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: Borlin, Jan, 4, —Regret In almost
univorsally expressad here over the
!sinking of the P, & O. liner Perals,

while herolc efforts were in progress
|

CONTEND

to repalr Teuton-American relatlons,

im—a ‘
. . No Information concerning the na-
Mﬂﬂtenegﬂns Illd Amﬂs tonallty of the atiacking submarine
. Is obtainablo and ofticlals refuse to
Ill S'l'ﬂgg'e Nw TOWD ollru:llfrwtl[ upon the ineldent untll a
report has been recelved from the

C&"&I’O, N&Yal ad I-'and%nmnmruh-r

- E ed The newspspers today carry Eng-
Forces Be“lg ngag Hsh reports of the sinking, with Eng-
lish teports of the affect the incldent
has produced on Ameries. The Ger-
man papers, howaver, rafrained from
commont of thelr own.

| betweon Austris and America is varr|

Moreover, it is understood Germany
will back Austria in such a position.
An Important phase of the ismue
hinges on the queation whether a
liner carrying guns |s immune from
attack by submarines without warn-
Ing. !
America's modified attitude Is ex-

Rome, Jan, 4,~A desporate and,
Important struggle for mastery of the

Adriatie I8 raglng near the Anstrian

town ‘of Caitaro, normal port outlet | FIATR AR

for Moutensgro, by naval and land !

forces and the Montenegringg The UNIT[U ST S

Austrians are determined to capture

Mount Lowcen, “the Cibraltar of the

Adristie,’" on the Gulf of Cattaro, for MD”IFY VI[ws UN

its retention by the Montenegring

threatens the Austrian hold on Cat-

taro. This hold Is Important by vir-

tue of the fact that since war started

Austria has made Cattaro her naval 5

base for operations in the Adriatle,| Washington, Jan. 4.—Becretary of
Avgean  and  Mediterranean, Th.'ﬂlnln Lansing today informed Ger-
place {8 Impregnable from the sea, | Man Ambassador von Bernstorff in-
while from land It ean be attacked :fﬂrmlll)’ that the state department s
only from Mount Lowcen, where the considering modifylng Its position in
Montenegring a year ago installed regard to the earrying of guns on
heavy artillery. merchant vessels,

For the past six,days the Aus- The gun Issue arose with the torpe-
trians have been attempting to drive (40!NE of the Lusitanis. Germany at
out the Montenegrins. If the Monte- | Orst contended she was an armed
negring ean hold thelr positions, they (*BIP, though It was understood that
plan later, with allied assistance, to he later withdrew this contention.
drive the Austrians from the base, |When the German fleet had not Deen
But untfl the Austeian grig on this A™ept from the seas, America took
polnt hag been loosened, the Teutons the Dosition that small guns might
can continne to dlspute allled naval I:“f:'n:l“"‘.“:.::“li’”h“l ships as &

o

i e ln—*thal Ser Lansing told the ambassador that
changes in naval warfare resulting
(from the extensive use of submarines
SIR JUHH SlMUN |and the absence of German warships
(from the sea had resulted in Amer-

| loa’s changed position
'r HESIGNS PI_AE[ It was unofficlally stated in Teu-
tonle circles that should It develop
an Austrian submarine sank the Per-
[N LIS ' gla, Austria will Ingist the command-
for had a right to do thus, In view of
= ‘5 i the armed condition of the Persia.

London, Jan. 4.—Promler Asquith
today confirmed reports that 8ir John '

Simon had resigned from the English '
cabinet, His announcement was made
in the house of commons following a'
two and one-half hours' session of
the cabinet, from which Slmon was
absent. Desplte contrary reports, the |
Chronicle today sald positively thal pected to meet the German objection
Ireland will not be Included in the to mlllﬂiﬂ.l mpnnllblllly for attacks
scope of the conscription bill the oy yerchant vessels carrying guns up
government Is introducing this week,

Although reports have been cur-|
rent for soveral days that other mem-'
bers would quit as a resalt of forcing |
wons¢ription on the nation, every oth-|
or member attended the cabinet ses-
slon. i

Simon was a liberal who served an |

in “the previous !

attorney general
oabinet,

Thoere was talk at the first of the
war that he planned to quit because
of his opposition to the struggle, but |
waas dutorred from this by roeason of
Germany's violation of Belglan nen-
trality.

—— e ==

CEMERAL HUEATA |
5 NEAR T0 DEATH
T EL. SO, TENA

Bl Paso, Jan, 4.—=Genornl Huerta,
onee Mexieo's “fron man,' Is gradu-
ally sinking, and hin death |8 mo-
monturily expected,

A clorgyman and Hia family praye-
«od beside hits bed this nfternoon after
a third operation had been perform-
od on him and a quantity of pus had
‘boeen removed from his body through
an Inolalon {n hin ¢Mght side. Phynl-
alans aresln constant attendanoce.

to the size of six<inch caliber.

SAYS SERBIAS
PLIGHT IS WORSE
THAN BELGIOMS

San Franciseo, Jan, 4.-—"Serbia as
A nation ean not dle. Oppreased for
hundrads of years by the Turks, even
this war can not down her. She will
riue agaln, Her poople are the most
wondarful human belngs on earth.”

This was the statement of Dr. 8.
0. Beasley, prominent 8an Franclsco
phyalelan at the Lane hoapital, who
¢ home from Relgrade, whers he
served four months with the Red
Orosa unit,

“Borbin's. plight s havder than
Delglum's," snld he. "Sorbia 18 com-
pMetoly surronnded by her foes,  She
o ant off from her allles, Bhe threw
horself Into the broach and sacrificed
herself to save othors.”

Dr. Densloy sald that gront ocare
ghounld be exerclsed In American ald
advaneed fo the Berblans. He sald
no Amerioan should contelbute un-
lean the suppiies his money Gought
were consiguddl direct to the Ber-

Hlans, .m:rwln. Dr. Beasley In«
timated, ‘might be confiscated by
hor enomies,
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STOATION
SIS PRES

“BRAVE
DENT WILSON

Executive Summons Leaders to a Conference, and in a
Statement Says That He Will Act Promptly When De-

tails of the Sinking of the

Affair Having Complicated International Matters

Persia Al'e Rmed, lhl

Washington, Jan., 4.—President
Wilson {ssued a statement today In
which he admitted’ that the situation|
grave. He Is co-operating with See-,
retary Lanaing In an effort to get full
facts ns to recent submaring activi-
tien, and oan soon ae theso are ob-
tained he will act  promptly. ‘The
statement, issued through Secretary|
Tumulty, sald;

“The president and secretary of
state are taking every means possible
to oblain facts in this grave matter,
and will act just as soon as informa-
tion Is obtained.”

The grave matter referred to was
the sinking of the Persla and other
liners, following closely on Austria’s
reply in the Ancona case.

The presldent declded not to eall
the cabinet today, but he conferreed
with Chairman Stone of the ssnate
foreign affalrs committee and will
confer with Secretary Lansing In an
effort to gather afl avallable evi-
dence In the Perala sinking. That the
situation Is very critical, the White
House admitted unreservedly.

After his conference with the fire-
sldent, Senator Stone declared that
the adminlstration. at present, lacks
facts concerning the Persia, and that
nothing will be done untll these are
obtalned.

Chalrman Flood of the house for-
elgn affairs committes, followed
Stone to the White House and It was
learned that the president had sum-
moned both. From this It was as-
sumed that he perhaps desired to
take them somewhat into the con-
fidence of the administration,

Officials do not regard evidence
thus far at hand in the Persia case
as conclusive of torpedoing. Navy
authoritiea say that possibly she
struck a mine, and in support of this
theory they pointed to the fact that
the quiek plunge she took made the
torpedoing theory somewhat doubt-
ful.

The presspee of guns aboard the
Persla complicates future rather than
immediate action, The maln fact of
no warning remalns,

It I8 Imporbable that » submarine
conld see guns on the Persia; and

whethor these were for offensive or!

defensive actlon s a question for
future discugslon in the matter of
technlealities,

Tho president, too, conferred with
congressional  leaders, including
Chalrman Stone of the senate forelgn
committes and Chalrman Flood of
the house foreign committes, and he
called a meeting of the senate forelgn
committes for tomorrow.

While he decided not Lo call a cab-
inet session today, he summoned
Btone and Flood to discuss the situ-
ation with them in order that he
might have thelr co-operation in case
a breach in relations with the contral
powers bhecOmMES necessary.

After these conferences, It was of-
ficially stated that no action will be
taken untll further details of the
Perals case are at hand. However,
the intensity and delioacy of the situ-
ation permeated the White House,
the “state department, congress and
diplomatic circles. On every hand
the talk showed that authorities look-
ed at the recent torpedoings, follow-
ing so closely on Austria’s Ancona
note, as presenting an ominous situ-
ation. :

As a result of thelr conferences,
Stone and Flood prepared to prevent
discussion of_iutermational problems
on the floors of congress.

Adjournment of the senate eased
this task, inasmuoh as several mem-
bers were primed for a verbal explo-
alon.

The president and chalrmen dls-
cussed all eventualities, and the
freest consultation and ce-operation
between congress and the White
House was assured if breaking of
diplomatic relations becomes neces-
Bary.

SURVNORS VIEW §

(within the police power of the state.

OREGON SUNDAY
BLUE LAW HELD
CONSTITUTIONA

Portland, Jan. 4.—The Sunday
blus luw probably will be enforced
throughout“Oregon next Sunday. A
sweeping declsion handed down by
three federal 'judgés declares the
stalute constitutional and westirely

For the present Portland will be
exempted from the operation of the
law, for a temporary Injunction has
boen {ssued by a local court pravent-
ing its suforcement. 5
The law was passed in 1864 and
slumbered on the statute books until
six months ago. Under its provisions
theaters, butcher shops, hakers and
livery stables sre the only places that
may remain open on Bunday. Gar-
ages, groceries, confectibneries, and
every other sort of a shop must close.
Newspapers are not exompted.

BRITONS FAIL T0

T TAKE P RS

London, Jan. 4.—Secarcely more
than half of England’'s men of mills
tary age came forward to the call of

while Lord Derby's conscription cam-
paign was on. Figures obtained to-
day_showed 2,820,261 enlisted out
of 5,011,441 subject to service.

- This means thal only-52 per-cent
of Englsad's avallable fighters vol-
unteered. These figures, announced
officlally, were given out to show the
failure of the Derby scheme and to
prove that copscription {s mecessary.
At the same time, the cabinet com-
pleted its conscription b1l to force
an increase {n England's enlistments.

Attention was called to the fact
that 651,160 men can be added by
drafting only unmarried men, !ut
urgently needed in other occuopations.

It was understood, however, that
the government will not draft mar-
ried men for the present. It is prob-
abla that it will call upon & part or
all of the 651,160 unmarried above
mentioned.

TROUBLES AHEAD

Wire Telegraph Service, -+~ -

RESPOND T0 CALL

"Your King and Country Need You,"” |

RIALE SCENE | WOBRY MEMBER

AS “PERSIA" PLUNGES WITH 300

{By United Press Leased Wire.)

London, Jan, 4.—Seenes of horror
preceded the plunge of the P. & O.
liner Persin, viellm of & submarine,
in the Mediterranean,

8he turned Llurtle while lifeboats
were getling away from her side. The
waves washed more than a score of
pasgengers from the deck. Then the
glant ship dipped aharply, sending
shrieking women and children slip-
ping into the water., Before the eyea
of survivors, she rolled over and
went down while a score still clung
to the decks.

The admiralty today abandoned
hope that American Congul MeNeely
hand been saved, although 11 persons,

lncluding Lord Montagu, were re.|Wvent ot deck. The starboard boats |

ported In late advices to have landed |
ut Malta. Offelnls still estimuate that
from 250 to 300 peraons perished.
Consul MéNeely was in the cabin
when the shlp was hit, and was one
of the last Lo reach the deck, sur-
vivors sald, ‘Most of the other pas-
BONEOrE Wors lunchoon, without a
thought of danger. Those on deck
ntrapped on life belts while the orew
worked with the lfehoats. Nearly
70 erowded Into one boat: when it
struck the water the waves lapped
over It and threatensd to alnk It

Thereupon some were transferred to
another boat.

Many survivors leaped from the
caréening ship, or wera washed from
the deck before she sank. Several
floated for hours, desperately oling-
Ing Lo bita of wreckage.

The sound of hymnas rose from
those in the lifeboats, above the
screams of women and children, as
survivors ‘struggled in the water
alongaide the Persia, Charles H.
Grant, of Boston, sald today at Alex-
andria, according to press dispatches.

Grant was at luncheon, he sald,
when there came a sudden explogion
as though the boller had blown up.
In orderly, manner the passengers

counld not be put overside because of
the Usting., Grant himself slid off
the ship, entangling his foot in a
rope as he went overhoard. He was
plekad up and then, after rowing
around some time, was taken aboard
by a Britigh orulser and taken to
Alexandria. He Indicated that the
vossel sank with great rapldity,

B. P. Anthony, a hide dealer of
McMinnville, has been in the ety for

soveral days looking up local bus- |

ness,

Jarm loan board,

OF CONGRESS TODAY

Washington Jan. 4.—A clond—
the forelgn situation—hung today
over the reassembiing of congress af-
ter its holiday recess. With vital
national problems ahead, the gravity
of members over the i(nternational
situation was pronounced. Commit-
tee consideration and speeches on
International problems impended. It
was tacitly-understood that there
would be no effort to curb oral effer-
vescence and hence sharp attacks on
Teutonic submarine warfare and on
the allles' commercial interference
with our trade were certain,

Numerous vital subjects were be-
fore the senate [oreign relations com-
mittee, including the Smith and
Lodge resolutions to investigate the
HBritish orders-in-counell, submarine
(warfare and anti-ally bomb plots,
| Preparedness and revenue plana
were all asked. Opposlition to both
Ils growing.

Chairman Padgett’s house naval
committea will begin preparednoss
hearings tomorrow with minor om-
cinle from the yards and dooks
burean of the navy department, tea-
(titylog, Army preparedness hearings
will start Thursday, when Chalrman
Hay will call Secretary Garrison as
the firet witness,

The rural credits program  was
launched by joint introduction of a
{bill for farm land ‘banks under a

it is known that the cases of &
ber of parties beld in jall for
by the grand jury have been !

i

i
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A number of cases have been con-
sidered by the grand jury that hed
not been remanded to it by the courts
of justice, and the offices and county
institutions will be investigated by it.
HUNT CAUSE OF RISE

IN GASOLINE PRICE

Chicago, Jan. 4.—Federal District
Attorney Clyne admitted today he is
probing the rise In gasoline prices at
the order of Washington authorities.

DISASTROLS FLODD
DOES. DAMAGE 10
5, . SUBURBS

(B Tabik vl Konmed. Wirw
San  Franclsto, Jan. 4.—Three
square miles of the manufscturing
district bordering TIslals creek are
fiooded as a result of Sunday's storm.
Fifty thousand dollare' worth of
roperty has been damaged and sev-
eral large manufacturing concerns
ara closed down, ubable (o reach
thelr plants without boats.
The Californls Glue works, the
Patrick Tanning company and the
Norton Tanning company are among
the suffererd from the water, Bach
firm own# several bulldings in the
flood distriet, where water 1s now
standing from two to MAfteen (pet
deep.
The hoard of publle works was ap-
pealed to today for rellet. It ls be-
lleved that a out will de made 1n
the Evans street trestle of the Banth-
ern Pacific main lne cut-off to allow

the ‘waters' outlet.
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