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Wife to perfect husband cheats
without remorse

DEAR ABBY: I have a wonderful hus-
band of 11 years and three children. “Carl” is
attentive, caring and always puts the needs
of our family first. You could say he is every-
one’s dream husband.

Long story short, I cheated on him while
was on vacation. It started as innocent flirta-
tion, but then it went further. When “Brad”
kissed me, I knew it wasn’t going to stop there.
Afterward, I not only didn’t
feel guilty, I did it again. I
have been quietly communi-
cating with Brad and sent
him revealing photos and a
graphic video of myself He
loved it, and we plan to meet again soon.

Please help me understand why I am
cheating on such a wonderful husband.
Shouldn’t I feel guilty? What can I do to stop
this before it gets out of control and Carl
finds out? I really don’t want to lose him.

—DONT FEEL GUILTY

DEAR DON'T FEEL GUILTY: I have a
flash for you. This fling is already out of con-
trol. While the excitement may have gone
out of your marriage, I guarantee that when
Carl gets wind of this — start the count-
down now — you'll have an abundance of it.

If you really value your marriage, start
devoting as much energy to working on it as
you have been directing toward Brad. And
pray that Brad is a good enough sport to
delete the incriminating photos and video.

DEAR ABBY: I am in love with a man who
is 28 years younger than I am. I'll call him Al-
bert. We want to get married, but I'm not sure
how much the age difference really matters.
We have been seeing each other for almost a
year, and I know he loves me. We haven't told
anyone except a few people. My son, 28, and
my daughter, 40, don’t know how serious we
are. My granddaughter knows everything.

I know my children may object because
of the age difference and the fact that Albert
is from another country (in Africa). To me,
that doesn’t matter, and it may not to them,
but Albert is worried that Immigration may
question us. We are both private people, and
we want to be together as husband and wife.

1 can’t give him children, but there are
other ways we can have a child of our own.

L want my kids to be happy for me. I really

DEAR
ABBY

need to know what you think.
—LOSTIN LOVE
DEAR LOST: That Albert is afraid of the
questions Immigration might ask raises a red
flag for me. What I think is that if'you choose
to proceed — as I suspect you probably will —
you should be very cautious doing so.

DEAR ABBY: I have a concern I suspect
is shared by others. Keeping
a_journal has been shown to
be of significant psychological
benefit, but I do not want my
private thoughts and con-
cerns read by others after my
death. Is this silly of me? I realize I'll be dead
and gone, but the possibility of it happening
inhibits me from recording my thoughts and
feelings. Thanks for any insights you and /or
your readers can offer:
— PRIVATE IN VIRGINIA

DEAR PRIVATE: Unless you have an
executor you can trust to dispose of your
journals when you are gone, my recom-
mendation would be to keep your journals
online, in the cloud, and able to be accessed
only by you.

DEAR ABBY: I recently reconnected with
my best friend from high school. I moved out
of state at the age of 30, and we lost touch.
Turns out she lives about 70 miles from me.
Neither of us married or had children.

Someone told me where she works and
I called her. She called back the following
weekend, and we talked for a couple of hours.
It was a good conversation, and it ended
with her saying she would be in touch in the
next couple of months. We had discussed get-
ting together for lunch.

It has been almost four months and I'm
puzzled as to why I have not heard from her:
Should I let it go or contact her once more?
It bothers me that she doesn’t seem to want
to get together and hasn’t told me why. Any
suggestions?

— RECONNECTING

DEAR RECONNECTING: There could
be any number of reasons why your old
friend let this slide. Contact her again and
“remind” her that you had discussed having
lunch together. Her response — or lack of
one — will tell you if she’s really interested.

Many out of power, water in flood-hit Japan

The Associated Press

HIROSHIMA, Japan —
Akira Tanimoto says his
apartment narrowly survived
the floods and mudslide at
his residential complex over
the weekend, and even if he
wants to go back there with
his wife and two pet birds, he
can’t because there is no wa-
ter, power or food available.

After their desperate
run from floods that had
hit the apartment complex
where about a dozen of his
neighbors were found dead,
he returned to his place
Monday to check on his
apartment, which was al-
most intact. He also had to
bring with him his beloved
birds, which he initially had
to leave behind.

Tanimoto wants to go
back there with his wife,
Chieko, and their yellow and
green parakeets, Pi-chan
and Kyako-chan, but said it
would take a few weeks until
they get the utility services
back and clean the place.

“T can’t go back if I wanted
to,” the 66-year-old retired
Self-Defense serviceman
said, holding a bird cage, in
which the birds chirped as
he spoke. “Electricity is out,
water is cut off and there is
no information there.”

Rescuers were combing
through mud-covered hill-
sides and along riverbanks
Tuesday searching for dozens
of people missing after heavy
rains unleashed flooding and
mudslides in southwestern
Japan, where the death toll
has exceeded 150.

More than 50 people
were unaccounted for as
of Tuesday evening, many
in the hardest-hit Hiro-
shima area. At Tanimoto’s
apartment complex, about
a dozen victims have been
found. He and his wife

grabbed the minimum ne-
cessities and walked about
1.5 kilometers (1 mile) to

a fire engine Sunday after
the floods and mudslides
hit the complex. Debris
and mudslides had stopped
right outside the couple’s
apartment door.

Tanimoto thinks he and
his wife are the lucky ones.
“Some of our neighbors had
their apartments destroyed,
others are still looking for
their families. So we are
lucky. Our parakeets even
survived,” he said.

Work under the scorching
sun was hampered by mud
and heat, and shipments of
relief goods were delayed by
damaged roads and transpor-
tation systems, especially in
areas isolated by the disaster.

Residents sheltering at the
Yano school were provided
with water, blankets and cell-
phone chargers. But a local
volunteer, Yuki Sato, 25, said
local convenience stores were
obviously in short supply,
so she didn’t buy anything
there because she wanted to
save them for the evacuees
or others who can’t drive out
of town.

Water and other relief sup-
plies were scarce in some of
the other disaster-hit areas.

“No water, food, nothing
gets here,” Ichiro Tanabe, a
73-year-old resident in the
neighboring port city of Kure,
told the Mainichi newspa-
per. “We are going to be all
dried up if we continue to be
isolated.”

Delivery companies
Sagawa Express Co. and
Yamato Transport Co. and
cargo service Japan Freight
Railway Co. said some of
their shipments to and
from the flooded areas have
been suspended or reduced.
Regional supermarket chains

such as Every Co. said one
outlet is closed and sev-

eral other outlets shortened
service hours due to delivery
delays and supply shortage.

Thousands of homes were
still without clean water
and electricity in Hiroshima
and other hard-hit areas.
Residents lined up for water
under the scorching sun as
temperatures rose to 35 Cel-
sius (95 Fahrenheit), raising
risks of heat stroke.

In another hard-hit town,
Ozu in Ehime prefecture,
water supplies were entirely
cut off and residents could
not clean their mud-stained
homes, or even their clothes.
At a major supermarket
in town, employees sold
bottled water and tea, cups
of noodles and other pre-
served foods that survived
the floods, while employees
cleaned damaged merchan-
dise, throwing items into
dozens of plastic bags.

The landslides and flood-
ing across much of western
Japan have killed at least
155 people, Chief Cabinet
Secretary Yoshihide Suga
told a news conference.

Some of the thousands
of residents who had been
evacuated, some rescued
from their rooftops, began
cleaning up after the rain
stopped Monday.

Suga said the government
set up a task force and was
spending 2 billion yen ($18
million) to hasten deliveries
of supplies and other support
for evacuation centers and
residents in the region.

Earlier Tuesday, the Self-
Defense Force ferried seven
oil trucks from Hiroshima
to Kure, a manufacturing
city whose 226,000 residents
were cut off from the rest
of the prefecture due to the
disaster.
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