.
T would love to hear your advice.

— FAITHFUL BUT FRUSTRATED
GIRLFRIEND

DEAR GIRLFRIEND: I know you love
this man, but take a step back. You may be
smothering him. Stop doing all the work
in maintaining the romance and give him
some space. If you do, he may realize he
needs to step up and devote more energy to
your relationship. Communication has to be
voluntary, not mandatory. If you continue
to pursue him the way you have been, you
won’t draw him closer; you will drive him
further away.

Intensifying

Hurricane Florence

could strike US Southeast

By Russ Bynum
Associated Press

Hurricane Florence is rapidly intensifying
and could strike a direct and dangerous blow
anywhere from the Carolinas to the Mid-
Atlantic region later this week, possibly as
a fearsome category 4, forecasters said. The
first impacts were already being seen Mon-
day on a barrier island, as seawater flowed
over a coastal road.

A hurricane hunter plane found Florence
strengthening quickly; reaching top winds
of 85 mph (140 kph) Sunday evening after
crossing the 74 mph threshold from tropical
storm to a hurricane earlier in the day.

Forecasters said Florence could become an
extremely dangerous major hurricane some-
time Monday and remain that way for days.

As of 5 a.m. EDT, Florence was centered
about 625 miles (1,005 kilometers) southeast
of Bermuda, moving west at 9 mph (15 kph).
Its maximum sustained winds were at 105
mph (165 kph). Drawing energy from the
warm water, it could have top sustained
winds of 130 mph (209 kph) or more by
Tuesday, the Miami-based National Hurri-
cane Center said.

Hurricane Isaac, much farther out to sea,
has become the 5th named hurricane of the
2018 Atlantic season, the hurricane center
added.

It’s too early to know the exact path of
Florence, but forecasters said it could blow
ashore by Thursday in the Carolinas and
southern Virginia, a stretch of the U.S. East
Coast that experts have identified as the
most vulnerable to rising sea levels due to
climate change.

Up and down the densely populated coast,
residents have been told to prepare, and not
just for a possible direct blow. Florence could
slow or stall on or near shore, scooping up
massive amounts of seawater. Some forecast-
ing models show it could unload a foot or two
of rain in places, causing devastating inland
flooding. Forecasters also warned of a rising
threat of life-threatening storm surge, along
with the damaging winds.

On North Carolina’s Outer Banks, Dawn
Farrow Taylor, 50, was gathering photos and
important documents and filling prescrip-
tions Monday before heading inland. She
grew up on the shore, and says this will be

only the second time she’s evacuated.

Since reliable record-keeping began more
than 150 years ago, North Carolina has only
been hit by one Category 4 hurricane: Hazel,
with 130 mph winds in 1954,

“T don’t think many of us have ever been
through a Category 4. And out here were
so fragile. We're just a strip of land - we're a
barrier island. ... Already we're getting some
overwash, the ocean is coming over 12,” she
said, referring to the islands’ main road.

The governors of North and South Caroli-
na and Virginia declared states of emergency
far ahead of the approaching storm.

Navy ships off Virginia’s coast were pre-
paring to sail out of the path, a North Caro-
lina university has already canceled classes
and people have begun stocking up on
plywood, bottled water and other supplies.

Red flags have already been flying on
beaches, warning swimmers to stay out of
the water as seas began kicking up. People
rushed to get emergency kits ready, map out
escape routes, fill sandbags and secure their
homes.

“Pretend, assume, presume that a major
hurricane is going to hit right smack dab in
the middle of South Carolina and is going to
go way inshore,” South Carolina Gov. Henry
McMaster said. The state’s emergency man-
agement agency said it is “preparing for the
possibility of a large-scale disaster.”

In coastal Charleston, South Carolina,
city officials offered sandbags to residents.
Myrtle Beach Mayor Brenda Bethune urged
people to secure their homes but said it
was too early to know if evacuations will be
ordered.

Myrtle Beach hardware stores and
supermarkets were busy ringing up sales of
bottled water, plywood and generators.

“Literally, they are filling buggies full of
water, shopping carts full of water;” Ryan
Deeck, grocery department manager at
a Walmart, told The Sun News. “They’re
coming in and buying water and plates,
and that’s about all they’re buying.” North
Carolina crews were getting bulldozers and
chain saws ready.

In Jacksonville, North Carolina, about 20
miles (32 kilometers) inland, some residents
picked up hurricane supplies during their
normal weekend shopping,
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