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8/13 4.60 m/ 88 So far in August the city has used just 5.3 million gallons of more than two months and that person was
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. y water from the well since Aug. 10. the one Thomas previous-  elected councilor; because
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8/21 4.15m /g 87 Owen said the city has no plans to restrict water usage for Randy Schiewe, along election will be elected to
' private residences or businesses. During the summer of 2015 with Daryl DeMoss, Kevin four-year terms.
*million gallons the city asked residents to reduce water usage, but it did not Luckini and Lynette The fourth-place fin-
Sources: Baker City Public Works Department, National Weather Service impose mandatﬂry reStriCtiOﬂS. The Clty haS cut baCk on water Perry iSher Wlll serve a tWO-yeal“
use at Quail Ridge Golf Course. Seven others have been  term.
DRY SPELL Oct. 25,1999 farmers and ranchers in both ~ farmers and ranchers have Morgan said he hopes to acre-feet of water, 16 percent
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The gauge there has
recorded a trace of rain on
seven days — three in June,
one in July and three more so
far in August.

But by Weather Service
standards, a trace of rain
doesn’t count as “measur-
able.” To reach that threshold
requires a minimum of 0.01
— that is, one one-hun-
dredths of an inch — of rain.

If the current forecast
proves accurate — no chance
of rain until Sunday — the
dry spell will reach at least
66 days.

The rain would have to
hold off for at least five more
days, though, for 2018 to
jump up to third place on the
roster of records, which dates
to 1943.

Three three longest rain-
less stretches at the airport:

¢ 79 days —Aug. 14 to
Oct. 31,1987

¢ 72 days — Aug. 15 to
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The arid summer has
had a predictable effect on
drought conditions.

At the end of July, most of
Baker County was rated as
abnormally dry but not in a
drought, according to the U.S.
Drought Monitor.

The county’s southwest
corner was in a moderate
drought, and a small part of
that area was deemed to be
in severe drought.

By Aug. 7 most of the
county was in a moderate
drought, and as of Aug. 14
the area rated as extreme
drought had spread to much
of the county. The county’s
northeast and northwest
corners are still rated as
moderate drought.

In early August U.S.
Agriculture Secretary Sonny
Perdue declared a natural
disaster in Baker County due
to drought.

The designation makes
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primary and bordering coun-
ties eligible for federal aid,
including emergency loans
through the Farm Service
Agency.

Perdue’s announcement
followed two earlier drought
declarations.

In June 6 the Baker Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners
asked Oregon Gov. Kate
Brown to declare a drought
emergency for the county
following a winter with a
below-average snowpack and
a relatively dry spring —
normally the wettest period
in the county.

Rainfall for 2018 at the air-
port totals 4.77 inches, which
is about 30 percent below the
average for the period Jan. 1
through Aug. 23.

With nature contribut-
ing little to nothing toward
irrigating crop fields, many
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had to rely solely on water
stored in reservoirs, said
Wes Morgan, who manages
the Burnt River Irrigation
District in southern Baker
County, where the drought
has been more severe.

“It’s definitely stuff1
haven't seen, the amount
of water I've had to release
(from Unity Reservoir),” Mor-
gan said Thursday morning.

Unity Reservoir, which
is the sole reservoir in the
irrigation district, is hold-
ing about 6,500 acre-feet of
water — about 25 percent of
its capacity.

have enough water to meet
irrigators’ needs through
mid-September, but he said
it’s possible he'll “come up a
few days short.”

Irrigation season typi-
cally ends around Sept. 30,
he said. Water from Unity
Reservoir irrigates fields
downriver to the Durkee
Valley.

The drought has more
dramatically depleted the
much larger Phillips Reser-
voir, along the Powder River
about 17 miles southwest of
Baker City.

It’s holding about 11,500

of full.

Phillips Reservoir was
actually drawn down even
further, though, in two of the
past three years.

There was a respite from
the ongoing drought in 2017
— the result of the prodi-
gious snowpack the previous
winter — when the reservoir
was more than half full in
late August.

But the previous two sum-
mers the reservoir nearly
emptied — it was at 7,700
acre-feet on Aug. 23, 2016,
and at 7,200 acre-feet in
2015.
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Welcome to the 97th Baker County Fair & Rodeo in Halfway, OR
Septem]oer 1,2 & 3, 2018

B Tickets $10, 6-12 86, 5 & under FREE * Free Fairground Entrance 8

Bring your exhibits to the Grange Hall 7:30-10 a.m. Saturday

ICA & Pro West Rodeo Sat & Sun Pre Rodeo starts 6:30 pP™
Mon Pre Rodeo 1:30 pPm ~
Enter ]aclzpot events open Aug. 22,

Call: 541-540-6114

Mule Races (],uring’ cach rodeo performance
Faith Riders perform all 3 days
Satur(lay 10 a.m. Ride In Team Roping
"Pack Horse Race" enters fairg’rounds along’ with Little
N Muttin Busters before Saturday N ig’}lt Rodeo performance

Entertainment on the mi(lwav:

Sa’curday Fair & Rodeo & Heﬂs Canyon Court Tryou’cs 3 p-m.
Safeway Sponsored Breakfast FREE to all 7-10 a.m.
Pie Auction Satur(lay 3:30 p-m.
Monclay Wild Cow Miﬂzing, Ribbon & Team Roping
(caﬂ 541-540-6144 to enter)
Sun(lay Music by Frank Carlson 3-6 p.-m.
Entertainment on stage Sunday 5 p-m.
Dog Show on leash Sunday 3 p.m.
Cow]ooy Church Sunday 10 a.m. on the stage

Downtown Halfway Parade Satur(],ay 5 p.m.

Line up starts 4 p-m.

Grand Marshals Jim Myers & Agnes Bird

Grand Champion Round Robin Sunday 5 p.m. in the pavilion
Youth Livestock Auction starts Monday 9 a.m.
Specia/ $25 Monday entrance to the Rodeo
Purchase 5 tickets ][or $25

Baker County Fair & Panhandle Rodeo in Halfway

"A small town celebration in a l?ig way "
WWW. halfwayfairandrodeo com
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