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Long-married couple clashes
over wife’s right to privacy

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I have
been married 25 years. I was 19 and he was
28. Among a number of things we disagree

about, there’s the notion that he feels I

should have zero privacy. If he finds out 1
locked the bathroom door or the bedroom

door for five minutes to get something
private done, like shave or use the potty,
he freaks out and yells at me. He insists
that he’s the husband and 1

shouldn’t feel the need to lock

him out.

This morning I locked the
bedroom door for less than

10 minutes to pack my bag

for a flight. I was running late and wanted
to eliminate the distraction of him going

in and out of the room so I could finish
quickly. He flipped out, calling me rude

for making him feel like he is a pervert by
locking the door: In the nicest way possible I
had asked him when he came to the door if
he would please let me have the room until

Twas done packing.

Don’t I have the right to lock the door if I
feel I need privacy, or is he right that there’s

no need for privacy from a husband? I

hardly get five or 10 minutes a month of it.
We have a large home with four other bath-
rooms. It isn’t a lack-of-space thing. Please

help me resolve this.

—IT'S PERSONAL, IN NEW YORK

DEAR IT’S PERSONAL: Everyone

needs privacy at one time or another. Be-
cause someone is married does not mean
she (or he) shouldn’t have the right to some

-- especially when using the bathroom.

Please point me in the right direction.
—ADDICTED IN KANSAS CITY, MO.
DEAR ADDICTED: Because, for the
reason you stated, Alcoholics Anonymous
isn’t for you, I'm glad to offer secular
alternatives. The first is SMART Recov-
ery, a four-point program that encourages
motivation to abstain and provides help
in coping with cravings, managing nega-
tive emotions and finding a
healthy life balance.
SMART Recovery offers
face-to-face support groups
worldwide as well as online
meetings, Its goal, like AA,
is lifetime abstinence, and its meetings and
help are also free. Unlike AA, lifetime atten-
dance at meetings is not required. To find
more information, visit smartrecovery.org.
Another resource is Secular Organiza-
tions for Sobriety (also known as Save Our
Selves). You will find a list of meetings at
sossobriety.org. Whichever you choose, I
wish you a successful recovery.

DEAR
ABBY

DEAR ABBY: Years ago, I bought a
beautiful little cottage in the North Caroli-
na mountains as a second home. I feel very
lucky to be able to afford such a luxury
and have always been generous, sharing
it with family and friends. However, it has
reached the point where people constantly
ask to use it.

Abby, my guests have left holes in cush-
ions, bubble gum on couches and some-
one’s child even peed in the bed. Only once
in 10 years was I left with a thank-you

Hurricane Lane shifts closer to Hawaii

By Jennifer Sinco Kelleher
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Hur-
ricane Lane soaked Hawaii’s
Big Island on Thursday,
dumping nearly 20 inches
of rain in nearly 24 hours as
residents stocked up on sup-
plies and tried to protect their
homes ahead of the state’s
first hurricane since 1992.

The National Weather
Service warned that Lane
will get “perilously close” to
Hawaii and that some areas
could see up to 30 inches
(about 80 centimeters) before
the system passes.

Lane was not projected to
make direct hit on the islands,
but officials warned that even
a lesser blow could do signifi-
cant harm.

“You do not need a direct
strike to have major impacts
from a hurricane this strong,”
said Steve Goldstein, a
meteorologist at the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration in Washington.

The center of the Category
4 storm was predicted to
move close to or over portions
of the main islands later
Thursday or Friday, bringing
dangerous surf of 20 feet (6
meters) and a storm surge of
up to 4 feet (1 meter), forecast-
ers said. As of 11 a.m., the
hurricane was about 275

road to Hilo was cut off due to
landslides.

“Rain has been nonstop for
the last half hour or so and
winds are just starting to pick
up,” Beimler said as he posted
videos of trees being blown
sideways. “Our usually quiet
stream is raging right now.”

He said staying put is
about the only choice he has.

“We essentially have one
way in and out of our towns
so sheltering in place is the
priority,” Beimler said in a
Twitter message.

Two campers were reported
trapped overnight in Waipio
Valley, along the Big Island’s
northern coast. The campers
called authorities Wednesday;
but emergency crews could
not mount a rescue operation.

“We can’t go in because the
roads — there’s a river of wa-
ter down there,” said Hawaii
County Managing Director
Wil Okabe. Landslides had
closed some roads.

In addition, there were
reports of boulders falling into
a park in Hilo on the east side
of the island, Okabe said.

Shelters opened Wednes-
day on the Big Island and on
the islands of Maui, Molokai
and Lanai. Officials urged
those needing the Molokai
shelter to get there soon
because of concerns that the

Your husband is either extremely control-
ling or doesn't trust you to be alone, and
that’s not healthy. What's causing his be-

havior I can’t guess, but a licensed mental

health professional may be able to help

you figure it out. If he won’t agree to go, go

without him.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 28-year-old man

with a serious drinking problem. I function

normally at work, but I have no real life
outside of work or drinking.

I tried AA, but didn’t feel comfortable in
an organization that emphasizes God as
part of the path to sobriety. I am desperate
to find a way to recover, but I feel helpless.

note and a gift card to a local store. Most
of the time I find a bottle of cheap wine. (I

don’t drink.)

enjoy.

How can I stop this? I'm being taken
advantage of I know I'm partly at fault for
being so generous. This cottage was bought
for me, my children and grandchildren to

—TOO GENEROUS
DEAR TOO GENEROUS: People can
be taken advantage of only if they allow it.
You need to learn to say no. And when (not
if) you are asked why you no longer allow
friends and family to use the cottage in
your absence, tell the individuals exactly
what you have told me about your reasons.

miles (460 kilometers) south
of Honolulu.

Lane “shifted a little closer
to the islands, unfortunately;”

meteorologist Melissa Dye

said. “Big Island and Maui

are in the thick of it now.”
As Lane moved closer to

the islands, it was expected to

weaken more rapidly and turn

toward the west. But it was
unknown exactly when that

would happen, forecasters said.

Pablo Akira Beimler, who

lives on the coast in Honokaa

on the Big Island, said the

main highway on the island’s
south coast could become
impassable.

On the island of Oahu, shel-
ters were scheduled to open
Thursday. Aid agencies were
also working to help Hawaii’s
sizeable homeless popula-
tion, many of whom live near
beaches and streams that
could flood.

Because there’s not enough
shelter space statewide,
Hawaii Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Administrator
Tom Travis urged people who

were not in flood zones to stay
home.

On the island of Lanai, it was
eerily dead still and gray, said
Nick Palumbo II, who owns
Lanai Surf'School and Safari.

“It’s relatively like a regular
day,” he said by telephone. “I
got friends calling me telling
me there’s surf at the beach,
and they're actually going
surfing right now.”

He won't be joining them
and instead is staying home
with his four children since
there’s no school.

Palumbo is prepared for the
storm after boarding up one
large window and stocking up
on snack food. He’s also got a
freezer full of fish he’s caught
on dives and deer he’s hunted
on the island to last them
through the storm.

“T don’t have a generator,
but I figure as things thaw
out, if the electricity goes, we'll
just get cooking,” he said.

The central Pacific gets
fewer hurricanes than other
regions, with about only four
or five named storms a year.
Hawaii rarely gets hit. The
last major storm to hit was
Iniki in 1992. Others have
come close in recent years.

Napua Puaoi of Wailuku,
Maui, said she and her hus-
band planned on boarding
up their windows and sliding
doors. She was 12 at the time
of Hurricane Iniki.

“When it did happen, I just
remember pandemonium.

It was all-out craziness,” she
said.

Unlike Florida or Texas,
where residents can get in
their cars and drive hundreds
of miles to safety, people in
Hawaii are confined to the
islands. They have to make
sure they have enough sup-
plies to outlast power outages
and other potential emergen-
cies.
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