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GUEST EDITORIAL

Dump
restrictions
on hemp

Editorial from The (Bend) Bulletin:

It appears likely that by the end of September
it could become legal to grow industrial hemp in
Oregon. It will happen, that is, if the U.S. Senate
votes this week to take part in a conference commit-
tee with the House of Representatives to work out
differences between the two bodies’ omnibus farm
bill legislation.

Hemp is not marijuana. It has many industrial
uses. Don’t treat it like an illegal drug.

The Senate wrapped the Hemp Farming Act, spon-
sored by Kentucky Republicans Mitch McConnell
and Rand Paul, and Oregon Democrats Ron Wyden
and Jeff Merkley, into its version of the larger farm
bill before approving the latter in late June. The
House bill squeaked through on June 21.

The House did not deal with hemp, and that’s
one of the differences between the two that must be
worked out. Hemp fiber, a non-intoxicating cousin of
marijuana, has a variety of uses, from rope to cloth-
ing to providing cannabidiol for medicines.

If the House agrees, a couple of things will happen.
Hemp will lose its listing on the federal Schedule-1
list of drugs, which includes heroin, LSD and ecstasy,
as well as marijuana and hemp, both of which are
already legal in Oregon.

That done, states and Indian tribes will be allowed
to take over regulation of hemp, though they are
required under the bill to turn a control plan over
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Industrial
hemp also would be excluded from the Controlled
Substances Act, giving growers access to banks and
other financial institutions they don’t have now.

The changes could give more hemp growers reason
to move to Central Oregon. Our dry climate is good
for a crop that has mildew and mold problems, and
hemp is drought resistant, suitable for the desert.
Too, under current Oregon law, licensed growers can
farm hemp without prior approval from either cities
or counties.

The changes make sense. Hemp is not marijuana,
and in Oregon, it must be tested to ensure that's
true. Remove the unnecessary federal restrictions on
hemp.
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Examming Trump’s “treason’

Recently John Brennan, former direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency,
tweeted as follows:

“Donald Trump’s press conference
performance in Helsinki rises to &
exceeds the threshold of “high crimes &
misdemeanors.” It was nothing short of
treasonous.”

Tweets should not be expected to cap-
ture the nuances of constitutional law.
But a lot of people have been reacting
along Brennan’s lines. It's important to
put his comment in context. As it turns
out, it contains a major mistake — but
it also raises a legitimate question.

The Constitution states, “Treason
against the United States, shall consist
only in levying war against them, or in
adhering to their enemies, giving them
aid and comfort.” That is an exceed-
ingly narrow definition. “Enemies”
are nations with whom we are at war
(whether declared or open).

The United States is not at war
with Russia. People who are alarmed
by President Trump’s statements in
Helsinki are of course entitled to use
the word “treasonous” in the colloquial
sense — but not in the constitutional
sense.

The Constitution allows the presi-
dent to be impeached and removed
from office for “Treason, Bribery, or
other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.”
As the debates during the founding era
make clear, egregious misconduct can
count as a “high Crime and Misde-
meanor” — even if it is not a violation of
the criminal law.
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Walden’s hypocrisy means
I support McLeod-Skinner

Tam 90 years old and happily retired
in Baker City. I worked many years as
a paid employee before opening and
running my own bookstore for 25 years.
During this time, I always contributed
to Social Security and Medicare. I
retired at 72 and now rely on these pro-
grams to meet my monthly expenses.

Without them, my quality of life
would be destroyed.

In April, Greg Walden voted for the
Balanced Budget Amendment, a consti-
tutional amendment that would require
the federal government to approve
budgets that spend no more than incom-
ing revenue.

This sounds like a prudent way to
keep our national budget in line. But for

CASS R. SUNSTEIN

During the constitutional convention,
James Madison saw impeachment as
a provision “for defending the Commu-
nity against the incapacity, negligence
or perfidy of the chief Magistrate.” He
added that the president “might pervert
his administration into a scheme of
peculation or oppression. He might be-
tray his trust to foreign powers.” It was
clear that Madison believed these to be
sufficient grounds for impeachment.

Gouverneur Morris, who originally
opposed the idea of impeachment,
added that the president should “be
impeachable for treachery” (a broader
concept than treason). He added, “Cor-
rupting his electors, and incapacity
were other causes of impeachment.” His
crucial, soaring words: “The people are
the King.”

Also at the convention, Edmund Ran-
dolph summarized the grounds for the
impeachment clause: “The Executive
will have great opportunitys of abusing
his power.”

In The Federalist, Alexander Ham-
ilton similarly referred to “the abuse
or violation of some public trust.” He
argued that high crimes and misde-
meanors “are of a nature which may
with peculiar propriety be denominated
POLITICAL, as they relate chiefly to
injuries done immediately to society
itself”

Importantly, the founding genera-

the Republicans in Congress to declare
they support fiscal responsibility after
approving $1.5 trillion in tax cuts for the
rich is hypocrisy at its worst. Had this
amendment been approved, Congress
would have considered substantial cuts
to Americans’ earned Social Security
and Medicare benefits.

Most of us try to be responsible citi-
zens and live within our means. Auto-
matic deductions for Social Security and
Medicare are taken out of our paychecks
and because of this, we qualify for ben-
efits when we reach 65 and retire from
the workforce. These are not “entitle-
ments” as many Republicans like to call
them. They are programs that we have
contributed to for our entire working
lives and are designed to help us main-
tain our independence in old age.

tion did not want impeachment to be
a partisan affair, or a means of undo-
ing the outcome of an election. They
recognized the gravity of any effort to
remove a sitting president. Consistent
with their goals, we do well to adopt a
firm principle of neutrality.

For those who think, with Brennan,
that impeachment is worth contemplat-
ing, it is necessary to ask: Would you
think the same thing, if you agreed with
the president on matters of policy, and
thought that he was doing a wonderful
job?

For those who think that the very
idea of impeachment is ridiculous, it is
necessary to ask: Would you think the
same thing, if you did not vote for the
president, and thought that he was driv-
ing the nation into a ditch?

It is not easy to argue that a perfor-
mance at a press conference, standing
by itself, can be counted as a high crime
or misdemeanor in the constitutional
sense. But Brennan was right to be
alarmed by Trump’s shifting, ambiva-
lent reactions to the findings of his own
intelligence community; by his appar-
ent deference to Vladimir Putin; by his
obvious reluctance to condemn foreign
interference in American elections by
Russia.

It may not yet count as “perfidy” —
but it’s gotten uncomfortably close to
that neighborhood.

Cass R. Sunstein is a Bloomberg Opinion
columnist.

For Greg Walden to endorse tax cuts
for the wealthy and then pretend to sup-
port fiscal responsibility is absurd. He
is reneging on his duty to the citizens of
our district and putting our lives at risk.

Fortunately, we have an opportunity
to make a change. Jamie McLeod-Skin-
ner is running to be our new representa-
tive. She realizes that the recent tax cut
passed by Congress made our system of
taxation less fair and she does not sup-
port it. She will advocate for our families
and communities and not for special in-
terests. She cares about the hard work-
ing and retired people in our district.
Learn more about Jamie and join me in
voting her into office in November.

Gloria Gordon
Baker City
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