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6 charged
In‘vast pot
trafficking
operation

By Gillian Flaccus
Associated Press

PORTLAND — Fed-
eral prosecutors in Oregon
on Wednesday announced
charges against six people
involving two “vast” interstate
trafficking operations that
delivered marijuana to Texas,
Virginia and Florida.

Proceeds from the black
market sales returned to
Oregon as cash stuffed in air-
plane luggage or through the
U.S. mail, said USS. Attorney
for Oregon Billy J. Williams.

In one case, the marijuana
was grown in Portland and
distributed in Houston, Texas
and Virginia. In the second
case, the marijuana was
grown in Hood River and sent
to Florida, according to court
documents.

All six defendants are
charged with conspiring to
manufacture, possess and
distribute marijuana — which
remains illegal under federal
law. Other charges include
money laundering, kidnapping
and using a firearm to commit
a drug trafficking crime and
interfere with commerce.

“These cases provide clear
evidence of what I have re-
peatedly raised concerns over:
Oregon’s marijuana industry
is attracting organized crimi-
nal networks looking to capi-
talize on the state’s relaxed
regulatory environment,”
Williams said in a statement.

Oregon law allows the
manufacture and sale of mari-
juana within state boundaries
for growers, processors and
retailers who are permitted by
the state.

None of those arrested were
licensed by the state, said
Mark Pettinger, a spokesman
for the Oregon Liquor Control
Commission, which oversees
the state’s general use mari-
juana industry;

Williams has repeatedly
called on Oregon regulators to
tighten their monitoring of the
marijuana industry to limit
diversion out-of-state.

Oregon’s adult-use market
has struggled for months
with too much marijuana,
an outcome fueled by state
regulations that didn’t limit
the number of growers and
allowed each grower to have
multiple licenses.

As of June, there were near-
ly 1 million pounds (450,000
kilograms) of “usable flower” in
the system, and an additional
350,000 pounds (159,000 kilo-
grams) of marijuana extracts,
edibles and tinctures.

Usable flower refers to the
dried marijuana flower — or
bud — that is most commonly
associated with marijuana
consumption.

The Oregon Liquor Control
Commission, which regulates
the state’s general use mari-
juana program, froze applica-
tions for new growing licenses
in June amid a huge backlog.
And the agency recently dra-
matically reduced the amount
of marijuana flower medical
pot card holders can buy at a
retail store.

Yet one of the concerns
raised by Oregon officials is
whether the out-of-state diver-
sion is coming from growers
who are part of the state’s
program or from growers who
are completely off the grid,
harvesting weed deep in the
state’s forests.

Federal agents also seized
multiple guns and discov-
ered $1.7 million in prop-
erty in Portland and one of its
suburbs associated with the
schemes, authorities said.

The US. government has
filed a parallel civil case in
an attempt to recover those
properties through forfeiture
because they were used to
grow some of the marijuana.

Three of the defendants
are from Houston, two from
Portland, and one from Hood
River.
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of the 2018 Baker County Fair 4-H/FFA Livestock Auction

4K Ranch

Albertsons

Allen Farms

Ameri Title

Anderson Cattle Co.

Andy & Kris Barr

Animal Clinic

Appliances and More LLC
Ash Grove Cement

B&K Pipe Sales

Baker City Auto Ranch
Baker City Bronc & Bull
Baker Dental Group

Baker Garage

Baker Truck Corral

Baker Valley Mobile Tire
Baker Vet Hospital

Baker Vision Clinic
Banner Bank

Barbara Johnson

Bar V Cattle

BC Custom Meats

Beef Northwest

Behlen Country

Ben & Cynthia Norton
Bert & Terri Siddoway
Bingham, Bingham & Watt
Bisnett Insurance

Black Dist.

Blair Sturgill

Bottom Line Fencing

Britt Sand & Gravel

Buck & Hope Buckner
Budco Custom Body & Paint
Buerkel Zoellner Foundation
Byrnes Oil

Casey and Tammi Coleman
Cashway Lumber
Chandler Herefords
Chuck & Patricia Everson
Clarene Rohner

Clarke & Clarke Ins.

Clark Auto Electric

Cliff's Saws & Cycles
Coffee Corral

Commercial Tire
Community Bank
Cottonwood Ranch
Crosshair Customs
Cunningham Financial Group

Market Lamb Grand Champion
Raised by Maggie Mackenzie

Dani & Jon Mendiola
Dave and Lisa Coughlin
Doug & Theresa Keller
Dr. Nathan Defrees EOMA
Drew & Marny Martin
Eagle Cap Grill
Eastern Oregon Dental Group
Eastern Oregon Rental & Sales
Elkhorn Public Defenders
Eric & Kristy Sandefur
Farm & Industrial Service
Co. INC
FC Coton Ranches
Floyd Morgan Excavation
Foster Ranch, Inc.
Freeman Angus Ranch Inc.
G & B Colton Ranches, Inc.
Garchar & Colton CPA’s PC
Goofy’s Wood
Graven Enterprises
Gregg Hinrichsen State Farm
Grumpy’s Repair
Guyer & Assoc.
Gyllenberg Construction
Gyllenberg Equipment
Gyllenberg Ranch
H&R Block
Haines Stampede
Rodeo Assoc.
Haines Steak House
Harrell Hereford Ranch
Hill’s Family Dentistry
Inland Café
Intermountain Law P.C.
Intermountain Livestock
J and ] Timber
J. Tabor Jewelers
Jaca Construction Inc.
Jane Bohn
James and Cindy Wright
Jason & Rosi Williams
Jay & Eth Carr
Joe Collier
Jessica Hill
Joe Hill Consulting
Kate and John Rohner
Kathy Ward
Kelly & Wendy Secl
Kriege Logging
Kris & Julie Davis
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Ragsdale Mobile Glass
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Market Lamb Reserve Grand Champlon
Raised by Augustena Cook

Lehman’s Chopping
Leo Adler Foundation:
US Bank
Lew Bros Tires
Liberty NW /North Pacfic
Linda Anderson
Little Pig
Lloyd & Sue Danielson
LNK Ranches, LLC.
Long Time Farm
M & H Ranch
Mackenzie Ranch LLC
Matt & LaDonn McElligott
Matt Dahl
Maverick’s
McGinn Ranch
MD Livestock
Michael A Becker General
Contractor, Inc.
Miller’s Lumber
Mitchel Thomas
Monument Rock Cattle Co.
Mountain Valley Dental
NAPA Auto Parts
Ne-Hi Enterprises
Nelson Ranch
Neske Brothers
Nicols & Mitchell
Nick Conklin State Farm
Insurance
North Powder Charter School
Northwest Farm Credit
Services
NRG Construction Co., LLC.
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Old West Fed Credit Union
Oregon Mutual
Oregon Telephone Corp.
Oregon Trail Electric Co-Op
Oregon Trail Livestock Supply
Pacific Source Health
Paul’s Transmission
Pepsi
Peterson Orthodontics
Powell Creek Ranch
Premier Auto
Producers Livestock
Marketing
Radford Trucking

Purchased by: Haines Steak House

Market Poultry Reserve Grand Champion
Raised by Briana Neff
Purchased by: St. Alphonsus - Baker City Clinic

Market Steer Grand Champion
Raised by Zoey Justus
Purchased by: Baker City Auto Ranch

Market Rabbit Reserve Grand Champlon
Raised by David Kerns
Purchased by: Matt Dahl

Purchased by: Spence Industrial Supply & Rental

Market Goat Grand Champion
Raised by Jacquelyn Sanders
Purchased by: Oregon Mutual

Market Steer Reserve Grand Champion
Raised by Sydney Keller
Purchased by: Bert & Terri Siddoway

Market Swine Grand Champion
Raised by Alicia Maldonado
Purchased by: Ash Grove Cement

Ray & Sheila Sohn
Richland Feed & Seed
Rick & Miki Whitney

Rob & Peter Ellingson
Robbins Equipment
Rohner Farms, Inc.

Ron and Ann Rowan
Ryder Brothers Stationary
Sage Veterinary Services

Saint Alphonsus Med. Ctr.

Baker City
Sears
Seth & Natalie Bingham

Settlers Park Assisted Living

Shane Holden
Sid Johnson & Co.
Siddoway Charolais

Silven Schmeits & Vaughan

Simplot

Spence Industrial Supply
& Rental

SREC

SSEQ New Holland

Steaming Kettle Consulting

Sunfire Real Estate
Christina Smith

Superior Towing

Thatchers Ace Hardware

The DLX

The Sycamore Tree

The Windshield Doctor

Thomas Angus Ranch

Tom and Mary Norton

Travis & Katie Ash

Travis Bloomer

Tri-County Equipment

Trimble Ranch

Triple C

Umpqua Bank

VP Ranch

Ward Ranches

Wheatland Insurance

Whitney Land Company

Wildlands Restoration

Wilson Cattle Co.

York’s Park Grocery
Zion Bank

Market Poultry Grand Champion

Raised by Logan Neff

Purchased by: The Sycamore Tree
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Market Goat Reserve Grand Champion
Raised by Julianne Kersgaard
Purchased by: St. Alphonsus-Baker City Clinic

Market Rabbit Grand Champion

Raised by Logan Lahaug

Purchased by: Matt & LaDonn McElligott

Market Sw1ne Reserve Grand Champlon

Raised by Kaci Anderson

Purchased by: Gyllenberg Equipment




