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ratcfc aa.. Uuiioo of tbe tragical
rrei.is that wn about te follow. The
rain waa iht ;ov-r- . day bud almcxt
wu ami tlse bfrds Hers piping In the

brtbbt-r- y uub)uu the forest trees cf
tbo garden. Tbe prince aud Lis com-
panions were vUibie for a tuoturut ss
they follow. d n alley between twe
flowering thlcki-ts- , bnt at the first cor-

ner clump of foliuge intervened, and
t5ty were again concealed from view.
This was all that the colouel ud the
phyklelaii had an opiortunity to see,
and tho garden waa so vast slid the
pines of combat evidently so remota
from the boose that not even th uobe
of sword play reached their ears.

Arabian Wben ei'ple sre content plating a trip
tolielher on bucmees or pleanrt,
they naturally wsul liic best service
ohtainalilo as isr ss sjiecl, cemfon

- sihI ftiletr t run. en.cl. . Km ploy- -
em of the Wiicousln Central l.ini-- s

ate p4id to irve ths public snd our
trains opernttil so ss to tnskecliMW
ortiineclinii kith diveri-im-v lin.M. !

Night 1

'tmmt. " Mm.

si.lrlt of the listener Pr. Koel. aecu
tomcd as he was to dnngcroue emo-tlou-

suffered an almost pitiful physic-- si

prostratlou. Ills breath whistled in
bU liuigs. his teeth grated oue upon
another, and bis Joints cracked aloud
as be nervously khlf ted bis position.

At hut a baud was laid anon the
door aud a bolt shot back with a slight
report. There followed another pans,
during wbleb Brackeubarj could see
tbo prince draw h'msclf together nolne-letisl-

ss If for some nuusual exertion.
Then the door opened, letting In a little

'more of tbe light of the morning, and
the figure of a man apiared upon tbe
threshold snd stood motloiiless. Ha

eras tall and carried a knife in his
band. Even lu tbe twilight tbey cookl
K his upper teeth bur snd glistening,
for bis mouth was open, like that ef
bound about to leap. Tbe ttwu had ly

been over bis bead In water but
a minute or two before, aud even while
bu stood there the drops kept falling
from his wet clothes and pattered on
IU floor..

The next moment he crossed the
threshold. There waa a leap, a stilled
try, an Instftntaneona struggle, and be-

fore Colouel Ucrukllue could spring
to his aid the prince held the man.
Clsurmeii ami helpless, by tbe shoul-

ders.
lr. Notd." be said, "you will be so

good us to relight the lamp."
And, relinquishing the charge of his

prisoner to tleraldlne aud Bracken-
bury, be crossed tbe room and act bla
buck against the chimney piece, Aa
koou as the lamp bad kindled, the part
beheld an unaccustomed sternness oa
the prince's features. . It waa no longer
Florizel, tbe gircless geutleman. It
was the Prince ef Bohemia, Justly In-

censed and full of deadly purpose, who
now raised uis bead aud addressed
tbe captive president of the (Suicide

clul.
ITesklent," he said, "yoo have laid

your hint snare, and your own feet are
tuken In It Tbe day la beginning. It
is your last wonting. You bare Jilst
swum the Kegent'a canal. It la your
last bath In this world. Your old ac-

complice, Ir. Noel, so fur from betray-
ing me, has delivered yon into- - my
bandit for Judgment. - And tbe grave
you bad dug for me thla afternoon
shall serve In God's almighty provi-
dence to hide your own Just doom
from the curiosity of mankind. Knoel
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Rochester House wu magnificent
residence on the banks of tbe canal.
The large extent of the garden Isolated
it in an unusual degree from tbe annoy-
ances of tli neighborhood. It seemed
tbe pare aux ccrf of some great noble-
man or millionaire. Aa far aa could be
seen from the atreet there was not a
glimmer of light in any of tbe niv
merous windowa of tbe maualon, and
tbo place bad look of neglect, aa
though tbe maater bad long been from
home.

Tbe cab waa discharged, and tbe
three gentlemen were not long In

tbe email door, wbleb waa a
aort of postern In a lane between two
garden walla. It at 11 wanted ten or
fifteen nilnutee of tbe appointed time
The rain fell heavily, and tbe adven-
ture alieltered themselves below aome
pendent Ivy and apoke In low tonea of
tbe approaching triaL

Suddenly Ueraldine rataed bla finger
to command silence, and all tbree bent
tbelr bearing to tbe utmost. Through
the continuous nolae of tbe rain tbe
atepa and voices of two men became
u .1 .1 ( 1 .In t,A ,tA A 1. wall
and. aa tbey drew nearer. Brsckenbury.
whose sense of hearing waa remarks- -

fragments of tbelr talk.
"Is tbe grave dug?" aaked one.
'it is," replied tbe other; "behind tbe

laurel hedge. When tbe Job Is done,
we can cover It with a pile of stakes."

The first speaker laughed, and tbe
sound of bia merriment waa shocking
to the listeners on the other side.

"In an bour from now." be said.
And by the sound of the atepa It waa

obvious that the pair had separated
and were proceeding In contrary direc-
tum.

Almost 1a.m. di.itely after tbe postern
door was cnwt;ot:ly opened, a white
face waa protruded Into the lane and
a ' hand was seen beckoning to tbe
watchers. In dead glleuce tbe tbree
passed the door, wbleb waa Immediate-
ly "locked behind them, and followed
their guide through several garden al-

leys to tbe kitchen entrance of the
bouse. A single candle burned In tbe
great paved kitchen, wbleb waa desti-
tute of tbe customary furniture, and,
aa tbe party proceeded to ascend from
thence by a flight of winding stairs, a
prodigious noise of rata testified still
more plainly to tbe dilapidation of tbe
house. i

Their conductor preceded them, car--
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aiWl.nrltles as one among the three or
fmr best dressed wouxti in' England. -

llarTj-'- g duty as secretary was not
Jnirtlejilarly onerous but he had a dis-
like for nil prolonged wrk. It gave
iiini p:iln to Ink bis flnfftT. mid the

of Ijidy V.UHleleur nnd lwr
!n!lets often from the libra-
ry to the boudoir. He bad the prettiest
vny among women, could talk fash-loii-

irlth enjoyment and was never
mom happy than when criticising a
ab.idi; of ribbon or running on an er-
rand to 'the milliner's. In eh.rt, 8Ir
Thomas" fell Into piti-
ful arrears, ami my lady had another
Indy'H maUL.

At last the geiH'ra), who was one of
the li.vist patient of military comman-
der, arose from tits 'place In 'a violent
access of passion and Indicated to-hi- s

ccnar'. that, he hud no further iK-e-

fdr Us services, wllji one. o those ex
planatory gestuivs which' lire DiosT
rarely emiiloved betwcti gentlemen.
The door being niifortnnntely open,
Mr, Hartley .fell "downstairs head fore--

To arose somewhat hurt and very
deep! nwrrl-ed- . The life to tbe gen--1

tnoved. on a more pr.U ss doubtful foot-- 1

Ins., la very geiit.vl company. He did
litt'io, he nte of tho best, and he had a
lukewarm sfttlm-tlot- i In tho presence
of Ijidy Vna'hJetir whiell, In Ills own
T oart, be duhbed. by a more emphatic.",;Immedhitrly after ho had been ont- -

ynpcil by foot he bnrriiMl
ta the bondol and recounted bis eor--
mwa. ;.:,---;- -, t . .... .

1

"Y'oti know very well, iny dear
ry,'--' replied Lad Vaudeleur, for she
called him liy name like B child or a J

domestic 'prvaiit'.'-"tlia'ryot- ! never tiy
nBy clianec do. what the (reneral tells
you. No mure do I, fou may say, bnt
thnt Is. different. , A woman can earn
her pnrdnh lor a ppoil year ot disobedl- -

rtlf-- tiv n slnf-h- t 'nilmtf aiifimtaatsn

nei, wttii a bow. '
"Preseiit me to our friends,? cihttn-ne- d

the Brat, and, when that ceremony
bad lioen performed. "1 vrteli, gentle-
men," be added, with tbe most

affability, -- "that I could offer
yon a more cheerful programme. It la
migraclons to Inaugurate an acquaint-
ance upon serious affairs, but tbo o

of events Is stronger than the
obligation of good fellowship. I h'pe
and believe yon will be able to forgive
me this unpleasant evening, and for
men of your stamp it will be enough to
know that you are conferring a consid-

erable favor."
"Your highness." said the major,

"must pardon my bluutnesa. . I am un-

able to bide what I know. For some
time back I have suspecti-- Sinjnr Ham-
mersmith, but Mr. Godall I untuUtiak-able- .

To seek two men In l,otilnii un-

acquainted with Prince Florlzel of Bo-he-

in was to ask too much of fortune's
bands."

"PUnce Florlsel!" cried Bruckeubury
In amaxement.

And Uo gazed with tbe deepest Inter-
est on the features of tbe celebrated

be fere titn.
; p7f.h1 Ulunt tne loM of mjr ,.

.reiuarked ,e princ1, ;or M

authority. You would have done aa
much for Mr. Coda II, I feci sure, aa for
the Irlnce of Bohemia, but tbe latter
can perhaps do more for you. Tbe gain
la mine," be added, with a courteous
gesture.

And the next moment he was conJ
versing with tbe two otllcers about the
Indian army and tbe native troops, a
subject ou which, as on all others, he
had a remarkable fund of information
and the soundest views. .

There was something so striking lu
this man's attitude at a moment of
deadly peril that Brackenbury was
overcome with respectful aduilratlou.
Nor waa he lesa sensible to the charm
of his conversation or the surprising
amenity of his address. Every gesture,
every intonation, waa not only noble In
itself, but seemed to ennoble the for-

tunate mortal for whom It was intend
ed, and Brackenbury confessed to him-

self with enthusiasm that this was a
sovereign Tor whom a brave man might
thankfully toy down bis life.

Many minutes had tbna passed when
the person wbfi hnd Introduced tbiut
into tbe house and wbo had sat ever
since in a corner anJ wttb his watch
in bla hand aroce and whinnered a

word Into tbe prince's ear.
"It la well. Hr. Nod," replied Florl-a- el

aloud, and then, addressing tbe
others, "You will exense me, gentle-
men," C added, "If I hare to leave
yon In the dark. Tbe moment now ap-
proaches."

Dr. Noel extinguished the lamp. - A
faint gray light premonitory of the
dawn, illuminated tbe window, but
waa not suflieient to illuminate the
room, and when tbe prince rone to his
feet it was. ImpoMiible to
his features or to make a guess at the!
nature cf tbe emotion which obviously !

affected him as be soke. He moved j
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"Sir. Hartley." said Ijnly Tamlelenr,
"I think you understand what you bate
to do. May I ask you to see to it at
once?"

"Stop," raid the gvncral, addressing
Harry. "One word before you go."
And then, turning again to Lady Vau-
deleur. "What Is this precious fellow's
errand 3" he demanded. "I trust blm no
further than 1 do yourself, let me tell
you. If lie had as much as the rudi-
ments of honesty, he would scorn to
stay In this house, and what be docs
for bis wages is a mystery to all the
world. What is bis errand, madam,
and why are you hurrying blm away?"

"I supposed you bad' something to
say to me In private," replied the lady.

"You ssikr about an errand," Insist-
ed the geiienil. 'Io not attempt to de-

ceive me In my present state of teniier.
Ton certainly sskc about an errand."

"if yoo Insist on making your serv-
ants privy to our humiliating dissen-
sions." replied Ijidy Vandolenr. s

I had better ask Mr.' Hartley to
sit down. No?" she continued. "Then
you may go, Mr. Hartley. I trust you
may remember all that you have beard
In this room. It may Ih useful to yoo."

Harry at once made his escaic from
the drawing mom. and as he ran up-

stairs he could hear the general's voice
upraised In declamation snd the thin
tones of Vnndelcur planting Icy
repartees nt every opening. How cor-
dially be admired the wife! How skill-
fully she could evade nn awkward
question! And with what secure ef-

frontery she rejtcstcd her Instructions
Under tbe very guns of the enemy!
And, on the other hand, bow be detest-
ed the httsliaini:

There hsd been nothing unfamiliar
In the morning's events, for he was
continually In the habit of serving
Lady Ysndeleur on sii-r- missions,
principally cuunceted with the milli-
nery. There waa a skeleton lu the
house, as he well knew. Tiie Isittoiu-les- s

extra vagn nee and the unknown
liabilities of the wife had long since
swallowed her own fortune and llirrnt-etie-

day by day to engulf that of the'
husband. Once or twice In every year
exposure and ruin secine-- J imminent,
and Harry kept trotting round to all
aorta of furulslH-rs- ' shops telling small
filis and IHiylng small sdvsncca on the
gross summit until soother was
thled over, and the lady and her faith-
ful secretary breathed again. For
Harry. In a dulh euimi ity. wss heart
ami soul Umhi that side of the war,
Not only did lie a lore Lady Ynndt-leu- r

and fear and dislike her huslniml. but
be naturally ayuiatbixed with tbe
love of finery, and his own single ex-
travagance waa at the tailor's.

"Ire has taken Mm toward the ;

rave," said Ir. Noel, with a shudder.
"Ood." cried tbe colonel, "tiod de-

fend the rightl"
And they awaited the event in si-

lence, tbe doctor shaking with fear, the
coiouel In an agony of sweat.' Many
minutes most have elapsed, the Ua

waa sensibly broader and the birds
were singing more heartily in the gar-
den before a sound of returning fool-step- s

recalled tbelr glances towurd tlid
door. It wus tbe prince snd the tivo
Indian officers who entered, tiod bud
defended tbe right.

"I am asliumed of my emotion," said
IYlnce I'lorlnL "I feel it la a weak
ness unworthy of my stztion, but thu
continued existence of that honnl of
hell hud begun to prey Uku me like
a dUensc, ami his death has more re-

freshed me than a ui 'it of slumber.
1 ,00k, Ceruldlue," lie throw-bu- g

his sword upon the floor, "there is
the blood of the man who killed yonr
brotber. It should be a welcome sight.
And j et." be added, "see how strangely
we men are uiude. My revenue is not
yet five minutes' old, and already I am
beginning to ask myself if even re-

venge be attainable on this precarious
stage of life. The 111 be did who can
undo It? The career In '!ileb he
amassed a huge fortune for the hotixe
Itself iu which we stand belonged to
him that career Is now a part of tbe
destiny of mankind forever, aud t
might weary myself making thrusts in
carte until the crack of Judgment and
Cieraldlne's brother would be none tbe
less dead, aud a thousand other Inno-
cent persons would be none' tho k--

dishonored nnd debauehed. The ex-

istence of a man la so small a thing to
take, so mighty a thins to employ'
Alas," he cried, "Is theie nmthtug In
life so disenchanting as BttaliiuiontJ"
. "God's Juxtlce has been done." re-

plied the rtnetor. "So much I behold.
The lesson, your btghncxa, has beeu s
cruel one for me, and I await my own
tern with deadly apprehensiou."

"What was I saying?" cried the
prince, "I have punished, and here lr
the man liealde us who can help me to
undo. Ah, Ir. Noel, you and l have
before as many a day of bard and hon-

orable, toil, and perhaps before we hare
done you may have mare than redeeut-t- d

your early errors."
"And In the meantime," said the doe

tor, "let me go aud bury my oldesr
frleud."

And this, observes the erudite Ara
blan. Is the fortunate conclusion of the
tale. .The prince. It Is suitcrfluous to
mention, forgot none of those who
served him In this great exploit, and ts
thla day bia authority and InCuenec
belp them forward In tbelr public ca-

reer, while his condescending friend-
ship adds a charm to their private life'
To collect, continues my author, all tho
strange events In wbleb this priuce has
pluyed the. port of Providence were to
fill tbe habitable globe with books. Btit
tho stories which relate to the fortune

f ' The Rajah's Diamond" are of too
ultrtalulng a description, says he. to

be omitted. Following prudently in the
foot iteps of this oriental we sliall now
tx'g'n tbe series to which be refers with
the "Story of the Bandbox."

Uhe RAJAH'S
DIAMOND

' ""Taut I '

tory of 1 b . Handbcje

P to the see of sixteen at
T I a private school and aft

UI erward at oue of tltose
ummmt InotttottAns Iac
which England la Justly
famoua Mr. Harry Hart;
ley had received the ordi

nary-- education of a gentleman. At that
period he manifested a remarkable dis
taste for study, and, his only surviving
'parent tielng both weak and ignorant,
be waa permitted thenceforward to
spend bis time lu the attainment of
petty and ptirely elegant accomplish
mciits. Two years later be was left an
orphan and aboost a beggar. For all
active and Industrious pursuits Harry
v. as nnlitted alike by nature nnd train-
ing. He could slug romantic ditt'.es
and himself with discretion
ou the piano; be was a graceful al
though a timid cavalier; be bad a pro-

nounced taste for chess, snd nature
bad sent him Into the world with one
of the most engaging exterior that
can well be fancied. Blond ou pink,
with dove's eyes aud a gentle smile, be
had au air of agreeable tenderness and
melancholy and tbe most submissive
ami caressing manners. ' But, wben all
la said, he was nut the man to load
armaments of war or direct tls coun
cils of a stale. - .'

' A fortunate chance and somo influ-
ence obtained for Harry at the time
of bis bereavement tbe puritloii of pri-

vate secretary to Major tieneral Hlr
Thomas Yandck-ur- , C. H. Sir TImuiius
waa a man of sixty, loud siken, bois-

terous and domineering.- - For some rea-

son, some service tbe nature of which
bad been often whispered and repeat-
edly denied, tbe rajah of Kashgar bad
presented this officer with the sixth
known diamond of tbe world. The
gift transformed General Vaodeleur
from a poor Into a wealthy mas, from
an obsenre ami unpopular soldier Inlo
one of the lions of London society. TU
aorscrsor of tbe rajah' diamond was
welcome In the most exclusive circle,
and be had found a lady, young, beau
tiful and well born, wbo was willing
to call the diamond hers even st the
price of marriage with Sir Thomas
Vandetenr. It was commonly xsld si
tbe time that, as like draws to like,
ewe Jewel bad attracted arother. Ccr
talnly Lady Ysixk letir was axt only
a gem of tbe finejt water In her own
person, hut .she l bowed bePMdf to the
world in a very costly si tting, snd she
was considered by uauy respects hie -

and. Istde. no one is married to hie " ,8'T ,pok tu lut Ford'1 w,tu ttv
prlvate secretary. I shall be sorry to p,'"sU ,nnJ 0 'f1' motberty
lose you, but Blue oq csunot stay) 1r"Je '10t C!U,ScU ?rCnt cun,lntu"?"t
lougcr lu a hous where you have been 'T' U:"'SIla bo prort'',e,, bUum,t
insulted I shall jslsh you goodly, and I ! J?ua"u1 '

ff" n opportunity of serv-proiul-

yon toTnake the general smart I ' ' "" ' ' ' '

fotMs behavior. i.' . . - - "It la another of our great secrets,"
Harry's countenance fell, tears came ! he eut ou archly, "and no one must

"Once anu for all, it shall be done to-

day."
"Today. If It must be." replied the

brother, with ft sigh. "But It Is a false
step, a .ruinous step,' Clara, ami we
shall live to repent it disutility."

Ltvly Ynudeleur looked hi-- r brother
steadily and somewhat strangely in tho
face.
. "You forget," she said. "Tho ma
must die at last" - i ;

""'t'pou iify woM,Cln'ra,,''sald' reff-drago-

"I believe you are the most
heartless rnsciJ lu England."

"You men." she returned, "are so
coarsely built that yon cau never ap-

preciate a shade of meaning. You are
yourselves raiwieious, violent. Immodest,
esreless of dlstinrtlon, and yet the least
tbonght for the future shocks you In a
woman. I have no patience with such
stuff. You would despise lu a common
banker the imbecility that you expect
to find In us." -

Ton 'are vtry likely right," replied
her brother. "Vm were always clev-
erer than I. Ai. ! i t yoo kuow
my motto, Tiie fuitm l "f re all.'"

"Y'es, Charlie," she rcturued, taking
h, n-- .i i i kmiw. raur motta

, yo9 kDnw ,t yourself. . 'And
Is not that

tmj rart of Imloci yoo are
, of urothcrs, nnd I love yon

dearly." '..-- t

' Mr. Pcndrngon got nn, looking a little
confused by these family endearment.

"I bad better not be seen," said he.
"I understand my part to a miracle,
and I'll keep nn cyo on tbe Tame Cat."

"Ho." he replied. "He Is an abject
crenrure and might mln alU" :,

u 'cd the tips of her fingers to
hl"' daintily, and the brother withdrew
"f uuuuu,r "B "' siair.

Harry," said Lady Vaudeleur. turn
ing toward tho secretary as soon aa
tbey wrre alone, "I hare a commission
for you this morning. But you shall
take n cr;b. I cannot have my secretary
freckled.' . t i .. ,

tllow' OI " but my aecrctary and me.
Sir Thomas would make the saddest
disturbance, and If yoo only knew bow
weary I am of these sceucs! Oh. Har-
ry. Harry, can you explain to me what
makes you men so violent aud nnjust?
But. Indeed, I know you eaunot. You
are tho only man lu tbe wvrld wbo
knows nothing of these shameful pas-
sions. You are so good, Harry, and so
kind! You, at lenst, cau be a woman's
ftiend. And, do you know, I think yoo
make tbe others more ugly by com-
parison." .......

"It is you," said Harry gallantly,
"who are so kind to me. You treat me
like- "-

"Like a mother." Interposed iJldy
Ynudeleur. "I try to be a mother to
you, or at least," she corrected herself,
with a s'mllc, "almost a mother.- - I am
afraid I am too young to be your moth-
er really, t Let us srty a friend a dear
frknd."

She paused long enongh to let her
words take effect In Ilarrr's sentlioen.
tal uimrters. but not lone eimmrh .1.
biw him a retily.

-- Rut all this Is beside our mirtm."
,ne n'snniwl "You will find s haul.
box in the left hand side of tiie oak
nnimi tf im .... .. i.

Hn that 1 wore on Wn1nes.ls with
mr tueelilln V lil ... I.. . i

dlately to tliis adilress," ami she gave
blm a taper, "but do not on any ac-
count let It out of your bands until yon
have received a receipt written by my-
self. - I Hi yon understand? Answer, If
yon pl.ftse-answ- er! This Is extremely
bnsirtant, and I must ask yon to pay
Hue attention." "'

Harry paeifli-i- l her by repenliiia lier
Itislriii-tioii- s perfe. tl-- . and she wss Just
going to tell hltu mire when Cem-ra- l
Vamb-leii- r ' flung Into the apartment,
scarlet with anger and holding a long
and elalsirste milliner's bill In bis
band.

"Wilt you look at this, mndameT
erfed he. "Will yon hare the goodness
t3 look st this document? I know well
enongh yon married me for my money,
and I nope r rna "Ringeaa 'grear ar-lo-s

snces ss any other man In tbe eerr-W- ;

but, as sure ss God made me,
mean to put a period to thla disreputa-
ble prodigality r '

and pray, sir, if you have a mind that
way, for your time is short and God
Is weary of your Iniquities."

The president made no anawer either
by word or sign, but continued to hung
his bead and gase sullenly on tbe floor
ns though he were conscious of the
prince's prolonged snd uuspariug re
gard.

"Cenllemen." continued Florlzel, rs
Huuiiug the ordiunry tone of his conver-
sation, "this is a fellow wbo has long
eluded me, but whom, thanks to Ir.
Noel, I i!W bare tightly by the heels.
To tell the story of bis misdeeds would
occupy more time than we can now
nflor.l, but If the canal had contained
nothing but the blood of his victims I
believe the wretch would have been-- 1

nn drier tliau you see him. Even In an
affair of this sort I desire to preserve
the forms of honor, but I make you fits
Judges, gentlemen. This Is UMtre an
execution than a duel, and to give the
Mue his cholec of weapons woo Id be
to piiKh too far a point of etiquette. 1

cannot afford to hu my life In each a
business." be continued, unlocking tbe
case of swords, "and as a pistol bullet
travela so often on the wings of cbaneev
and skill ami courage may fall by the
nioirt trembling marksman, I nave de-

cided, and I feci sure you will approve
of my determination, to put thla ques
tion to the touch of swords."

When Brackenbury and Major
O'Uooke, to whom these remarka were
particularly addressed, had each Inti-
mated bis approval. "Quick, sir," add
ed lrluce Plorisci to tbe president.
"chooxo a blade and do not keep mo
waiting. I have an Impatience: to be
done with you forever,

For the first time since he was cap-
tured and dInarmed tbe president raised
his head, and It was plain that he be
gan Instantly to pluck up courage. .

"Is It to le stand up?" he asked
eagerly, "and between you and me?" ,

"I mean o far to honor, yon," re-
plied the prince.

"Oil, comer cried tho. president.
"With a fair Held, who knows bow
things may liappen? I must add that
I consider It handsome behavior on
your hlifhness' part, and If tbe worst
comes to the wort--t shall die by one
of the most gallant gentlemen In

' .
And the president, liberated by those

who hud detained him. stepied np to
the table nnd began, with minute at-
tention, to select a sword. He wss
highly dated and seemed to feel no
doubt that he should bwue victorious
from the contest. The spectators grew
alarmed In the face of so entire a con-
fidence and adjured Prince Florlzel to
reconsider his Intention.

"It is but a farce." be answered,
"and I think I ran promise yon, gen-

tlemen, that It will not be long
,

"Your highness will be careful not to
overreach." said Colonel (ieraliline.

"Geraldine." returned the prl::c "did
Jou ever know me to fall lu a debt of
honor? 1 owe you thia man's life, and
you shall have It." , .

The president at butt satisfied him-
self with one of the rapiers and signi-
fied bis readiness by a gesture that
waa Dt devoid of rnde noblity. ' The
nearness of peril and the sense of
courage, even to this obnoxious villain,
lent an air of manhood arvl a certain

Jgrace. "
The prince helped bissaelf at random

it a sword.
Colond GeraMlne and Pr. Nnd." be

said, "will have the goodness to await

dent to yonr good graces. Lieutenant
ltkb will be so good as to lend tee
bis attention; a yot.ua; man cannot
hare too mnch experience In such, af-- (

fairs." I

"Your highness." repiied Bracken-- 1

bury, --it Is an honor I shall prize ex-
tremely."

"It la wutT," returned tVaoe Floritrt
"I shall hope to stand your frhtWI hi
more important circumstances."

And so saying he let tfnf war oat of
tbe apartment and down the kitcbea I

stairs. I

The two seaj h srrre the .teft'
aloiM threw open the window ai4
leiu.-- d out, straining every sense t

A HAND WAS BEEN BECKONING."'

Into Lis eyes, aud be gazed on Lady I

Vaudeleur with a tender reproach.
"My unlv," "jilil be. "what is an

I think little Indeed of
any ene: wbd could hot' forgive them
by - the svore. But to . leave one's
friends, to Vnr up the bonds of affect-

ion"- " '

He was unable to continue, for bis
emotion choked hint, and he began to

' ' " '' "weep. -' - ri

' Laily TsndeJenr looked at bun with a
curious tn stoii , . : ,

"TLis lltlh' foot," she thought, "imag-
ines hlmrelf XB be In love with me.
Why should be not become my scrvsnt
instead 'of the general's? lie Is gissi
nnttiretl ' obliging, snd nivl.rxium!
dress, and, besideo,.-t- t wiil keep. him
out of uiiwhli-f- . lie Is positively too
pn'tty to be unattached."

- Tlint night idle tntketl over the gener-
al. Who was nln-sd- some list asham-
ed, of his. livacity. and Harry was
transferred o thq feminine depart-
ment, where h!.i life was littfp short of
heavenly - !! was always dressed .

""Willi unentiiRKin nkvty. wore delicate
flowers in )! twtton!iuh oml conhl en- -

terlalu a h tat-- t and pleasan- -

try. . He tok a pride in servility to a ;
lientrtiful woman.. reci-ive- IjhIv Van- - .

delenrs comma.' as so many marks
of rnvor. and was pleased to exhibit
himm-l- f before ollur men, who
and d.s(hel hint In bis chnrneler of
male' hi'ly's maid and man milliner.
Nor civnld lie Ittlnk "ennngli nt his ft
litrdc fmm moral sint .of view.
Wlekctlm-S- sevnnil In lim an rswetit la l

mule, ntlriloite, aud lo iasa one's
days Willi n iVtirnle Woman, ami prlit-ciiuttl- y

alsnt trimming was
to Inhabit nn enchanted bile among the
storms of Utn- - . ,

One Sua NKiriiing he ciiuie Into the
drawing room and' Innn to arrange
some m usie n the loi of the pin no.
Ijidy VamlHenr.-n- f the" otlicr end of
the apSrtment, was speaking sons-s- i bsl
engTly with her Charlie

an e!lerly yoiinir man. nuieh
broken with i!!Ipalhin snd very bvme
of mte fict. Tbe private ei relarr1. to
wtmse entrsts-- they pakl no
coo si imt mold merln-nrlni- t a part of
their conversation.

"Today or never." said tbe lady.

ion aru i.ic ujr iinu piareu nimseii at: me in tins I n.a no personal
oue aide of It In an attitude of the wari-- i ftiend of mine to le Incolved In tbia
est attention. . I trarsnctlon. Major O'Uooke. yow are

"Yon will have tbe kindness." be; a nmn of some years and a settled Ten-sai-

"to maintain tbe strictest silence utntion; let me recommend tbe brest- -

"tylog the candle, lie waa a lean mas.
ninth lient, but still agile, and be
tv.rced from time to time and adtuon-bai.c- d

alienee and caution by his gee-t-ui

i .

t clone! Geraldine followed on his
hcols, the case of swords under one
ana and a pfstol ready la tbe other.
I'.iackclibtiry's heart beat thickly, tie

that they were atil In time,
but he Jud-rr- from tbe alacrity of the
t.1,1 man that the hour of action must
I f near at IhiikL and the circumstances
tf tnia adventure were so obscure and

the place seemed so well
Cuoaen for the darkest seta, that aa
older man than Brackenbury might
have l en pardoiicd a measure of emo-
tion as be closed tbo procession up the
wiaJiurf stair.

At the top tbe guide threw open
doer and ushered ur tbree officers be-

fore ulm Into a small apartment lighted
' by a smoky lamp ami tbe glow frf a

tncdest firei At the chimney corner

at a man In tbe early prime of life and
cf a stout but courtly and commanding
appearance. Ilia attilnde and expres-

sion were those of the most unmoved
lie wss smoking a cheroot

.with much enjoyment and deliberation,
and on a table by bla elbow stood a
kjtg glass of some effervescing bever-
age wbleb diffused aa agreeable odor
tbnmgh the rectn. '

"Welcome," said be. extending bis
hand to Colonel Kerakline. "I knew I
talent count on your exactitude."

"On mr devotion," replied tbe cole--

and to conceal yourselves In the densest
of tbo sbsdow."

The three officers and the rfcys'claii
hastened to obey, and for nearly lei
minutes the only sound In 1 1oiliest er
House was occasioned by" the excur-
sions of tbe rats behind tbe woodwork.
At the end of that period a loud creak

f a hinge broke In with surprising dis-
tinctness on tbe silence, and shortly
after tbe watchers could distinguish a
low and cautious tread appmnebli; tin
the kitcbea stair. At every secutid rtep
the intruder seemed te pause and knd

a ear, and during these Intervals,
which seemed of sa Inrsh ulsl.le dura-
tion, a profound disquiet possessed tbe


