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LOUIS

8 ol oweting?’ asked ibe
ity ‘

Allddling”™ sald the president. “BY |
the way" be added, “if you bhave any |
woney It is psual to ofor some cham. |
pugne. 1t keeps up 8 good spirit aud I
is one of wmy own Uttle perguisites™

“HamwersmitL" said Florizel
may les iLi# chnmpagope to you.*

,\.r.-] with that he turoed away ann
begau to go round nmong the guests
Accustomed o play the Lost iu the
Lighest clreles, he charmsed and dow!
oated all whom be approached. There

)

wis sometbing at coee winnlog and
aothoritative lo his address, and his |
extraprdinary coolness gave bim yet |
another distivetion i ibis half wa |

niacal soclety. As bhe went from one th
goother he kept both hils eyes and hie
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| ¥ke n gentlemun,
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CRBLHSEPEED

“T coitld not bear,” said this remnrd
sbie sulcide, “10 bx descendad from w0
ape™ g

Altogetler Lhe prince was lsppolut
ed by the bearing and couversation of
the wembers,

“It does Dot seerm to me"" e thouehl
“a watter for se wuch distarbance. If
a tuan bas made gp bis miod fto ki
Llmself, ket bl do It It God's name
This Autter aud big
ik 18 ont of place™

o the weaowbile Colobel Geraldl
was a prey to the T Ay
slons. The club and Its roles were =t a
aystery, and be looked round the roomn
for soine one who should be abile to set
his raind 4t rest.

lighed on the pard Iytie pérson
tindy, sveing

IHacks

with the strong sgectacles,

I'HIS IE A PHIVATE HOUSE,

vars open and soon began to gain a
general les of 1he people among whom
e found himsell. As o all other
pluces of resort, oue type predominst-
od - prople o the prime of youth, with
vvery show of Intelligence and seus)
bality In thelr appearince, but with Lt
the promise of strength or the quality !
thut makes success. Few were much )
bove thirty, and not & few were still
t thelr teens.  They stood, leaning on |
tubdes and shifting on thely feet; soue- |
ties they stcked extraordionrily Cast
gl sotoctintes they It thelr ¢lgarm go

it: some inlked well, but the conver
pntion of others was plainly the result
d nervons tension aod was oqually
wilbont wit or purport As such new

Luttle of chnmpugne wis opened there
a mnnifest uprovement In gayety. |
two wire seuted-ooe In o chalr
In the recess of the window, with his
hond banging apd bis baods plunged
into i trousers pockets, pale
vikihly moelst with perspiration, saying

L

Linly

woep

never & word, a veory wireck of soul and sribdly. ShES Rt I pesiills | s
L yildl : case Is gu iar R
hody; the other sl on the divan close | ll skl bnklll' Il‘*ll le st nll bt
s bl L A bl 1 I, bt
by ThE CRENNEY -GG MITFNCIT  S0tied : Illt \I\ ri An I.li NOAry e ber |
. "e, ohotnr e
by d trenchant dssimilacrhty from all :“: 15~ vints I"“. &lub twice In two
the rest. Heé was probably upward of | °° 1; e By fafemaits : I" i,-.. Hebb b
(FL L a ufry andd The Kinditess
at he oo v e — J
IRy . . wohes- foly  Um_yeaza of the president b ve procured e tlese
oliler, nnd Flovizel thought he had 14} S Rniites. for Wi - . "
it ex for . Dasiyle
never sem 8 oman more paturally hid . ‘t”' '"" o e ‘I' od
b [l dvance ' 1 .
OUs DOr One mare vy .'lL'Nl T-_" Mmoo !I' aplle: [-”I' ': lH | r it 1t rt
d rulnous exciteipents He was no Ay UK nas bwvli il i ]
y z o “4 am afrnid safd t) c0lo thuit
o wrth = Rery S gtmaen 1 £ piin | must nsk you to be slors exp Y o
poralyzsd and wore spectachs of smeh - : . o Ant | s '|. < .
et oot e | niz puvont Ly
LTI - vr that hi Y i 13 [orera e .
l\ .l el S-Syns. Sppenses porfoctly noqualnted with the rules of |
through the - ghieses grently magnitied § ! i -
| distorted in shape. Exeept the | HHE CHHD 1 y .
By I the II'_...‘l_ nt. he was Lhe o :‘" ordi . ¥ " I.}r- .l|h..rl.h . .H...-.I(
wily e n the roomn who preserved | ™ ‘ l'I' “'I ired of '| :..I ...I 1- ¥ Y {
o oy M0 of ardinary lite repliead the parmlytic returns  ©vVeTs
;“ { —— vy amsong the | YVEMINg u fortune favors Lihn e
mei e of ¥ 1 o l|;,.hh.-' of | 80 even, if he Is penniless, g ‘1
1t i el actlons, the conse | 404 lodging from the president ery
e " S ol them o | MR, T bells am] clean. although, o
kK relog feath, aml the others vidrss, not uxur ,.-.u !I-:I.-.u.-.]-’.
e \ ETI T . he iy b s iader thie exlegnil f ma¥
v J U | i hl'”l\l" . 1 _—r the &0 Tiut 2
fa 11 ¢ agalnst mor . g ol
I fuddgn - | whowver passed the | And then the presids i O ¥ i
et p—" endy some of the | Selivacy ! ) .
T ties v tomb.  They drank Tonlped ! 1 Gernh vl
to eavh other emovien and 10 (hose | POU ERenily ) aiaal .
of potahi ! the past.  Theey AT s, M A X
| ] thele Qifferent | MO D filk
1 What v y bt He k
vl declaring that It -- '
e [ to admitrath aml. between oF
s 1ha sCltens and cossg- | Y5 F niruis .
i Lot fuull of hope that '|.||.|'| el s ! - i
! ¥ shit ¢y should be sealing the wl in L i |
i minercing with the mighty | Lad hie alw Le 1 ¢ A
1 | # permanene i a It
I v ternal memory of Raron | ““. so wit it olfens
{ i f let™ crind) one Iodewd | & o peETmal oy
liffercul sense from nw r A}
v of amnll o Into & i t
. " t be 1 : el In ™ A atthus 1 have b gracheasly s
#f that he might come forth agal
Tk \ e bt | inost goat last. N
L 2 T 1 A Mass He shulles gl dogls
" i L s OMml, |
1 p | cluly andd tiakes the necesan -
al R T S or ey Bl e o
' ! oF tay sare  Ondy they ; : .
bam e v Rk roough n ””.". . ' t- ML R -<-I_\ sl ;
orf Ihfee Yodire L Lias pars
warkd i
. | n his geeful apd, | this I
At i wling the mysteries e ) | 2
¢ ey > » = s ArvEstic « g, am { =
of Mfe in M4 8. fenreh 1 whisper of suspicion has be ol
g e oy o i b I aroussd. | bellese Lim myaelf |
ul i f e hind ot been |
SH A : . oy | spired. You duubtiess remm i
duced to belivve nm Mr. Darwin

“1 conld not bear,'” said this remark-)

bl so0 exceodiogiy

ARD YOU MUST LEAVE INSTANTLY.

PriceHpmil,  bie e

sought the presldent, who wius golug Iu
and out of the roomn under & pressure of
Pusiness, O PrescDl wmm o e genlie
wan on the divan

The functionnry exspinined the need
lessuess of wll such formalitles within
the club,” but peveribeless preseoted
Mr. Hawwmersmith to Mr, Malthus

Mr. Multhus looked at the colonel o
rlonsly nind then requestsd him (o ke
a seat upon bis right

“You are a peswcomer,” he sald,
wiah luformation, You lave to
ho proper sotiree. It In two years since
first visited this charm
The colonel breathed again I M
Muolthos Lad frequented the place for
two yeurn, there could be little dunges
for the prince (b o singlé evening. Bo!
viernldine was none the less astonighed
atd begma o suspect o thystiflention

“What!™ erled e “Two years! 1
thought—but Indesd 1 see | bave been
wade the subjeet of o pleesantry.”™

“By no megns’

ol

ng club.*

cilebrated case =X wonths doo of 1l
eentleman who was accidentylly

In this suivery lifs]

[ i

" replied Mr. Maoltlhus |

woped ln a chewist’s sbop, That was
atre uf the least rich, ot of the least
of Lis notions; Lut, then, bow
aupbe, and how safel”
“You astound tece,” sald the paloucl
‘Was thet uoforiunate geitidnan one
the"— be was about to say “vie
b thms,” but, bethiokivg Limgelfl In thoe,
e substituted “members of the club?™
Iu the sajue flosh of thought It o
eorred (o lim that Me, Malibus his-
self had col at all spoken In the tone
of voe woo 18 In love with death, and
e added hwrriedly:
“put | percvive 1 au stiil 1o the dark.
!1. u speak of shofling aod desling
| Pray, for what eyd? And, since you
sovin rather uowilllng to dle than oth
erwise, | wust own that | canuot con
celve what brings you berw at sll”
*You say truly that you are In the
darl.” replied Ar. Malthus, with more
aulmation. “Why, my delr sir, this
clubs t» the temple of Intoxication. If
Wy eufeebled bealth could support the
excitement more often, you way depend
wpon it | sbould be wore often bere.
It requires all the sense of duty ew
| gendered by a long Lablt of il bealth
and enreful regimen to keep me frow
| exovss (o thls, which s, Fmuy say, my
baet dissipation. | bave tried them all,
| sir,” be went on, laying his band ou
Geraldine's arm, “all, witbout excep
| tion, and 1 declare to you, upon iy
bonor, there Is wt one of thew that
bis pot buen grosaly eod uutrathfolly
L overratad, People trile with love. Now,
[ deny that love' is 8 stroug passiosn.
Fear Is the strong passion. 11 is with
fear that you must teifle if you wish
o taste the intensest Joys of living

#

Eary me—veovey me, sir"” be addeld
with a chwokle “latins egward!™

| Geralline could searcely repress o
| muvement of repuision for this deploru- |
ble wreteh, but be commanded bimself |
with an cffort and coutiooed his in-

qulriies. ’ —

“How, sir” he asked, the exchio
ment so artfully _ “apd wheie
i4 there any element of uncertsinty i

‘4 wust tell you bow the victlu for
every evening I8 selecied” returned
Mr. Malthus, “and Sot only the. victim,
but asotlier member, who Is to be the '
instrument ln the club’'s bunds aod !

card. Neuriyoavery ope his tafed, gl
socnediflies oo woall Boe o jliyor s 05
grrs siroul wareathan Sty Ly
he coulld (et wyer (el mer il ows wlo
of pavtebogpd, A8 We foing's s
drese ndurer I Wus  commgien . af. .
growilng sod almoeet suffocttin: oo iy
went, b he Lad somiewbat of 1he gutl
bitr's pature apd  reoogrised ot |
With astouibment et Mure wae o o
gree of plersuro 10 hla sepsitd
nive of clobs fell fo bl Job (be 1he
spurdes wun dealt o Geraldipe aud the |
Yueen of hrarts o0 Me. Maltl
was unally to sufipress o Sob of relie
The youug wan of the erenth tagtieg!- |
most  Lofsediately sfterward tneed |
over the soe of glubs Bud rewsalucd 1o
seu with uorrar, the card el resting |
ot bis Oonger. He bad bet gusue thyo
to k1, LUt 10 be kifled. and the prigice
in bLis gengrous sy mpathy wity 'S po
slun Ghwost forgot the peril that stii

s of

&, Who

LButg over himself and bis friend | ¢laln”
The donl was eoming round aguing ) Colonel Geraldibe feéll wpon his
and silll dénth's curd hnd 6ot vromé ant | knees,

The players beld thelr resplratioo gl
only Deemttiod Ly gasps. The peigee ro- |
celvsd another ¢luby, Gersldine bad o |
dismonl, bt whins Mre Malthus tocsed
up Ll curd n horeilile nolse, Hie ten |
of somthing breakink tesued from bie )
wowth nnd be rose from his seat aml |
it down agale, with no sign of Lis |
parmlysis 12 was e goe oF spodes |
The hongrbsy momber Lud rlfial oonee |
100 ONAH with s tereory !
Canversation Broke cut sgoln almost |
at onee.  The players reluxed thvle rig |
I attitades aoild Begnn to rise fron the |
table s stroll back by twos aod [hrees
Into the smoking roou.  The pregldent !
stretehed Bls armes nad yeswued, ke a |
tan who has fulshied bis dpv's work, |
2ot Mre. Malibos st in bis dace, wigh |
luls bveaaed Tn Dy Wnpcs and Lis bpnds ug
on the Wl dronk amd mollowlcss, o E
thing Ariehen down l
The e ol Gersidine made their |
encapw abopen. o the cald night e
thel bonmr of what they had witiesse.

was rodonbel il
“Alps” <l the prined, "t he
Bonfidd Y o oty Yo suely a Bintier: to

allow i whaolesale trade In aivrden |
to be coutinded with proft ood e

death’s high priest for that oceaslon.™ | mityd If I hot dared to forfoir oy
“Hoavens!” sald the colousl “Do pledge
i
| they then Kill encl other¥ I *That 19 tmpossilile for vour High
- “The tronble of sulcide s removed fo " oo o olika Thie caloned, “wHeaw hois
| that way,” returned Muithas, with o
ol
“Merelful heavens!™ ejaenlnted 1)«
Colonel, “And may you--may |- may

the—my friend, | wean—mny auy of
s b pltehed upon this evenlug as the
| mlayer of another man's body and
b | spirit? Can soch things be pos
| g imong men lorn of woumen? Gl

Jalfimy of infamics!

e was ont to rise n his horror
when De conglit the prinve’s oye. R
| wos Bxo® tpon blw - feom accoss the

Yoo with a fpowning aod nugry sture,

1o n wometst Geraldive recoversd his
SO rosure.

“After all™ he addel, “why pot?
Aud slnee yon say the gnme Is luler
esting, vopue la galere—1 follow the
club! !

Mr Malthus bad keenly enjoged the

solonel's wmnzement dbd dligast. He
aod the voolty of wickedness, and it
pleased kim o see another man give
way Looa geserons movement while he

| febt biosseld lo bis entire corruption su- |
el o such emsotlons, |
i

“You wow, after your first moment of |

wurprise.” said he, “are in @ position to |
appreciate e delighits of our society. |
Vou con see how it combines the ex- |
cliemment of & gamling table, a duel sud
a Rownn suphitheater. The pagans |
P well g1 cordlally admire |
the refinement of thelr minds—but 1t
aus boeen reservnd for a Christian coun- |
Uy to utialo thls extreme, this qointes |

| senice, this alsolute poignaucy, You i
| will understund bow vapld are all |
| atsusements o o man who hay we

| quired a taste for this one. The LT
wo play.” lie contluued, “is obe of ex-
trenne stmplichy. A full pack—but ll
| perceive you ure about to see the thing |
| Iy progress. Wil you lenildl me the belp |
| of your arm? | awm, enfortunatdy, par- |
alvmsl™ i
Iodemd just e Mr. Maltbus was be
Elnning deseription another palr
of Toldipg doors was thrown opén, and
I the whole clob begun to pass, not wilh- |
wt

s

sotne hoery,  lnto  the  adjoining
oot Bt was shsllar In every respect
to the one from whiels It was enllﬂ'ul,'
it somewhat differently  furnished. |
! The couter was ooccupled by a lon;r|
| dreen thble, nt which the president sat
shutiling u prek of cands with great |
particularity. Even with the stick nm.ll

wiel's arme Mr, Malthius walkad
el Jditleulty that every oue

with =0

| was seated lefore this pair and the
privee, who hind walted for thew, eu
| teved the apurtivent, aml o conas
guence the theve ook seats cloge (o
| gethee at the lower el of the board
It s o pack of fiity-two,” whispers)
Mr. Malthoe “Watelr for the ace (If!
s, whileh I the sfgn of death, and
t o of chibis, which designates the |
| otfclal of the night, Happy, happy
VOUNE  HeR be added. “You have
pond oyes amd cin follow the @ame
Vins, | cannot tell an ace from a deoee
; v - -! " ! i':l ’
AL e proceeded to equip hhnself
with il pair of spectncles.
It t nt least watch the faces™ lie
It . . !
M colgtel  rapldly Informed UIST
I frtemd of all that e hed learnsd frum
the hoporary member and of 1he hool |
| Le slternative that lay before (hamn
| The prince was consclous of 4 deadiy
I eldlbnnd a contraction about his beart. |
! He swallowed with difficulty and look :
| ed Prat slile 1o sbde like a man la a |
i moZe.
e bold siroke,! wilspered the |
| colomel, “atd we may still ésenpe” |
Myt the sugeestion  recalled the!
Hiw = apiryis
2l i) e “Lat we soe that
Faan play ke o geolleman for alay
take howevew seMots - 8 & |
Amd fie looked about him, gpnce owgre
to all appearance at hls cqpl nithough

F thiekly, and be was gan |

of nn nipeastnt Beut s bis

I Thr wembors were nll very
joiet abd Intent  Every one was pale
Datl pone 80 pabe s Mre Malthus 1]

erog protended. Wiy hend kept nod- |

Yhog Involastarily upon hils sping, His
Hatls Tonfnd fhelr way oho aftor e )
ther 1o by moutlh, where théey made
fode i bis tremulous and ashew |
i It was pltin rhat (e bhonoraey
ruetpber e o rad 4 memberstiip om |
very wiariliog rue |
TARRt o0 geatemen ™ sald the pres
et |

At he bepan slowly Mm"h“l

about the talie in the reverse direction
e n———

ot It the hehaor of Bobemdn, but | dore, |
andl way. with propriety. Corfelt mine

*Uernldine.” snid the prince, *Iif vour
bodior sullers In any of the adventures
mto which you foilow e, not only will
I pever pardon you, bat—what 1 bes
Heve will mwuch wore sendbly ulfect |
yon—=L shall never forgive mysell”

“f pocrlve. your highness' commands® 1
wplled the eolaned
hils norurded «pot™

“Nos™ sthdd 1l prince
In bUoaven's naine, and let
forgot in slnmber the memory
wlpin's dis

et i wa
fully read e
Be L0t 0t

The uest morning, as soon as the
prinee wos ctlving, Colopel Gernldine
Lrought. kim n dally pewspaper, wih
Lthe followiing parngrapl warked:

Meinnicholy Acoldent, — This morning,
about 1 o'clock, Mr. Bartholomew Mal-
thus of 1§ Uhepetow place. Westhourne
Grove, on his way Lome fram & party at
(riend's bouse fCU] over the upper parapat

“Ehall we go from

“Call a cah,
we Iry 1o
of this

noticenble that Le care
e of the coart before

v

In Tizslalgar =g re. Pratturi;ng Yis Bk
eod Rroaki W bg and an army  Deatn
wis Insta Fapit AMr. Malthus ageon.
patated by @ Crlend, wan sngrmed b Book-
ing f0r @ cad gt the gme of the'n tu |
nute T ks Mr. Malth Waw
pata ¢ by thought that biv Pl
have bLee pocastons h‘ Brciber oellliog . |
The udhapy Eonlisgan was will joowi,
it the Most reoporiahie Mfreles, andl I
brem wmill b widely gnd Jeeply déplurgl

I ever o sonl wend stralght fo Beil)'
mald Combdige solvmnly, it woas that

paralyvile mons® Wish me, If you bave any kindoess Lo

The v inee Dgricd lils Buce I8 Lis| wo fallen n being wish the ace of
fande Al remsine) sleur spaides for we tosight ™

1A o oy pedolond” evntinned the A Tew pwre wembers dropped in es
alonel,  KUGW that be 1s deady Bt the evenlng WeIt on, bat the « il il
e omtr youmg friind of the efenut | WO Muster Wode Lhna e devil's dosen
{afts | mofess Y Leart Lilewds whet they took thelr places et the 1

Goeraldine,” sald the prince. riising | bls Tlie pefoce was aguid consclous
lls facs thet onlappy Lud wol lacl | OFf & certain Joy in his alorms, bat he
olehit ad Inueosntas you and | ar® and | wis astotisled o wee Geraldine so
s snortilng the snill of blood e o Lie | much tore self possesscd than on the
soul. Wl I 1l ol por el mEht el
Wy beart prows s witlin mes | do “It B entnordioary.” thousht the
;..-'. kuow bow It shall v So Gut 1| prines, “that & will, made or anmade,
shall bave that seonudee] of iy Wecoy | Fonld so. greatly Infleence a ~oung
a% thire e o fsod io esvern WSt au | Man's spiedt.
coirience. what o Peslil,, WBs that Atteation, gettlemen™ sald the pres
game of corde®™ Ment, and be legan to Jenl

“Uni witd the coloped, "'"Fh-r to by | Three thwes the canls went all
Fepeatod - 2 arcund the table, and nelther of the

The prince remalned o long withont | marked ganda bad yet falicy from Lis

Musisg unll edll man bad shiewn lLiis f wilying that Ceraldine grew alarmed.
b "Xon

| altegether pleased

L tel so Pully attended, and when Ger-

y blme warmly on the demise of Mr. Mak
 hos

WAS THE AC

-

canpnet mean to return,” Lbe
Mald. "You bave sulfered oo much and
oo oo el horvor alresdy, The
dutios of your high posivion forbid the
repertition of the Lasusd

“Tume s much In what you say,”
repdied Prince Flocksel, “and 1 am pet
with my owu de
teruiination. alus, i the clotlies of the
grentest potentate what is there but o
man? 1 pover (el wy weakoess wore
acutely than pow, Gern!dine, but it 1s
srouger thun L. Can 1 cvase to ln-
tevest mysell 0 the fortunes of the
unbappy young man who supped with
us sotne lours ago? Can | leave the
president to follow his nelurious career
unwatebsd? Can | begin an advesture
o eutranelug .4 oot follow 1t o an
end? No, Geraldine: you ask of the
prince more than the wan is able to
perform. Touight, ouce more, we take
our places ot the table of the Suicide

“Wil your Lighoess tuke wy [ife¥”’
be cried, “It Is lis—lls freely. But do
pot, oh, do wol, let him ask me to
countenance so terrible n risk!™

"Wolvnel Gerldine” replled the
privece, with some Lavghtiness of masn
ner, “your life Is absulutely your own
1 only luoked for abedlence, and when
that Is uowillingly rendersd 1 shall
Jook for that no longer. 1 add ooe
word. Your lmportunity in this affal
bas Leen enMelemt.™

The wnster of the horse regalned hls
feet ut ance,

“Your highness,” he sabd, “may |
be exvused In my attendunce thiy afy
érioon? | dare ol s an honornble
man venture a second thne Into that
tatal bouse until I have perfectly or
dJetd my affalia. Your Lighuess shall
weet, T promise Blm with ne wmore
epposition from the most devoted and
arateful of his servants.”

"My dear Gernldine,” returned Prince
Plorizel, “1 always regret when you
pbliige me 10 remember wy rank,. Dis-
Pose of your day as yon think fit, but
bt bese before 11 In the same dis-
guted”

[he clab on this sefond evenlng was

nliine and the prince arrived there
Waie not above balf a dozen persous in
king rovin. His highness took
the president aside and congratuluted

i sin

Y1 Uke,” he sald, “to meet with ca-
pacity, and certainly find wuch of 1t o
you,  Youor prefession fs of a very deli
cule vatgre, but | see you uare well
Guuitfied to conduct It with success and

recy.”

The prestiont was sdmewhat affected
b) these comgdheents froid one of hie
bighness’ superior bearing He Ace
Knowledged them nlwost with bhumil
iy

“Poor Malthy!” be added. 1 shall
tiardly know the club without .
The most of my patrons are boys, sir,
and poeticul boys, who nre pot mwuel
compuny for me, Not but what Mal
thy bad some poetry, 100, but it was
ol a Kind that | could nnderstand.”

“I cun readily bmogine you should
Und youarself In sympathy with Mr.
Manbhus™ returned the prince. “He
sirock e as a man of a very original
disposition,”

s

E OF SPARES,

Joung wman of the eredm toris
wis the room, but palulully
prossasd nod stlent His late cowpan
ons sought (o vain o lesd Lln luto

Tin

in e

i versa o

“How bitterly I wisl” lie eried, “that
huad brought you to this In
fAlons Begote while you ar
clean handed. U you coull bave beard
e odd man seresm as be fell and tin

1

L Ve
abonde!

holse of hia botes upon the pavetsent)

o DROPS |

= e
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baud. The excitemeut as be began the
fourth distribution was overwhelming.
There were just cards enough to go
ance wore eutirely round The prioce,
who sat second frow the dealer's left,
would recelve, lu the reverse mode of
denllng practiced at the club, the sec-
ond last card. The third player turned
up o black nce; It was the ace of clubs
The pext revelved a diamond, the Dext

was still undelivered. At last Gerald.
ine, who sat upon the prince’s left,
turned bis card. It was ay ace, but
the uce of hearts

When Prince Florizel saw Lis fate
upon the table Iun front of Wim, hig
beart stood still. He was o brave man,
but the sweéat poured off hLis face
Thers were exactly ffty chapces out
of a hundred that bhe was doomed e
reversid the ocard; It was the ace of
spades. A loud roaring fSlled his brala,
and the table »w.uu before his eyes

enr:

“I would give a milllon, If I had It
for your luek.” -

His highuess could not belp reflect
Ing as the young man departed that he
would bave sold hils opportunity for &
wuch wore woderate sam.

The whispered conference now came
to an end  The bholder of the sce of
clubs left the room with a look of In-

telligence, and the president, &
fug the unfortunste prince, m
him bis hand.

“T nw pleased to Bave met you, sir,”
gald be, “and pleased to have been tn
u position te de you this trifing sery-
lee. At least you cannot complals of
delny. On the second evening—what a
stroke of luck!™
The prince endeavored o vain to as-
ticulate sowething In respouse, but his
mouth was dry and his touguve seemed
paralyzed.

“You feel o little sickish Y asked the
president, with some show of solicl
tude. “Most gentlcmen do. Wil yua
mke a little Lrapdy ¥

The prince sigulied In ‘the afirms.
tive, aud the other lmmediately poured
some of the spirit luto & tuwbler
"Poor old Malthy!” elaculated the
president as the prince dralned the
gluss. “He drank near upots & plat,
sod ttle envugh good It seemed to do
bl

“I sm more nwenable to treatment,”
smid the prince, o good deal revived
“I am my own man agaln st ouce, as
you percelve
what nre my directions?

“You will procesd along the Strand,
1o the direction of the city, and o the
left hand pavement, untll you meet the
gentleman who has Just left the room.
He will contiune your lustroctions and
hlm you will ave the kindoess (o sbey
the nuthority of the club is vested In
bis person for the uight Aad oow
added the president, “1 wish you a
pleasant walk.™

Florizel scknowledged the palutation
rather awkwurdly and took bis lesve,
He pussed through the smoking
where the bulk of the players w
vonsuming chumpugue, scwe of
e bad blmselfl ordered and patd
and e was suiprised to Sod bimeelf
curting thew 1o his beart He put o
his hat sl greatcost In the cabloet
and sedected hie wwhrélla from & ocor
oer. The fhwillarity of these wcts and
e thought that be was about them
for the last thue betrayed him lnto a
A2 of luieltes which souaded uaplens-
antly in his own cars. He concwived o
reluctance to lemve the cabinet aud
luried Instead to the window. The
sight of the lamps and the dur kuoes
recalled bim to himself.

To be Continued.
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