THE IRON PIRATE

A Plain Tale of Strange

Happenings

CHAPTER XIL—(Continued.)

The room was Blled with the sevm of

won-going humanity ; foul smoke from fonl
plpes Bosted in choking cloads to the dirt
tegrimsd ewiling. Now and again, be
twist the shoating and the singing, =
young girl, whose presence In such a com-
pany tarned my Leart siok, playsd npon
# harp, and there wna a mahogany-faced
hag whom the wen addressed as “Maother
Cateh.” She seémed 0 have the eye of
# hawk ; nor did | escape her glance, Sbhe
shialled! up to me and stood glaring with
her shining wees for a moment or two, the
vory prosestment of an old-time witch.
The glass door agiin swung open ; three
mun antered throngh i, and 1 recognised

the threw of thew in & moment.  The firsd
wan the lrishman, “Four-Eyes " the s
ond wes the lyptern-Jawed Sootsman, who
hnd heen address=d I "arin as “Ihick the
Rantor ™ the third was “Roaring Jobn"
Ints whose faoe Dan Sad emptied the con-

tentn of hin duck gun theee days before,
The ruffian bad his moath all bound in &
blandy rag, but he was In powlas dopress
od: and, althoogh the gun had stoppsl
bis apeech. he smacked Paolo on the back
when ke greeted him,

Oae of the men started a wild dance. Tt
was an extraordinary exhibition, and It
plassed the men about e that they roared
with delight. 1 was watching it, but my
attention was suddenly diverted by the
wense that something under & near tahble
was pulling st my leg. [ looked down
quickly, and saw a strange sight: It was
the black fare of the lnd Splinters, who
had been trented wo bratally in Paris, Te,
cronclilng under the table, was making
slans to me, earnest, meaning signe, so
that withoat any betrayal [ leaned my
head down as though upon my haods, and
spoks to him:

“What Is I, 1ad? [ asked o a whis
per. “What do you want to say?”

“Don't stop here, sir ! he answered In
a sinte of great agitation. “They know
you, and are golng to kill you!™

Ile sald ne more, crawling away af
ance; but he left me hot with fear, 1

lefi my weat, and poshed amongst the |,

men, pamsiog nearer aud nearer 10 the | oy royund only at & curious light which
atreet, until at lnwt 1 was at the very por | q, bod shove me In the wky.
Thea T saw that a change |

tal Itwalf,
hatl heen made while 1 had been sltting

the way to the street without was

longet clear—an iron curtain had

dravwn aoross the sttrance,
This was a terrible discovery,

LLE I
bevn | 4

It srom:
od for an especinl purposs. | knew, haw-

swor, that when the danoe was over some
of the nudlesce would wish 1o go ont, and

then abogt to push thele tables to the sent

and cried :

“As you are, my pretty gentlemen: It's
only the first party yo've been treated to.
Na, na; ye dop't have the door drawn yet

awhile. Good boys, all of ye, there's work | and she was coming t 10 me, Ita
to da: hoet ho! wark to 4o . weemed  Wlow e mea In it
Somehow, all the men  Immedintely | made me no manner of signal, They came

around me slunk away, and [ found my-
self standing quite alone, with many star
Ing at me. The four men whom most 1| p
feared had turned their backs, bot the | ¢
rest of the assembly had eyes only for the | ¢
terrible woman and for myself,
the dlmcordant music began again,

tar ond of the room, and hegan to come | ¢
straight down to the door whereby 1]1¢
stood. 1
drew near. 1 had my revolver In my
pocket, but had 1 shown |t twenty barrels |
would have answersd the folly,
was nothing to do but 1o face the sereech-
ing woman: and this 1 did.

plerving «hick, and harled hersail almost
on me. In that iostant | remember see-
Ing the three men with Paocle suddenly
vise to their feet, while the other in the
room calied oot in thelr excliement. HBut
the hag berseif drew from bher breast
sonnething that she bhad concenled there ;
and, as she stood within & yard of me,
she brought it erash upon wmy bead, and
all my senaes [oft me.
CHAFTER X111

When [ reznined conscioumoss It was
bhecause raim beat apon my face, & dris
gling warm rain of iate wummer, and
(heee wan spray from a fresh wea. VFar
ot mingtes [ sot myself ts ek whers |
was: but | koew that 1 was bound at
the left hand and a1 my feet. and when
1 raised my head. | saw that [ lay In
an open boat, but my fest wore towards
the stern of It and | could see nothing of
the power which moved the bost or of the
scens about us

The boat in which | lay was paioted
white, and was of elegant bolld Rhe
had sl the fine lines of & yacht's Jelly-
Loat: and when | raleed my head | could
swe that hes fAttings had deen put o omly
at groat expenss. The sllence was broken
at last by a shoot, and the boat ceased 1o

move

“ ANl hands, make mil ™ oried somests ;
and after that 1 Deard the “yoheave™ of
the men hanling as | judesd at & main
The second order, “Shests home ™
proved (o me that 1 was behind & salling
ship, perhaps & yacht,
den shout fram the deck of the ahip.

“Ho. Bill, s the young "un gooe™

“Na, my hearty.”

And then 1 heard &4 woloe 1 knew, the
wolee of the Trihman “Four Eyes ™

“is it the dal yo're mindln? Threw Mm
a shest, oo av yer ['s mesel! (that's pot
bringing the pavner & dead bady when be
wanis & live one ™

They trind to throw me & shest as the
man had ondered, and | heard it fall o
the water at my Sead. | peodersd long en
the rmnark of the Irlehmasn, Hat the
“ogvaer” wanted me alive. It was quite
cioar that my life was safe from thess
men untll they reachind fheir chind

The raln ceased and the mun dhone
| struggisd

B oD e

the wind which blew with much sharpoess

in

The doors of glasa were wide open, but | oy shove me with slow and gulded mo-

what It was, and [ st up to soe the great
tenme
od to me that the lron door had heen elow showing an are of the water almost ns
clear ax hy the sun’s power.

same fve minotes: then it died away sud
s | walted by b curtaln, The men were denly, and on the spot whenee It had
y wme 1 ecould Just distingnish the dark
ter agnin, but the bag raised her voice ;m -1
m
jeeture ; and then in the pathway of the
lght rekindled 1 saw in all distipctness
the outline of & long-boat, fully manned,

in
ing light never moved once whilst they

Presently | eall thrice. The fourth ery, lood and In
The | yomething desperate, brought the response
hag moved with a hobble and & Jig to the | oo

know not what presentiment | stricken burst of sorrow, or the voice was
forewarned me to beware as the oreature | the Irishman’s, and Four-Eyes spoke :

There | ty no more, don't you be frettin'”

1

At the last, the old witch, whe had | to the distant steatner, on whose deck 1
danced for some moments at & distanee of | stood presently: but not without pro-
ten paces from the spot where | stood. | found fear, for | knew that at last | was
became aw one posscssed. She ottered a | a

on the Sea

free,
Finally there was 8 change (o the mo-
notony of the seene.
henve the barque to, [ felt all motlon
ooame, and then someons hanling at the
hawser, a0 that the jolly-boat wns pulled
against the slde of the bigger ship; anil
looking up, 1 saw half a dozen of Black's
gang watching me from the quarter-deck.
Then a ladder was put over the bulwark,
and "Four Eyes” cnme down [t with a
groal can af steaming «tuf. e stopped
off the ladder to the stern seat, and then
hent over me, Bur | saw thin only, that
fe hnd a knife In his beii; and | mads
up my mind ln 8 moment (o got it from
him.
e held ta the rops with ene hand
whila he por the can of hot stiff o my
lips with the ather. | drank half of It
with great mmips, feeling the warmth
spread through my body to my very toes
as the broth went down ; and a great hope
consoled me, for T had his kuife, haring
anatehed It from him when first he stoop-
ad. The good luck of the theft made me
gulek to smpty the pot of gravy. Four
Eyes went over the side again, and the
yacht moved onward lazily in the softest
of b s from the went,
When | deemed that 1 had walted long
enough | cut awny the remaining ropes at
my feet, and erouched unhound In the
boat. [ erawled to the bow, and hegan
to cut tha strands of the hawser one by
one. [ felt my boat go swirling away on
the backwash. It was a moment of su-
pre ve excitement, and [ lay quite fat
walting to hear if 1 were mimsed; but |
heard no sound, and losking around me
presontly, 1 saw the yacht away n mile,
and | knew that | was a free man.
When a couple af hours had passad |
ook & new conmolation in the thought thot
must be In the track of steamers bound
ut from, or to, New York; and in this
ope | covered myself in the tarpaalins
od lay down again to shield mysel! from

the night grew. 1 did not slesp, but
ay half-dazed for an hour or more, and

The light
a8 clearly focumsed, being a volume of
tonsely bright, white rays which passed

fon. and then stopped allogether, almost

ted upon the jolly-boat. 1 knew then

of & man-of-war's searchlight,

The light shone in all its brightness for
.

Il of a steamer, Some moments, long
oments to me, passed in feverish ocon-

¥

me be untll pight 1 couid got my loft band

1 beard an order to

are the gentleman with the full particu-

duately for us a complete account of every
step yfm have taken in this matter since
yon were fool enough to follow Martin
Flall.”

u sit,
ﬂo’uhu under unfavorable conditions,

you have but to ask for pen, ink and pa-
per—and to make yourself one of ns.”

glve you some gays to think of it
e adyise you 'o be a man of common
sense, and not rum your head against

th,‘ W

yourself
Black puts the question to you."

shronghoat the world, The Chilian gov-
rmml::t had been approached at onee. bnt
had repndiated all knowledge of the myw-
terious ship, Meanwhile war vessels from
England, America and from Fraoce had
wot ont to scour the seas and bring such
intelligence ns they could, Tha whole ac-
cotint concluded with the rumor that a
gentleman in New York had knowledge
of the affair and would at once be inter-
waod,
ﬂf‘?m woe that interview was unfortu-
nately Interrupted,” said the doctor. “You

lars. | am here to ask you to write sccu-

“And otherwise ¥’

“Otherwise, you wounld give all you
if 1 would shoot you now as
If you would still have life, not

“That | will never do!”
“(Oh, you say that now; but we ll;:::

A

1one wall. We nre now hoand on a four-
voyage. During these four days,
ou need fear nothing. 8o don't disturb
unnecessarily  ontil  Captaie

(o be continued.)

a bee-line towards me, and the radiat-

owed, In the end, | mysslf broke the
ilenes, shouting lustily to them, bue get-
ing no answer until I had repeated the

eagerly awalted ; but when [ recognized
he volee of him who then halled me |
!l down again In my boat with a heart.

“Avast hallin’, young "un," he eried:
‘we nin't goin® fo part along o' your socle-

“They dragged me into thelr boat, and,
aking my own in tow, they rowad rapidly

prisoner on the nameless ahip.

CHAPTER XIV,
There was light from aix lanterns, held
by giant negroes, to grest me when |
had mounted the ladder and was at last
on the deck of the great ship: but none
of the men spoke & word, nor could 1 wes
their facws. One of the men wilently
tonched me on the shoulder, and 1 follow-
ed him along & narrow strip of lron deck,
past a great turret which reared [teslf
abave me, and agnia by the coversd forms
of quick-firing guon. We descendsd s
short ladder te a lower deck, and w0 to
the companion way, amd to A narrow pas
sage In which were many doore. Ome aof
these he opensd. and motionsd me to on-
ter, when the door was closed poleslesly
bebind me, and | found mysell alone.
My Sret lecling was ane of Inteass sar
prise. 1 had looked te enter a prison
The cabin was not largs, but one mare
artistie in +fect was never bullt, Hang
all around with poppycoiored oilk, the
rame material made curtains for the bunk.
It was emiployed alse for the cushions and
sovering of the armchalr and the courh,
and 1o drape the dressing glass and basin
which were In 1he Meft-hand corner. It
seemed, indeed, that the whols room was
s harmony ln sceariet. with a scariet oell-
Ing and scarlet hangings. The feet sank
above the ankies in a eoft Indlan mg
whidh was ornate with the quaint mosale
Ike workings and penerrating colors of
all Eastern tapestry. For light, there was
an are lamp, wvellsd with gause of the
falntest yellow., The room would bave
teent perfoct but for a horrid blot upom it
—a blot which stared ot we from the
sater wall with hlendehot eyes and hide
s visage,
bead fhat had been seversd from the body

thoaght., If na worse harm befall
what odds? and | sat down, all wondes
ing and dased

monild be showing me this marked rmasid
eration oniy for e motive of elfinter
put,

the moment when Roderich

d ¢
:

It was the pleture of & man's

The pictore alemost tervified me, but |
me,

My conclaslon was that the man Pieck

It was evident that b bad been
aware of my Intestion to lollow him from
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Clder-Making. 5
The Apple Speclalist, In answer to
following Instrue-

to the Authentle Recordas,

Often Remarkably Large According wweet:

“In order: b make cller the julee

The north of England seems to be a | must be from the apples

fertlle soll for large familles, for In|This Is doge iy grindivg the apples

1797 we read of a Cumberland man and |

md thus pressing the

hls wife, accompanied by thirty of their |julce out.  Th pumice 15 lald up In
children, all attending the ehristening |boops and beldis place by old sacking

of the thirty first child, and In eariler [made by ripphg guony sacks
countryman, | 114 up i ches form, one above the

years another north

It is

Thomas Greenh!ll, applied to the then |other, and premre applied at the top.

duke of Norfolk, early marshal, for|The clder worbgut through the sack
an augmentation to bl eoat of arms on | 0g and Is caugt In n tob.

Hand ol

the singular ground that he was “the |der mills are mde that are excellent

seventh son and thirty-nioth child of
one father and mother.”

In Conway chirchyard there was to
be seen—It can searcely be there to-
day—a tombstone bearing the follow.
Ing remarkable epltaph: “Here lyeth;
the body of Nicholas Mocker. of Con-
way, gentieman, who was the forty-
first child of his father, William Hock.
er, by Alice, his wife, and the father
of twenty-seven children, 37"

If 2 man's family be considered ns
Incinding all his descendants that of

for the work, i sweet cider may be
had st any the Ther ls Ho way to
keep clder swed without racking it off,
drawing It freg yne barrel to another
several thmes, kting it run through
severnl thicknesy of flannel to take
out the sedimes [t must be allowed to
ron very slowlyay as to keep all sedi-
ment In the bty of the barrel. When
thoroughiy purife] the barrel must be
plugged tight aa) pept In & cool place.
By bolling amd ggimming the cider It
will keep swest e has & slight cook-

Peter Bmith, who fourished In New
Jersey, In the seventesnth century, Is

wiend

In familles !t s not an unknown
thing for one chlld 10 be old enough
o have a sister or bhrother young
enough to be his or her great.grand.
child. Thus the eidest son of Thomns
Beatty, of Drumcondra, has passed his
seventy-third birthday when hils young-
est brother qualiffed for the ecradle
When Willam Frost, of Galphay, near
Ripon, died In 1780 his eldest ohild
was & sturdy boy of 88 summers and
his youngest was barely 14 and the
Lady Powerscourt of to-day Is half a
tentury older than her latest brother.
There are cases ofi reord where a
century or more has divided the wed-

ear] of Laicester was first married 1n
1775, and bis son Jed his second wife
to the altar in August 15875; white Cap-
taln Francle Maude, who was married
on June 28, 1840, was following the
sxample of his father, Lord Hawsrd.
en, had set bim ninety-ghres Fears
eariler, 1n 1756 Bat both these cyaes
are quite eclipsed by that of Fpwrtpmey |

ol taste,
barrels of o gnd have tried
entitled to & high place of honor, for at .n“d" of scliomey 1 keep It swoet and
n recent annual gatbering of Peter's |MY® found shype equal to racking
progeny no fewer than 7000 men and ™0- Itisa slow [yrocess, however, and

dined together to the ancestral bome- | "
aal

ding days of father and shn. The first|

We ye made thousands of
all

nless well domg o (il not prove effect
al™

'“.’.- Corn “farker,

The & suggestion, which
Seetus 8 2ood . comes from & farmer
whoe has ‘H‘ll" gsed one. He says:

“This will mnke pogr marks at a time
ou ridges of Wy fprows. To turn at the

Fhime the when turn-
runners a8
N &nd o gy wiong
[
Piogy Nates.

G. Ntevensan, of Bristol, who was =3
and whose father was first wed n 1704 |
the year of Mieaheim. This soeming | .
|

that the father, whe was darn in e,

age of T and the general was the won

1111
i

was married for the third time at he .

Oroe-fourty € the dalry cows of the
RNTT G0 nag for their feed, and
oTe 1han by ¢ pem do DOt Teturs

prwsibdlity B aovountes] for LY the fact! By proft

more #id more, and as new experl-
ments are made with it in &fferent

eminent authority has discovered that
it 18 & weed evadicator of unfalling
power. This will seem like contradic
tion to resders who have been cmn-
tloned about weeds, and which will
prove mwore destructive to alfalfa than
any combatable Infuence. Neverthe
less It I8 strictly true that the plant is
the greatest destroyer of weeds known.
This comes not so much from any qual-
ity contained In the alfalfa plant, but
from the Inabllity of the weeds to en-
dure having their heads cut off s
wany tmes In summer close to thelr
feet. The most strengous weed soon
will succumb to this harsh treatment,
while the alfalfs plant will thrive all
the better the more it s cut. 1 weeds
can e Kept back from choking the
young nlfalfa plunts until they, the al
falfa plants, are tall enough to be
mowed, the question of wesds n the
purticalar parcel of ground I8 sertled,
Therefore, It Is wise to select A woedy
plece of ground for the alfalfa feld,
but before sowing the sead every pre-
caution should be taken to kil as many
weods as possible, This cun best be
done by stmply following the oft-re
peated lunjunction to thoroughly pres
pare the seed bed before sowing the
soodl.  If this be done, and the troct
harrowed and rolled after plowing at
a time when the tiny weeds begin to
show green over the field, and nguin
Just before time to sow, there will be
the cleanest field on the farm before
the year fs out. There are many weed-
fufected Farms and many farmers who
have despaired of ever getting rid of
the weeds, Alfalfa suggests the means
of riddance.—C, M. Gluther In Agricul-
turnl Epltomist.

Turkey Which Seld for $175.

Here I8 a flue specimen of n Bronze
Tom Turkey, bred In Massachusetts.
He is 3 years old, and sold for §175

Dry Farth as a Dislufectant.

It is well known that fine, dry dirt In
one of the best of absorbents and dis
infectants., It Is alse plentiful, and
costs nothing but the labor of han-
diing. It makes excellent bedding, if
coversd over with a few Inches of
straw, and It really keeps the cows
clean, even when used In the stalls
without straw, as It s easily removed
from the halr with a brush. A stall
bedded with dry earth can be cleaned
out In o much shorter thine than when
the earth ls not used, and, as dirt ab-
sochs the ligulds and gases, quilte n
saving Is effected in that manner. Its
use goes beyond the stall.  As the sta-
ble should be cleaned dally, quite a
large quantity of dry earth wlll be
usd In the course of a year, and it
will necessarily be added to the heap
itmelf, yot Its presence thereln will
double the valoe of the mapure by pre
venting loss of fertilizing materinl. It
is m better absorbent thap straw or
corn stalks, and is easily bandled when
the manure s hauled to the flelds

Testing Individusl Cows.

A eircalar by the lHilools Station em-
phasizing the lmportance of stodying
the production of lodividual cows con-
talns records for one year of elghteen
dalry berds in [Illinols, Including 221
cown, The average production was 5.-
61690 pounds of milk and 234

of butter fat. The best bherd

unfavorable than the results obtained
In previous years. Tweniy-nine sam-
ples of ¢ream examined showed per.
cegitages of fat ranging from 1263 to
2151, The author believes that the
tollowing standard sbould be estab

HISTORY OF POTATO PLANT.
———
Native of South Awmeriea Natural-
feed In Hurope.

The chronlcle of une of the old Span-
lsh travelers, publisbed in 1050, says:
“The people of Peru eat a tuberons
root which they call papas.™ The Span-
lnrds took this root to Spain, where It
Wwas grown as “the trafe root.” The
[tallans very quickly adopted It Into
thelr gardens and soon the Dutch were
cultivating It with mnch the same zeal
that they displayed for tulipm. Of lin
Introduction nto Bogland, all that we
fre sure of Is that In 1684 Sir Walter
Rulelgh was growing potatoes ln his
Irish garden.

Thomas Hariot In his necount of Vir-
Bluln names potatoss among the roots
that were found growlng there, saying
that some of them were ns big a8 a
wilnut and others considernbly lnrger.
This Viegloln potato seems to have
been that which Is now known as the
Irish while that grown In Peru |8 more
likely to have heen o sweet potato, An.
other writer, deseribing the esculents
of Virginla, says that the potato reot
Is thick, fat and tuberous, not Afoer-
Ing much In shape from the sweet po-
tato, except that the mots are not s
great or long, while some of them nre
round as n ball and others wre aval, In
the ez fushion,

Early In the seventoenth contury Ra-
lelgti's plantation of potntoes bnd been
repeated all over Irelaud, but the farm-
ers of England, moved Ly stabbord
prejudioe and possibly in purt by Jeal-
ousy, decldod that they would have
nothing to do with the tuber. It was
s late as the tline of Charles 11, cors
taluly It was after the Cromwellian ep-
Isode, before the potato got any falr
hold In English soll,

Gilbert White, writing In 1175, says
that potatoes had prevalled o his dis
trict for about twonty yenrs and that
this had been brought sbout “ouly by
means of premimms,” but that potatoes
were then much esteemoed by the poor-
er people, who would searcsly have
ventured to taste them ln the previovs
relgn.

Another writer speaks of them ns a
rather questionable product—possibly
to hecome human food, "although rath:
er flutulent and acld for the human
stomnch,” He recommends bolling them
with dates and thinks that such & com-
bloation would keep soul and body to-
gether for those who nre too poor to
get anything better,

The story of the Introduction of the
potate Into France has been often told,
The country people were o convinesd
of the polsonous nature of the tuber
that they would not give it n trigl. Ita
friends were actually mobbed for try-
Ing to Introdues n food that wonld
polsan the people, The story goes In
two ways, One of these tells us that
King Louls XVI. wore potuto blossoms
In his buttonhole and had potatoes on
Lis royal table untll they becnme pop
ular with the aristocratie elpsses

Another story recounts how a oele.
brated physiclan and  philanthropist
planted a feld of potatoes, about which
he placed a goard, with [nstroctions
to nllow Just as much thleving as poss!.
ble.  The poorer people, belloving a veg-
etable that deservod saely watehful cire
must be of grest value, stole nearly
the whole of them. In this way thelr
prejudices were overcome and n valua-
ble esculent added to thelr dietary.—
Independent.

Migh Hack Wolf a Caller.
Onr esteemed fellow eftizen, High
Pack Wolf, was seéen on our streets
recently., Mr. Wolf was ascompanied
by his two wives., High Is a good-na-
tured Indlan, with bow lege, lhooked
pose and humplsh back, which latter
physieal peculiarity In connection with
his aggravated appetite for raw dog
wuggestidd his name to his compatriots
onn the banks of the Washits,

Mr. Wolf was eaught In the Jurch
when the government enacted the one
wife law for the Indians and found
himself surrounded with two wives and
twenty-four children. High grinned
good nnturedly and conslted a lawyer
o devise ways and means of reducing
the wife surplux, but as there were no
annals among the Indians to tell which
wife was first attached to High Back
and nelther of them was willing to
far loose from his tepee without jegal
process [igh said: “Ugh, heap much
wife; heap locky Injin™ and began to
hustle for extra dead wohaw apnd
rakines

Mrs, Wolf, Jr., In mome four feet
across the breast, with helght to mateh ;
has dreamy Dlack eyes and s cultured
way of histing her mocensins over mud-
dy places on the Washita when wet
weather oomes on.  We have never
met: the other Mrs. Wolf, but she is
deseribed as being 8 dark complex-
foned, black baired red foce, high
cheskbone sister, who nelther chews
tobaoco mor drinka.  The Wolf family
are well thought of by thelr nelgh
bore.—Arapabos Hee,

Roral Debt to a Spider,
On the celling of one of the rooms
in Sans Rouel, the world resowned
palace of Frederick the Great, Is palnt-
el a great spider with Its web. The

origin of this strange decoration is as
follows

bedroom. When be agnin entered the
breakfast rocin Bis hajesty disoversd
that a great spider had dropped from
the celling Into the cup and be natur-
ally eried out for fresh chomiats 1o be
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WOMAN HELPLESS IN FRANCE,

 ———
She Is at the Merey of the Unscrups
ulous of the Opposite Ses.

Bome of the leading women of
France have organized o obtaln thelr
rights at the hends of the goverasment
and they belleve they will  sucowsl
There Is great need for 16 Willlam
K. Curtls, In the Chlesgo Record-Jler-
ald, whoe has been looking lote the
matter. has this to suy :

“Ihe legal status of woman In
Frauce s deplorable. She has po rights
nt wll.  All of her property belongs 1o
her husband, and. although she may
have econtributed everything to the
family estate and he nothing whatever,
the moment the marriage vows are ex-
changed he becomes the sole owner,
and she has no legal clalm to anything,
not even to the clothes on her back
ar the ring which he places on  her
finger an a pledge of love and loyalty.
No woman In France has a right (o
do anythiug whatever without the cou-
sent of her busband, He Is the nuto-
ernt of her mind, ber body and ber
woul”

Ile enn beat her nt will and there I
no redross.  He enn carry on lnnamer-
able lutrigues with other women, but
she mwust pever allude to these lapses,
It would prove fatnl to her pence of
mind; might result In ber fickle lord
leaving her. This llne of nctlon s
based on the Napoleonie code that the
man ls always Inpocent ; the woman s
nlways gullny.

The husband s the sole owner of
the bouse and the land In  France,
Thix gives him supreme command.  He
onp #oll, lenses or glve It away and the
wife 1s powerlese,  The reformers also
ask protection for mothers who have
(Hegitimate offspring and the women
who have besn turned out of  doors
who luve heen lving with men who
have disenrded them. A woman who
has been betrayed has no redress, ow
the man I8 not an offender and goes
free.  Bo many men and women are
keeping honse who have never heen
married that infanticide 18 practiced
te an extent unknown o any other
sountry. Only for this the popualation
wonld grow rapllly.

Any man ean leave his wife destitute
and with children ¢linging to bher apron
strings and go wherever he wants to,
Even i wealthy he & not compelled
to glve a dollar to thelr support, They
are completely at the merey of a henrt-
less world.  In the npper strata divoree
can be hnd for slight cause, but 1t Is
slow and ecostly, To stll] further the
favor the Inconstant man a law visits
severe punishment upon blackmnll and
there 1s very lttle of this carvied on

THE LULLABY,

Slumhber Songs of Infancy the Sweet-
est In the World,

The following Is m contribution from
the pen of & Western newspjer writer:

What tender tendrells of  wemory
reach far baek through the fugaclous
years and cloaster about the slumbwer
songs of our Wfancy ! If there Is abe
thing In all the world of sonhid infin-
ences that allenating viclssitudes can-
not obliterate It s the Jullaby that
soothed us to Mleep upon fhe mother
brenst. If there has come intao oor
adult life anything of besuty, sweetness
and charm; if we have been Divsssd by
the mirncle of happiness, or if in the
garden of our souls there blooms one
transcendent blossom, It s associnted
with the falryland of an unforgotten
heme, In the lullaby of childbood
there 8 love sanctified and aussifish
and made pure In o saerifice a8 holy as
an echo from Calvary.

Perlinps youn oun't remember all the
words of that slmple hymn that croon-
ed you to wleep In the dawn of your
awnkening life. The gentle tute may
halt and falter when strange emotion
rlutehes at your throat, bt the mem-
ory is there In your beart, \ndedble and
sil-enduring. The molher song was
low and sweel. There may b more
cultivated voloes, more “iasslc phras
ing, more graceful expression in the
palling world of art, but not te you
That sometimes tremulous volee which
you 4did not know was choked with the
dews of sorrow will whisper upon
heartstrings when all else meomes dim
pothingness. God sends the whilte souls
of ehildren out of heaven into mother
arms that the transition may not be too
sudden, and he appoints motherhood
his deputy to guide the wandering fest
aright. Too Inte we understand.

“Some must wateh while some must
wleep,” and sotoe Must press toe tired
little bodies of children in thelr arms
and lull them Mto seft forgetfoloess,
What a blessed privilege 1t wouid be
If world-worn men and women of to-
day ecould repose onee mere In the
suered security  of  allencompassing
mother-love ; If they could ouly take
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the preseribed duty of carsfully secur
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