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sbe come In apwiulrs with you and Fis |
bee they were Jest as blue—oew |
matched the color of our ribbons.™

“Gee!™ repented Mr, Tipworthy.

When the editorin] chamber had bees
made s0 peat that 1t almost glowed
though it could never be expected W
shine as did Fisbee aud Caleb Parke:
and Ross Schofield that morning, the
lndy took her meat at the desk and
looked over the few [tems the geatle
men bad alrendy compiled for her pe
rusnl. Mr. Parker explained many tech
olealities peculiar to the Carlow Her
ald. trapslatsd some phrases of the
printing room and enabled her to grasy
the amount of watter needed to Al ap
Issue.

When Parker Gnished the three in |

competenis sat watching the little fig
ure with the expression of hopeful and
trusting terriers Bhe knit ber brow
for n second, bat she did not betray av
instant’s Indecision,

“1 tuink we sbhould bhave regula:
market reports,” ahe apnounced ear
pestly. 1 am sure Mre, Harkless would
approve, Dow't you think be would?
Bhe turtied to Parker,

“Market reports!™ Mr. Fisbee ex
elalmesl,  “I should never bave thoughn
of market reports, oor do 1 lmagine
would elther of my—my assoclates, A
woman to coucelve the ldea of marke!
reporta™

The oditor bWlushed, “Why, Wik
would, dear, I pot & wWoman or a spec
plator, and 'm not & speculator, and

peltber are you, nnd that's the reasor
you didu't think of them, So, Mr
'arker, as there I so much pressuce
and If you don't wind continulng to ao
a8 reportier as well as compositor unty
after tomorrow, and If It i=n't too wet

. ey

- ———

Wentity, Mlu Selina malntalning that
the figure under the big ysbrells —only
the legy and coat talls were visible to

thewm—was that of a strauger, probably

an Englishioan. |

lu the Herald office the editor turn-
pd, smlling,
vainal,
talk in Rouen of an oll company that |
had been formed to prospect for Kero
sene i Carlow county, Do you know
anything about it
Roes, surfeited with honor, terror, and
by a sweet distress at find
Ing himself tete-n-tete with the lndy,
looked at the wall and replled, “Ob,
It's that Epb Watts' foollshness."
“Do you know If they bave Legun to
dig for It yet ™
“Ma'nm T’ sald Hoss,
“Have tlu-y beguo the diggings ye
“No. ma'am, 1 think pot. They've
got & coutrapshun fixed up about three
mile south. § don't reckon they've be
gun yel, bardly They're glttin® the
wachinery ln place, 1 beard Epb say
they'd begin to bore—dig, 1 wean,
ma'umm: | weant to say dig" He
stopped, utterly confused and unhap
py, and she understosd bls manly pur

"

whom abe lked

“You mustn't be too much surprised.”
ahe sald, “but ln spite of my lgnorance
about such things 1 menn to devole n
good deal of space to the oll company.
It may come 1o be of grest luportance
to Carlow. We won't go lote It in (o
worrow's paper boyond an llem or so,
but do you think you conld possibly
Gud Mr, Watts and ssk him for sowe
information as o thelr progress nnd if

aferncon or the
Ine un
please,

LoInOrrow
day after? | wunt bim to give
ltorview If he will, Tell bim,

call here

you must have an wmbrells—would 1t
be too much bother If you went around
to all the shops—stores, | mean—to al
the grocers and the butcbers and the
leatber place we passed, the tanpery
and If there's one of those places where
they bring eattle, would it be too much
to ask you to stop there—and at the
flour mwill, if It lsn't tao far, and at the
dry goods store—unidl you must take s
blank book and a sharpeped pencil, and
will you price everything, please, and
jot down how much things are?”

Orders recelved, the lmpetuous Par
ker wus departing on the instant whep
she stopped hlm with a ltte ery, “Bul
you haven't aoy uvmbrelln!” And sla
forced her own,
him., It bore a cunningly wrought
handle, and its fabrie was of glisten
Ing «llk. The foreman, unable to de
cline It, thanked her awkwardly, and
a8 she turped to speak to Fisbee he
bolted out of the deoor and ran dowe
the steps without unfolding the wm
brelln, nod then as be made for Mr
Martin's cmporium he butioned It se
curely under his long Prince Albert
determined that not n drop of watm
abotld touch and roin so delicate a
thing. Tuus he carried It triumphant
Iy dry, through the course of his re
portings of that day

When he lnd gone the editor Inld het
band on Fishee's arm. “Dear,” she sald
“do you think you'd tanke cold if you
went over to the bhotel and made o note
of all the arrivals for the last week nod
the depariures ton? 1 noticed that Mre
Harkless always Hled two or three—-

sticks, Isn't 1% with them and things
about them, aud sowehow It ‘road’ very
nleely. You must ask the lamblord all

about them, and If there aren't any, we
enn take up sitinee amount of space
Inmenting the dull times, just as he |
nael o I've read the Herald
Mithrally. Isn't it & good thing | &l
ways subseribidd for Y She patted
Plabee’™s chieek with her soft hand amd
laughesd gayly into bis mild, vague old |

the

You see

n slender wand, apou |

he will very greatly oblige us'*

Ol be'll come oll right” answered
Ler companlon guickly, “1'll take Tibbs'
buggy and go down there right off
Eph won't lose no thme gittin' here"
And with this encournging nssurince
bhe was fiying forth when he, ke the
others, was detnined by ber solleitous
care. She was a born mother, He pro-
tested that in the hie would be
| perfectly  sheltersd Bosides, there
wast't another ombeella about the
place, He liked got wel anywnay,
had always Jovid raln. The end of It
was that he wenut away o a sort of
tremor wenring her rmin ¢loak over liis
shoulders, which garment, as It cov-
ered Its ownet completely when she
wore It, bung almost to bhis knees. He
darted sround a corner, and there,
breathing deeply, tenderly removed it
then borrowing paper and cord at o
nelghboring store wrapped It peatly
and stole baek to the printing office, on
the ground foor of the Herald bullding,
and left the package In the hands of
Bud Tipworthy, charging him to eare
for it n# for his own life and not to
open it but i the lady so much as set

buggy

o

| one foot out of doors beffre Lls return

ta bhand It to bher with the message,
“He borrowed another off J. Hankina”

Left alone, the lady went to the desk
and stood for a time looking gravely ot
Harkless' chalr. Bhe tonched It gently
a8 she had touched It once before that

| morning, and then she spoke to it as If

he were sitting there and as she wounld
not bhave spoken had be been siiting
there.

“Yon didn't want gratitode,
yvou #* ahie whispered, with sad lips,

Soon she sudled at the blue ribbon,
patted the chalr gayly on the back and,
selzing upon peocidl amd pad,
Into ber work with rare energy.
bent low over the desk, ber pencll mov
ing rapidly. She secmed louth to panuse
for breath S|he  hnd many
sheets when Fisbee returned, and as
be enme In softly In otder net to dis
turb her she was so deeply
that she did not hear him, por did she
look up when Parker entered, but par
sued the formulation of her fast dying

daid

coversd

i tu..lu‘ulﬂl

eyes. It won't be this sernmble to *All
up' much longer. 1 have plang, gontle
men, wod before long we will priat
news, pod we must buy ‘plate matter
Instead of pautent insides; and 1 bad &

talk with the Assuw
In Rooen, but that's
And 1 went to the

inted Press people
for aftorwhille |
hospital this mom

Ing before 1 Jeft. They wouldn't let lm-|
soe him but they told me all
about him, anmd he's better, and | ot |
Tom to go 1o the jall, nnd he saw sowme |

nEnin

aof thase beasts, and | can do a column
of description hesldes an editorial about I
them, and 1| will be flerce enongh to
st Carlow, you may belleve that. And
I've beon talking to Renator Borns

that s listening to Senntor Burns,
which |s moch stuplder—aml | think 1
can do an artlele on untlonal polities |
PFm not very well ap on local jssues
yot, and 1 She broke off soddenly |
“There, 1 think we con got out totmor

row's number without any tronhle. By |
the tlme you get back from the hotel,
father, I'll have Lnlf my—my staff
written—*written up' | mean, Take |
your bhig umbrelln amd go, dear, nm!l
plesise avk at the expresas office If a

'I[N‘“‘l’l":f ha=s coune for me™
8he laughed agaln with sheer dellght, |

|
like n child ml ran to & corner and

got the eotton ambrelln and phaced It
o the old man's Liamd As he reached !
the door she cnlled after him, “Walt™

and went to him and kuelt before Wl
and, with the humblest, proudest grace |
in the world, turned up his tronsers to |
keep them from the mud.  Ross Scho. |
fleld had never atdered Mre, Flabee o |
particularly sacy of person, but
bhe did from that omwent. The old
man made some timld protest at the
girl's action, but she answersd: “The
groat ladies used to buckle the Chera
ller Bayard's spurs for him, and you're
a great desl nleer than the Chev

You baven't nny rubbera! | don't be-
Neve uny of you have any rabbers!™
Apnd not untll both Fistbee and Mr
Schotield had prowised purchase
oversbhoss at once and In the meantime
not to step In any puddles would she
Wt the former depart upot his ermnd
He crossnd the square with the strang
est, Jauntiest step ever seen In Platt
ville, Solomon Tibbs had & warm ar
povrumnt with Miss Selina as to his

vl sort

to

| having expressed n fear that Mr

| Weas with the same single purpose
sl nbamdon 8o the two wen sat aod
walted while their ehlefininess wrote
absorbedly At last she glanced up
and wiade a Httle starthsd exclamation
nt seeiug them theres and then gave

7

With the humbicst, providest fh( .

world

grioe iN

them cheery greeting Foni

several seribbile;d slivets before !n r a!ll‘.
having Arst assursd herself that

Fisbee had bought his overshoes, nnd

Par

ker had found ber nmbrelln tos small

aa be looked damp (and lndeed e wos
dampy, cried pralses on thelr notes aod
offered the reporters greal

she,

npplatise

to the paper's remaining |
oMr. Schofleld, 1 bheard some |

pose and knew him for a ge uLllrl:lmuI

it would be too much trouble for him to |

dashed |
Bhe |
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