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EXPLOSION OF
GAS IN CHICAGD
MILLS MANY

PERE DNEN 007 0 OO

Burning Gas Made Rescue of Impris-
oned Womea and Children

Nearly an Impos.
sibility

IDAHO ALIEN LAW
OFFENSHE TO IS

Scoretary Lansing Tells Gem Siste
Seaator That Diplomatic Dif-
ficulties Would Follow

Washington, Feb, 3.—That threat-
enod diplomatio troubles with Japau
over contemplated alien Iand laws
in Idaho and Oregon are nearer than
was gonerslly belisved, was made
knowna today when Becretary Lan-
sing told Benator Borah the Idaho
laws “will not meet the approval of
Japan.”

that the proposed Idaho laws are not
"almed ot Japamese," but are direct-
ed agalost “all allons.”

Uhleago, Feb. 2,—Five persons nnl
known to be dead and police ulllnmr
that 30 others lost their lives in & gas
explosion which wrecked an 158-Nat|
tenemeat In the congested distriot of
the wost aide carly today. Two thous-

and persons, half naked and bu’llool-;

«d, were driven from thelr homes In-|
10 the sticet with the temperature
four degroes below xero, when bulld-|
lags for several squares were rocked '
by the concussion. Shaltered win-
dows caused great saffering. ‘\

Following the explosion, whieh/
moame with such force that the bulld-
Ing was demolished, & yawning cre-
Vasso waa torn open In the street. Qut!
of the flasure loaped a blue flame|
which, by the time the fAre'ven ars
rived, had spread Lo the Wre.Kige and
Aranalormnd the debrisdntas.rorring
inferno. Reseue of imprisoned and |
injured women and children and re-
wovery of bodles was practically im-
poasible, !

Twelve famlilles made their home In
the tenement. FEach had & number
of roomers, 8o It has been Impossible
to secure an accurate estimate of lha{
number of personas living In the bulld-

|

Bolse, Idaho, Feb, 2. —Unless the
state department flatly asks tne Ida-
ho senate mol to pass pending antl-
Jupanoss leginlation, it seemed cer-
tain today that the bill prohibiting
allen ownership of land would go
through. It has already passed the
house by an unanimous volte.

At present It Is before the senate
judiciary committee.

Governgr Alexander, democrat,
has a safe majority in both houses.
If the national government made an
appeal direetly to him, It s Delleved
he could easily kill the measure, even
though he has manifested no desire
to Interfore yet.

Salem, Fwb, Senator Wilbur
today withdrew from the Oregon up-
per house his bill prohibiting Jap-
anese. from ewning land in.this state.

“Since Germany has receded from
the position she took following the
Sussex wase,” sald Wilbur, as he

2.

made the motion for withdrawal, 1|

am not willlng to lay on the govern-
ment at Washington any further in-
ternational burdens at this time,”

Salem, Fob. 2.—The proposed Ore-

S———

HOLD LONG

Decision s

Washington, Feb, 2. —President

senate leaders, following & oabinet

4:45. It was the longest meeting that
has been held sinfe the sinking of
the Lusliania. While the adminisira-
tion is mot “giving adviee,” it was
slated after the cabinet meeting that
the adoristration feeling is that shipe
ought to postpone their sallings' un-
til the full declsion of this govern-
ment is made known.

The cablnet members were grave na
they walked to the door and got
into thelr carriages.

There was none of the usual Inugh-
ter and pleasant exchanges among
themeelves and with newspaper men
as the latter crowded about to gath-
or any bit of news or any nod of the
head that might give an Indicstion.

To the newspaper men all held up
their hands, and sald:

“We cannol say & word."

Becretary Lansing, however, "sald
probably there would not be any.an-
nolbcement tonight. :

At the White House, it was of-
ficlally announced that the president
and his cabinet today carefully can-
| vussed the situation in all respecis
| ‘The president is to see Senator
| Stone at § o'clock.

“There is nothing to announce now
| regarding any decislon made or to be
| made by this government,” the state-

ing. The exact death llst probably| gon law denying land owning rights| gment from the White House said:

mever will be learned, police my.
Some say It may reach 50. |

There were 20 amall children in me‘
tonement. All were under 10 years,
ol age. Some who escaped ““L
thrown from the third story windows/
by frensied parents. Thrilling res-
euen were made by volunteer res-
cuor. |

Clement Davis, a switchman, on his |
way home from work, passed Lhe|
bulldink shortly after the exploaion
ocourred, Three small children were|
tossed Into his arms from a second
story window. A fourth struck hlm!
on the head, rendering him uncon-
solous, The ohild was uninjured. |

Three small ohildren In ulghl‘
elothes wore seen to erawl out of A
‘basemiont window moon after firemen
arrived. How Lhey escaped Is & mys-|
tery to the firemen,

One of the herolnes was M, Mary
Schoskey, 8She was aleeping with her
alx small children pbouat her, on the
third floor, when the outer wall col-
lapsod, following the explosion, Par-
alysed with fear and shivering from
oo0ld, sho gathered hor Httle group
about her. With the youngest, eight
montha old, In her arms, and the reat
«alinging to her skirte, she fought her
way through the smoke and fumes
to & point where ahe could drop
them to the ground, John, six years
old, was lost In the darkness ana
pollcemen had Lo forelbly restrain the
frantle mother from rushing to cers
tain death in search of him.

According to Morris Feldman, the
janitor, In each of the 13 families,
thers were approximately elght pers
sons, Only one entrance was left
open for their escape.  He sald this
wad ologged shortly afterward by
Mumes.

One girl, 19, and a boy about 14,
were taken from the Dullding un-
conscious and almost oaked, They
were wrapped In blankets and hurried
to the county hosphal.

Police and fashionably dressed men
who had gathered, regardless of the
biting cold, whipped oft thelr overs

and covered the forma of those
vmcued practioally nude,

to Japanese, Chinese and Hindus, is
in the hands of the senate commit-
tee on judiciary today, and it Is likely
to die there. - The bill seemed doom-
ed oven before the Japanese am-
bassador In Washington asked the
state department to oppose .

After its Introduction by Stala
Scenator Wilbur, of Hood River, the
not was referred to the
commlittee of seven members, B8ix
of them are onlspoken againat any
antl-allen legislation. At a publie
hearing on the bill's merits, Honry

. Miller, former United States con-

sul at Yokohama. advised the com-,

mittee not to report It favorsbly,

ILLINOIS BANK ROBBERS
ESCAPE WITH 820,000

Philo, 11, Feb, 2. —Bank robbers,
belleved to have come from Decatur
in a stolen motor car, cracked the
safe In the Exchange bank early to-
day and escaped with $20,000. An
tolephone wires leading out of town
were cut.

PUNDEXER VAN
100 N SUBNARNE

Washington, Feb. 3,—8enator
Polndexter today Introduced a bill
authorizing the bullding of 100 new
submarines, instead of 18, an now
provided for.

Polndexter's ill, besldos provid-
Ind for elghty coant and twenty big
son-golng submarines, would appro-
priate 34,000,000 to equlp govern-
mont yards for thelr manufacture,

“Our Paclfio coast Ia positively
helplesn," said Poindexter, ‘We oan-
not-afford to negleot It longer."

The bill provides that no less than
alx of the proposed fleel submarines,
and. no less than 26 of the comat
undersen boats be constructed on the
Pacitia enaat, 7

WP ey,

Judielary|

Washington, Feb, 2.—8trong of-
ficial hint thst some announcement
of this government's course with re-
gard to Germany's announced In-
tention of waglng unrestricted sea
warfare may be looked for within 24
hours, came from the state depart-
{ ment today.

“Nothing has gone forward to Ger-

many yet,” was the only official def-
Inite statement forthcoming up to
noon,
i The statement, however, that the
American Steamship Compiny might
{be given Instructions which it has res
{quested aa to permitting its ships to
sall "“by tomorrow,"” was taken to
{mean that some course might bo de-
‘termined by that time.
| Such instructions could only be
given after this government's posi-
tion Is taken.

Today there Is every indication that
President Wilson had not made up
his mind but was still struggling with
what officialp openly admitted Is the
| most serious sltustion this nation has
| faced since the Buropean war start-
‘ed lts Tlood of bdloodshed aoross &
#core of countries. The oMclal state-
ment quoted obviously meant that
the administration had not, at that
time, communicated in any way with
Ambassador Bernatorft since the Ger-
man envoy had presented Germany's
note.

An announcement may come after
the oabinet goes into what probably
will be the mosl historic meeting
since the war with Spaln this after-
noon,

The cabinet meeting was set for
2:80. Usually these meetings take
up from 30 minutes to an hour, The
one this afternoon was expected to
run well on toward evening.

Preceding the cabinet meeting,
President Wilson was booked with &
confercnce with Senator Stone, chair-
man of the forelgn relations com-
mittee. He has been in almost con-
stant conference with Colonel E. ?l.‘
Honse, his closest personal friend

PRESIDENT AND

Sitmation Growing Out of German Ansouncement of New
Policy In Naval Warfare Is Canvassed, But

wu-uwmndwwum':uﬁwl"
iate today to comfer wib mihuhumdmlon.
Btone, chairman of the senate for- despite the hint of a statement of

Borah had explained to Lansing|eign relations committee and Gther'

sesnlon of two hours and 15 minutes, |
The cabinet meeting adjourned at|

CABINET
CONFERENCE

Not Givea

Germany‘s pote was handed to him.
It was obvious today there would
In fact, and

position tomorrow, there were some
officials who Inelined to the beliel
that the president may hold tiack his
decision until he recelves some word
from Ambasssdor Gerard as to official
Interpretation of certain phrases in
the German note and memoranda.

Every angle was to be laid before
the cabinet meeting this afternoon
in writing by Becretary Lansing.

Feeling predominates in official
circles that a break with Germany
is inevitable—{! Germany carries out
to the letter her avowed Intentions.

But behind this feeling is another
—that the “unexpected may be ex-
pected” from the president.

There was & marked change in the
appearance of officials today as com-
pared with the gloom of yesterday.
Secretary Lansing waa fairly beaming
when he greeled newspaper men.
President Wilson, after his golf game,
appeared amiling.

There was one real and very evi-
dent cloud, however. This was an-
noyance, openly expressed in some
official quarters, over the pumling at-
titude of German Ambassador Bern-
storfl. An almost studied gloom sur-

CEANANY SPOLEY
NEAKS COLLIPSE

Is Opinion Expressed by David Starr
Jordan, Noted Advocate of
World Peace

San Franclseo, Feb. 3.—"Cer-
many's new policy means one of two
things-—either she is In desperation,

or that the persistent enemies of the
chancellor, advocates of the policy
of unrestricted submarine warfare,
are again in the saddle.

This was the opinion expressed
today by David Starr Jordan noted
peace advocate, and cunancellor em-
eritus of Stanford university.

“In either case it foreshadows col-
lapse,” continued Jordan. ““The meth-
ods of the pan-Oermanist group
forced the war on Germany, and by
doing so they made ultimate success
impossible. No nation ean sucesed
without ‘a decent respect for the op-
inlons of mankind,' as our forefath-
ers put it. The judgment of the
world will outlast the strongest arm-
lea.

“War at its best Is utterly bad, and
at ita worst it is beyond human na-
ture. I am inclined to think that
the new move b the result of des-
peration.”

Professor Bdward Elllott of the
University of California, a brother-
in-law to President Wilson, said:

‘““The question has arfsen as to how
far a belligerent can go In exercising
the right of retaMation, so as to en-
danger the lives of neutrais and to
endanger neutral property.”

rounded the Teuton embassy. Of-

ficials are at a loss to understand the[

declaration In prominent German
eircles that “Bernstorff has all but
packed his trunks."

|
They admittedly were surprised at

hints from central power diplomats
that “Cerniany means business and
will go the limit In starving Eng-
land."

Anether undenied report was that
Bernstorfl expected to get his pass-
ports within 48 hours.

It was also flatly stated In Ger-
man elreles that if a break with Am-
erica should come, Germany would
choose the Spanish ambassador to
handle her affalrs here.

Some belleve this talk was design-
ed to warn-Americans and Ameri-
oan ships from golng lnto the actunal
danger zone. It was polatedly re-
marked In this connectlon that na-
turally if Americans and American
ships could be kept out of the danger
gone, “nothing could happen."

There were three significant de-
velopments of the day.

The navy department clamped the
lid on all news regarding movement
of this country's ships of war,

The war department ordered ad-
ditional guards placed about the Pan-
ama canal, as a “precantionary mea-
n”‘ll

Senator Poindexter Introduced a
resolution calling for an appropria-
tion for one hundred submarines, in
addition to those authorised in the
regular appropriation. He also asked
for $4,000,000 to equip United States
yards for building them.

TORPED) BOAT T
PR FRED BAY

.8an Francisco, Feb, 2.—Collector
of the Port J. O. Davia was notified
by wire from Washington this after-
noon that a torpedo boat had been
ordered from Mare laland navy yard
to take orders from him and prevent
any vessel leaving San Francisco bay
without proper clearance papers,

Davis would not divulge what his
orders to the commander would be,
but Indieated that the veasel would
probably to be used to patrol the en-

and adviser, since the morning alter

.

trance to San Francisco bay.

New York, Feb. 3.—The Amerjcan
liner Philadelphia, bouxd for Liver-
pool with many Awericans aboard,
Is nearing the barred zome of the
waters about England today.

A message recelved from Captain
Candy by the line's officers here to-
day, reported the Philadelphia 919
miles west of Fasinet at moop yess
terday. - She was making 15%
knots an hour, despite a broken shaft.

Captain Candy reported “ail well”

GEHNANY TO DEPORT
80,000 MORE RI’.GIANS

London, Feb, 2.—Germany had de-
cldefe on martial law at Rrossels in
view ¢f the forthoming new depor-
(rton erders for sixty thoussud Bel-
glan workmen, sccording to an Ex-
cthange Telegraph disvawin today
from Ths Hague.

EXTRA PROTECTON
FRPAAMA AL

Washington, Feb, 2. —Because of
the possibilities of danger from the
present International situation, army
oficers have taken steps for extra
precantiona at the Panama canal, it
was lsarned today.

Stronger watch has been placed
over the locks since Tuesday, It was
sald. Care s being taken throughout
the country to guard against any
plotting, and secret service men are
keeping tabs on any possible con-
splracies,

INIURED CRUISER
IS REPAIRING AT SEA

Buenos Alres, Feb. 2.—The Brit-
Ish crulser Amethyst, which put into
Pernambuco . yeaterday with the re-
port of an encounter with the Ger-
man ralder and a submarine, was
anchored ten miles off the harbor to-
day, Details of the reported sea
fighting were lacking. report-
ed that the damage to the Amethyst

NEARS BARRED ZONE;

 EXPECT WAR WITH US.

e

|

|

g

g
1
|

:
!
’

]
i
:

d
;
4
gf

L
i
;
:
H

:
;
i
P

:
!

|

i

;
i
|

s

?
;
:
§
i

:
i
4
]
;

:
E

]

i

s

From Madrid came word that
minister of forelgn affairs had a long
conference with American Ambas-
sador Willard, after & prolonged osb-
Inet seasion, In which all the aspects
etthgwﬂomundumuu—

created grave times for Spain.

THE: GERMANS DO NOT

_Berlin, Feb. 2.—Few Germans be-
lieve America will declare war, If
this belief is borne out, then England
will be compel.led to make peace
through Germany's new blockade
order,

. In the united chorus of approval
of the limitiess warfare just an-
nounced for the starvation of Eng-
land, this waa the opinion generally
expressed here today.

Announcement of a blockade has
erased all political differences.

The emperor now has a unlted na~
tlon behind him.

(Germans who were asked today
why Germany announced her polley
of limitless submarinings with Its
dangers, made two replies.

First—They were convinced that
the war ocan be ended sooner, ‘The-
present move is regarded aa a de-
clelve one against allled shipping—
n so-called “cutting of the allled
blood vessela'*

Fleld Marshal von Hindenburg's
conviction that neutrals desire a
quick end to the war, and that there-
fore every moeans must e used to
ond It, was quoted in this connection.

,Becondly—It was explained By
nwmerous GQermans thet the country's
taity wan now complete, every cinm
betlaving that England will scom de

was from a torpedo.

compelled to aak for Desce:




