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theongl u bank. old fashloned poaple
Hke Mr und Mri Blshop would feel
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t done hy
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Miler in «llont sutisfoction waw the
Faee of We aningontss fall to poees
Hke fn artifein] gower seddenly slat-
tered

“Pany the note™ gavpe]  Wilson
|l\\'

Millr puffed at Lils eigar and cnoed
At him vieton ws i sGriiny  sueneieesd

s eleata
Intondml tn eeni)

over the et oty tht
had ot nll alone

hit Jees of 1hat cowmbliion 1y thelr
contract

“You mean that e Nehops are
pepdy f0" — Wilkon Dezny arrdn om i
other birvathi- "to pay ns the S25M0 T

AN the irerest for slx honithe ™
qu'etly added Miller, renchi'vg for a
maich on the desl, L pooicon youn've
BOt the poty Meee T don's want to milss
my teain™

Wihisan wpe o ood buosiness man,
but his Thuritasieal tendnisg o New

Bogland bad pot fued llm for wily |

diplomney

“Of oourse they onn take up thelr
note today If they wish,™ he sald, with
alartied feanbooss 1 wis pot eoants
ing on i, (though.” e rose to his feob.
Miller's watelhlful eve doiectinl 8 eor
talt trembMue of Lis lower lp. He
thrusi his hands lnto his pockots nerv-
ously. nnd (u o tone of open frritution
he sald to the young man at the type
writer: “Rrown, [ wish you'd Iet np on
that infernal oleking.  Somctiines 1
enn stand It and then ngnin | ecan'l,
Yoo can do those letters (o the dext
room ™

When the yvonne mnn bhad potie ont,

earvying Ma maciilse, Y Haan neroed to
Miller. "&x 1 umd nd 1t yeu pop
mites 1Ty Bave Lo letenest In the Bishey
graherty ™

1t

That was care. |

Witkon's hroud fece,
“Phen they are still open to accept
thele offer to me®™
| MIler langhod cs if highly amused af
compiiention of the matter,
L They sre Lo, yon remenlier, on
I3 %o long as you Lold their note.””
“Thon | wll you what to do® pro
Pogaedd Wisok, ™00 Gaek and (ol these

“Nuf.at 4l o Mibler, 90 y-A0H gt Ftlimse,”

Wi o olgny aua the Cubpstitgiion. The “Wih the peovigion,” interpalated
: Atlante Vosetc! o played Mobl qum-n. “that o right of way ds de
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“Lally for Adacta he sald.  “"Thn
Eova maede ten rans before the Mobilew |
bad pearod”

i
the New Eng!

: Ahe teleplone, elusiig
ney
Forlnsiien

e reppipesrn

dome down o bugitoss' snig
)

wler, with u peady wads |
rlrawsy souithoroers ever will get over
your hnblc of slesploy during Lusloess
Lours, It secis o be bied o the
bone." I

Miller lnnghed misteadingly. *Try
to down us ut a hovre race, aml well
beat you in the mhddie of the night,
Hung it all, man, yon don’t know hu- |
man uatore, that's ull! How can you
expoct e on my mensly fees to danee
n breakdown over business 1 am trans-
ucting for other people ™

“Woll, thnt may snecount for it ad-
mittedd Wilson, who secined bent en
belng more agreeable in the Hght of
some fresh hopes he had  absorbed

Lot to bother abort payent for a fow |

urd that we will =oon
witther we wil)
not.  That's taw,
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ul 1 F ooen to take an the poie
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e
| AL thls Jusetors Wison lost biln grip
| o ol ol pooncreten nnd dogoeteratint
ity che wlien suger of sharp and un
e octod ditappointient.

1 con't rewl that we are beilng fairly
treale )" he sund, *We most naturdl;
tearced that your ollents wanted (o—
tn oxtend our ontion on the proper
for at least aoother six monthe W
nesmiand  that from the faet that we
it o notifiention fromm  thon  thiat
they worlld Le ready to pay the note
oy, That's where we feel Injured.
Mre. MIlop™

tovhoin threw hie clgar Into n cus
pidor. 1ils atthede of belng & ponin
terested agert wao sunply o stroke oy

pentus, Behiod tles plen he crouched,
shawipg hiteell only to fire shots tha
1-?&'«-‘] havoee with whatever they
surick

1 b lieye yuy clionts did feel, 1 may
sy, bonor buond o v to xell for Che
pice tiny offored. Lindi-—now 1 may b
ptstals bt Pryosute they were un
fiee tn
v only want 4 the property poovided
Fou wiia Dudid & cailvond from l]lll‘il'}
to i, and™

GO (hats true broke In Wilson
“Thul's Hulle roe”

“ard Nodsled AMTder, still behing
hie [nevible fortitdestion, “they tell
e thot you bave
d! Teres e to the projeet over since the
Mode Wok give I taet, they nsked

by

| telegehot s

| ehinsing the Flght of way

‘ ut the flame as be applied It to his

eraiuly shown I |

e voictedly i1 thought you mesnt |

oslinoes, gl T oweas forced eonscien
thonsly tv tel) them that 1 thought you
soeinad 1o have ot tish to fry.™
Vilson glared ot the mwyer aw If he
wianted to kled him for a stupld Idior
who covld not do two things at once
work for the nlerests of his cllents ang
ot wivek lis plans atsa. 1t bad been
a lopg thoe ginee be had found himsel’
dn owueh o ot £rolug pan. .

“So yon think the thing is oY ho
sl desperately, prolably  reealling
sevornl purchases of land be had mnde
in the sect'on be had expected to de

| velop. “You think It's off 7

“1 bantly know what to say,” sald
Miller. “The oWl gentloman, Mr, Bish
op, 1= a4 slow going old thuer, but his
son Is ruther up to date, full of energy
and ambitien. 1 think he's made up
his wind to sell that property.”

Wiheon wont o hiz dosk, hoversd
over It Hke n dark human eloud and
then relnetnutly turned to the big iron
st fe ppnivst the wall, shvionaly to get
i His disappolntiment was too

by,

slon, #e 1 was, ton, that |

from the telophone wires, “Bee heye,
I've got a roct bettom proposal o
make to vour poople,  Now listen amd
trep thut poeper for 8 ninute. By
Jove! If I hed to sond o man from |
FOUP stte 1o attend to legnl Dusihess,
'd pivk onw not full of wmental mor- |

LT

i, you wopldnt®™  Mller 1ma |
down the poper and pesote? & posture |
burtieatls of atfertiom  ronasd from |
deop aleep. “Flve pwey. P'm Netening.”

I oavthorily to aet foo
t | thourht 0 Lest to
af the direetor Wik
mnt down o bds olinir and leansd
tovnnd the wyer. “Peore's whnt we
will do The wlole trith by we ure will
ing to plink down the reguired ore |
huhdred theamand op that propeety, |
provhilod Wit iy our pord  there
without Incurrlung the exponse of pur
Now I the |
oltizens along the propossd lHne wast
hely comntrre devolopsd hnd  enovgh
to donnte the rdgbt of way through
thelr inds, we enn trode”

Thore was o pouse,  Then  Miler
broke o by steiking o nteh on the
wale of his boot. He looked eross eyed

“I alremdy b
1is
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Wl he asked, almost wunder his
breath,
eclgar. “Don’t you think your people

conld stand whatever value is ap
pradsed by law in ense of reftsals
wlong the line?”

“No" sald Wilkon, “The priee for
the lnnd is too stewp for that. Your
elients have our ultimatum, What de
you say? We enn advertlse n mecting
of cltizons ar Springtown, which Is
about the ceuter of the territory
volved, and If all agree to give the
right of way it will be n trade, We
et lave the meeting set for today two
woeks, How does that strike you 't

“I'd have to wire my clients”

*When can you get an answer ¥’

Miller looked at his wateh. “By &
o'clock thix afternoon, The message
would have to go into the country.”

“Then send it off at onee.”

A few mivutes after & o'clock Miller
annutored into the offlee. Wilson sat wt
his desk and lookod up engerly.

“Well¥ he asked. almost under his |
brenth.

The lawsor lenomd on the fop of the

| wid

| to that™

e e e e e =

desk.  “They dre Willing 1o Eraus you
bn Owo werkes' Mpes, provicid Dou sigs |
ot glereemont for yousr D st 33|
patchase thelr propernty @l te
price nnmed at the eapirution of that

“Phaard sl dewn here and wrlie out,
your paper”’

Miller camwplied s vepchataot!y ae if
e were drawlog up o B of sale S
a wornoul horse.

Plate you aee,”™ he said, poshing t
Muve! Parieliand

i1 o

YYon peopi

R

i 1o AW HInan wivre

W lison voud It eritieanlly
I3 e Lindlas™ he
say sloop Jueliti busbioss howis,
yoir have yoar open whon ¥
Aenw i peostes Howevor, | don’t ear
L want the s hopa 1a fae! aeetiry T
sl gl to work o secire The 2lir ol
winy. It will be po ety Job, I et you
kpow. wee striek sleewd, olbetinnt
poople 1oy Wk, Bal those ay thers
izt thio woarld, Neah eouldist base
driven thow in the ark evow after the |
flo) pet ™

“SJou kKoow sotactiine aboust then
T apdd Miller, toughing (o hiwsedf
over the hnpbiod cond peston,

Wilson fHusbed and then admltts
that he hued been pp that way sever
thues looking the sliugtion over,

“How aboab the churter?* asked M1
ler Indiferently,

“That's fixed.

s il
Y

I huve alresdy sesn

“Then 1t all depends on the rlght of
way."” remarked the lawyer as e drow
# check from his pocket ned Looded 10
te Wilkon, “Now get we that note”
Le said.

Wilson brought It from the safe,

*Turning this over cnts my optlon |
down to two weeks” he sald, “hut |
we'll krow at the meeting what enn
be done.”

“You, we'll know then what they can |
do with you,” sald Miller siguibeantly
as he put the ennceldl note lo tis
pocket and rose to go,

CHAPTER XXIX.
HE mass meeting at Spring-

H town wos 8 most mportant

event, It was held in the

cotrthouse In the center of
tiae fow stragpling honses whieh made
up the hnmlet. The entire Bishop fum-
fly, ncloding the servants, sttended
Pole Paker brought his wife and all
the ehildren in a new spring wiagon.
Diarley society was reprosented, as
the Springtown Gazette afterward put
it by the Talrest of the faly, Miss Dolly
Boreluy, accompapled by ber mother
and father,

The courthonse yaprd was alive with
groups of men, engerly tulking over the |
sitintlon,  Every  individusl  whose
b was to Lie tourhed by the proposed |
rond wis on hand to protect his rights, |
Pole Baker was ublgultons, trying to
uscertnln  the drift of matters. He

L wak, however, mtber unsuecessful. He

'scovered that many of the groups
comued to ik when he entered them,
“Bome'n's up.” he told Alan and Mil
ler In the big, here looking courtroom,
“1 dow't know what it is, but | smell
a rot, an' it aln't no litle one ™ather”

“Opposition,” sald Miller gloomily, |
“1 saw that ns soop as I came, If they
realiy wore o favor of the rond, they'd
be here talking it over with us,™

“I'm afeald that's " sald Alan. |
“Joe Bartell Is the mest Interested, and
he seems to be a sort of ringleader, 1
don’t like the way he looks, | eaw him
sneer ot Wilson when he drove up Just
now. 1 wish Wilson hadn’t put on so |
much style—kid gloves, plug hot and a
negro driver,”

“No, that won't go down with this
erowd,” agreod Miller, “It might in the
slums of Boston. bot not with these |
lavds of the mountalne. Ax for Bartell,
Ithink I know what alls bim. He's go-
ing to run for the legldature sand |
thinks be can make votes by opposing
us=convineing his constituency that
we represent moneyed oppression. Well,
hie wmay down us, but it's tough on L
mak progress.”

At the heur appointed for the mect.
fng to open o young mun who held the
ofhee of bl in the county and
geemed proud of hls stentoriun volee |
opcnied oae of the windows and shout-
ed;

“Come in to court! Come {o to court!™
and the motley loltepers below lmgun'
to clatter up the broad stalrs and fall
lnito the seats. Joe Bartell, a short,
thickset man In the nelghborbood of
fifiy, with a gorid face and a shock of
reddish balr, Ted about twenty men up
the alsle to the jury benches at the |
right of the stand. They were the
landowners whose consent to grant
the right of way was asked. Stern op-
position was clearly written on the
leader's brow and more or less distinet
Iy reflected ob the varying faces of his
followers.,

“Ef we needed it, It ud be a different
matter,” Miller overheard him say in a
sudden lull g8 the big room settled
down into sudden gulet, “but we kin do
without It. We've got along so fur an’
we kin furder. All of us has got good
teams."”

Wilson In his erlsp, brusque way
mnde the opening speech. e and hia
capltal were golng to dispel darkness
where it had relgned since the dawn of
civilization., All that was needed, b |

| finisiied, was the consent of the propor

ty owners appealsd o, who, he felt!
coafident. woull pot stand 1o their owa

light,

e hed hardly taken bis seat whien
Joe Dortell stood up.  Aleu gug Mille
exchanged ptuktivgy planges. Thes |
At once rectguiged et Imappreopr
nees of Wilson's speeeh and did oo
Hue the withte, twltoling sieor tn Dar
wils soothy sbiavuu face.  I1 was ax
I Barrell bwd besn for u Lo !
seklow Just sael™ an opportucity (o
PR Ristiself fell 1y the cowunylty
and thore vas vo donbt that Wilsow's
oyt dietntorial spevch bhad wade u
fine opeaing for hlm

“Pallowy ellzons an' ledles po’ gen

L et e Bagsin, Ywe o are plad
wiliane amottaet 1 f
aeyioe ' olr Bodoog o . I
PO R T What by hanan w
thas plug hat an® splle Loe el
canle” 1o do fer ui the Laud oy
Flo inaks mboe g’ tilles Lics, un
s worgds, 1 doo’t boilove ! '
":'ih'l.r.!.{'l"l- l'll l‘! Lnoe '
thut s ‘net he wan't de Ve Aot
I s bl we peed ‘Lo overy bour, as
(e Sunday sebool soug pois 1L Yes
ho's weoln® to Be'p s powerful
vight off. An', follow citizeps | heoy

o thunks Fle's 1

i L}
tedl e

to propose v Yols
nway up in Bostou, whar, the;
4 pigmer soth an® oats i1 the saiie 2hle
with thie whites Whoet hig s
t[;!a pwany duerin” the war, with all the's
up to date Lhupliments of sloughtor
tuey nld waste to ever'thing they
sirock, shol us Hke ral Dits o holes an’
then went bock an' safd they'd hod s
good bunt. But they've been Hvin hlgh
up thar sencs the war, an’ the'r thn.
bur Is a-playin’ out, an’ they wanl sous
wore pow, an' they want it bad. So
they send the'r representatives ont to
find It an' luy hold of it. How dors he
Lappen to come heer? As well us 1 kin
wike out. wid Alf Blsbop, n gooxd mian
an' a southern soldler—a man that 1
Lain't got nothin® agln, except mayhe
B holds his vend too bigh—made up his

" ooty

| wdnd awhile brek that homber wopld
| b 1o demand some day, #n' he set 1o

work buyiu® sl the timber land b
could lay bis bonds on. Then, when h
had! more'n be conld tote np’ wias gl
to go under, he give this gentleman

option on i Well, #o fur go gomd; an
yontiemen: what bave wa got fo

with thls teade? Nothin® e [ kin wes

Dut we are expected 1o yell nan’ holler
in" dexd ‘etn o froe right of way
throuehh our property so they kin shlp
the thnbor struight throogll o the
north ax' turn i into cold Yankee ool
We don't eount In thls shatlle, geull-

mon. We glt our pay fer our land io
paan’ pid an' boorin® cnr belis an
whiam wihisties fo the umildidle o the
niglt when we want 1o slecp. The en
gynes will kill onr hogs, eattle an’
hdsars an' now an' them Lreak the
wock o some choap that wasn't bit in

the war buat we mavtn't Torget 1o be
plad un' bend (he knes o' gimiltude. Of
conrse we all know the lnw kKin compo!
us Lo give the pight of way, bat It pro
vides Tor Just snd sufficlent poyment
fer the property ased; an', gentleonw,

| ' oagin dentticns. Pm agin e tooth

an® (e nall”

Thore was thunderons and ominons
npplause wheti Bartell sat down. Wil
son st Oushed am]  embarrassed,
twinking his gloves n hig bamds.  He
l';ml expevtod anything but this per
sounl fusilinde.  1Me stared at Miller In
surprise over that gentloman's cisy,
half srnused smlle as he stond op.

“tentiemon, he began, “and ndles,”
tie added, with a bow to the right and
tefr, "As moany of you know, I pre-
tend to practiee lnw a litle, and T want
to sny pow that 'm glad Mr, Bartell
@'t In the profession, A lawyer with
hlg Eeen wit and eloguence could econ-
viet an lnnoeent mother before a Jury
of her own children. [Langhter.] And
that's the polnt, gentlemen. We ure
lnnocent of the charges against us, |
nm speaking now of my clients, the
Bishops.,  They are deeply Interestod
in the development of this seetion. The
elder Bshop dues hold his head high,
nnd In thls ense he hng held it high
enotrh to smell coming prosperity in
the alr, e belleved It wonld come,
and that Is why he bonght timber lands
extenlvely.  As for the necosed gon
teman from the b of the unlverse,
I must #ay that I have known him for
severn] years and hiave never heard o
word ngninet his eharneter, e 15 not
a farmer, but a bhusiness man, and It
wanld Le anfaly to Jndge him by any
ather stundard, e is not only a buas!
ress man, but a big one. He handles
b thitgs, This rallroad Is golng to
be a big thing for yon and your chil
dren,  Yes, Wilson Is all right. He
A0t fight In the Inte unpleasantness,
iTe tells the women he was too young.
Wihaon s here to bofld a rallrond for
your good and prosperity, and he enn't
bullil one whers there Is pothing to
hanl out. If he buys up timber for his
vompany, It Is the only way to get
them to back him In the enterprise. |
Now, gentlemen of the opposition, If
there are uny here today, don't let the
thought of Wilkon's possible profit rob |
¥ou of this golden opportunity. 1 live
&t Darley, but, ax many of you know,
this is my father's native county, and
I want to ses It bloom in progress and
blogsom like the rose of rity. 1
want to see the vast minern]l wealth
burled In these mountains dug out for
the benefit of mankind wherever God's
sanlight falle™

Miller sat down am!d much applanse,
n faint part of which eame even from
the ranks of Bartell's faction. After
this a pnuse ensuod In which no one
sromed wiiling ta speak. Colopel Dar
clny_rose and enma to Miller,

To be Continued,




