
had run through Its nine days' vitality

v f tA-- 7i n i t u ei t:3

the policeman will Imj ulile to supply
you mUU his number. Believe me, I
felicitatn myself ou the misunderstand-
ing Uk h has prv urt-- d me the pleasure
of your company for so long, and let
me expn-s- s a hoiw that we iaay meet
again uwnt a more regular footing,
Mcuiiuu I would uot fur tbe world
detain yuu lunj.-e- r front your friends.
John," he ndjed, raising b!s voice, "will
jrun see that this gentleman "finds his
greatcoat?" ' '

And with the most agreeable air Mr.
MotrUvescotted his vitutor as far aa the
anteroom door, where be left him un-

der conduct of the butler. As ho passed
the window on his return to the draw-
ing mom Brneketilitiry could bear him

Arabian
Flights Tho Klutl Vou Ilav Always

la um) for Qver 30 years

flood of light upou the garden, and a
servant ran down to meet hi in. holding
an umbrella.

"The cabman bus been paid." air
served the servant In a very civil tone,
and he ifrorceded to escort ltr:c!.ti
bury along the talb aud up the Ktep
1st tbe ball several other attembitits re
lieved him of bis bnt, cuue mid iml.n
gave him a ticket wltb a manner tn
return and politely hurried hliu up n

stair adorned with tropietil tlowcr
the door of an apartment on the it.--!

story. Here a grave butler Inquired
bia name aiid, aniKtuucing "Zieuteitnut
Brackeubury Rich." ushered him lu: .

the drawtug room of tlie liois-f- .

A young man. slender and wUigular,
handsome, came forward ii ml greeteii
him wltb an air at ouce courtly" and nf
fectiouute. Hundreds of cnudU-H.o- ihr
finest wax lighted up a room tLar wvt
perfumed, like the atalrcase. with :

profusion of rare and beautiful llotvcr
lng shrubs. A side table wus ki.'idcd
with tempting viands. Several serv
ants went to aud fro with fruits nnd
iUllct) of champagne. Tbe ctmi;oiiy

s perhaps alxteeii in number, all
lien, few beyond tbe prime tf life and.
with hardly an exception, of a dashing
lud capaMe exterior. They were

Into two groups,oue about a rou-k-tt- e

board aud tbe other snrrounillug
a table at which one of their number
held a bank of baccarat.

bos boen nuwle under Iim per.
oper-hlo- nln- - Its lnrniwy,
no ono to deceive you la thin.
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and begun to be forgotten. He arrived
lu Loudon at last, la tbe early season,
with as little ol nervation as be could
desire, and as be wss an and
had none but distant relatives wbo
lived In the provinces It waa almost
as a foreigner that be Installed him-

self In the capital of tbe country for
which be bad shed bis blood.

On the-- day following bis arrival be
eMnrit aloue at a military- - club. He
tlumk ha nils with a few old eomradea
i ud received their warm congratula-
tion, hut as one and all had some en-

gagement for the eveulng .be found
himself k-f-t entirely to his own re-

sources. He was in dress, for be had
entertained the notion of visiting a
theater. But the greaj city wae new
to him. He had gone from provin
cial school to i military college and.
thence direct to the eastern empire,
and ho promised himself s variety of
delights In this world for exploration.
Swinging bia cane, be took bia way
westward. It waa a mild evening,' al-

ready dark, aud now and then threat-
ened rain. The succession of faces tn
the lamplight stirred tbe lieutenant's
Imagination, and it seemed to him aa
If be could walk forever in that stim-
ulating city atmosphere and surround
ed by, tbe mystery of 4,000,000 private
lives. He glanced at the .bouses snd
nmrvvlcd what waa passing behind
those .warmly lighted windows. He
looked into face after face and saw
them each intent upou some unknown
Interest,, criminal or kindly.

"Theyjtulk of war," he thought, "but
this la the great battlefield of man
kind.'

And then he began to wonder that
be should walk so long In this compli
cated scene aud not chance upon M
much as the shadow of an adventure
for himself.

"All in good time," be reflected. ''I
am still a stranger aud perhaps wear
a Htruugo air. But I must be diuwa
into the eddy before long."

The night was already well advanced
when a plump of cold1 rsin fell sudden
ly out of tbe darkucHs. Brackeubury
jmux.-- undex some trces,(and aa he did
to He caught sight or a,tuiusoin can-
man making him a slgn that lie was
disengaged. The circumstance fell In
so happily to the occastou thut he at
once raised his cane lu answer and had
soou euscouced himself 'la the London
gondola.

"Where to, sir?" asked 'the driver.
"Where you please." said Bracken--

bury.
And immediately, nt a pave of sur-

prising swiftness, theihansom drove off
through the rain lnto'n maze of villa
One villa was so Uise another, each
with its front garden, and there waa so
little to distinguish the i deserted lump- -

lit streets aud creneentMt through which
the flying hansom took Its way that
Brackeubury soon lost all idea of di-

rection. He would have been tempted
to believe th.vt the cahmiiu waa, amus
ing hlu-.sel- f by driving him round and
round aud lu and out about a small
quarter, but there was something! bus!
nesslike in the speed which couvluced
him of the contrary. Tbe man had an
object in view. He was hastening to
ward" a definite end, and Brackcnbury
was at once nsiouiidied at the fellow's
skill In picking a way through such I
labyrinth and a little concerned to iui
iugine what wus the occasion of his
Jiurry. He had heard tales f strangers
taring III tn Ixn1on. Ild the driver
belong to some bloody and treacherous
association, and was he himself being
whirled to a murderous death?

The thought hud scurcely presented
Itself when the cab swung sharply
round a corner and pulled up before
the gsrden gate of a villa in a long and
wide road. The house was brilliantly
lighted up. Another hansom had Just
driven away, and Brackeubury could
sec a geutk-iua- bria:i-rdmlt- ,l jit tlie
.'rout door and received by several
Jveried servants. He waa surprised
tiut the cabman should have stopped
to htiiredlately In' frout of a bouse
win-r- a reception wins being held, but
he did not doulrf It was the result ef
arcldeut, and sat placidly, smoking
where lie was until he beard-th- e trap
thrown open over bin bead.

"Here we are, sir,'1 sold the driver. '

"Here!" rcpeatod Brackenbury.
"Where?"

"You told me to take you where I
(.leased, sir," returned the man, with" a
ihucklc. "and here we arc."

It strut k Brackenbury that tbe voire
was wonderfully snfctoth and courteous
for n man In so lnfcrlt a position. He
remembered the speciKat which he bad
.lK'en driven, and nosn it occurred to
:hlm that the hansom iwas mpre luxuri-
ously nppolnted thnnttbe common run
of public conveyances? - - .

"I must ask youMo explain,"! said be.
'Io you mean to it urn mcfoiitilnto tbe

rain? My good I man, I i suspect the
choice is mine."

Thei choice Isicertnlnlyt yours," re
piled tl- - driver. but when I tell you
all I btlieve I lnowvhotvfa gentleman
of your figure will tVcldti There is a
geutleman's. party Inthis) botise. I do
not know whether (the ynastor ' be
stranger 'to Londonf nnd t without

of his dwn or wjhethcr be
is a man of' odd uo'Soret. Buo rertainly
Iltwas iilrcdjto kldiaipislngle gi ialemen
Jmeveuing dress, nsmaiflyins I lileased,
hlS military oftlcen by? ptefenvm'e. You
have simply to goin studisay tliat Mr.
Mbrris invited you." .

"Aro you Mr. iMoifrls?" ilnqnlred the
"lieutenant.

"Oh, no," rtliet'vthe cabman. "Mi.
Morris Is the pcrwo of (the house."

"It is not a common way of collecting
guests." said, Brackcntiury, "but an
ecoeutrlc mantndght very, well Indulge
tho whim without any luteutlon to
off'-nd- . And suptMist that I refuse Mr.
Jlorrls'lnvttatitjn."fhe went n."whal
tuenr

"Mytordcra ore "to drive youUieck
whero'I took you i from," ivplIedVtlie
lunn, "and set out tohiok for otberAup

.to mldniclrt Those wbo have no fancy
for such tin adventure, Mr. Morris said,
were not the guests for him."

These words decided the lieutenant
on tbe spot

"After all." be reflected as' be de-

scended from the hansom. "I havelnot
had long to wult for my adventure."

ITe luid ku-dl- found footing em the
sidewalk and was still filing ln nit
pocket for the fare wbea tbe teat)
swung about nnd drove off by the way
it enme at breaknw--

Brackeubury sheutrd afternhs
nun, who paid ut beed and continued
in drive away, bnt the nrnd "nt his
vtdce wss overheard In tbe house, the
M was again thrown open, emutlsi$
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roum lu slk-ure.-"

Toward morning, workout ly appre-heuslo-

be fell asleep on his cbair.
with bia bead forward oo tbe trunk.
la spite of bo constrained an attitude
aud such a grisly pillow bia slumber
waa sound and prolonged, aud be waa
only awakened at a lata Lour by
abarp tapping at tbe dour.

lie hurried to open and found tbe
boots without

"You are tbe gentleman wbo called
yesterday at Box court J" be asked.

Sllaa, with a shiver, admitted tbat
be bad dona so.

"Then tbla note la for yon." added
tbe servant proffering sealed en-
velope.

Silas tore it open and found inside
the words. Twelve o'clock.

lie waa punctual to tbe bour. Tbe
trunk waa carried before him by sev-
eral stout servants, and he waa himself
ushered into a room where a man ant
warming bimaelf before the lire, with
bia back toward tbe door. Tbe sound
of ao many persons entering aud leav
ing and tbe scraping of tbe trunk os it
was deposited niton the bare boards
were alike unable to attract the notice
of tbe occupant, aud Sllaa stood wait-
ing in an agony of fear until be should
deign to recognize bia presence.

Perhaps Ave minute bad elapsed be-
fore the niun turned leisurely about
and disclosed the features of Prince
I'lorlzel of Bohemia.

"So, air," be anld, with great severi-
ty, "this Is the mnuner in which yon
abuse my politeness. You join yourself
to persona of condition. I perceive, for
110 other purpose than to escape tbe
consequences of your crimes, and 1

can readily understand your eru bar--

TUB CABMAN HAS BEEN PAIU.

rassineut when I addressed myself t
I'un yesterday."

"Indeed," cried Silas, "I am Innocent
of everything except misfortune f

And In hurtled voice and with the
greatest Ingenuousness be recounted to
the prince tbe whole history of bia ca-

lamity. to
"I see I have been mistaken," sold

bia highness when he had beard him
to nn end. "You are no other than a
victim, and, stave I am not to punish,
you may be sure I shall do my utmost by
to help. And now," be continued, "to
business. Open ynur box at once and the
let me see what It contains."

,. Kilns changed color.
"I almost fear to look upon it," he ex-

claimed.
"Nay," replied tbe prince, "have you

not looked at It already t Tbla la a form da
of sentimentality to be resisted. Tbe
sight of a sick man whom we can help
ahould appeal more directly to tbe feel-

ings than that of a dead man wbo is
equally beyond help or bs rm, kite or
hatred. Nerve, yourself, Mr. Scudda-- .

more." And then, seeing tbat Silaa
still hesitated, "I da not desire to give
another name to my request," be
added.

The young American awoke as If out
of a dream and, with a shiver of re-

pugnance, addressed himself to loose
the straps and open the lock of tbe '(h
Huratoga trunk. Tbe prince stood by
watching, with a compose'', counte-
nance' and his hands behind hie back.
Tbe body waa quite stiff, and It cost
Silas a great effort, loth moral aud
physical, to dlskidge it front Its posi-
tion and discover the face.

Prince Fktrlxel started bark with an
exclamation of paluful surprise.

"Alas." ha cried, "you little know,
Mr. Ocuddainore, what cruel gift you
bare brought me! Thla la a young man
of my own suit, tbe brother of my
trusted friend, and It was" upon mat-
ters of my own service tbat be baa
thoa perished at tbe banda of violent
and treacherous men. "Poor Ocraldlne."
he went on, as If to himself, "In what
words am I to tell you of your brothec
fate? How can I excuse myself in year d
eyes or In tbe ryes of God for tbe re--
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When people are contemplating a trip
whether on business or pleasure,
they naturally want the bent service
obtainable, as far as ol, comfort
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ee of the WifCoiiHi.i Central Lines
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Dining Car service unexcelled, Meals
served s la Carte.
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The colonel c nmf!tc( bis watch.
"It Is now hard on 2." bu said.

"We have an hour lie fore us, and a
swift cab la nt the door. Tell me If I
may count upon your help." '

"tturing a long life," replied Major
O'Hot ke. "I never took Imck my lis ml
from anything nir so much aa hedged

bet."
Brackenbury signified Ida readiness

In the most liecotuitig terms, and after
they had drunk a glasa or two of wine
the colonel gave each of them a Ion del
revolver, and the three mounted Into
the cab and drove off for the address
la question.

utter a profound sigii, as though, his J

mind was loaded with a gnnt anxiety .

ami bis nerves already fatigued with
the jnk ou which hfi was engaged.

Fur perhaps an hour the hansoms
kept arriving with" such frequency that
Mr.' Morris hod to receive a new guest
for every old ono that he sent away,
and the company .preserved ita number
undiminished,. But toward the end o'
that iLuf! tho arrivals grew few and far
between trnd nt length ceased entirely,
whilo-th- e process of elimination waa
cnntiuiifd t ith . unimpaired activity.
The thawing room began to look emp-
ty, the ba vii rut was discontinued for
lack of a banker, more than one person
said good nfght of his own accord ui.l
was suffered to depart without expos
tulation nnd In. tbe meanwhile Mr.
Morris In ogreeablo atten-
tions to those who stayed behind.- - lie
went from group to group aud from
person to peiwua with looka of the
readiest sympathy and tlie most perti-
nent and pleasing talk. He was not so
much like a host as like a hostess, and
there wns'a feminine coquetry a ml co:v
dcscvRslmi In his mamierwhlch charm-
ed the hearts of nil.

As the guests grew thinner Lieuten-
ant, Ulch sti '.llctl for a moment out of
the drawing room into tbe hull lu quest
iif fresher air; Hut he bad no soou'.r
passed the threshold of the nntecbai't-i- .

than lit) wus brought to a dead
Jiull l.y u discovery of the most sur-
prising '

tintuiv.. The flowering slirubs
hail tllsapiM-nret- l from the staircase.
'f litax ' fllrnltiil-- stotut

i.. The ervnt
were busy dismantling the house iipo,.
nil idc,i, mid come of them laid al
ready tfop.ned their grenteouts and
were preimrlng to d xirt It wns like
the end of a country luill. where every-
thing ius bceu suiplied by contract,
lirackctitiury had Indeed some uinttrr
for reltectloii. ' First, tha guests. rbo
wre I guests after all, bad been
dismissed, and now the servants, who
could Laidlv be ireiuiine servants. Were !

actively disiiersing.
"Wus tlu' wholo exliilillsliuient a

sham,' ho asked himself, "the mush-
room of 11 single night, which should
dlsnpiieur before morning T'. '

Winching a favorablo opixirtunity,
Iriickeuhury dashed upstairs to ' tun
higher regions of tho house.' It waa as
be Und expected.' He ran from room to
room and saw not a stk-- of furniture
nor eo much as n picture on the walls.
Although tlw house bad beeu painted
und papered, it was uot ouly unlaliab-He- d

at present, but plainly lind ucver
ticeii' Inhabited nt nil.- - The young off-

icer reiiu'UihiTed with astoulsliment its
spacious, set lied and hospitable air on
hla arrival. It was only at a prodigotts
cost that the ImiMiHtnre could , have
bei-- i carried oirt uion so great a scale.
. Wltiv then,. was Mr. Morris? What
was his intention in thus playing the
buuscliulilf r for a siugle nlgtit in. the
remote wetst of And why did
he colhxt bis visitors at hazard from
the' streets?'

ItrMekoiilmry remeuibrred that he bad
already delayed too long, aud hastened
to Jolu tlie company. Many hud left
during his ulim-nce- , nud, counting the
lieutenant and his host, there were uot
mors thnn tlvo perrons In tbe drawing
room, recently so thronged. XI n. Morris
greeted biui us he the apart-
ment with n' smile and Immediately '.

rose to Ills feet.
Tt Is now time,' gentlemen," said he.

"to cxilaiu my piiriMiso in decoying
you from your amusements. I trust you
did not find tha evening hang very
dully on your hand, but my object, I
will 'confess It, was not to entertain
your leisure, but to help myself In an
unfvrtuuiito necessity. Vou aro all

Your appearance does you
that much justice, and I ask for no
better security. Hence I speak It
without' concealment. I ask you to
rentliT iim a dangerous and delicate
service dangerous because you may
run the hazard of your lives, and dell
cnte liecnuse t must ask nn absolute
discretion upon' all 1 that you shall
aoe or hear. Krom an utter stranger
tho rctjucfct Is almost comically extrav
agant. I am well aware of this, ami 1

would odd at once If there be any one
prvsent. wJio has : heard enough, if
there le oec.ntriuug tbe party wbo re
coilx from a dangerous e ami
n piece of ouixotic deyotion to be
knows --tiot Vholii, her is my band
rrntly1, nnVl I sluill wish him gwd nlput
aud godsrieed with nil the sinc.rity lu
tbe wuiltl." ... : - , .

A very tall, lilack'man, with a heavy
stoop, immediately responded to this
appeal. ',- "

"I coiriinend yonr frankness, sir," I

said he, "noil., fur uiy Nirt, I go. I
make no rctlcctions, but I cannot deny
that you lili me with suspicious
thoughts. I go niyselfi as I say, and
perhaps yon will think I hare no right
to add words to my example,' .

"On the contrary," replied Mr. Mor-

ris, "I am obliged to you for all yon
say. It would lie tinptwmlhle to exag-
gerate the gravity of my proKisal."

"Well, gentlemen, wunt do you sayT
aid tbe tall wan, adilrcsKiiig tbe oth-

ers. "We have luid our evening's frol-
ic. Shall we nil go homeward peace-
ably In rt body? Ynn wilt think well
of my ftruigrstkin In the morning when
you see tbe sun again In innocence and
safety."

The sjieaker announced tbe last
words with bu Intonation which added
to their force, and his face
singular expression, full of gravity and
significance. Another of the company
rose hastily 'aud, with some appear-
ance of 'alarm, prepared to take his
leate.'" There were only two wbo. held
their ground. Itrackenhury and an old
red MMmd cavalry major. Rut these
two preserved S nouchaluut demeanor
and, beyond lnk of Intelligence
which they rapidly exchanged, a ptx-are-

entirely foreign to tlte discussion that
had Just been term ian ted.
. Ut, Morris conducted the deserter!
aa far as the d-- which he cksied
upon their heels. Then be ranted

sum pt nous achrniea that led Mm to this
Moody and unnatnrul death? Ah, Florid
aei when will you learn tbe discretion
tbat suits mortal life and be uo longer
dazzled- - with the image of power at
your disposal? Power!" becrhd. "Who
la. more powerless? I look upon this
young man whom I have sucriticed. air.
ricuddauiorc, and feel how small a
thing It la to be a prince."

Silas was moved at the sight of' his
emotion. lie tried to murmur some
consolatory words and bunt iirtotears.
Tbe prince, touched by bis obvious

came up to him and took hlra
by the hand.

Command yourself," said he, I "We
hare both much to learn, ami wvWhall
ttotb be better tuen for today's! meet- -

liiir n I

Silas thanked him in silence (with an
affectionate look, .

'

"Write me the address of tYr. .Noel
ou this pice of paper," courlmicifi the
prince, leitdtng bim towunh) the tuSiIe,
"and let me recommend ouwhtik you
are again lu Paris to avoid the society
of that dangerous man. lite bus
in this matter on a genet oils innpliu- -

tlon; that I must believe.' IIud.be been
privy to young Ueruldiui'i detiQi he
would never havo disiUcl-- the fiotry
to tbe care of the nctiwl.crwiliral."

"The actual crlmlnall'repcated Silas
in asioniHbnieut.

"Even so," returnedthe prlucc. "This
letter which the disptidtiou of AJralgbty
Providence bus so tSraeigcly liHivered
Into my hand waa tsddresxcd to no leMa
a peraon thau the criminal hiimilf, tbe
Infamous president of the SulctuV club.
Seek to pry no further'ln these perilous
affairs, but content yvnirself witbyour
own miraculous escape aud leuv.C this

OBSEKVED TlIE SEUVAST.e

UuiiMt ut once. I have itreMHiiig utTaiis $

aud must arrange at once, about this
poor clay, which was so lately nfcnllent
and handsome youth." -

Sllaa took a grateful nnd submissive
leave of Prince Plorlzel, but he lin-
gered In Box court until'lw savr him
depart In a splendid carriage on s visit

Colonel Henderson of tiro police. Ec-p-u

oilcan as he was, the (young Ameri-
can took off bis bat with nlmort a sen
timent or devotion to th retreating car
rlage. Aud the same night hv sturted

rail on his return tr, Parts,
Here, observes ny Aratsiaiuaulbor. Is

end of "The Story of the Physi-
cian aud tho Saratoga. Trunk.") Omit-
ting' some n tlecfions ou the ifiwer of
Providence highly pertinent Inthe orig-
inal, but little suited to our hccldontal
tssto, I shnilonly add thaUMr. Send

more hasmlrendy begun Ao mount tle
ladder of ,'volltlesl fameJ and by last
advices . was the sheriffof his native
town.

&eSVICIl)E
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ytd--d jnturt of tht Han--

torn Cab

IErTEX-N- T BRACKEN
Bl'KY KICH had greai'yVA distinguished himself l:i
one of the lesser Indian

. war, lie It waa who took
t tbe chieftain prisoner

gallantry 4 wa universally applaudeiU
andl whcnheicame hntne prostrated by
anyngty antMTarut and a protracted

waa prepared to wel-

come thel licaitenant as a celebrity of
minor lustier.. But his wss a character
remarka!ktfor unaffected modesty. Ad- - t

venture an a doar to his heart, hut f s
t

at foreian waterina! placerland ra '
Vlglera unt' tbe fame "of htu pk.lt

"I see," thought Brackenbury. "1 nn
In a private guiuhlin ' naloou, and tbe
cabman wr.s a tout." , .

His eye had embraced tbe details,
and bis mind formed tho conclusion
vrhile his host was still bdtding him'
by tbe bund, and to him his looks re
turned from this rapid survey. At u
sit-ou- view Mr. Morris surprised him
still more than on the flrxt. The easy
elegance of his manners, the distinc-
tion, nndaliillty and couMgi tint

upou his features, tinted very ill
jvlth the lieuteimnt's preeviiceptiiHis on
fl.e Mihject of the proprietor of a hcU.
and the tone of 'his ennveixation
aevmed to mark hint out for a man of
lioslUou ami merit. Brackenbury found
ho hid an instinctive liking for hU en-

tertainer, und, tboixs'b be chlded him-
self for the weakness, he was unable
to resist n sort of friendly attraction
fiw Mr. Morris' person ami character.

"I have heard of you. Lieutenant
Ulch," said Mr. Morris, lowering his
tone, "and believe me I am gratitled to
make, your acquaintance. Your looks
accord with the reputation that baa
preceded yon from India. And if yon
will forget fur awhile tbe irregularity
of your presentation in my house I
shall feel it not only nn honor, but a
genuine pleasure besides. A man wbo
mukes a mouthful of barbarian cava-
liers,' he added, with a laugh, "should
uot lie apiHilled by a breach of eti-

quette, however aerloua." ,
And he led him toward the sideboard

and (tressed htm to partake ef some re-

freshment. '.
"I'puji my word." the lieutenant re-

flected, "this is one of the plcaaantcst
fellows, and. I do uot doubt, one of the
most agreeuble societies In London."

lid partook of some champagne,
wlik-1- he found excellent, aud, observ-
ing that many of the company went al-

ready smoking, he lighted one of lift
own Manillas ana strolled up to tlie
roulette board, where ho sometimes
made a stake nnd sometimes looked
emillpgly ou the fortune of others. It
was while he was thus Idling that he
became aware of a sharp scrutiny to
which tbe whole of the gnests were
subjected. Mr. Morris went here and
there, ostensibly busied on hospitable
concerns, but he had ever a shrewd
glance at disposal. Not a man of the
party escaped his sudden, searching
kmka. Ho took stock-o- f t Iilm bearing of
heavy losers, he valued tlitiamoiint of
the tjtnkea, be paused behind couples
who were deep In eonversatkin, and, In
a word, there was haruiy a cnaraeieris-tl- e

of any one present tint he sorincd
to catch and wake a note of It. Brack-enbnr- y

began to wonder if this were
Indeed a gambling hell; It bad so. much
tbe air of a private Inqulaltiou. lie
followed Mr. Morrle In all his move-
ments, and, although the man bad a
reudy smile, he seemed to perceive, aa
It were under a mask, a haggard, can-wo- rn

and preoccupied spirit. The fel-

lows around him laughtd and made
their game, but llrackenbury had lost
Interest In the guests.

"Tbla Morris," thought he, "is no
Idler tn the room. Some deep purpose
Inspires him. Let It be mine to fathom
it." '

Now and then Mr. Morris would call
one of bis visitors aside, and after a
brief colloquy In an anteroom he would
return alone, and the visitor In ques-

tion reappeared no more. After a cer-

tain number of reiietltions this per-

formance excited Urackeubury'a curi-
osity to a high degree. He determined
to be at the bottom of this minor mys-

tery at once, and, strolling' Into the
outeroom, found a deep window tfwM
concealed by curtains of the fashion-
able green. Here he hurriedly

himself, nor had he to wait'
long before tbe sound of steps nud
voices drew ncsr htm from the prin-
cipal npartmejiL Peering through the
division, he saw Mr. Morris escortiua

fat and ruddy personage, wltb some
what thp look of a commercial travel-
er, whom Brackenbury had alrendy.re-marke- d

for his coarse laugh ana un
derbred behavior at the table. The
pair baited Immediately before the
window, so that Brackenbury lost not
a wonl of the following discourse! "

"I beg you a thousand pardons, " be-

gan Mr. Morris, with the most con
ciliatory manner, "nnd If I npiwar rude
I am sure you will roiullly forgive me.
In a plnce so great as London accidents
must eoutlnually hnppen, and the best
that we can bojie Is to remedy them
with aa smnll delay as possible. I will
not deny that I fear yon have made a
mistake and honored my poor house
by Inadvertence, for, to speak openly.
I Cannot at all remember your appenr- -

ance. Let me put tbe question wttnoui
unnecessary circumlocution between
gentlemen of honor a word will sulnVc

under whose roof do you suppose
yourself to bef

"That of Mr. Morris," srpllcd the oth
er, with a prodigious display of confu-
sion, which had been visibly growing
npon bim throughout the last few
words. ,

Mr. John or Mr. Jnmea Morris?" in
quired the host. "

I renlly cannot tell yon," returned
the unfortunate guest. ! am not per
sonally acquainted with the gentleman
any more titan I am with yourself."

"I see." said Mr. Morris. "There is su--

elher person of the same name farther
down the street,' and I nave no dcub!

round, disckwlng a coimtennnce of
wlueted. relief and animation, aud ad- -

dressed the two otflcers as follows:
"I have chosen my men like Joshua

in the nibk" sold Mr. Morris, "and
1 now believe I have tbe pick-o- f Loo-So-

Yur appearam-- . pleased my
hansoui cabmen; then It delighted
me. I have watched, your behavior to
a atrange company and under the most
unusuul cmnnmiuucvs. I nave suioieo
l,ow f )l"ed 'd how J"0 y"r
losses, lastly, 1 have put you to the
test of a staggeriug announcement, aud
you received It like, an invitation to
dinner. It is uot for nothing," h
cried,, "that I have been for yeara the
companion and the pupil of the bravest
nnd wisest potentate in Europe."

"At the affair of IJunderchung." o&

served the major, "I asked for twelve
volunteers," and every trooper In the
ranks replied to" my uppenl. But s
gaming party I i 4'ie same thing aa
a regiment uii.ni- Vxi may be
pleased, I sup nine, to l.a..- i.nnd two,
and two who will not fail you at a
push. As for' the pair wbo run away,
I count them among the most pitiful
bounds 1 ever met with. Lieutenant
Itlch," lie added, addressing Bracken-
bury, "I have heard much of you of
lute, and I cannot doubt but you have
also heard of me. I am Major
O'Rooke."

And the veteran tendered, bia hand,
which was red. and tremulous, to tho
young lieutenant.

"Who baa not?" answered Bracken-
bury. , .

"When this little matter Is settled."
said Mr. Morris, "you will Ihhik i have
sufllcleiitly rewarded you, for I could
offer neltlier a 'mure valuable service
than to make him acquainted with the
other." "

"Ami now," said Major O'ltooke, "Is
It a dimr . . V: .

"A duel after a fashion." replied Mr.
Morris, "a duel with unknown and dan-
gerous enemies, nnd. as I gravely fear,
a duel to the death. I must ask yon."
bo continued, "to call me Morris no.
Jonger; call me. If you please. IlnmmfV-smlt-

My real name, as well as that
of another person to wtiom I hope to
present you before long, you will grati-
fy me by not asking and not seeking
to discover for yourselves. Three days
ago the person of whom 1 speak disap-
peared suddenly from home, and until
this morning I received no hint of bit
situs Hon. You .will fancy my alarm
when I tell you that he la engaged
Upon a work of prlrute Justice. Bound
by an unhappy oath, too tightly sworn,
he Onda It necessary without tbe help
of law to rid the earth of an insidious
and bloody villain. Already two of our
friends, and one of them my own born
brother, have jierinlied In tbe enter-
prise., lie himself, or I am much de-

ceived. Is tnkeu In tho same fatal
tolls. But at least be still Uvea and
still as this billet sufficiently
proves," , ;

And tbe speaker, no other than Colo-

nel Geraldine, proffered a letter, thus
conceived: -

Major Hammersmith On Wttlnesdsy at
a. m. jrou will be miiled by tha smnll

door to ths garden of ftochvster House,
Kegent's psrk. by u nun who Is entirely
tn my Interest I must request you not to
fail m. by a second. Tray bring- - my esse
ef swords snd. If you can find them, one
or two irentlsmen of conduct and discre-
tion to whom riy person Is unknown. My
nsms must not be used in this affair. ,

. . T. UODALU
"From bis wisdom alone. If be had

no other title." pursued Colonel Cor-aldlu- e

when tbe others had each satis-fle- d

his curiosity, "my friend Is a man
whose dlrectious should implicitly be
followed. I need not tell you. therefonv
that I bare nut so much as visited the
ucUhWbood of Rochester House, and
that I am still aa wholly In the dark
as cither of yourselves aa to the nature
of my friend's dilemma. I lietook my-

self aa aoon aa I bad received this or-

der to a furnishing contractor, and In a
few hours tbe bouse in which we now
are b,ad assumed its late air of festival
My scheme waa at least original, and I
am far from regretting an action which
has procured me the services of Major
O'ilooke aud Lieutenant Brackenbury
Ulch. But the residents In tbe street
will have a strange awakening. Tba
house which this evening waa full of
lights and visitors they will find unin-
habited and for sale tomorrow morn-
ing. Thus even the most aerloua' Co-
ncern," added the colonel, "hare s
merry aide." "

"And let tia add a merry ending."
said Brackenbury,


