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VIOE LEAGUE WILL ALSO BE
POHRMED

AT CHAMBER OF COMMERC
p b}

Patriotio Men of the Community Are
Tavited to Ald In Work for
Nation

Bl GAME SOUGHT
BY GERMAN DIVER

Belief That Craft In Hunating for Vess
wel Hearing Minister Dalfour and
Geneml Jolt+

Jew York, Aprell 170 cHeLel that
[ Germuny may have obtained informa-
| tion of the departure of British For-
elgn Minister Balfour, General Jof-
fre, French Minister of Justice Vi-
'\In.nl and other wmwembers of the al
lied commisalon en route here, was
|c-wrnmrd here this afternoon as ex-
| plaining the sudden appearance of a
ITdboat off the American coast,

It was recalled that Germany learn-
ed In some way of the departure of
| Lord Kitchener when he was en route
to an wllled conference and sank the

+  Bervioe League, and second, the or-{

The boys have been marohing ul'“'“l on which he was a passenger.

5 | The report of the engagement with
10 the front; the girls have organised {te submarine with the destroyer
the Honor Guard, citizens genorally. | 8mith served to emphasize the dun-
quite & number of whom are women, | gem faced by the allled commission-
are organizing the Red Cross, and | ®rs 1o their fourney to this country.

tonight mere men will have their in- e el I ™o

oing, A rousing meeting will be

hold at the Chamber of Commoru!G[mmv m SIA

roome, at 7:30 thim evening. It in|

for men. ‘The purposes are (wo, m m m m

Firat, the orgenization of a Crants|
Pass branch of the Oregon Patriotte

TORPED)FRED BYDNER
MISSES 1.5 DESTROVER

Beligerent Visitor Submerges After Unsuccessfal Attack
on Warship at Early Hoar This Morming, a Few
] Miles Off East Coast, and Apparently Escapes

Washington, April 17.—Germany fired the first shot
of the war of America against Germany today—and it
missed. The information reached the navy department
shortly after noon that the United States destroyer Smith
was fired upon by a German submarine at 3:30 a. m. The
torpedo launched by the U boat missed the Smith. The
latter gave chase to the submarine, but the enemy U boat
submerged and escaped. ‘

Announcing the first engagement of the war, the navy
department this afternoon issued the following bulletin:

“Reports from Fire Island lightship to navy station

at Boston and at New York that at about 3:30 a. m., the
17th, an enemy sibmarine was sighted by the U. 8. 8./
Smith, running apparently submerged. e submarine |
fired a torpedo at the SBmith, which missed her by thirty |
vards, Wake of torpedo plainly seen crossing the bows. |
Submarine disappeared.”

" The navy department had not heard about the clash

GERMAN SUBMARINE OFF ATLANTIC (0

YW YORK CTY
HOW I WHR 20N

Bteps Are Takem for Protection of
Eastern Coast Now Menseed by
Submarines

New York, April 17.—The great-
eat city in the world Is In the war
tone this afterncon. The grestfest
secrecy is belog mualntained as to
steps that are being takem to pro-
teot the port, but with a German U
boat reported by the pavy depart-
ment immediately off the comst, the
city was admitiedly menaced.

Late reports from ' the Boston
naval station Indicated the bellef that
the submarine which attacked the U.
8. destroyer Smith might be off the
Jersey coast.

Fire Island, from which original
reports of the hostile ship's pres-
ence came, Is only 35 miles from
Sandy Hook, the entmnce to New
York bay. If successful in eluding
the American patrol ships, the sub-
marine might slfp into Long Island
sound and bomibard outlying sections
of the town.

New York harbor is guarded by
submarine nets, it Is known, but
whatever defenses there are is kept
secret by the navy department. The
navy yard in Brooklyn was closed to
every one this afternoon. Inquiries

v AR Ao, A
ING PROGRESS ALL ALONG
" vuk WeerERY pRONT "~
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Lens and La Fere Are Also Closely
Prewed snd Mus Soon
Capltulate

slaught at almost any hour. Cambral

ganisation of a company of Home
Guardd, o
“The Patriotic Service Leaxne Is one
of the most Important organizations
In putting the people of Oregon be-
'lnd the government In this emer-
gency. 1L In recognized by the gov-
ernor and big business enterprises of
the state generally as the medinm for
getling to the people Information and
instruction as to how best to make

. Christlans, April 17, ~Uermany

", | ahortly. I8 Lo At 40.0R0TEAL DbLT0RS )

a stutement of the terms on which

she connlders peace negotinble, wo-
lcording 10 rumors In diMomatic cir-
clen today,

The reports came from  sonrces
known to be closely IdentHled with
the German ofelals’ plan.

Those closest In touch with (he

until press reports brought
| Commnder P, vy

Charlestown had been made,
Hook flashed back the story
notified Belknap.

navy yard on the telephone and asked details, New York,
too, was ignorant, but at once communicated with Fire
Island lightship, from where the

by telephone breught only the curt
response that there was no informa-
tion lo give out. -At Ooueversur's
Island, headquarters of the army of
the east, there was the greatést ac-
tivity. Army aviators took to the
air on varlous missions.

word of it. Immediately
coniidr got the New York

original report to|

A few minutes later Sandy | There are scores of towns along the
to New York, which at once|New Jersey cosst that are unpro-
.| tected and might easily be bombarded

thelr patriotlc efforts connt-—and ag|Uerman movement here had - hot
a means for them to keep In tonch heard any do_hlh of what Germany
with the other communities of the |Proboses to offer. They did not be-
state.  Practically every section of |lleve, however, there would be many
the state has  organised local | concesslong, and some belleved Ger-
branches, Grants Pass will form her's  Many's proffer will adhere strictly to
tonliht. the one fentatively pat forward In
Some of the men who will not vamo'llh-rombor. P

under the limitations for the frst 1ine | Seandinavia Is the center of Ger-
enlistments, propose to do their bit|Many's Peace efforts, aimed at Rus-
In nctunl service whether or no, and (#la. That the Teutonic officiuls are
will organize a company of Homp |bending every efforl to realization of
Guards 1o do snch service ns guard [thelr hope of separate peace with the
local strateglc points such as  rall- (new provinclal government at Pet-
roads, bridges, tnnnels, water supply |rograd, in apparent In every quarter
resctvolrs and the like, Men are here y

‘rxud to come out *onight. | American diplomatic ofMclals have

The submarine's efforts to sink the destrover were
the fixst definite evidence of the oft-repeated rumors that
Gernmn U boats lurked off our coasts.

The fact that the Fire Island lightship conveyed the
original information, led to the belief that the (’lerumn
was not far distant from New York City, inasmuch as the
lightship is only 25 miles beyond Sandy Hook, the outer
portal of New York's harbor.

While, for military reasons, the navy department does

by enemy submarines. Germany has

bombarded many togrms on the Brit-

l_ch coast.
The hotels at Atlantic City, fring-
ing the famous board walk, offer a

tempting target. They are entirely

exposed to any fire thalt might be

directed aguinst them from the open
sea. Undoubtedly they will be guard-

ed by patrol ships.
With the pregence of a hostile sub-

effect.

not say what is being done about hunting
it is assumed that a redoubled wateh is being put into

marine now offialally reported, am or-
der from the navy department order-
ing all coast lights out atl might, is
belleved to he a foregone conclusion.

e submarine,

One of the numerous reports of submarines off our
shores has been that a group of them were harbored in
Mexican waters, ready to make a spectacular raid on one
of the big American ports, The immediate effect of the!
Smith affair as the navy sees it, will be to stir up the

Coney Island, ablaze with light as
it Is now at the helght of s sea-

son, will be a perfect gulde for a hos-

tile ship approaching New York.
All resorts along the Jersey coast

e e :!mm formally advised that the Ger-
) R GUAm man goverament s behind the pseu-

do-socialint movement for peace, It
the

Arrnngements for perfecting
organization of a local chapter of the
Wirls' Honor Guard are progressing
vapidly. State headquarters were
unable to forward the blank pledges,
but will send them within the week.

At a meoting of the organization
vommittes held laal evening, a gon-
eral oall wun Insned to the girls and
young married women of the city be-
tween the ages of 14 and 30 for a
mass meeting Wednesday evening, at
7:80, Ip the Ohamber of Commerce
roomn, At this meeling the perma-

ot organization will be made and
plans for the active work of the
Guard presented and discunsed, Al
those oligible to membership are re-
quested to be present,

The work of the Guard I8 divided
into three gensral olasaifioations:
“First ald to the wounded," Including
courses In  emergency trontmoents,
bandage making and applying, diet
nooking, use of torhigquet, hypoder-
mie, ete; “frat ald to tamilles,” In-
cluding courses In care of chlldren,
vookink, sewing, social serviop, ete,;
and ‘“Airsp wid In gensral utility.” in-
oluding caurses I stioh aubjecin ua
auto drlving and care, shorthand,
telegraphy, wirelens, farming, etc.

[was the German governnient that ap!

parently started the soclalist proph-
gandn work and It was the German
‘mm-nment that pushed It by aetive
Aupport,

Count von Bernstorff, prinie apostie
of peace propugands work, has deen
soletted as German anfbassador (o
BSweden, purely In line with this Rus-
slan efori.

Méanwhile German prapagandists
of lesser oallder sprhad reports of
Germany's desire for peace—oare-
fully aveldink, however, any wstate-
ment of terms,

CONSCRPON Y
I Y NS

Woelington, Aprll 17.—Polities
may Heat the consoription army plan,

[Growing fear on the part of many
congressmen that they oconld no
longer face thelr constituents with
an "1 kept yon out of war" plea—
should .they vbte tor vonweription-—
made It appear Inevitable todny that
the veluntosr plan will be given a
trinl Nret, N7

The uumprwmﬂh seoms llke-
Iy to go throwgh will he authoriza.
{lon for the president to ecall for
500,000 to 10007000 volunteers Im-

country to a realization that
stimulate reeruiting both for
The destroyer Smith is

have been brilliantly lighted at night
during the summer months in the
past. Continuance of such Illnmine-
tion would outline the ooast for
scores of miles,

war is at our shores, and to
the navy and the army.
of the “M" class, built in

1909, with a len

1 of 288 feet and a displacement of 700
tons. Her s

is 2014 knots an hour, and she is armed
with five 14-pounder guns and three 18-inch torpedo tubes,
She carries 87 men,

The scout cruiser Chester, in charge of the patrol in
the New England district, displaces 3,750 tons, has a speed |
of 26 knots and is lightly avmored. She earries two 5-inch,
six J-inch and two 3-pounders, with two torpedo tubes.
Her complement includes 356 men. She was built in

When the U-53 arrived at Newport, Captain Rose es-
Pcnially called attention to the fact that he had not put in
or fuel—nor did he take any aboard.

‘The actual appearance of a fightiyg submarine on this
gide has naturally aroused the greatest speculation as to
the possibility of a seeret base having been. established at
some point within comparatively easy reach from home
waters. No information is available, however, as to
whether the navy department believes this may be the
CABC.

m\dhtnly. to be ralued within ninety
days,
At! the same time, the machinery

~ The setinte, on ithe othér hand, ap-
pears more favorably Inclined to the
conscription plan:  Senator Cham-

ALLED OFFENSIE

CRENEST F WA

London, April 17.—The greatest
offensive of the greatest of wara, was
on today.

Over a front of nearly 170 miles
Franco-British forces were driving
with all the strength of energy care-
fully conwerved through wmonths of
winter preparation. Forecast through
fonr days of trenmendons artitlery
concentration, the French movement
began With & brilllant viotery, des-
pite the more and more desperate
regiatance Gy the Uermans.

Laoh, ome of the moat lmmmmlmnnl of certain depositors to with-

'and Laon are less closely suveloped,

bt the menace of the drive was nome

sive entertained here. |

General Nievelle reported a dés-
perate German attempt at Allles to
stem the French tide at Laon. All;
les lles seven miles to the south of
Laon. The attack was repuised by
the Freach.

Agein Nievelle's forces withatood
another powerful German counter-at-

tack at Courcy, four miles north of

Rheims., It s In these lm
tions, apparently that the

wedge has been thrust farthest
against the German lines.

Unofficlal battle front dispatches
received here today declared the Ger-
man losses were tremendous in op-
posing the French offensive, ’

The Sofseons-to-Rheims battle front
selected by the French stafl as the
spot in which to strike Is {deal for
offensive fighting. It Is slightly roll-
ing country, permitting the operation
of vast forces and sufficlently clear
to enable the best mansuvering
Moreover, aslde from the lavorable
nature of the country itsell, the spot
is strategically well situaied, sinee
every blow there is & Jar to the Gar
man line northwest to the channel.

The German llne makes a vast
blunt angle around La Fere, heading
on almost straight line around to
Verdun. The base of this angle—
on the new ,6 Hindenburg LUne—ie
Laon. The French blow is directly
agalnst this point.

OONVIOTED ROSEBURG
BANKER PARDONND

Washington, April 17.— President
Wilson has pardoned Thomad R,
Sheridan, president of the Firat Na-
tional bank of Roseburg, Ore, who
was sontenced to five years in the
penitentiary for withdrawing funda of
depositora, according to Senator Phe-
lan, Callfornis, today.

Sheridan contended ho had writtea

of the center supply stations on the 9T8% their funds. His case was re-

Germans' Hoe, la now added to the
list of Germmn key points directly
mennced by the Franco-Dritish at-

for conscription will be authorined
and put Into motion so that If the
voltinteer system does not work withs
In ninety days, consoription could be
put into effect kmmwdiately thereai.
ter. {

Thin 16 the situation In the house. |

tack. It 'was apparently the direct
objoot of the firet amash with which
General Nievelle threw his massed
forces agalust the enemy, That tre-
mendous blow swept the Germans oft
their feet, forced them back of the

berlain belioves there I8 only one
vole on the semate military commit-
teo whioh favors compromise, Cham-
berialn feels there v suMolent vol-
unteer provislon in the bill as 1t
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(Continued on Plln-ii

(Continued on Page 8)

cently brought before the federal su-
preme court.

TURKEY AND BULGARIA
BREAK WITH UNITRD STATES

Zurloh, April 17.—A report ve-
celved here today declared thal Tur-
ts:r‘nd Bulgariz have formally bro-
ken off relationn with the Ulted
States,
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