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THE WORLD'S WHEAT SUPPLY

The world's wheat production for
the past season was approximately
75 per cent of that of last year, ac-
cording to estimates received by the
department of agriculture from the
International Institute of Agriculture
at Rome.

The- total production of England,
Ireland, Italy, France, European Rus-
sis, Roumania, Canada, Switserland,
Norway, Denmark, Spain, The Neth-
erlands British India, Japan, Egypt,
Tunis and the United States is placed
Bt 75 per cemt of last year's output
and 90 per cent of a five-year aver-
age.

No estimates are given for the cen-
tral powers but from the shortage in
all surrounding countries without
excoption, it is belleved the Teutonic
sllies are also hard pressed. :

The Argentine wheat crop—count-
od on to somewhat relieve the short-
age alsewhere, has proven a lament-
able failure, falling off to but 44 per
cent of 1915, the report states.

France produced 96.3 per cent of
her last year's ontput.

The world's oat crop, exclusive of |
the central powers, is estimated at

WILL BE THE FIRST OF A NEW
YEAR

AND THIS IS THE YRAR

THAT OUR PRICES ON QUALITY
GOODS

WILL INTEREST YOU MORE THAN
EVER BEFORE .
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be wearing a chip on their shoulder
when peace is belng talked with even
alight hopes of success.

There is now no mistaking, officials
believe, that Preaident Wilson's
peace note to the belligerents and | |®
the subsequent ‘“explanations™ by
Secretary Lansing. in effect. com-
stituted a warning agaipst any un-
bridled acts of war that would in-

AT ALL DRUG STORKS
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and It 18 predieted the local price

volve American lives or rights. Since | Friday and Saturday will be 15
it always has been this goverament’s (cents

attitude that violations which affect The same condition In a more
property are not to be compared to|limited way applies to ducks and

violations which affect life, the|
warning is generally interpreted as
being directed therefore, chiefly
against the central powers, whose
submarines have not only endangered
American lives, but also have dao-'
troved American property, in viola~
tion of all rulese of humanity and
warfare.

OfMeials, however, are trying to
not c‘..r_emmu this “m" and B““n, via m'“l‘. Dec, 28—
have already put this government on | Capture of 3,000 more prisoners,
record as not  contemplating any | bringing the total of Russian sol-
change in [ts neutral polley at thll}dl.“ prisoners during the engage-

time. | ments about Riminoul-Sarat up to
It is belleved that if Germany cuts 10 320, was reported by the war of-

loose with her submarines, following | g.s today.
probable failure of the peace nego-| “Yeaterday 3.000 prisoners and 22

tiations, then a break must Inevit-| . chine guns were brought In,”* the
ably come in keeping with the Ameri-| yoiamant sald. ‘“The number of

ran Sussex note threat. | prisoners made by the Ninth army
The fact that the allies Intend to|;, engagements near Rimincul-Sarat

Eeese,

3000 RUSSIN

88.6 per cent of that of 1815, -hl]ei
barley is quoted In the same co\w-]
tries as 101.1 per cent of last year's

VOTING AGAINST IRRIGATION

Medford and Jackson county no
imm lead the way in matters of
progressiveness and the spirit of de-
velopment, if we may judge from |
the adverse vote given upon the ques-
tion of formation of an irrigation dis-
triet adjacent to the city Wednesday.
Bixty per cent of the vote cast is
needed to carry the district plan, and
as the vote stood 188 for and 143
against, there were 10 less than the
necessary number. The defeat of
the plan there is not charged to an
opposition to irrigation as a prinel-
ple, but because of the circulation of
untrue statements on the morning
of election and to the casting of illeg-
al votes. The advocates of the dis-
trict plan’are going ahead with the
calling of another election when it is
hoped that a favorable vote will re-
sult. The plan defeated is not the
one which Is belng arranged In con-
nection with the Josephine county
project, and a different outcome |8
confidentialy anticipated when that
{8 put up to the voters. The lesson
of the defeat of the project In the
Medford territory should be a warn-
Ing to those who see the demand for
water upon thelr lands not to accept
eleventh hour tales and vote against
their best judgment.

SUBMMARINE 1530
STILL A MENAC

Washington, Dec. 28.—~The fea
that {f present peace negotlations
fall, this nation must clear its slate
on the submarine situation with Ger-
many grew apace today.

But President Wilson intends to
push this pesce work to the limit
10 avold possible subsequent nn-
pleasantness with Germany, If pos-
sible,

‘Both President Wilson and Secre-
lary Lansing have decided Lo main-
tain a discreet silence on this tople.
This ia due, It fa belleved to the fact

here likely to put Germany dtplo—g.,“‘_-.
matically in a hole, and hence to
make peace even more improbable
than it now seems.

Whether there will be an extra

The Dannbe army, according to
the war office, had only partlal en-
gagements yesterday.

In Dobrudia, Bulgarian and Turk-

 session of congress after March l.!“h troops succeeded In ejecting Rus-

depends in a large measure on the
prospects of peace in Europe.

Best Information today was that
the president will have the national
legislature In session If there are any

indications that peace is pomlbla,-,'“m! a5 Be flowed dack. teok bY

Otherwise, it s stated that the ad-| o 0 noye new enemy positions con-
ministration’s course of neutrality | .. .4 dquring the night and push-

has been embarrassed by the con-| 4 .nac4 heyond Riminlen-Sarat.
greas, with its long debates over the The vietory wis ackieved over

question of warning Americans on:Runnhm rather than Roumanians,

belligerent ships. the Russian forces being those sum-

In l':“ shong :::; tlhmt.:h | moned to Roumania's defense, The
srer, WaS suggeme s - DFE!-.”N]“_ was defeated December 28

ident might desire Lo keep congress .., . ..i {hen to regain the lost

econtinually in session If the possi-
ground by counter-thrusts of strong
bility of & break with Germany con- | masses, but falled.

tinued to lo.om a5 & possibllity. ‘At the same time further south-
If the administration determined ... + w14 the statement, "“German

tpon a severance of relations with|,., sustro-Hungarian troops plerced
Germany, it is belleved the presk g ongly entrenched Russian lines

slans from fortified helght positions
enast of Macin,

The statement sald the Bavarian
and Prussian Infantry -divisions at
Riminien-Sarat pressed behind the

how- |

gress'' —presumably through
special message—and this desplte | . 0p ooy fighting, In a

actlon without congressional author-
zation.

The president himself intends to
remaln close to Washington In order
to remain In beat possible touch with
developments and he has arranged
for almost dally personal or tele-
phone talks with Secretary Lansing.

PORTLAND MARKETS

ket quotations were:

PORTLAND MARKET SHORT
ON NEW YEAR TURKEYS

Onats—No. 1 white feed, 36.00

Barley—Feed, 37.00,

Hogs—DBeat live, 9.85,

Prime steers, B.25; fancy
7.00; best calvea, 7.00.
Bpring lambe, 10,50,

Portland, Dee, 28.--The greatest
shortage of turkeys ever experienced
on the Portland market exisls to-
day, only five turkeys having been
recelved by dealers yesterday.

A few turkeys which were re-
pelved here early in the week brought
32 cents from Pugel sound dealers

try 28,
Eggs—~Belected loeal extras, 40

Copper, 10,

KING CoMpany |l

PRUDENT RESOLUTION

S.PAsS BAN
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\N

Payment by check s a matter of bus-
incas Prodence—it safeguards your
funds—=saves time and expense.

Your acoount subject to check Is In-
vitesd,

Grants

Pass Banking Company

Granta Pass, Oro.

that they do not wish to appear to

PHISERS TAKEN

state thelr terms and aims Is thought _amounts altogether to 10,240 Ilnll-l

dent would “ask the advice of ¢on- ;44 4140 pepulsed violent counter-at-

8| tacks made against their flank. They
northeast
the fact that he could take such 4y 0mion, the enemy agaln suffering
heavy, sanguinary losses In defeat.”

Portland, Dec, 28 —Today's mar-
Wheat—Club, 142; bluestem, 1562,
COWS,
Butter—City creamery, 38; coun-

Henn, 16; broflers, 18; geese, 11,

EXCITING TRIP TO
NO AN LAN

Irish Officar Tolis of Mis Ex-
perlences Thare,

TRIES TO FIND DODIES

Heavily Shailed by Enemy and, With
Men, Several Timea Narrowly Es-
capes Destruction—Machine Gume Hit
Twe of Party—"Blighty” Welcoms te
Tommles.

A trip loto “No Man's Land* the
strip of ground between the battle
lines—on the Somme front In France
Is described in the followlng letter,
written by a second lioutenant in an
Irish regiment to the London Times:

All day long the wounded were
streaming down the road, but they
were all pretty cheerful. | met one
man who had been barled and shot
through the right wrist, but he was
wedring a German belmet, bad been
recommended for the 1. U M., knew
be bad a “blighty” eave to go home,
and did mot care & suap for any one.
The Orst of our boys to come through
was riding on an ambulapee with &
bandaged arm. Heé waved It to us and
shouted “Blighty" as he went by

Then there were the German pris
oners, The offcers very "lu[m.'ior."
but the men looked badly shaken As
| one party went by a Tommy shouted,
| “It's a foe day. Frita” and Fritz
illw and =ald, “You're right”

To Search For Bodiss.

Ou Tuesday | bad to go up to No
Man's Land with a N. C. 0. and ten
men to try to And the bodies of two
of our officers and get Identifeation
disks of any of the men. One of the
men collapsed en route from the ef
fects of a gas attack of the previous
week, and then we plowed through the
awful mod looklug for the dead—a hor
ribile task.

When we got near our ground the
enemy connmenced shelling, so 1 jeft
my men o oA trench and went up
alone. They planted one on each side
of me, and there wasn't Afteen yanls
between the two, 1t was only the soft
| groum] _that saved me.  Altogether |
had to dodge about (fteen of the beau-
tles, and when I ot up in front all
the bodies had been elther burded by
| shellslor the specinl plonser pharties,
%0 the Journey Was in valn, To add to
the festivities It mined quite hard, and
they turned two machine guns on me,

On the return jonrney we had a mile |
and & half of open country to negotl
ate, and it was pitted with shell holes,
#o progresa was slow, Wa had been
crawling mlong a trench, “and before
leaviug Its shelier | ordered the men
to walk In slogle file with six paces
Interval between them, I, of course,
bringing up the rear. This formation
aved ns from belng wiped ont.

Struck by Shell Fragments.

The Germans shelled vy nll across
the open ground, apd when halfway
neross a shell barst golte near us, ol
the man pext but one In foont of mwe
wns ik, We got Dim Into g shell Lhole
and found he hnd been shot clean
throngh the neck, and algo hit fp the
right shonider and five places in the
gt arm. The N, . . and | ban
doged hiwm up, bt we were covered
with Blood, mid another shisll Lo
theee fards aror onpd covormd s with
dire We egrvled thut boy on n streteh
eF ol our shionkders Tor over twoamiles
and be pever complnined or grumbled
dthough the grommd was rough wl W
had te joit him sometimes,

There was also pnoilivr man ha
In the shoulder, but be conbl walk
_od wmoked Ns o plie and talKed of
“Blghty.”  These men are wonderful,
and we shionld think of them nnd whut
they wuffer when we gromble whin
our Hittle Nugags nche. The doctor told
me that our andagiug was successiul
and that the boy wounld live, lnt 1 ney
er thought that he or any of us wonli
wver get through alive.

HRESERVE BANK SYSTHEM
INSPIRES OCONFIDENCE

‘Washington, Dec, 28,—The federal
reserve bank system was today ad-
vanced by Lreasury officials as one of

the controlling factors In the re-
markable increase in national bank
resources, announced by the comp-
troller of the currency.

The stabllizing influence of the
new reserve system, officiala said, be-
sides faclliating banking exchange,
has Insipred Increased conflidence In
the government banks,

Total resources, as complled by the
lant eall, aggrogated §16,520,000,000,
and exceeded by n billlon dollars the
total combined resourcer of the gov-
ernment banks of the entente allles
and those of Spain, The Nether-
lands, Denmark, Switzerland and the
German relchbank thrown In.

Calling cards at the Courler,

A clasaified ad will give results,

FROM EMPLOTERS

The state of Oregon, through the
attorney pa.onl and the district at-
torney, has commegoed  motion
aAgainst three firma In this county
to collect amounts clnimed due the
Industrial Accident comminaion fund.
Under the law each firm employing
Isbor must pay & pér oent upon the
amount disbursed In wages, and al-

THURSDAY, DEOEMBEN ¥8, (D18

STATE SEEKS CASH |

80 & per capita upon the number of
men employed, Inte a fund from
which injured employes are paid by
the state commission.

In the complainta filed In the clir-
evit conrt a balance of J601.33 |s

demanded from the Rogue “.:.‘;:Ilrﬂo--l the threst of Giplomatiy et

Publle  Berviee  corporation
company accepted the protection of
the Industrial Accident commission
law, but falled, aecording to the com-
plaint to settle the balance claimed,
Another actlon s brought against
the Southern Oregon  Construction
company for judgment in the amount
of B239% 3% claimed due the state, the
nliegution being the same ax In the
action against the Public Service cor-
poration. A third complaint s agalnst |
Albert Willlams, proprietor of a
wood yard. Mr. Willlams did aot|

intimating thet Preaident Wilson's
note and Becretary Lanalng's origingl
atatentent that the United Btates wab
on be “verge of war,” were based

lon the bellef of Ameriean oféialdom,

that German submarine warfare
shiortly would foree the putting inte

france with Germany, made in the

Hussex note, press and publie come

ment waa plalnly less bitter today
toward Wilson,

BRALIA N REACH
0 GERMAN CANON

Berlin, via Sayville, Deec, 28—

oMeially sedept the protection of the | Hralia is within reach of the cannom
IndustMal Accident commission 1AW, | o1 (ho German armies In their stoady

but as he also falled to give nothee wgyunce In Roumanis  Writing for
of its rejection, the failure works % the oMclal press bureas today, & mil
an acceplance, and the state Is theres | e orfile declared that pew and
fore asking that Mr. Willlama Hawl | gyrone Russlan forees (o this section
date In the amount of $14.36, which w0 10 show no greater force of
it cleama 1s due from him. resistence than the Roumaniana.
The complaints In all three cases | Phy Roumanian troops were dec-
are slgned by Geo. M. Brown, a0 yniated In the Wallachin retrest and
ney ..ﬂ'l"l]'. J A, Benjamin, assist- have gone behind the Bereth n
ant, and W. T. Miller, district “'|ordar {o '5s re-lormed there undes
torney. ( Russian ‘loadership,” the oritie de-

—_— clured.

REPLY TO NOTE.

{Continued from Page 1)

out, ean only be achieved by vig.
torlous establishment of the prin-
ciples for which the allles are striv-
Ing.

The Dally Telegraph today, cor
roborating yesterday's United Preas
despatches, asserts that the entente
notes as approved by all the allles,
will set forth “In plain words why

the allles are fighting and what l]‘l(-)‘l

are fighting for.”
In view of Washington despatches,

“At the same time, the Russians
|tried in strongly prepared positions
bhotwesn Riminicu-Sarat and the Dan-
| ube to offer reslstance to the further
German advance toward the Sereth,
In consequence thers wore new and
Yiolent «engagements.  In the At
Triah the allled German-Austro-Hase
ilmrmn troops captured 5 000 prison-
o and galned ground. The strong-
Iy fortified village of Filipesti fell
futa thelr hands, an well as ad joln-
Ing positions on both sides.”

] A claseified ad will give vesults

. . -
Toh work at the Courler.
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RIGLEYS

THE PERFECT GUM

Let us make you acquainted

with the new, luscious

flavor—

It’s all that
| the name
suggests!

Wrigley quality—
made where

chewing gum
making is a
science.

Now three flavores

RIGLE S

FARMINT

A Lld (K iaLd

Mave a package of each
always in reach

Don’t forget

WRIGLEYS

after every meal
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