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Arclle Larned froond and langhed. l!‘
was @ lnngh that made his aunt slm-l-]
der. 1t was the lnugh of society ot My |
worst, the pagan Indifference that for!
all the centuries has faeod homanity's
wors with dance and jest, aud fung
the Leggar the erumbs of the feast.

‘Well, aunt, you're a good onc! M !
Amdrewa coulin’t do better. Why don't |
you offer her your services as lecturer?
1f you got off all that stufl in the draw. |
lug rooms, It wonld erente a sensatlop,
and of course it would fill the contribu-
tivo boxes when they were passod [(or '
the cuuse.™ ‘

M Devrose did not answer. Sle
Iny back In ber chalr, her eyes closed, |
audl to Archie's great surprise when
slie opened Loy eyes lears were on the |
lnsiies, To Wis added surprise his aunt |
argse and went out of the reom, Bhe
wis gone several minutes. When she |
e back, she spoke as If nothing had |
been sald of an unusual nalure.

“Misa Marsh and [ nre going dowm to
Hope House tomurrow afternoon to ses
Mind Anddrews and the place. Wil you
go with uws¥'

“To Hope Houss

“1 sald so. Miss Andrews has in
vited mie to come gevernl times 1 cou-
tributed a Nitle at the time of the fire,
Bo did Loelln. Miss Andrews wnuta
us to spee what has been done. . 1 have
pever been down there, nelther hae |
Luella. Of course you never have. If |
you care to go, I'll speak for Luella
thit whe will not object to your escort.” 1

“Why, I'l go oll right. Temorrow |
afternoon ;™ o

Ven. We'll start from here prompt-
Iynt g’
“All right”™ Ie started to go ““'i:

thieny henitated.
“Promlse me, aant, you will not prej-
udhoe Luelia against me
“Mo pead, You do all that 1s neces- |
sary without any belp.” BShe had evh
dently not forgoiten his indictment of
b winl wenkuoss, -

“You'll see. Luella Marsh will be |
my wife one of these days."” !
““he hos my sympathy when the day |

" arrives” |

“Look here, Auvnt Coustance™ 1o |
gpoke alnost brutally, coming back |
Into the room. “If you feel that way, |
why do you nsk me to go with her and |
you wmorrow ¥

“1 want you to see some bhuman mis-
ery Lefore you die. I want you to
know that God has some good reason |
for the jndgment he will some llmof
deliver to your selfish soul."

“How about youra?™

And agaln he laughed the laugh that
contiiries of idle soclety has not been
nble to soften or etvillze,

“Aund mioe, too,” she answered, with
a deep gravity that made her nephes
stare in astonishment. ’

YWl T be here at 2" he sald as
Le turned from her. *1 don't care
whnt your reason s, but I'll go any-
whire Luella goes.”

Whoen he had gone, Mra. Constance
Penrose did o remarkable thing, or at

|
He simpiy bowed, |
least those who thought they knew Lor ‘
best would bave been astonlshed of |
thesr had seen it
Biw went Into her room and kneeled !
at a litie desk upon which lay an opon
prayer book. Tt was opened at the Lit
auy, and with whisperiag lps ahe re
peated the fawillar prayers beginoing |
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| ment, warning her -of a future and
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with the wonds:

We besroch 1hoe o hear us, good Lord.

That it may pluise tiee Lo scoor, help,
and camfort ail why are (o danger, nacel=
oty and tribulation:

We besooch thee 1o fenr us, good Lard.

That it may pleaso thoe to Jreserve all
who tmmvel Ly land or by waled, all wom-
en i the periis uf childbirth, all sick per-
sona mnd youag chidren: nod to show thy
Py upon ali priscoers aod cnplives;

We besecch thoe to bear us, pood Lord.

That It may pleass thes to defend and
provide for e [athériess childres, aed
widown, sud nli who are desolate and op-
prossed

We bhessooh thee 10 hear us, good Lord,

That it may please thes to have mercy
upoy all wen,

We beavoch thos to hear un, good Lard.

That i may please thee to forgive our
enemics, persoculors, and standeccen, and
to turn their hearis:

We bemeech thee 1o hear un, good Lord.

That M may pleass thee, (o glve and
preserve to ouf use the kindly frults of |
the ¢arth, so that in due timoe we may
enjoy them:

Wa beseach thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may pleane thes to give us true
ropentanes, to forgive us all eur sine,
negligences, and fgonerancens, and to andoe
ws with the grace of thy, Hely Spliit to
#mend our livea gecording te thy hely
Woril, ¥

We bosecch theo to haésir uss good Lord.

Son of Gud, we beseech thes (0 hear us,

Son of Gud, we beseerh thes to hear un

O Lamb of God, who takest away the
slas of the world;

CGrant us thy peace.

0 lamb of God, who takest away the
sins of the world;

Huve mercy upon us

She whispered the words over fu a
sort of sollng chant that found hor at
the close saying, “Have mercy upon
we,” Instead of “us”  And with the
word she Bung ber arms over the desk
and lald her head down on the book,
erying convulsively.

The maguitcent surroundings of that
gorgeously furnished room glenmed all
around ber as shie koaseled there, for the
{ime bolng as wretebed o soul as that
sorrow smitten ¢ty housed, sunk in
the horrible depth of a self accusation

that was already a present day jodg-

smiting ber to the earih with terror ot
the thougbt of a whole lifetime of |
power mislirected, of & wealth apd
gocial Influsneo abused for selfish endw

When Luclla called next day, she
found Mre. Penrose in flne splirits.
Archile had already nrrived and was
nervously walking up nnd down the

drawing room.

“There Iv no question about your love !
for Luelln? Mrs, Poupose nsked as the
bell rang and Luella’s step was Heard
In the hall

Archie gnve hils aunt a look (bat
wnde her laugh o his fuce,

“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow
we dle” she sald carelesaly as she
turned (o greet Luella.

Luelln was in n state of unnsual ex-
citement. The prospect of seeing John
Clardon and Hope House eptered into
the situation, The prospect of sceing
Miss Andrews was perhaps o larger
factor, for I"eqvose had in his fashion
himted of o possibde Interest on John

JGordon's part toward this gifted wo- |
man who had given her life to the peo
ple. Bo, for these iwo reasons, Luelin
wis uposually excited, but in addition
was the whole situation, which she
reatized was not yel by any means de-
cided In her relation to John Gordon, |
She was apparently no nearer the saee
ritice of her soclal poeition than when |
he bad made that the test of bher love.
But none (he loss corfoln was It that |
nhe resentod, as khe hnd a right to de,
the suggestion that John Gordon might |
give his love to powme other woman, |
possibly to this one whow she had |
vever seen, whom she wis going to see ]
now, why shie did not know, anside from |
a certzin curfosity that tonged to Le
Jgutisfied, -

As the carrlage entered Bowen gtreet |
nll three of them looked with different |
Cegrees of interest at Lhe sight of the
douhble docker. Heaps of rulibish still
covered the entire burned area, and the [
sume welancholy groups of children !
were sciatlored about playing over the |
ralns, At the farther end of the area |
eome men were taking measurements
and talked carnestly. Among the |
rmea Luella (hought she sdw Johin Gor- |
don.

Going In_through the archway which l
bhad bept over 8o mueh human trouble |
and sacriflee, they were greeted In the |
broad hall by Miss Andrews hepself, |
who wns Just passing through to the
Bbrary and stopped to grest the vis- |
Itors as she snw them eoming b ‘

“I am very glad to woe you,” she mid
slmply as she shook hands with them |
all. “Will you come Into the Hbrary? |
Our little front parior bas been turned
into o hospltal ward ainee the e

They all went in and sal down, while
Miss Andrews thanked Loeila for her
giry, waylng, “1 ought perhage to hare
ciilled instead of acknowledging your
kinduess by letter, but wy exenwe for

| point where Gordon had been standing

| movement was perfectly natoml

I osald, I will walk in the flelde. God sald,
Ray, walk In the town,
1 said. There are no fowers there. He

i,
No figwers but & crown

7 sald, Dut the fogn are thick and clouds
arao velling the sun,

e amsworod, 1ut hearts are sick and
souls Ly 1be dark undope

And he wept an he led mo back. There 18
more,
He sall There is sin.
[ sald, I ahall miss the light, and friends
will wies ma, Lhey say,

He answered, Choose ye toulght It I must
mlss you oF thny,

I pleaded for thme to be miven, He salkd,
I it Bard to decide?

It wilt not seetn bard ln heaven to follow
the steps of your gulde,

There was b moment of lutenso still
uess when sbhe bud fAnisbed.  There
was 8 Lint of tears lo Mis, Penrose’s
eres. Lueiln gat with ber bands in her
lnp gnzing at Miss Amdrews Intently.
I Jobn Gordon should luve this othey
woman, would it sot be the slmple at-
traction of one soul that has obeyed
the voleo that says “follow me,” at the
eost of phyeienl thiugs, drawing an-
other soul that 1= also living in obedl-
ence to the some volée?

Miss Andrews suddenly rose and
went to ope of ihe windows that looked
out over the burned distriet.

“Excuze me. [ amp, of course, spe-
clally intevesied In our plans ot pres-
ent. Mr. Gordon, with some of the
regidents, has Leen looking over the
ground with reference (o our new
park. You have beard of our recent
good fortune? We nie living in a high
state of excitement down here. A
friend has given us 200,000, and we
are trying to see how much fun we ean
have In spending it 10 you will come
here, | can polnt out our praposed plan,
or would you ifke to go out there? We
enn look over the house whien we colne
binek."”

“We shall be Interested (o go outside
and look otor the plan thore™ Mra
Penrose assented, nnd they all pussed
ot and walked slowly Jdown toward
the group of tuch Wi wite at the-end
of the streol. oppusite The bloek that
had boon the inst to burn.  As they
drew nearer one of the wen left the
grop and edne down towdrd them.
it was Jokn (Cordou, nud even st'that
Matance It was very evident that bhe
was unusually roused about something,

He was so obworbed tn the matter
that wns cxelting him (hat when he
met Migs Andrews with ber visitors
far the fiest moment be spoke to her as
It he 3id not revognise Lthe olhers,

“That secoundiel, Tommy Randall,
Miss Andrews! Do you kuow what bhe
bhas sueceedad I doing ¥

He bad =ald that much when he real
Izcd who the visitors were. Dot even
then the pussion of the lnformation he
bad come to give Mlss Amdrews wis so
strong that be simply bowed to Mres,
Penrose amd Luella as If be were In the
habit of weetivg them every day In
Bowen stroet, and podded to Penrose,
ns If Peorose wis o Eamillar sight in
the nelghborhood of Hope House,

“What has Tommy Randall done
now?* Miss Andrews questioned, with
a falnt smile. “Towmmy Randall does
the heavy trogedy In Ward 18" ghe
waid to Mrs, Pentose.

“Randall bas bought up lots ull over
this burat district. He has closed con-
tracts for hallf o doxen double deckers
ke the one Mr. Marsh had put up”
Johin Gordon continned, entirely un-
mindful of Luella, ar, at lenst, careless
of the effect of what e sald upon ber.
“He has worked all this time we bave
been disenssing the park plan. Bt
how could we do anrithing? Gopdon
epoke In despair, addressiog Miss Ane
drews as If vo one clse were present.
“We only had the money to purchase
anything lnst night. We never dreamed
that anything would get iu the wuy of
our purchase of at least half the area,
frandall hus secured bis lots all over
the district. If he puts op those don
ble deckers, e ought to be arrestod for
murder.  That fs what the bulidings
resulit n"

Luella flushed nnd then defiantly
looked nt Gordon as he uneonsclioasly
sakd the last words looking ot her, The
expression on Ler (oee smots John Gop
don Into a sudden reallzation of all his
surroundings. Miss  Andrews  stood
guletly gazing over the dreary plle of
robbish. A man left the gronp at the

and came walking deliberately toward
thom.,

“It's Tommy Randnll, If be attempts
to insuit yoo, Miss Andrews"—

As he spoke Gomlon laid Lis finger
for o secomsl on Miss Amdeéws’ arm.
He was sitnoding elose by her, and the
Lu
eiln noticed It and was also quick to
note the color In Miss Andrews' foce o9

tion against him was at its highest.

He took off his hat as be bowed

“How do, Miss Andrews? [I've got
some good news for you, and thought
wmaybo you !
bl i. Lots 17, 10 and 21 back|
of the settlement have changed bands
slnce the fire, Maybe you didu't know
it, but I've had my eye on those lots!
for some thone, Now, 1 don't mind tel)-
ing you that I admire your pluck.
You've been doing good here, and I
want to help in a small way. Bo l've
decldind to give the settlement those
lots. 1 understand you've been want-
Iug more room to bulld on a new ball,
This will give you a chanee.”

He stopped very suddenly and his
shifty gray eyes, still fustened on Miss
Andrews, bad n ook of such malignant
satisfaction In them that John Gordon
wanted to strike him across the mouth,
He did not do that, but be did say, as
be stepped in front of Miss Androws,
directly between ber and Randall:

“When we want any donatlons from
you, we will let you know It Hetter
take your gifts where they'ro befter
apprecinted.”

The man gave Gordon one evil look.

“Am I talking to you? My offer wiis
made to the hoad of the bouse. If you
are anthoriged” -

“Miss Andrews 1s not going to enter
into any conversation with you" Gor-
don spoke with a rising tide of wrath
fo hlm that was nearer to actual vio-
lence that be had ever been. But the
man in frogt of him wns a vislble rep-
resentative of the most corrupt, vi-
clons, damuable political system that
was directly respousible for practically
every dwarfed child, every ruined glirl,
every debaucbied soul in the district.
‘There was no room left In Jobn Gor-
don's heart for anything but over-
whelming indignation toward the mwan
who steod for all that monsirous
wrong, He wanted to strike ‘some
thing. His soul wuas bursting with
comipassion for the handreds of help-
less lives in that Lell of misery apd
with supreme anger agnipst the man
who got his living out of it

“Oh, Mr. Gordou!" Mlss Andrews
spoke almost timidly. Luella, watch.
Ing every tone and gesture, noted her
apparent willingness to ket John Gop-
don bave his way. And Indeed, with
the exeeption of those three words ad-
dregsidd to him, Miss Andrews did not
speak again Juring the whole of the
strange encounter.

“By your leave, Miss Andrews, [
will do the talking, and unless you say
otherwise 1 will take the whole respon-
sibility of refusing any gifts Mr. Ran-
dall may, for his own reasous, make
the settlement. We know perfectly
well how lots 17, 10 and 21 chauged
linnds. We do not eaire o be receivers
of stolen goods.”

He sald the words looking stralght
to Tomwy Randall's face. Tomny
Randall kuow as be tried to return the
look fthat bere was one man who was
aot afrald of him, come what might.
Nevertheless the boss of Ward 18 had |
been ruler so long, be had grown so ac-
rustomed 1o regard the methods by
which lhe extorted revenuwe from lis
subjects as o legithmate pert of the ex-
Isting politicnl wystem, that Gordon's
almost bratally feank  denunclation
eaused him only o feeling of contempl,

“Just as you say,” e answered coul-
Iy enough. “Lots in Hope House block
are not given awny every day. 1 Enow |
plenty of men who will buy them, | |
mppone, secing yon are so partienlar
thout the lots, you will Le overpartien-
far alout who gets thean. ¥

He zald it wiih a delibernte sugges-
Uveness sa fall of possible evil thal
Gordon was sgain tempted to Kuock |
him down, Notibug bol the kuowk |
edge of Mlzs Aumdrews’ preseuce pre- |

-

| past defents aod Jong necumuloted

wouldn’t object to my | L.,

of the drawing Into plalner view—
W be a ball which will be
used as beadquorters for the ward
workers, offlce, restaurant, ete. We
peed some nccommodation of that sort.
Down here, southwest corter distriet.
apother tenement, and Avitzon puts up
bis sloon bere on this corner. ‘Then
over here another tenement, sate size,

Bowen gtreet. 1 have (b cottemplation
three, four, five, six, possibly recen,
Ground will Le broke tor the first one
over there"—he polnted to the Llock
from which he hal come—"tomorrow.
1 am planning to get everything in
?:';" before winter, Pretty good plan,

Miss Andrews’ blue eyes pazod at
bim with thelr profound look of un-
measmivd sadness. S0 might an une
sullied angel of Hght have lookod upon
ohe who lad denled his fellowship
with the shining hosts of heaven,

i But John Gordon had po history of

wrongs 0 keep him mllont like this
woman who knew the ottor vseless.
ness of threat or nppeal.  He was at
the white heat of passion, aml, while
he held hlhwmsell o elieek and spoke
coldly erough outwardly, e was really
trembling, and Luella began (o fear
some tragie end to the scene,

| “In laying out your wessorements
for the double docker avor there, My
Randall, you have not made ony nl
lowance for spuce between front and
rear of fot."

| "Nos* said Randsll coolly. “We don't
want to waste nny ground. Ii's tml

wable.”

“But how nbout the clty ordinance |

hich provides for n space of twenty- |
five feet between frout and  pear
houses? | understand your proposed
double decker will be four stories In
helght. The lnw distinetly says” —

“The lnw he'e -

"~ Mr. Tommy Randall did nbot say
what the law might be on account of
ladies being present, but bis abrupt
sllence was uno less expresaive, He
bimeelf broke It with a conrse lnugh,

| “Young mnn, you must be very young
not to know that Tommy Randall Is
Inw for himself s Ward 18 If he
wauts to put up »n (#mement on the
whaole lot, lie dovs 1t, and the law ain't
golng te miake any difference,”

“You misernble™— John Gordon's |
wrath flowed over, and be took a step
toward the boss. Miss Andrews placed
her fingers on his artm a8 geotly and
us momentarily as be bhad placed his
on hers, and be stopped as If o bar
of steel hod been flung up dn front of
him. Loells, watebiug ¢verythiug with
observant eyes, saw It all. Bo did Ar-
chie Penrose, and his face expressed a
soeering sort of plensure.  Tommy
Rundail beld Lis ground and began to
roll up lis Lloe priot,

“Well, 1 must get along back to my
work,” be suld as he gave the whole
company o comprebensive look of trl
umph.  “If you waut to buy any lots,
why, youn know where (o come. | un-
derdtand you've got n litle mohey to
fnvest."

“Look bere!” Gordon stopped him.
MYou say you don't eare for the law,
but I give you warning timt 1 will
bring to bear every process koown in
this eity to prevent sour violatlon of
these building ecdinances.”

“Go abhemd. young mnn" snid Tommy
good naturedly. “1 wish you success"

“If there Is ally stich thing os justice:
left in an Amerienn eity, | will bath It
served on youo 1 will set the whole
machinery og the Inw In woalion against
you."

“Oh, you make me tired, young fellow,
What 15 the law to we? Do you owy

the courts?"

“No; do yon?

“Some of ‘em.” The answer came
with absolute effpaniery

“Tow abhout Justlee Clinmbers?

Mrz. Penrose asked the question In a
sweet volee that snrtled everybody,

“Justice Chambers? 1—I-dou't re
enll—nn, yes, the new Justice In Dis
wiet 0" There wns n note of uncasi-
ness lo Tomuwy's volee that Gordon
was quick to detect.

“Alr, Chinmbers I8 a cousin of mine—
® very brilllant. rising young Inwyer™

Ars Tenroge agaln spoke In her sweed,
cultured volee, and agnin every one, in-
cloding the boss, stared at her.

*It maken no difference.” The volea
of Tommy Rapdall rose agaln rough
and assertive. “Law or no law, 1 know
what I ans dolng.  Good day, Miss An-
drews. Secry you don't see fit to take
the lots. | admire your grit.” And be
undoubtedly did,

He turned and walked back to the
workmen engnged In moaking measure
ments, and John Gordon turned to Miss
Andrews, exelalming bitterly: “1f mhi
had occurred o fletlon, wouldu't we |
have maghed ot it as wildly lmproba. |

ble? Yot here It occurs In one of the |
grontest citles on the American wuvl
tinent, and we sre obliged to accept Il.|
A% n part of our municipal system of
govornment.  Before Gol, Miss AL
drews, cnu we do less thatn vow wir
on nll that soch a crenture represents?
Bear we witvess,” be exelatmed, and
Lie wus one of the Inst men In the world
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| over by the window and was talking in

it, but Lnd vo answer, “Of what use
Is our gift from Mrs. Efinghnm? Even
If Randall would sell the lots he has
bought be would demand outrageous
prices that we could pot pay. It Is
mnddening to think that he bas so cho-
&en the pinces for his tenements, his
knloons and vandeville hlls that even
if yo owned all the rest of the district
we coukd do comparatively Bitle to eur
ry ont our plan. The ward elubhouse
medns, of course, the Intrenchment of
Tommy Randall In the beart of his ter
ritory. Can you think of anything ex-
eept 0 wpider who has artfully spun his
wob and sits walting In it for victlms?
O God of the children, Is there no way
in all this great so called wunicipality
thut these wrongs can be righted ¥

He Lod never expressed bimself so
strongly, and Luells, looking at him,
hud pevoer fol' <+ mveh real emotion,
She was sitth il v omlaw, and s
Gordon  fSnlshed Wl iy turned
away from Miss Apdrews, (0 whown be
bad put the question, Luella also
turned and glaneed out the window.

“Why don't you put the lnw on him ¥
Mre FPenroke exclilmed hpatiently,
“There must be some wiy of executing
the ardinances of this clty ™

“I have used every wethod within my
power during the last twelve years to
prevent the violation of these city ordl
nances relating to the tenement house
conwtruction, In every lnstunce, with-
oll one exception, we bave been thwart-
e when the case eame into court. My,
Penrose, You have uo coneeption of the
iromendons political and soclal power
ek of Towmy Randall. It is an abso-
Tute dictntorsbip, L1t Is true, as he un-
blushingly says, he or the powers back
of hini owh courts, judges, jurles, at-
torneys, Al our appeals to the people
thetwselves have been In vain, Ag the
years bave gone on my work has
grown to be that of some alleviation of
misery; It s not a cpntribution to the
removal of causes, The misery fows
on, The Lest we can do seems to be to
pinke life a little more bearable for
chllidren, to put a little light and good
cheer Into these darkened, saddened
lives, to mlleviate ever so little thelr
wroelehedness, Bometimes 1 have
thought (his was all we ever shall do”
Miss Andrews spoke with her osual
quict Intensity. There was no whining,
not even esmuplaiot; slmply Indomita-
e patience in the face of everlasting
nud norclieved defent of purposes by
0 power so grimly fortified with mongy
aral woclal entunglements and vice and
appeats to ol bumnn passions that It
sectned hopeless even to expect rellef
from its dominating grip on the situa-
thon.

“Do you kuoow Julius Chambers?™
Mre. Penrose asked after n moment of
thoughifulness, During that moment
#he noted with a gleam of quiet satls-
faction Lthat John Gordon had gone

a low tous to Luella, while Archie, who
unfurtunotely had sented himself the
otlser slde of Miss Andrews, had the
length of the room and the big Ubrary
tble between bitg and the two nt the
window,

“1 hnve begun to hear nbout him, as
wost of us lave done here,” Miss Ap-
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