l;risoners and Captives

By H. S. MERRIMAN
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CHAPTER XXIV.

fhere are many poople who ge through
life without ever knowing what it s o
Gght & gule of wind.

There la n breath of heaven of which
the sale massage |s death, It s & wind
with po fuesounding name, for It be
lmnges to the north, where men eéndure
ihings and have no thought of naming
them. It hlows for six mooths of the
year, It veers from southsouthwest to
notthwest -hy-north, and it ls barn upon
the gray lcefields roand the pole. For
many hundred miles It raves scross the
frogen ocean, gathering deathly coldness
at avery league. Ou ltn shoulders It car
rles toos of snow, and then striking land,
It rages and tears, howls. moans and
worsams asross northern Hurope into far
fromen Asis. In passing it clothes all
Russin in white, and still has plenty to
spare far hleak Siberia, northern China
and Japan,

A few norithern races manage to lve
an in such numbers as to save sxterming
tion, and that s all. Moge than a third
af them are partially or wholly blind.
Thelr sxistencs is a constant and unegual

siruggle agninat this same wind aod its
pitiless auxiliaries—snow and frost. The
earth yields no Increams here, A little

sparse vegetation, sufficient only to nour
Ish misernble relndeer and a few horses |
A scattering of pine trees, and that s all,
Although no sanctifying splrit can be
sald te walk upon the waters, the sea
alone wsastalons life, for men, dogs and
reindoor eat fish, not dried but frosen,
wheti they ran get It

It was acrosa this country, and In face
of this wind, that a party of men and
women made their way In the late sum-
mer several years ago. By late summer
ond means the first fortnight in July In
these high Intitudes. These travelers
were (wenty-one in number—slztesn men
and five women, One woman cartied a
baby—a jall bird—born in prison—un-
baptiged, 1t did not count, not even ns
half & person, to any ons except §id
mother. Men and women wore dressed
alike in good fur clothing, hagey trousers
tucked Into felt boots, lang blouse-like Tur
conts, amd enps with earflaps tied down,
Hoota, trousers, coats and even eaps bore
signs of dumnge by wnier, When north-
orn Riberia Is not fromen ap it s In a
winte of food, and traveling, except by
water, v almost lmposible, These poo-
ple had come many miles by this compar-
atively ensy method at imminent risk,
for they had triveled north on the bowsm
aof the flood, Since then they have lter
nlly burned thelr vessels in order to ent
off prarwinit

The men dragged light sledges, three
to & wledge, and four resting. The wom-
en cartled various more precious burdens

delicate Instruments, such a8 com-
passes and aneroids, Peneath the fur
caps throbbed some singular brains, from
under the draggled brims looked ont some
strange faces, There was a doctor among
them, two army officers, a judge and oth-
ery who had not been allowed time fo be-
come anything, for they were exlled while
wtudents

The whole party pressed forward In sl
lenee with tight-locked lips and half-clos-
od oyes, for the rushing wind earried a
fine blinding wnow before Ir. Only one
person spoke at times. It was the woman
who carriad the baby, and she Interlard
ed  her  Inconsequent  remarks  with
snatobos of wong and bursts of liar
cackling laughter, Saddenly mat
down on a boulder,

“1 will alt here™
warm sun,”

The whole party stopped, and one of
the women answered

“Came, Annn.” she sald, “we cannot
wait here.”  BUill speaking, she took her
arm and urged her to rlee,

“But,” protested she who had been ad
frensed as Anoa, “where s the pienie to

she mald, “in the

Lo ¥
“The Anna Pavioskl” wald a
amall, built man, coming for
wird and speakling in a wonderfully deep
and hBarmonious tone of vales,
held further on. You must

penle,
squately

“in to be
come At
onee,””

“T think,” she wald gentle, “that 1 will
wialt here for my hoshand. 1 expect him
home from the office. He will bring the
e wWR ey »

They were all groupad round the wom-
An now except one man, amd he wtood
apart with his back turned toward them. |
1le had been dragging the foremant sledge,
and the brond band of the trace was still
neross Bin shoulders.  He had been loadd-
Ing the way, and seomed In some wybile
manner to be recoguieed as chief and
plonser

Again the woman who had first spoken
peraundad again the broad shouldersd
man spoke In his commandiog gentleness,
1t was, however, of no avall. Then after

lsok of borror, and hesitated to follow
him. i

“It wan agreed,” ha cootinued,
chanically, “that the jives of =il
gever to be sndangered for the sake of
ope, Tyars sald that.”

Klowly the two followed him. As they
.pjlruﬂrhn‘l the group some of these stép-
ped silently back, some walked away &
few paces and stood apart with averted
faces,

“Can you tell me” sald the woman,
loaking up suddenly and leaving the
buby's face and throat fully exposed to
the eruel wind, “whether 1 can find @
lodging near bere?”

She addressed Pavioskl, who wis stand:
ing in front of her, [le made no answer,
hut pressntly turmed awny with & con
sulsive movement of lips and throat, as i

e~
wWure

BED STREWN WITH ORCHIDS.

| ——
Fremch Marqeise One of Many Whe
fiuran Up Thelr Money.

When the people have more money
than they know what to 4o with they
| gometimes develop s remarkable I
Jgn-nu!!_r i devising methods of squaid-
'ering It, a8 Iln the case of the Fretch
imgmmw. whao, according to the papers,
has her bed strewn with rare and ex-
quisite orchids at a cost of several
thousind dollars a week.

Evetn more rmarkable Is the story
told of a wealthy Frenchman who dines
twice a week nt a famous Parisian res-
taurant.  His appetite is of the poor
est, but he always insists on having a
tureen fAlled with a speciaily prepared
soup placed before him, Next comes
a huge joint of meat from which he
cuts one tiny slice. Then follow four
qualls or a large chicken, of which he
eats one mouthful. His dessert coo-
slwts of four grapes and a cup of cof-
fee, while during his meal he jJust
molstens his lips from & bottle of ex-
pensive claret and another of the fn-
pst champagne. At the concluslon of
ench men), for which he puys $25, he

he wers swallowing with an effort. Then
he ralwed his voloe and, addressing his
companions generally, he said, with the
assurance of @ man placed In & position
to exact obedlence

“Will you all go on? Keop the same
direction, north by-west according to the
compaes. 1 sball cateh you up before
evening.”

Ha stood guite still, like & man hewn
out of stone—apright, emotionless and
quite determined —awalting the fulfill-
ment of his commands. All around him
hls companions walted, [t almost seem-
ed as if they expected the Almighty teo
interfere. KEven to those who have tasted
the hitterest cup that life has cver brew-
o, this seemed too cruel to be troe—-toe
horeld ! And the wind blew all around
Them, toaring, raging on.

At Jast one man had the sournge to do
It. It was he who bad spoken to Pav
loakl, the man whom they ealled doctor
He went toward one of the sledges and
procoedied to disentungle the traces thrown
cardlessly down when a halt had boer
ecalled.  The men stepped silently forward
and drew the cords across their shoulders
The women moved away first, stepping
softly on the silent snow, and Hke phuan
towns vanishing in the wist and windy tur
moll, The men followed, dragging thel
noiseless sledges. The doctor stayed be
hind for & moment. When the others
were out of earshor he went toward Pav
tonkl and lafd his mittened hand upon his
arm,

“Serglus,” he anid, with palnful hesi
tation, “let me do It—I1 am a doctor—it
will be easier.™

Pavloskl turned and looked &t the
speaker in a stupid. bewildered way, ns
if the language useldl were unknown ¢
bim. Then he smiled suddenly, in a sick
ening way: It wos like w cynioal smile
npon the face of the denil

"Go!™ he sald, pointing to windward
where their companions hnd disappeared,
“tio with them. Lot each one of us de
his duty. It will be a vousolation, what
ever the end may be”

The doctor was bound In honor to obey
this man In all and through all. He
obeyed now, and left Rorgius  Paviosk!
nlone with his mad wife and his helpless
babe. Aw he moved away he heard the
woman prattling of the sun and the birds
and the flowers,

He turned his face resolately north
ward and pressed forward into the ley
wind, but a mufMled, gurgling shriek hroke
down his strong resolution. Without
stopping, he glanced back over his shoul-
dor with a gasp of horror, Bergius Pav-
foski was kneellng with hls back to the
north; but he was not koeellng on the
snow, for the doctor saw two furelad
nrms waving ecoavalsively, and between
the woles of Pavioski’™s great snow boots
he eanght sight of two other feet drawn
up In ngony.

“0h, God!" exelalmed the man, aloud,
"forgive him!"

And with hloodshot eyes and haggard
Hips he stambled o, not heeding whers
he wot lils fesr. e foll, and rose again,
sepree knowing what he did,  Despite the
freezing wind, the perspiration ran down
hils face. blinding him. It frome and hong
there ln little icicles on his mustache and
beard.

And In the agony of his steong mingd
his brain lost all power of concentration
Hin lipn continued to frame those four
waords over and over again until they be-
came beteft of all meaning and lupsed
into a mere rhythmis refrain, keeping
time with the swing of his sturdy legs.
(Ta be continued. )

OLD MAIDS AS MOTHERS.

How Spinsters Diaplny Parentalism
When in Charge of (hildren,

A woman may not be sspecially de

voted to children, or feel any acute de

Kire to possess them, and yet, nine

times out of ten, If she has to thke soue

a few moments of painful hesltation, he
left the gronp and weal to where the |
leader stomd alone,

“Pavioskl,” ha sald

“You, doctor.,” He never turned his
hend, but stood rigid and stern, Inoking
sirnight befors him, scowling with eyes

from which the horror now wounld never
fade gruy, hopeless distance. No
marhle statue could reprodioce the strong,
eold despaar tha! breathed In every b
and feature

“Something,” sald the doctor, “ayust be
We are behind our time nirendy.”

into tha

Wlrnye

“I suppose 1t Is my duty to stay with
you ¥ sald Pavioski “I eannot leuve
tha party? | cannot stay behind ¥

The little man made no answer Hie
ailenre was more aloguent than ANY
words counld have boey A li._:"m‘[l-..

painter could searesly have found a sad I
than thews twe friends who
And
was rendered infh
the advent a third

der  pirture
dared pot (o mee? each other's ryoq
in & mMémen

sadder by

yet,
nitely of
e i

Swathed an she was In furs
diflenls to distinguish
woman at all, and yet
movemenis, the

It was
this wWia a
to A close obwsarver

her manner in which she

sAt her feel upan the grauand. the wigiges
Lion of graveful curves in b and forw, |
beatrayed that she was (ndeed g yOuNg
glr Mer face ponfirmed zay blpe

« and a serhud month, round cheels
{ 1 4 i it wind
il gold ! i

| ) y and gleas é

(T LR lusky fn

“1 =i . ¥ 1] w siar
nilh B Seitaina, | y and take
her hack Wa will ¢ irweives ap. I

t Aoy N it [lans |« dead,

| e 1 g L | I kave no
hiisleat |

T™h the dartar witieed He wan not
. nikiliat ot all, aod never had been ; hat
M peErsanal appaarihee o had ressmhled
noe I'here was samet] ng horeibly real |
In the werds that came from the girl"s |
rony lipe. Berglus Pavioak! shook his
bead and moved a step or twa rtowapd

the group hall hidden by a fine driving
show,

“NO" he answersd
tefore leaving ondos.
soa thing te be done ™

The doctor and the girl exchanged &

“We armangsd h
There lo: on'y

stonll boy or girl shopping or walking,
she will, half unconsclously, begin play
ing mother,

There nre certaln ways of pulling
down Httle skirts and settling enps that
are distinetly parental and possessive,
& manner of grasping small hands s
answering sheill questions  that  pro
clnlm to all the world, “Thils Is my jew
el”  Few parents ¢an avold & teace of
seifl-consclous pride when treating the
cmunley o s sight of thelr offspring.
But let a spinster tuke 8 smnll relat]ve
Ia ehnrge, and she will ontinother the
most demonstrative wother of thew nll
In ber glrs snd gestares

Her “dear” Is & masterplece of Indu)
gent parentallsig, and If the anappre
clntive youngster shouts out, "Aunty,”
# ook of mwortifiontion
neross her She buys little shoes
and socks with an ale of mature dellb-
eratlon tepapered by A balf hamorous
tesideriioss, and the clerk, If she knows
her businoss, asks questions about the
nge and slee nod smiles sy mpatbeti ally
over the small gnriments,

A wolinn may restraln herself fram
abviouxly minkivg belleve In the street

slinrp ooines

e

but before a cointerful of frillisd cnpws
or Imitehy s troosera shie s o maeal
swand and canoot restst the alluring

intle of mot el =he may love
ner spligteriood aml cxalg ln her Froe.

down beneith the plemial fem

awnke and clnmoring for its

o, bt

e e

height L 1) o Tribune.
Not incensistent,
Nell—You don't mwean to say you're
goiug o marrey him?
Bolle -Yos
NellThe lden! Why, you sald yon

wouldn't marry hilm If be were the Inst
man on earth

Helle (snappily )} —Well, my graciogs!
he Isa't, I8 he?

Nanty.
"1 don’t feol like myself today.™
“Let me congratalate you ' —Cleve
lauy Leader,

hands 8 to the head walter, $4 to the
walter who has attended hln, $2 to the
wowman eashier and $1 to the porter.

A welrd form of extravagnnce was
that of a woman named Hiller, who
recently burled her husband in a $20.-
(00 coffin. The casket was made of
rlebly enarved mahogany, with solid gola
trimmings (a slogle knob costing §1.-
700y and lnesd with silk which s sald
to have cost 75 cents an luch,

The nigam of Hyderabad has a set of
falsa teoth for which he pald a Madras
dentist $3,000 and Dixle W, Thompson,
a wenlthy rancher of Santa Barbara,
Cal, not long ago spent &L.750 on a
saddle, which 18 of the fncst embossed
leather, heavlly and most elaborately
mounted with silver. Henry G, Mar-
shall lavished 850,000 on a grand plano,
exquisitely palnted by Rir L. Alma-
Tadema and studded with  precious
stones, Jan Van Beers has a plano, a
mirncle of paioting, preclous metals
und Jewels, which cost him $30,000,
One of the most remarkaocle cases of
extravaganoe on record was the In-
duiging by the Bultan of Turkey of
child's  whim, One day the Sultan
found hix small son in tears becanse,
though be  hand been pramised to be
made un admiral, he could not see his
flag holsted on a particular ship from
his nursery windows, The Sultan
promptly had the vessel brought up and
moored in front of the Doima-bagteheh,
to the child's great delight, In ornder,
however, to bring the vessel to the re-
quired position it was necessary to pull
down a newly constructed  bridge,
which at the Sultan's bidding was done
At a cost of $500,000,

THE WORLD'S OLDEST CITY.

The Damnascus Seen by Saunl of
Tursus Still Exists,

If you were suddenly asked to name
the oldest city In the world which Is
still In a fAourishing cond!tion, what
would be your answer?

In nine cases out of ten, the person
to whom such a query might be pro.
pounded would hark back to Egypt,
Greege, or Rome. He would be wrong.
The oldest city In the world s Damas-
o,

Tyre and Sidon have eruambled on
the shore: Banlbee Is a ruln: Palmyra
Ie burled fn n desert; Nineveh and
Babylon have disappeared from the
Tigris and the Euphrates, Damascus
remalng what It wasn before the days
of Abmahinm-—a center of teade and
travel—an Isle of verdure In the des-
ert; “a presidential eapital,” with mar-
tinl and sacred assoclations extending
through thirty centuries,

It was near Damascus that Saul of
Tursus saw the light above the bright-
ness of the sun; the street which s
enlled Stralt, In whieh It was sald
"he prayed,” still rons through the
city,

The clty which Mohammed surveyed
froon a neighboring belght and was
afrald to enter “becaunse It was glven
to man to have but one paradise, and
for his part he was resolved not to
have It in this world" I8 to-day what
Jullan ealled the “Eye of the East.” as
It was In the time of Isalah “the head
of Syrin.”

From Damascas came the damson,
our blue plums, and the dellcious apri-
cot of Portugal called damaseo; dam-
ask, our beautiful fabric of sotton and
allk, with vines and flowers ralsed upon
n smooth, bright ground ; the damask
rose introduced Into England in the
time of Heury VIII; the Damascus
blade, so famous the world over for
its keen edge and wonderful elasticity,
the secret of whose manufacture was
lost when Tameriane carried the artlst
Into Persin: and that beavtiful art of
inlaying wood and steel with gold ang
silver, n kind of mosalé engraving and
sculpture united —calisd damaskeening

with which boxes, buresos, and
swords are ornamentel,

Her Sarenstle Suggesilon.

“Mr. Rlopas.” sald the lnndlady, “1
am astonished that a man ke you
should live {a such an [nexpenalve
apartment. [ shonld think that with
your financial status you ecould take a
more elegunt—"

“Why-er-really. M Rentham,”
stammered the lodger, “you must know
that | nm not able—*

“Yes, | know you're not. Yoo never
pay vyour rett anyhow, so why don't
you get a-plenty while you're gotting
n™

And she salleqd mnjestically forth,—
Cleveland Leader

Our Owan John Philip,

Johm  Philip the  ronductor,
hins been guzetted “officer de I'Enst rue
Hon pabliqne” of Franre. This distine
tlon glves Mr. Sousa the golden palma
And msstte of the Franch Academy
e s the oy Iy American wha lhias m
this decoration. MHe s nhvo »
membetr of the Rovsl Vi torlan Opdep
of England, lmving bewn devornted by
his majesty five years ngo,

Fousa,

vl vl

Consent.

Pater—Can you support my daughter
Ia the style to which she I» At
tomed, without having to borrow maog-
ay and getting tn debt all the tme}

Sultor-—Yes, alp

Pater—Then take her. It's
1 aan do.—Cleveland Ludar.mon -

.

The pap Cultivator

DISKS s fyryy, pols are growing more
popular 4 m,_ul:', hey are used at
Al wtiges of g, p work, from plowing
to toal cultiyypjon A mBB of loug ex-
perience sayy ¢ ghom

The maly [wilnts In favor of the disk
are that (1 wil] work closer to Young
corn withoyr qoredog It Wikl work
ground withyy, jujury thet s oo wet
o be Mow ey with @ shovel plow, will
not throw up clodh but leaves the
gEround hln‘n}. in a8 fine lll_t.'l- can be
set to run r.r}-m.quhl.-ulnlbw next
to the curn and deepetr in the middle
of the row, wpjch I8 the proper way
when making the jast two cultivations.
However, the gisk will not plow deep in
very Bard ground of turn the sull In
such & way ux to kil large weeds, yet
If the weeds yro taken 1o band before
they becowie 1o, jamge the disk I8 satis-
factory In thiy gy welk

When corn s chedked It 18 not prac-
tieable to plow yoposs the fieid with the
disk, If the sk M run across the
rows, It will e yey lnconvenlent, as
the gangs are more Bearly rigld and
cannot be %o caslly sdapted to the In-
equality of 1ue geoosd.

For barring yway the young corn,
cutting the dirp gway from It and for
giving the last cultivation, laying by,
1 consider the (isk vastly superior fo
the shovel, byt where land has been
severely packed, ge by band ralns, noth-
g, In my opinjon will take the place
of a four-shove! cultivator of the twist-
el pattern, and they should not b less
than five Inclics wide

—
Fattening Coap for Poultry.

In the futtening of poultry for mar
ket It Is always o good plan to confine
the birds to guite small quarters In or-
der that the food giten them may ac
complish the hest possible result. The
futtening coop should be where It s
light and dry and the birds must be
kept comfortable at all times, More
than all, the coop or eps must be kept
clean, else the fowls sre nkely to be
come sick and will set In such condl-
tion take on flesh, Where there are
n number of fowls to fatten coops are
arranged on a wide shelf which forms
the bottom, then when It I8 to be
cleaned simply lift It up and set In an-
other place, leaving the shelf free to
clean thoroughly. Asy box of light
material will do for the fatiening coop
with wire netting to within six Inches
of the bottom. Acros this space a bar
may be placed with just fzough space
between It and the wire netting so that
the hen can get her bead out to fesd
A narrow trough sbeld  be kept In
front of the aod he flled with a
 gixture so that the
when It desires
inexpeusive, easy

THE FANMENING COOP,

to make and -ﬁl prove very !!l.‘l;nl)t-lllj
eal.  The lustrarion shows the lden
very ]lhlilll.lr,—lﬂh"mpullu News,

Valoe of & Butter Cow,

The value of & cow conslderad as an
Investment was ately figured out by .
P. Guerler, the Winois expert. Start-
Ing with n poor ew, one that produced
200 pounds of butter o year, be reckons
the food cost g £39 and the labor at
$12.50, while the putter Is worth only
835, or less than the market value of
the food consumed, ‘The fancy butter
cow produces 400 pounds of butter per
year, and on the game basls of reck-
oning nets her awner Intecest on $4003,
hesldes paying for the food and labor.
The price of butter In both cases is
reckoned ar 20 cents, The fancy cow
consamed  somewhat more food than
the other, bot the difference Was more
than offéet by the |perensed amount of
skimmilk.  Aecording to Mr. Guerler,
the fancy cow | better worth $404 than
the ordioary cow tuken as a gife.

Cont of Muking Dutter,

In n recent papopt publisbed by the
Towa state dalry somumissloner, the nv-
erage cost of praducing one poumd of
butter Is glven g follows :

In the creanpry that wakes $0,000
poutils of buttey 4 year, [t costs 4 conts
o meke one poggd of butter, and o a
CPPAMETY produsiyge 50,000 pounds 1t
Costs B4 cents g make one  poumd;
While In cresmerios making 150,000
POULAS per yomr |p costa  only 1.85
eents.  In sowe of the very lirge oon
tral plants, that gre producing over
00,000 ponride of Butter per yonr, It
rosts 1.4 eonts ey I.,und. These ﬂ‘
ures clonrly show that the larger the
ereamery the chegper butter can be
manufactipred, A they aiso show that
It takes about 4o s, tributary to
ofe factory, Intfoes g profitable eream
ery buslivss can he ectnbilsbied.

Farm Nates.
A man makes g yletake when he de

Petids on a seryl bull v head lls berd
of cows,

If you want to make the strawstack
benefit the cow, put some of 1t uuder
ber for bediding

It I8 clalmwsd thap although the con
ditlons of food gy ellmnte In Japan
offers no serlous shamcles o sheep
farming, there wers g 101 only 2,545
aheep In that country.

Al A recent publio sale of mule teams
and other farm stk In Haneock coan-
ty. Indlana, the myjes averaged §268 a
sunn. This was (e grerage price set
by the buyers themeelres, the teams be-
ing placed In the pipug to sell for just
What they would bring

————

Federal and Utali state shesp luspec.
tion officlals bave decided to make dip-
ping compalsory In the state o orller
to erndicate the seub,

A man is quite llable to make a mis-
tuke when be attempts to grow three
crops of corn In rotation, This Is tak-
Ing a stop backward

There Is more clean corn ground this
year than wvsual. The cultivator can-
not do Its best work wheu ralos are
pleatiful and abundant,

With the bay loader and the horse
hay fork bay ought to go lnto the barn
rapldly. When hay is cured It cannot
be put away tou fast.

For Ninging Hogs.

Make a box 0 feet long, 414 feet high,
IS lnches wide and put a floor In It
Put a door In one end and a stanchilon
In the other end with loose balts, so
You ean adjost It easlly to suit the size
of the hog. The stanchion s the same
as for cows, except the one you move
should not have a bolt through It, but
a notch ent In lower end te cateh over
bolt.  When you are through ringing,

BOX AND STANCHION FOR RINOING,
Ioosen stanchlion. The hog will always
step back, then lift outr the loose
stanchiom so he can go through, Sim-
ply cateh the Bog In stanchion to hold
bim and then use the tongs. Have o
narrow shoot at rear end of box so you
ciah drive hogs Into It easlly.—Farm
and Home.

Sheep on the Farm,

A knowledge of the habits of feeding
s of value In selecting bresds of sheep
for the farm. Merinos feed in a buneh,
while the large, openwool breeds seat-
ter llke cattle. For herding with eattle,
the larger breeds are preferable, as
they do not spoll the grass, unless In
large numbers. For fence pastures,
used for sheep nlone, the habits of the
meFine faver close feeding. For weedy
ground sheep shonld be kept on scant

pasture. If there I8 plenty of sweet
grass they will not touch the weeds,
If grass Is senrce the weeds are

crapped low,

It 1s a good policy to change the feed
of a sheep frequently. Especlally s
this necessary for fattening sheep ; they
become tired of one varlety of food
The hay may be varled with corn-fod
der, or even straw occaslonally, T'he
grain should by all means be varled
with roots, oll cake, bran, ete. This
method of feeding stimulates thelr ap-
petite and keeps sheep from “getting off
thelr feed.” Sheep often go a long
time without drinking, especlally If In
good pasture, and when the dews are so
heavy that they ean fill up with wet
grass In the mornlng.  But when they
do want to drink, water Is 48 necessary
to thelr health and comfort as to that
of other anlmals,

Tomntoes and Nitrate,

Oue hundred pounds to the acre of
nitrate of soda applied to the tomato
erop when the frult Is begloning to set
will largely Increase the yleld and has-
ten the tlme of ripening. Spread the
nitrate hrondeast or between the rows
Just before a shower, and then ealtivite
it Into the soll. One quarter of an
otthee to a plant Is about right In small
gardens. Experlments at the New Jor-
sey statlon have shown that nitrate
applied about the middle of June had
a much greater effect on the erop than
the same amwount applied enrlior In the
senson. A dresslng of 160 pounds per
nere Increased the crop onethird above
that of a plot not so treated. Nitrate
of soda Is a very quick working ferti-
lizer. It produces rank, dark green fo-
llage, which obstinately resists the at-
tacks of Insects and of wlldew. We
have found niteate excellent also to
produce early asparagns, but care must
be taken not to apply too much.

Method for Testing Higas.

A simple method for testing eggs,
which comes from Germany, s hused
upon the fact that the alr chamber in
the flat end of an egg Increases with
age. If the egg Ix placed 1o solutlon
of common salt it will show an inereas.
Ing Inclination to tloat with the long
axis vertical. By watehlng this tend-
ency the age of the egg can be deter-
mined almost to a day. A fresh egg
lies in a horizontal position at the bot-
tom of the vessel ; an ¢€€ from three to
five day# old shows an elevation at the
fiat end, so that its loug axls fors an
angle of 20 degrees, and an egg g
month old floats vertleally upon the
polnted end.

When fto Dock Lambas,

The docking of lambs ghould take
place when they are 2 or 3 days old.
Of course, It may be done later, but ihe
Injury Pesulting s less ot the age
named than Jater. When docking Is
deferred untll the lambs are soveral
weeks old bleeding Is wsoally profose
In some Instances It will cause the
denth of the lambs unless 1 is stnyel,
The fow of blood may be choeked by
tying a cord tightly around the adber.
Ing portion of the tall, and botter still
by searing the wound with s hot tron.

Waste Land in Corn Flelds,

Most corn growers plant more acres
o cotn than they harvest. Investign
tion bas shown that there are twonty-
five acres and often a much larger nrea
of lidle land in every oorn fleld of 100
gepes. This Lle land resuits from the
tallure of seed here and there through.
out the feld to grow. It s cultivated
just the same us If It were properly en.
gagel. The farmer, therefore, wistes
labor and loses the use of the land
Where a large acreage of corn {s grown
the sggregale loss ls an  lLuportamt
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NEXT AFTER THE QUEEN,

Marconess Burdeti«{ outis o Most Lows
able sSubject of King Hdward,

Klug Bdward, when Prioce of Wales,
once sald of the Baroness Bunlett
Coutts, who lately celebrated her d
birthday, “SBhe s, after my mother, the
most remarkable wowan I the klog-
dom.” His words become still more
true as the long life draws to its gra-
clous close.

Her grandfather, Mr. Thomas Coutts,
was an eccentrle man and set the fam-
ily an example of pecullar marringes,
For his first wife he chose wis brother's
housemald, and for his second a beauy-
tiful actress. Hoth marriages were
happy ones, and on his death he left
his lmmense fortune to his second wife
She had no chlldren by him or hy her
second husband, the lwuke of St Al-
bans; and on her death she passed
on her great wealth to her step grand-
daughter, Angela (Georgine, whose
sweetness and abllity had won the re
gard of the senslble duchess

The girl had oot been brought up
as an bhelress, and ber plaln Christian
education stood her In good stead In
her sudden change of clreumstance.
When she found herself In a day the
richest woman In Eangland, she threw
berself not fnto gatety and display, but
into Inteiligent charity. She bullt and
endowed 8t Stephen’s Chureh In Lon-
don, and put under It wise care pri-
mary and technical schools, workshops,
lecture courses, and Instruetion In cook-
Ing and housekeeplng years before oth-
ers recognized these needs,

A list of her charitles would cover
almost every effort for the lmprove-
ment of men, women and children, She
has endowed bishoprics, bullt model
lodging houses and markets, planted
and opened London churchyards as
recreation grounds, sent a whole vil-
lage full of poverty-stricken people
from Scotland to Australin, endowed n
reformatory for women, endowed g geo-
logical seholarship at Oxford, bullt up
the Irish fisheries and other industries,
besldes giving wise personnl ald o
thousands of the neady and suffering.

She proved herself lier grandfather's
own child by maklug I 188! & mar
riage which set all England sgog, She
was then 67 years old, and she marrled
nn Americnn gentleman of 30 The
marriage seems to have bosn & rouman-
tic one on both sldes, Ile had made
her acquaintance In the course of ad
minlstering the Turkish rellef fund,
and after thelr marrlage be devoted
himself to the noble charitles of her
devising. He has been a member of
Parllament since 1885, and 1s o man
whose oplnlon commands respect there
and elsewhere,

The whole long life of the baroness
has been one of wise and unselfish de-
votlon to good works, and a constant
testlmony to the glorlous possibllities
in the hands of a rich woman who I
filled with the true Christian spirit,
and finds It more blessed to glve than
to get.

oz s

A ton of coal produces nearly ten
thousand cuble feet of gas.

8t. Petersburg s to have a school of
agriculture for women only.

The first  lighthouses had fires of
wood and conl kindled on top of them.

The smallest bone In the human body
I8 to be found within the drum of the
ear,

The smnll stee] serews used (n watch-
muking are worth six times thelr
welght In gold,

“Hoch der Knlser”—for he s now a
grandfather at forty-seven, It Is rap
Idly becoming the siyle for great men
to be grandfuthers before they nare
fifty, necovding to the Springtield Re
publlean. Mr. Bryan s a grandfather,
and bhe 1s only forty-six. Mr. Roosevelt
Is forty-elght and has bis chances of
arriving ln the grandfather list before
Lis Aftieth birthday, Yet many people
stlll look upon all three as young men
who have but lately blossomed out in
the world's affalrs,

Lord Kelvin has recently celebrated
bis birthday., Though one of the most
eminent of the world's selentists, Lord
Kelvin has a most modest view of his
own attalnments, le once walked In-
cogulto through some electrieal works,
nnd asked a workman the simple gques-
tlon, “"What Is electricity ¥ “I am sure
I don't know, sir,” the man replied.
“Well, I don't either,” sald Lord Kel
vin. He sald the other day that,
though be had studied hard through
fifty years of experimental Investiga-
tlon, he could not help feeling that he
really knew no more than be kuew
when he first began.

It 18 rather Interesting to know that
a large number of buttons sppposedly
made of horn or bone or some such sul-
stance are ln reality made out of the
common potato, which, when treated
with certaln aclds, becomes almost as
hard as stone. This quality of the po-
tato adapts It to button making, and a
very good grade of button s vow made
from this tuber. The potato button
csnnot be distiogulshed from ° others
save by a careful examination, and
even then only by an expert, since they
are colored to sult the goods on which
they are fo be used, and are every whit
n* good looking as a button of bone or
Ivory,

The monkey Is catching up. He Iz
climbing the evolutionary Indder with
an agllity to be expected of one of his
arboreal  habits, There Is & splder
mwonkey In Bresian, Germany, which
Lins been operated on for Cntaract and
now wears glansses. For more than a
year after 1t wos recelved at the “goo"
it was very healthy and lively; then it
became very qulel, ceased to play, and
eronched in a corner. 1t was exnmined
nnd found to be suffering from cats
tiect, so |t was immediately taken o the
eye hospital and opernted on, In jess
than a month It was fitted with & palr
of spectacies, which It wears with be-
coming gravity.

When a wife admits ahe has » ens
piclon, how all the other women becsine
Interested |

Many a firmu bas tlllod-l:tclnu n
wasu't frm, Simicashalamrasinis

Socretary Metealf of the Department
of Comwerce and Labor has orderwsd
the coast survey to make an Investigi-
tlon to aseertaly whether there has
twen moy borizontal displacement of the
ecarth's crust on the Pacifie const as a
result of the eartbquake of April 18
Jast. This will be necessary In order
to rectify existing charts and maps. i
India, after the earthquake of 1897, re-
vislon of the triangulation showed dif-
ference in distunce of 25 feet and 13
feot In belght, Prof. Omorl of Japan,
who Is Investignting the effects of the
earthquake lu San Franclseo, sayw
that, If accurate observations had been
taken of the smaller shocks which have
followed the great shock, It would be
easy to predict when the earth would
agnin tremble, He predicts that small
shocks will continue to occar for two
years or more, but that there will not
be another great shock In that part of
the country for fAfty years.

Postinaster  General Cortelyou has
Issued an order rescinding the reguln-
tion under which patrons of rurnl mall
routes are compelled to purchase boxes
from one of the two hundred [sted
manufacturers who have put on the
market 300 different styles of boxes,
approved by the department, costing
from fifty cents to four dollars each.
Patrons of rural rontes will be per-
mitted to construct thelr own bhoxes,
provided that in deing so they conform
to the requirements of the department
ns to size, durabllity, safety und pro-

tection from the Inclemency of the
weather, In order to malntaln the
government protection of the mall

pineed In rural boxes the patron must
secitte the approval of the postmaster
for the offles which serves the route,
nod palnt on the box the words “Ap-
proved by the Postmaster General”

Becretary of Agriculture Wilson an-
wounces his purpose o enforee  thor-
oughly the new meat lnspection lnw,
nnd sald he wonld go personally to Chi-
RO to organize the lospection force
In that elty. e =ald every packing
house would have to satlsfy him before
he would pass It s sanitary, amd that
the elvll service commissions already
hnd a number of lnspectors  selected.
Supervision and Inspection would be
extended “from the pasture to the
package.” and the government stamp
upon the ean would be a “guarantes,
not only of the healthfulness of the
amimal, but alko that the product was
prepared In spultary surroundings and
with the additlon of no deleterious
chemienl or preservative.”

By direction of President Roosevelt
orders have been lssued that vielations
of the elght-hour law by confractors on
pubMe bulldings shall be reported by
nrmy and uavy oflcers or other gov-
ernment ofMeers detalled to take charge
of such bulldiugs. These reporta will
be turned over to the Department of
Justioe, that prosecutions may follow,
Labor organizations have reported
muany violations of the law to the Pres-
Ident, who had Commissloner of Labor
Nelll Investignte them. e found the
Inw belng freely violated, and It was
declded to get the cowoperation of the
army and navy officers to check the
practice,

A surplus of £20,187,150 (s shown hy
the Treasury Department’s statement
of the government’s finaneclal transpe-
tlons durlng the fiseal year ending
June 30, The recelpts were £304.001,-
714, belng 861 400HG5 more than In the
prior year. The Increass 18 In customs
and Internnl revenues. The expendi-
tures for army, navy, penslons, interest,
clvil and miscellnneous were compara-
tively lower than during 1004405, but
were more than offset by the Increased
expenditures of $23.504,180 for publle
works, Including the Panama canal dis-
bursement,

The blg $100,000 14-inch gun, with a
range of twenty-one miles, which was
mnde by this government, has been dis.
earded, it baving been fonnd that, with
the power of smokeless powder now in
use, It would not stand the strain of
fire and consequently would be more
dangerous to those who fired It than to
the enemy.

In making a promotion In the naval
burenn of supplies and accounts, Secre-
tary Bonaparte refused to appoint a
man who had been passed over a wom-
an, who had a bigher ofMcinl record.
The woman, Miss F. G. Thomas, got
the place.

The capltal of Alnskn was changed
from Ritka to Juneau, Thursday, when
Gov. Hoggatt rented roows at the court
bulldings at Juneau for an office. The
Attorney Genernl decided that this ac-
tion effected the change,

At the War Department Thursday It
was announced that Secretnry Taft had
granted permits to three compnnles to
withdraw from the Niagnra River wa-
ter for power. It pormits the Niagnrea,
Lockpart and Ontario Company to Im-
port from Canada the oquivalent of
S0 horse power from the Outario
Power Company of Canada, and a Hke
amount by the Nipgara Power Coempany

from the Canadian company of the
e e,

A statement Tesye] by the Depart.
tnent of Commerce and Labor Kays the
forelgn commerce of the United States
In the fiscal yonr Just ended Aggregated
B2Z0TO000,000, If the trade with Porto
Rico and Hawall, which was Ineluded
In our forelgn commeres prior to thelr
annexation, were added, the total
would materially exceed $3,000,000,000.
Hoth imports asd exports excex] those
of any earlier year. The tota] Importa
wern §1.220.000000 aud exports e

TH4,000,000,
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