
fnitlsiuj cri.C eacli man bud known I, Issoued In a chemist's .hop. That was
one of the least rich, out of tbo least

"

GASTOli

replying that Ceialdiuo grew" alarmed.
- "You can net mean to return," be
aid. "You have suffered too much and

seen to much horror already. Th
duties uf jour high pesitlou forbid the
rejM'tltlon of the huzurd."

"Tur Is much In wbut you say,"
replied Trine liorUeL "and I am not
altagctber pleased with my own de-
termination. Alus, In the clothes of tha
greatest potentate what Is there but
man? I never felt n.y weakuesa uior

cutely than Uow, lieruldiue, but It la
stronger than 1. Cau 1 cease to In-

terest myself In the fortunes of the
nnhappy young man who supped wltb
us some hour ago? Can 1 Wave lb

I. ? uV ISS-J-f

"Lbv,"
STEVENSON

card. . Notirrr.fvrr oce lies tiitNl. and
souicUtiies youi wcu!il Ski u plajcr's fin
gers ktriu'.-l- uaa- -, t!mn once bcfuie
ho couUi t.irriujver thi momentous
ci iusieiH uru. .i iue prmci titni
drev.- - nearer lie wus cunscior of .a
growing tiid iilinoat siiffoc;!tliu CXoUf-meu-

but be had somewhat uf the kuui
bler'a nature and nin:(
with astonishment thut. there was a de
gree of pleasure la his keiis.-itions- . The
nine of clubs fell to ubi lot. the three of
spades was dealt to OcruMlue au.J the
queen of hearts to Mr. Martin:, who
was nimble to suppress a ob of rclitf.
The young man of the cream tart al-

most Immediately afterward fJrned
over the see of clubs and remained fro
eu with horror, the card. Mill resting

on bis finger.- - He had net come there
to kill, but to be kll'wl. and tl prince
in his generous sympathy witn LS po-
sition almost forgot the peril th.it still
bung over himself and bis friend. "

The dcui wa coining round r gu In.
and still death's card hud not come out.
The players held their respiration aud
only breathed by gasps. The prlnTu re-

ceived another club, Ueraldluv bud, a
diamond, but whfu Mr. Malthus turned
up bis curd a horrible noise, like that
of something breaklnV. Issued from bla
mouth, nnd be roue from his scat eud
sat dowu agulu. with no sign uf hi
paralysis. It was the uce cf spades.
The bonorftry memlier had trilled once
too ofion with liis tcrr-r- s.

f'onverttlo! Xttiiav 'ut asnln almost
at once. The player relaxed their rl
Id attitudes and began to rise from the
table uud stroll hack by twosaud threes
Into the smoking room. The president
stretched his arms and vhwukI, like a
i.ium wIm has tfntslied his ihiy'a work.
U"t.Mr. Malthus sot In his place, with
his head In bis haiius and his bunds

t lie table, drunk and iiiotionli Ls. a
thing stricken down. ' '

Tlt prince and Ccrnldlne made thei'r
ecuie at. ueca In the tuld night c.r
theu; hia ror of what they hud witnessiu.
wasr.!oul,l. (U

"Al.is." .ileJ the prince, "to be
bound an oath In such' a mntter; t
allow this wholesale trado in inurder
to be continued with protlt and-- Impi;
nltyl If I but dared to forfeit my
pledge!"

Thiit Is liiiposslble for your high-ne.-

replied the colonel, "whose hon-O-

Is the honor of Itobeuiia, but I dare.
nd may with propriety, forfeit miiie."
"Uoraldine." ald the prince, "if your

honor suffers In any of the adventured
into which you follow me, not only will
I nerer pardon you, but what I be
ileve will much more sensibly affect
ion I shall never forgive myself."

"f receive. your highness' commands,"
repliLd the colonel. "Shall we go from
:his aeeumsl spot?"
' "Yes," said 1he prince. "Call a can,
lu heaven's ua nia, uud let me try to
forget lu slumber the memory of this
uiglit's disgrace."

Hut It was noticeable that be care-
fully rend the iisme of tbe court before
he Ut It

1 lie nct morning, as soon as tbe
jiince w;is cttiTlng, Colonel Geraldluv
brought-hi- a daily newspaper, with

." I'u.i.ii.uyu mui.cv.
Acoldent. This mornlnc,

bout 1 o'clock, Mr. I'arlh,,!,,n... A ..'
thus of IS Chepstow plac WMtbourne
Orove, on his way borne from a party at
friend's house fc!l over the upper parapet

If WAS TUK ACU

In Tratalur stiuars. frACturlna Ms skull
cnil Lr.rthii. it trg anj an arm IVjt.l
Hut tnaiant4tOuft. Mr. Maithu; aceun.-anle- it

t)r a friend, was engftftfd In look-I- n

for a cab ai th tims of tn oi fortu-os- t
occu-Tcnc- -. Aa air. Ualthu-- w

pdralylh' ll ta thouuhl UM bit fa IK l..rhavt tiren oornatunri.1 by snotlir 1
Yha unhapvy gc'nlleman mm wall known

tha moat reseeetable Hrr!-- . and hi.
Iocs Mil h wMi ly anj deeply 1plored.

"If ever a soul went straight to bt il" tli
Raid Clerakliue solemnly, "it was tliut
paralvtle man!"-

.- '

The prince burled his face la b!s so
hands and remained silent.

VI au iiinn t rejoioe.1," continued tbo
Colonel, "to kuow that be Is death H.it
tor owr young friend of the creuui
turts I confess my heart bleeds.";

"ijernldiiie," said the prince, rafsifi.ir
bis fiu-e-, "flint unhappy l.id Wi.a hut of
tilgbt as Innocent us you and I are, nnd
this moruiug the guilt of hi od Is on li )
n.ul. Wli. ii I think of tl.e pr. jid. ht,
my heart frowg sick within me. I do

t: know huw it shall be doue, t ut t
stull hne tliat seuuiidit-- st luy mercy

there I n 1.11 in heaven. WBst an
experience, whnt lesxoa. was that
k.iuie of nirdi!" -

"One." wild the coloiwl. tever to be
repeated." Y -

1 lie prince rcmslned so long without ,

racy, of his notions; but, then, bow
simple, and how safe

"You astound me," auid the colonel.
"Was that unfortunate gentlcoiau out
of the" he was about to say "vic-
tims," but. bethinking himself iu time,
he substituted "members of the .club?"

Iu the Bum flush of thought It oc
curred to him that Mr. Malthus blui
self bad cot at all spoken In tbe ton
of one wno is In love wltb death, aud
be added hurriedly:

"liut I perceive I am stfll In the dark.
You sjieak of shuttling uud dealing.
l'ray, for what end?. And. .since you
seem rather unwilling to die than oth-
erwise, 1 must own that I cau not con-

ceive what brings you here at all." -

"You say truly that you are in tbe
dark," replied Mr. Malthus. with more
animation. "Why, my dear sir, this
club Is the temple of Intoxication. If
my enfeebled bealtb could support the
excitement more often, you uiuy depend
upou It I should be more ofteu here.
It requires all the sense of. duty en-

gendered by a long habit of ill health
and careful regimen to keep me from
excess lu this, which Is, I may say, my
last dissipation. I have tried them all.
sir," he went on,, laying hi band ou
Ueraldine's arm, "all, without excep-
tion, and I declare to you, upon my
honor, there Is not one of them that
has not been grossly and untruthfully
overrated. People tride with love. Now,
I deny that love Is strong passion.
Fear is the strong passion. It is with
fear that you must trldo If you wish
to taste the Inteusest joys of living.
Envy me envy me, sir," he added.
with chuckle, "I am a coward!"

(,'craldine could ' scarcely repress a
movement of repulsion for thh deplora-
ble wretch, but be commanded himself
with an effort and coutluued bis In-

quiries, f ,

"How, sir," he asked, '."to the excite-
ment so artfully prolonged, "and where
Is there any element of uncertainty?"

"I must tell, yon how the victim for
every evening Is selected," returned
Mr. Malthua, "and not only tha victim,
but another member, who ta to lie the
instrument in tbe club's bands aud
death's high priest for that occasion."

"Heavens!" saul the colonel "Do
they then kill each other?"

, "Tbe trouble of suicide Is removed lu
that way," returned Maithus. with a

"Merciful heavens!" ejaculated t! t
colonel. "And may you may I may
t!ie my friend, I mean may auy of (

:3 be pitched upon this evening as the
layer of another man's body and

spirit? Can such things be poa
eiblo among men l.oru of women? Oil.
Infamy of Infamies!"

nc was iihont to rise In his horror
when he ciiulit the prince's eye. It
was fixeft upon him from across the
room with a frowning and angry stare.
In n moim-u- t Oeraldiue recovered Ms
composure.
' "After all," be added, "why Bot
Aud since you any the game la Inter-
esting, vogue lu galere I follow the
club!

Mr Malthus had keenly enjoyed the
."ulonel's" amazement abd" disgust. He
.!.! t!, . .nil. r.t l,.to.ln... !

y.v.u or "
way to a generous movemeni wmie U ;

ft It himself iu hi entire corruption
to such emotions.

"You now, after your first moment of
surprise," said he, "are In a position to
appreciate tbe delight of our society.
You can see bow It combines tbe ex
citement of a gaming table, a duel aud
a Uoiuan amphitheater. Tbe pagans
lld well euough-- 1 cordially admire
(lie refinement of their minds but It
aus been reserved for a Christian coun
try to attalu this extreme, this quintes-
sence, this ul solute poignancy. You
will understand bow vspld are all
amusements to a man who has ac-

quired a taste for this one. The gam
wo play," he continued, "Is one of ex
treme simplicity. A full pack but 1

icrcelve you are about to see the thing
in prof less. Will you lend me the be!p
uf your arm? I am, unfortunately, par-
alysed."

I ml, I'd just a Mr. Malthus was be
ginning bis !estTlptlon another pair
of folding doors was thrown open, and
ihe whole club began to pass, not with
out some hurry, - Into tbe adjoining
room. It was similar In every respect
to the one from which It was entered,
but somewhat differently furnished.
The center was occupied by a long
green table, at which the president a&t
sliutiling a peck of cards with great
particularity. Eveu with the stick aud
the colonel's arm Mr. Malthus walked
with so much difficulty that every out
was seated before this pair and the
prince, who bad waited for them, u
tered the aNiitmeiit. aud lu con se
quence the three took seats close to
gether at the lower eud of tbe board.

It is a ick of fifty-two,- " whispered
Mr. Malthus. "VA'atclr for the ace of
spades, which Is the sfgn of death, and
the uce of clubs, which designates the
olhYiiil of tlie night. Happy, happy
young men!" he added. "You have
good eyes and can follow the game.
Alus. I cannot tell an ace from a deuce
across the table.

Aud he proceeded to eqwip himself
with a second pair of spectacles.

1 must at least watch the faces," he
- " - .explained. . .

The colonel rapidly Informed tils
friend of all that he bad learned from
the honorary member and of the horri-
ble alternative that hiy Wore them.
I'be prince ws conscious of a deadly
chill nnd a contraction about his heart.
He swallowed with difficulty and look
ed from side to side like a man In a
maze.

One bold stroke." whispered the
colonel, "and we may still escape." In

I'.ut the suggestion recalled the
prince s spirits.

"Silencer said he. "Let ma see that
you can p'"X like a gentleman for auy
stake, however serious." v ,

And he looked about him, once more
to all appearance at bis ease, although
hn heart ru nt thickly, and he was son
eious of fin unpleasant heat li his

broin.. The uieuitier were all erv
pi'iet and Intent. Every one was pale.
but whip so pale as Mr. Malthus. H'
ryes protrmlva His head kept nod
ding Involuntarily upon bis spins. His
h.iiids foiTnd- - their wy one after the
otlier t" bis mouth, where they made
clutclies nt lis tremulous and ashew
lips. .It was plain that the honorary
member elilnyed his membership on a
sYry' startling terms.

ArteiiJ.n. gentlemen r said tbe pres
ident . - .

And he slowly ric ring tbe csrvls
aUiut the table In tbe reverse direction.
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Nig his
"I could Dot bear," aaid this remark

able suicide, "to be descended from
ape."

Altogether the prince wn disappoint-
ed by tbe bearing and conversation of
tbe member.

"It does not seem to me," tie thought,
"a matter for s much disturbance. If
a man ba made up bis nil ml to kill
himself, let blui do it. In Cod's name.
ike a gentleman. This flutter and bit;

l i Ik Is out of place."
In the meanwhile Colonel Geraldlne

was a prey to the blackest appreheu-lion- .

The club and Its rules were still a
mystery, and be Kicked round the room
tor some one who should be able to set

his mind at rest. Iu this suivvry hi
eye lighed on tiie para tylir-- person
with the strong pcctuiies, ami, ncing

VOU MUST LEAVB INSTANTLY."

him so exceedingly tranquil, he l.e
ought the president, who wns going lu

and out of the room under a pressure of
euniuess, to present inui to the gcuue- -
Cuan on the divan.

Tbo functionary explaiued the Heed
lessness cf all such formalities within
the club," but nevertheless prestuted
Mr. Hammersmith to Mr. Multbus.

Mr. Malthua looked at tbe colonel cu-

riously aud then requested him to take
a seat upou bis right.

"You are a newcomer," lie said, "aud
wish Information. You have come to
the proper sonrve. It Is two years since
I first visited this charming club."

The colonel breathed again. If Mr.
Malthus bad frequented the place for
two years, there could be little danger
for the prince lu a single evening. Hi'f
Geraldine Was none the less astonished
and began to "suspect a mystification.

"Yhut!" cried he. "Two years!
thoughtbut Indeed 1 see I have been
made the subject of a pleasantry."

"By no means," replied Mr. Malthua
mildly. "My case Is peculiar. I am not,
properly speaking, a sulci. le at all, but,
as It were, an honorary member. I

rarely visit the club twice In two
months. My lutirmity and the kindness
of the president nave procured me these
little immunities, for w hich, besides, 1

pay at on advanced rate. Even us It
Is, my luck has leeu extraordinary."

"I Hill afraid." said the colonel, "that
I must ask you to le more explicit Vort
niiftt remember that I am still most Im
perfectly acquainted with the rules of
the club." - -

An ordinary memlier who comes
here In search of death, like yourself,"
replied the paralytic, "returns every
evening u: t!l fortune favors him. He
cau even, if be Is penniless, get Ixiard
and lodging from the president: very
fair, I believe, and clean. nllhoii',-!i- . of
course, not luxurious. That could hard
ly lie, considering the exiguity. If"l may
so express myself, of the sohscriptiou.
And then the president's comp.iny is a

delicacy in it if."
"Indeed." cried t.Vriililiuc. "he had

not greatly pr. ossessed me!"
"Ah!'' wild Mr. Mullliu. "You do

not know the man-th- e drollest fellow !

What stories, vt hat cynicism! He knows
life to admiration, aud, between ur.r
selves. Is pr.jlably the unt corrupt
rogue In Christendom."

"And he also." asked the colonel, "is
a permanency, like yourself. If I may
ray so with: lit odVnse':"

"Indeed be Is a permanency In a very
different sense from me," replied Mr
Malthua. "I have been gracUmsly spar
cd. but I must goat last. Now, be nev-

er plays. He shuttles and deuU for the
club ami make tbe necessary arrange
incuts. That man. my dear Mr. Ham
meismlth. Is the very soul of ingenuity.
For three years he lias pursued in l.on
don bis useful and, I think I may hM,
bis artistic calling, and not so nun h a

w hisper of suspicion has been on. e

aroused. I believe him myself to be In
spired. You doubtless remember the
celebrated rase six months ago of the
gentleman who was accidentullv ihI- -
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baud." Tbe excitement as h begaA tits
fourth distribution was overwhelming.
There were Just cards enough to go
one more entirely round. The prLaca,
who sat aecoud from the dealer's loft.
would receive, in tha reverse mod of
deallug practiced at tke club, tha sec-
ond last card. Tbe third player turned
op a black ace; It was tbe ace of clubs.
The next received a diamond, tbe next
a heart, and so on, but th ac of spades
was still undelivered. At last Gerald-
ine, wbo sat upon the prince's left.
turned bis card. It was aa ace, but
tha ace of heart.

When Prince Florliel aaw Ida fata
upon th table In front of bla. bit
heart stood still. He was a brave man.
but tha sweat poured off bis face.
There were exactly fifty chances out
of a hundred that he was doomed. U
reversed tbo card; It was tha aca of
spadea. A loud roaring filled his brain,
snd th table m ji.i before bis tys.
Hs beard tbe p!.i. ei on UN rlbt break
into a fit of laughter ti.a: -- ounded be
tween mirth and disappointment. Ba
aaw th company rapidly dispersing,
but bis mind was full of other thoughts.
lis recognised bow foolish, bow crlio--
lual. bad been bis conduct. In oerfect
nealth, In the prime of bis years, th
belr to a throne, be bad gambled awa
bis future and that of a brava loyal
country. "God," ba cried. "Ood for
give me!" And wltb that the eonfu.

ion of bl sense passed away, and be
regained bis self possession In a mo-
ment.

To bis surprise Geraldine had disap
peared. There was no one In tha card-roo-

bnt his destined butcher consult
ing wltb tbe president, and tha young
man of tbe cream tarts, who slipped
Jit to the prince and whispered In his
ear:

I would glv a million. If I had It
fee your luck."

HI hlghuess could not help reflect
ing ss tbe young man departed that ha
would have sold bis opportunity for a
much more moderate sum.

Tbe whlsiered coufereuce now cam
to an end. The bolder of tb ao of
clubs left the room wltb a took of In
telligence, and tb president, approach- -

lug the unfortunate prkica, prdfferatf
him bis band.

"I am pleased to bar met you, sir,"
said be, "and pleased to bar bea to

position to do you this trifling serv-
ice. At lesst you cannot complaui of
delay. On tbe second evening what
stroke of luck!"

The prince endeavored In vala to ar
ticulate aometbiug In response, but his
mouth wss dry and bis tougu seemed
paralysed.

Too feel a little alckiabr asked tha
president, wltb some show of solici-
tude. "Most gentlemen d Wilt yea
sake a little brandy?"

1 be prince signified In th affirma
tive, and the other Immediately poured
some of tbe spirit Into a tumbler.

Il'oor old Malthy!" ejaculated tha
president as the prince drained tha I

glass. "He drank near upon a Dint
and little enough good It seemed to do

mora amenable to treatment"
tbe prince, a good deal revived.

am my own man again at onca, aa
perceive. And so, let me ask yoa.

what are my dlrevtluor
"You will proceed along th Htraod.
tb direction of tbe city, and en tha

band pavement, until you meet tba
gentleman who has just left th room.

will continue your Instructions and
him you will have the kindness to obey
-t-he authority of tb club ta rested la

person for tbe night And now."
added tbe president "I wish yoa
pleasant walk."

Florlzel acknowledged tba salutation
ratber awkwardly and took hla ksav.

passed through tb smoking room,
wber tbe bulk of tb player war still
consuming etiampague, sum of which

bad himself ordered aud paid for.
ba was surprised to Ood himself

cursing tbeut lu bla heart U put oa
bat and greatcoat In the cabinet
selected bla umbrella from a cor-ue- v.

Tbe familiarity of these act and
thought that be waa about thasa
the lat time betrayed him lata a

of la i titer which sounded aatea-sntl- y

In bis own ears. U ceocatvad a
reluct no to leave th cabinet aud
turned Inatead to tb window. Tka
tight of th lamp and tba daxkoaa
recalled him to himself.

Tj be Continued.

president to follow hi nefarious career
uu watched? Can I begin an adveucur
so entrancing not follow it to an
eud? No, (Jeraldiue; you ask of th
prince more than the mau la able to
perform. Tonight, ouce more, we tale
our place at the table of the Suicide
club."

Colonel Geraldine fell upon bis '
Knees.

Will your highness take my life?"
be cried. s"It is his bis freely. But do
not, oh, "do not, let him ask ma to
countenance so terrible a riakr

Volonel tleraldine," replied th
priuce. with soma haughtiness of man
ner, "your life 1 absolutely your own.
I ouly looked for obedience, and when
that is unwillingly rendered I aball
look for that no longer. 1 add one
word. Your Importunity In this affaii
baa been snfflclcnt."

Tbe master of the horse regained bl
feet at once. , .

"Your highness," he said, "may I
be excused in my attendance this aft
ernoon? I dare not aa an honorable
luun venture a second time Into that
fa tnl bouse until I have erfectly or
dered my affairs. Your highness shull
meet. I promise blui, wltb no more
opposition from the most devoted aud
jrateful of bla servants."

"My dear Geraldine," returned Prlnc
Florlzel, 'I alwaya regret when you
oblige ma to remember my rank. Dis
pose of your day as you think fit, but
be hero before 11 In tbe same dls- -
gul

Tbe club on this second evening was
not so fully attended, and when Ger-
aldine and tbe prince arrived there
were not above half a dozen persons In
the smoking room. His highness took
the president aside and congratulated
him warmly ou the demise of Mr. Mal--
lliua.

"I like," he said, "to meet with ca-
pacity,' and certainly find much of It In
you. Your profession Is of a very dell
cale nature, but 1 see you are well
qualified to conduct It wltb success and
secrecy.'
t Tlu' prefdnnt was somewhat affertea
by these compliments from one of hU
highness' suiicrlor bearing. He ac
knowledged them almost with bumtl
it.

'Poor Ma It by!" be added. "I shall
hardly know' the club without uiin.
The most of my patrons are boys, sir,
and poetical boys, who are uot much
company for me. Not but what Mai
toy nau some poetry, too, but It wns
of a kind that I could understand.

''I cau readily Imagine you should
flnd yourself In sympathy wltb Mr.
Malthus," returned the prince. "He
struck me ss a inun of a very original
disposition,

a
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'1 he young man of the cream tarts
wns in the room, but painfully tie
pressed nnd silent. Ills late compaii In

Vns sought In vain d him into left
conversation.

"How bitterly I wish," he cried, "thnt H

hod never broiiKht you to this In
fiitnous abode! ltegone while you ar
clean bunded. If you could bave heard bis

old man scream as be fell and the
tioise of hi liones upon the pavement!
Viih me, if you have any kindness tol

fallen a lieing -- wish the nee of
spades for me tonight!" ' lis

A few more member drnped iu ss
the evening went on, but the club did
uot muster more Ibau the devil's dozen he
when they took their places ut the ta and
ble. The prince was agniil conscious

a certain Joy In his aluriim, but lie bis
andwas a(oiiisiiea to see Uetuiillne so

much more self possessed than on the
night liefore. ttie

"It Is iimordliiary tlicuslit tb for
prince, "that a will, made or numadn, fit
should so greatly Influence a
nuui's spirit."

"Attention, gentlemeu! said the pres-
ident, and he began to deal.

Three times the cards went an
srouud tb table, and neither of th
marked rda bad yet fallen, from til

is tiii run meeting?" asked let
jirluce.

"MlddllDg." said the president. "By
the way." be sdded. "If you bav an
money It U usual to offer some cham-
pagne. It keep up a good spirit at, A

U one of luy own little perquisites."
"Hamuiersmltb," said Florlzel. "

tuay leave tbe cbarupagu to you."
And wltb tliat be turned away and

began to co round among tbe guest.
Accustomed to play tbe boat lu the
highest circle, be charmed and domi-

nated all whom be approached. There
win sometbiug at once wluulug aud
authoritative Id hla address, and his
extraordinary coolness gave blui yet
another dUtluctloa In tbis half ma-

niacal society. As be went from one to
another be kept both bla eyea and hi
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ears open and soon began to gala
general Idea of the people among whom
he found himself. Aa lu all other
places of resort, one type predominat-
ed -- people lu the prime of youth, with
every show of Intelligence and sensi-
bility lu their appearance, but with lit-

tle promise of strength or the quality
that make success. Few were much
above thirty, and not a few were still
in their teens. They stood, leaning on
tables and shifting on their feet; some-
times they smoked extraordinarily fast
(ud sometimes they let their cigars go
out; some talked well, but the conver-
sation of others was plainly the result
of nervous tension and was equally
without wit or purport. As each new
bottle of champagne wns opened there
was a uiaulfest Improvement In gayety.
Duty two were seated one In a chair
In the recess of the window, with his
lud hanging and his bands plunged
deep Into his trousers pockets, pale,
visibly niolHt with perspiration, saying
never a word, a very wreck of soul and
body; the other sat on the divan close
by the chimney and attracted notice
ly rf trenchant dissimilarity from all
the rest. He was probably upward of
forty, but be looked fully ten years
older, and Florlzel thought he had
never seen a man more naturally hid
eous nor one more ravaged by disease
nnil ruinous excitements. He was no
more than skin and lone, was partly
piirnlvzrd and wore spectacles of such
imufliinl power that Ills eyes appeared
through the-gr)i- r greatly magnified
and distorted In shape. Except the
prince nud the president, be was tbe
only person- - In the room who preserved
the composure of ordinary life.

There ah little decency among the
members of the clnlv Some boasted of
the disgraceful actions, the conse-
quences of w hich bad reduced them to
seek refuge In death, and the others
listened without dlnpprovaI. There
wr.s a tacit uinlcrtamllng against mor-
al Judgments, and whoever passed the
club doors enjoyed already some of the
Immunities nf the tomb. They drank
to each other's memories and to those
of notable suicides In the past. They .

compared and developed their different
views of death, some declaring that It
was no more than blackness and cessa-
tion, others full of a hope that that
very night tiny should be scaling the
stars and commercing with the mighty
dead.

"To the etirnal memory of Baron
Trroi k. the type of suicides:" cried one.
"He went out of a small cell Into a
smaller that he might come forth again
to freedom."

'Tor my part." said a second, "I
wlh no more than a bandage for my
eyes and cotton for my ears. Only they
hare no cotton thick enough In this
world."

A third was for reading the mysteries
of life In a future state, anj fourth aprofe!cd that he would never have
Joined the club if be had not been lu
duced to believe In Mr. Uarwin.

"I could not bear," said tbis remark- -
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