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Top-seeded Roger Federer was upset in the Wimbledon quarterfinals.

By Howard Fendrich
AP Tennis Writer

LONDON — Roger
Federer was a point away
from a rather tidy, straight-
set victory in the Wimbledon
quarterfinals. One lousy
point.

And then, slowly, over
the next two-plus hours, all
the way until the fifth set
reached its 24th game, as the
temperature dropped and
the spectators’ cries of “Let’s
go, Roger!” echoed through
the shadows, everything
came apart for the eight-
time champion. Against an
opponent who'd never beaten
him nor made it this far at
the All England Club.

In a stunning turnaround
in an unfamiliar setting —
No. 1 Court instead of Centre
Court — the top-seeded Fe-
derer blew a third-set match
point and, eventually; all of
his big lead in a 2-6, 6-7 (5),
7-5,6-4,13-11 loss to No. 8
Kevin Anderson on Wednes-
day in a 4-hour, 14-minute
tussle.

“It was just one of those
days where you hope to get
by somehow,” said Federer,
who last played at No. 1
Court in 2015. “T almost
could have. I should have.”

While his tournament is
over, two of his long-time
rivals at the top of tennis set
up a semifinal showdown:
Rafael Nadal and Novak
Djokovic. Nadal, who's won
two of his 17 Grand Slam
titles at Wimbledon, edged
2009 U.S. Open champion
Juan Martin del Potro 7-5,
6-7(7),4-6,6-4,6-4in a
wildly entertaining match
that featured diving shots by
both and lasted 4 hours, 48
minutes.

Djokovic, whose 12 major
championships include three
from the All England Club,
got to his first Grand Slam
semifinal since 2016 by beat-
ing No. 24 seed Kei Nishikori
6-3, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2.

In Friday’s other men’s
match, Anderson will face
No. 9 John Isner, the 33-year-
old American who reached
his first major semifinal in
his 41st try by eliminating
2016 runner-up Milos Raonic
6-7(5),7-6 (7), 6-4, 6-3. Isner
hit 25 aces, saved the only
break point he faced, and
has won all 95 of his service
games in the tournament.

Federer hadn’t been
broken until facing Ander-
son. Still, the 20-time major
champion was leading by
two sets and 5-4 in the
third when, with Anderson
serving, he got to Ad-Out.

He could have ended things
right then and there. Federer
managed to return a 134
mph serve, but on his next
stroke, he shanked a back-
hand.

Back to deuce. From there,
it all began to change. An-

derson held for 5-all, broke

to 6-5 with a violent return
winner off a 97 mph second
serve, then staved off three

break points and closed the
set with a 133 mph ace.

The comeback was just
beginning.

“I had my chances,”
Federer said, “so it’s disap-
pointing.”

This was only the third
time in Federer’s 20 years
of contesting Grand Slam
matches that he lost after
taking the opening two sets;
both of the other defeats
came in 2011. And, according
to the ATP, it’s the fifth time
Federer lost a match at a
major after holding a match
point, something else that
last happened seven years
ago.

How hard was it to see
this coming?

First of all, Federer was
4-0 against Anderson, win-
ning every set. But there was
more. So much more. Federer
was attempting to reach his
13th semifinal at Wimbledon
and move closer to title No.
9, both of which would have
broken his own records.

He came into the match
having won 32 consecutive
sets at Wimbledon, a run
he stretched to 34 before
faltering.

“T just kept on telling my-

self, T have to keep believing’
I kept saying that today was
going to be my day,” Ander-
son said, “because you really
need that mindset taking the
court against somebody like
Roger”

Anderson was the runner-
up to Nadal at last year’s
U.S. Open, but he never
made it beyond the fourth
round at Wimbledon until
this week. He hit 28 aces
against Federer, saved nine
of 12 break points and man-
aged to hold his own in the
rare lengthy baseline rallies.

“It’s like that with the
big servers,” Federer said.
“You're never really safe.”

As the fifth set became
as much a test of mental
strength as anything, from
4-all to 6-all to 8-all to 10-all,
Anderson stayed steady. It
was Federer who blinked,
double-faulting to face a
break point at 11-all, then
slapping a forehand into the
net.

Anderson, a 32-year-old
South African who played
college tennis at Illinois,
served it out, ending things
with a 128 mph service win-
ner before raising both arms.

Djokovic got his wish to
play in the main stadium,
and he showed that he might
completely be back from
right elbow troubles.

Host an Exchange
Student Today!

Enjoys spending time with her
family and younger siblings.
Victoria plays volleyball and is
excited to learn new sports
while in America.

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)
Make a lifelong

friend from abroad.

Enrich your family with
another culture. Now you
can host a high school
exchange student (girl or
boy) from France, Germany,
Scandinavia, Spain,

- Australia, Japan, Brazil, Ttaly
Victoria from Australia, 17 yrs. ~ OF other countries. Single
parents, as well as couples
with or without children,
may host. Contact us ASAP
for more information or to
select your student.

Giorgio from Italy, 16 yrs.
Loves to play baseball and spend
time with his dogs. Giorgio also
plays the guitar, and his dream
is to join a drama club at his
American high school.

Amy at 1-800'733'2773 (Toll Free)

host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

ASSE International S h:
For

THANK YOU EASTERN OREGON

for choosing us for your paint, stains,
windows, auto glass & art supplies!
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La Grande Paint ¢ Glass
541-963-8671

601 Adams Ave, La Grande, OR ¢ LaGrandePaint.com

Benefit, Non-Profit Organization.
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Silverado
1900  stk# 10663A

Stk# 10606C )
311 885 Silverado
y 2300 Heavy Duty

Silverado
1500LT Stk# 10669

Stk# 10670

541,885 ‘ ?uﬁn'::rcrew

Stk# 10527A
261BH

Stk# 10671

524,900 ivic: ™

36 500‘ Stk# 10644A
y 300 Touring
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT Stk#10660

1989 Geo Tracker Stk#10657

2004 Chevrolet Silverado Stk#10668
1985 Ford Bronco IT Stk#10602

2014 Ford Expedition EL XLT Stk#10603
2007 Ford F150 Supercrew Stk#10655A
2011 Ford F250 Super Duty Stk#10639A
2004 Ford F350 SRW Super Duty Stk#10650A
2011 Ford Fusion SEL Stk#10629A

2015 GMC Sierra 3500 SLE Stk#10656
2006 Mini Cooper S Stk#10673

§24,999
§11,775
§23,985
$11,885

1971 Jeepster Commando Stk#10658

2015 Norstar Industries Flatbed Stk#10448 $2,295

2000 Suzuki Carry Mini Pickup Stk#10447 $5,999

JUST ARRIVED

1999 Chev K2500 Excab 5.7, 5 spd 4x4
1990 Ford F250 Supercab XLT 7.3 Diesel
1996 Ford F350 Crew Cab 4x4 7.3, 5spd

2010 Toyota Highlander V/6, Auto,
Leather, Loaded

1980 Pontiac Firebird Stk#10453A

1996 Suzuki Sidekick Sport JX Stk#10607A
2016 Toyota 4Runner SR5 Stki#10646 $32,350
2008 Custom Built Horse Trailer Stk#10495 $1,900

Midget

Stk# 10568
Race Car

Stk# 10370
4,999 &
Chopper

450SL Stk# 10570
Convertihle

35 900‘ Stk# 10662
y Comet

311 W. Main St
Enterprise

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5,
Saturday 8-4



