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IORTLY after my oducation

at callege waus fndshed 1 Lap-

pened to be staying at Paris

with an English friemlk We

were both young men then and Hyved,
1 am afrald, rather a wild lfe In the
delightrul city of our sojourn. Oue
nighit we were ldling about the neigh.
borkood of the Palais Roynl doubtful
to what amusement we shoull nest
betake ourselves. My friend proposed
# visit to Frascall's, but his sugges-
“tlon was not to my taste. [ Koew
Fensentl's, as the French saying ls, by
beart; had lost and won plenty of five
frane ploces there merely for amuse-
ment's sake until It was amuscment
no longer aod was thoroughly tirad, In
Fhact, of all the ghastly respectablilitles
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rience In this sort of thing 1 never saw
wuch luek us yours—never! Go on, sir—
sacre mille bombes! Go on boldly and
brenk the bank!™

I turned round and saw, nodding and
smiling at we with inveterate civility,
a tll man dressed in a frogged and
bratded surtout, -

If 1 bad beon In my sensea, 1 should
have cousidered him personally as be
Ing rather a suspleions specimen of an
old soldier. He had gogeling, bloadaliot
oyes, mangy mustaches and a broken
nose, [His vaice betrnyed a bareack
mom intonation of the worst order,
and he had the dirtiost palr of hands |
ever saw, even in France. These litle
personal peenliaritics exerciaed, low-
ever, no repelling infloenee on me. In

of such a woelal anomaly as a4 respect
able gambllng house. “For heaven's

sake,” sald I to oy friend, “let us go .

somoewhere where weo enn soe a litile
genuine, blockgaard, poverty siricken
gawing, with po false ;:In:-'-rl-r--ml glit
ter thrown over It ot all, Let us get
dway from fashioaalle Frageatis to 4
hounse where they don't wind letting in
o wan with a rmggel cont or & may
with na coat, ragged or otherwise"
“Very well,” snld my feiend. *“We
needn't go ont of the Palnls Royal to
fnd the sort of company you want,
Here's the place Just before us, a@s
blackguard u pluce, by all report, as
you coull possibly wish to see” In
another minute we mrived at the dooy
and entered the house,

When we pot upstalrs apd hod left
our hats and sticks with -the door
Keeper, we were admitted Inlo the
chlef gumbling room. We did not find
many peoplo  assembled  there, but
few as the men were who looked up at
e on onr entrance they were nll Ly pes
—lnmentably troe types—of thelr re
spective clanses.

We had come to see blackgunrds,
but these men were something worsie
There 14 a comie #de, wore or loss ap-
preciable, in all blackguardism,  lere
there was nothing Lot tragedy--mpute,
welrd trogedy.  The qulet 40 the poom
was horrible.  The thin, huggard, long
batred young wun, whose sunken eyos
flercely watehed the turning ap of the
enrds, never spolio; the Habby, faot
faced, ploply player who pricked his
plece of pastoboard  porsoveringly to
regtster how often Llnek won and how
often red wever spobe; the dirty, wrlu-
Kl old s, with the valtare esves snd
the darned greateout, who had lost his
Inst sou nnd 201l looked on desparately
after he conld play oo ) never
fpoke. Even the voleo of the crouplor
soundod as If It were strutgely dualled
and thickenod in the atmospliocre of (e
room, T had entersd the place to lnugh,
but the spectacie belore wwe was sonm
over, 1 soon foumd it
necessury to ke refuge ln excitement
from the depression of spirita which
was fast stealing on e, Unfortunate-
Iy 1 sought the nearest excliomenl by
golng to the tale and legioulag to
play. Still more unfortupately, as the
event” will show, | wobh—won prodi-
glously, won Ineredibly, won ot such a
rate that the regular players ot the ta-
ble evowded round me and, staring at
my stakes with hungry, superstitions
eyes, whisperaed to one nnother that the |
English stennger was golng to break |
the bank.

The gnmwe was ronge et nolr. 1 had

the mad excitement, the reckless triy
umph of that moment, | jwas rendy to
fraternize with anybodyf who encour-
nged me in my game, I nccepied the
old soldier's offered pinch of souff,
clapped hing on the back and swore he
waa the bonestest fellow in the workl—
the most glorfous relle of the grand
army that I bad ever met (with, *“CGo
on!" erled my military friomd, saapping
his fingers in ocstasy. “Go on and gvin!
Break the bank—wmille tomerres, §my
gallant Eoglish comrade, broak the
bank!"

Aumd I d go on—went on at suela
rte that in another quarter of nan hour
the croupier enlled out, “Gentlemen,
the bank has discontinuedffor tonightt”
All the notes and all the<gold in that
bank now Iny In o heap undoer my
hands; the whole floating eapital of the
gambling bouse was waiting 1o pour
Into my pockets!

“Pie up the wmoney . inyour handker-
chief, my worthy sir,” said the ol sol-
dicr as [ wildly plunged my hands into
my heap of gold. *Tie it uping we nsed
to tio up n bit of dinner In) the grand
army. Your winnings are ftoo heavy
for any bresches pockets thinthever were
sewel. There, {hat's It—ghovel them
In, notes aud all! Credie, whiat Iek!
Stop—anather napoloon (on the (loope!
Ab, sacre petit polisson de ' Napoleon.
bave I fouml thee ot last? Now then,
sir—two tight doulble knots ench way
with your hongrable termission and
the money's safes Feel fe—foelidt, for-
tunate sir—hard aodround asia eun-
vpon ball—  Ab, Lnh, if they had only
fired such eannon bnlls at wat Auster-
Htz--nom dune pipet If theyonly had?
And now, as an anclent grenndier, ns
an ex-brave of the French army, what
remalns for me o do? I ask what?
Simply this—to entreat my volusd Bog-
Ush friend do dreink a bottls of cham-
pagne witls me und toast  the goddess
of fortune pin fonming golilets befare
we part.”

Excellent ex-brave! Couvivalfanelent
grenadier! Champagne, Iy all vienns?
An Boglih cheer for an old soldier—
hurraly, hurral!  Another English cheer,
for the goddess  Portune—bharral, hare
rah, hurreh!

“Bravo—the Englishmean, the aminble,
griucions Engllshman, In whose velna
elredlates  the  vivaclons  bood  of
Fravce! Another glass? Al bal—the
bottle (s empty !, Nover mind! Vive le
vin! I, the wold isoldier, orders another
bottle nnd fhalf] o pound of jLonbons
with #!"

“Noy nog ex-trave: never, anclent
grenaddier! “Your bottle dnst time; my
bottlo thistl Behold ft! Toast awnay)

played at it In every oty n Burope,
without, however, the care or the wish
to study the theory of chanees, that
philosopher's stone of all gamblors,
and n gambler In the strict sense of |
the word T have never been, 1 was |
heart whole from the corroding passion
for play. My gaming wis a mwere idle |
mmusement, [ never resorted fo It by
uecensity Decnuso | never knew what
it was to wnnt'rnrmf-y. I never prac-
tieed it g0 ineessautly as to lose more
than I could afford or to galu move |
than 1 could coolly pocket without e |
Ing thrown off my balance by my good i
luck. In short, 1 had bitherto frequent- |
od guming tables just as T frequentod
ballroorus and opera  bouses—beon use
they amused wme and becouse | bad
nothing better to do with my lelsure
hours.

But on this occasion It was very dif.
ferent; now, for the first thoe In my
lfe, 1 folt what the passion for play |
really was. My succesk first bowilder |
ed and then, in the most Mteral mean-
ing of the wonl, Intozicated me. In-|
erodible as it way appenr, It Is never !
theless troe, that T only lost when I ot
temptoed to estimate chances and played
nccording to previous ealculation, 11 1
left everything to luck arnd staked with-
ogt any care or couslderntion, | was |
sure to win—to win In the face of ov-
ery recognised probability in favor of |
the bank. At first some of the men
present ventured their movney =afely |
epongh on my color, but 1 speedlly In-
crensed my stakes (o suing which they
dared pot rlsk. One after another they
left off playing and breathlessly looked
on nt my gnthe

Btill, thme after time, 1 stakod hicgher
and Ligher and still won. The exelte
ment in the room rose to fever piteh,
The gllence was Interrupted by a deep
muttersd chorns of adtha and exelamn. |
tions In difereut languages every tio
the gold was shovelad serosx 1o my
sld® of the table; even the lnperturh
able croupler dasted his mke on the
floor In n (French) fury of nstonish
ment at my snecesa 13t one man pres |
ol prosorves] his solf possession, aml
that man was my friend. He came to
my side amd, whispering in English,

|

Logginl me o leave the plice, ratisfiod |
with what T bhod already galped. 1)
musl do him the justice to say that he
repoated his warniogs aml entreaties
several Umwes and only left me and
woent awny after | bad relected] his ndd-
viee (1 was to all intents amnd purposes
prmbling drunky in terms which ren-
derad it impossible for him to address
me agaln that night

Sbortiy nfter he bad gone a hoarse
voles belilnd me erfed: "Permit e, my
drar sir--permit e ta restorg 1o their |
proper place two napoleons which o
Late droppedl, Wondertul loek, sie! 1
e you my word of honor, ne an old
moldier, In the conrse of my long expe |
. et

| Proletblyt they had expeetod! to profit
by my mvxien bt fewitng that
my new fcml was bemevolently bont
on eevendine e frem pettiog dosd
flrank, Tua! mow abandooed ml hope of
| theiving ‘plnsntly on my rwinnings
| Whatever thelr mothve might®e, at any
rate they went away v & body, When
the old soldler retirned andd zat down

They Frencht army, the great Napoloon,
thel presents campanny, the cronplor, the
banest croupior's wife gl dauglmers—
It'ho hns mny—the ladlesgonerally, ev-
orybody I the world!™

By the time the secomd boitle of
champagne was cuptied 1 relt ax ir Y
had been drinking agulid fire—og brnin
seciped all! aflnme. No excess i wine
bhag ever haul thisroffecet on me: bofore
in my lfe. Was (ththe resalt of aystimu-
lant ncting upon) my wywtem when |
wins ln a highly! excitedd stam? Waa
my stomach In o partienlarly dsoplered
condition, or arnsithe chmmnpagno omaz
Ingly strong?

“Ex-brave of thetFroneh arms:™ eriod
I Inn ypnd state ofjeshiimtion, =1 am
on fire! How aretyon? Yiou haye get
me on fire! Do you hear,; iy hero of
Austeriitz? Lot s have wlthird be
of champagne togput thoifame ont

The old saldiortwazged, Ms b, mll
ed his goggle opes until 1 expeciod o
see them slip fout of tlwir « .
placed hin dirty! forefinger! hyvthe side
of his broken nose, salemnly ejaculatea
“Coffee™ nnd dmmedintely | ranell Into
nn Inner: ron.

The wardipronouieed by#fthe ecconirie
veternnsermalito have atnagiond effeer
n the rest of the compeny present
Withaonemeoom! they nllirose o dopirt

ol

oppositeto e iat the tabide, we had the

roomm to oarsetves. | could see the
cronpier loya sort of vestibale widch
oponed ont 'of 42 enting his supper in
solitide,
than ever,
A sudden ehengestooahad . comewover

i R -hrve, e nssuted a  por-
fentously salonm look, aml when be I
spoke to e agnin his peceliwas ofna-

o
[

ted )
v snapping, culivenod iy

traplws or voochstmeed soins

enforond Ly o

10 & pros-

v il Lhs,

Yemr wir saidjhe ju mys-

“Dsten 104§

“Listen, any o

terlonsly confdentinl toies,

mn oll wldieryalvice., | lave boeh to
the misiresn o the Jouse (3 Yery
charmninmg woemn, wiib a penlins for
COOREry) o uepess  on her thie neoes
#iiy of “maling  us woipe pratienlarly
rirnnz msml gpvcd &oflee Y o rostdeink
this ehTee Jo ansler o et rid of your
e saminhle esaliation of splirits be
fore ' yom thinky of re bome~yoy
mnst, my good! aml gr s fricnd! |
With sl t(hal ey (o ttake Bome (e
nightfit s a sacred st to yeurnell to
haver your wiiw about ‘yvou. Yoo are |
krowrn o bes g relnner 1o nn eoormous

Xterhl hy s

night, w

b A4urn jweseal to- !
peving of view, |

-

fea, Ui o vrticn
-

Mhecilenee win pow t.'wt'prrl ,

are very worthy and excellent fellows;
but thoy are mortal men, my dear sic,
and they have their amiable weak-
nessos. Nood | say more? Al no, no
You anderstaesd me! Now, this is what
you must do-—send for a cabwiolet when
you feol nuite woll agnin, draw op al)
the windows whon you get lutfe it and
tell the driver to take you home only
through the lurge nnd well lghted
thoroughfores. Do this, amd you und
your woney will be safe. Do this, and
tomonmow Jou will thank o old sol-
dier for giving yoa a word of honeat
advice.”

Jugt o8 the ex-hirave ended bis oration
in very lachrymose tones the coffee
came In, residy poured out in two cupa,
My attentive friend bauded me one of
the eups with & bow. | was parched
with thirst and dmnk it off at a drafy
Almost instantly afterwand | was seig-
el with a e of pididiness and felt more
vompletely intoxienied thin ever, The
roodn whirked swuid and ound furlous
Iy; the old salillur wevcted to e regu-
larly bobling up snd dewn befure me
like the plston of & stwiu cugine, 1 was
balf denfened by a viodeut siaging in
my ears: s fesling of otter bewillers
ment, helplessinss,  idiocy, overcnime
me, [ rose fromn iy chale, okling on
by the table to keep oy balivoe, amd
stammered ot that ! et deeadfully
unwell—so nowell that | did vot know
how | was to get oo

“My dear friond” asswored the old
soldier, and oven his volev seemod to be
bobling up otud down oe hoe spoke—
“my dear friemwl It would be madness
th go home In your state. You would be
sure to lose your wmoncy. You might
be robbed sod mordersd with the great-
ost onse. 1w golng (o sleop here. Do
you sleep bere too. They wmake up eap-
finl bods o this house, Tuke one, sleep
off the effocts of the wine gl go bhome
snfely with your winnlpgs towoerrow—
tomarroyy, i broad doaylighe."™

I had but two idens left—one, that 1
must never let go bold of my hasdker
chlef rall of money: the other, that 1
must e down somewbere omedintely
apd full off inte » comfortable sleep.
Bo 1 agresd to the progosal about the
bl wnd took the ofersd arm of the old
soldler, carrylng my money with my
disengnged hand,  Preceded by the
croupler, we passed along some pas-
@ges and up »n dight of stalrs Lito the
bedroom which 1| wus to ovcupy. The
ex-brave shook mwe warmly by the
Imod, proposed that we shioakl Lreak-
fust together and then, followed by the
croupler, left we for the night.

I ran to the wash hand stand, dmok
some of the water in iy jug poured
the rest out and plunged mwy face into
It then sat down ln g ¢hair nod tried to
cogupose mynelt, 1 soon felt better.
The change for my lungs from the
fetil atmosphere of the gnmbiling room
lo the cool ale of the apartinent 1 new
occupled, the almwost equally refreshing
change for iy eyes from the glaring
gaslights of the “salon” to the dim.
quiet ficker of one bedroom entdle, ald-
o wonderfully the restarntive effects of
eold water., The giddiness left me, and
1 began to feel o Hitle Nke a reasonable
belng again. My first thought was of
the rlsk of sleeplug all night In a gam-
bling Jouse;: wy seeond. of the still
greater risk of trying fo get out after
the house was ¢loved e of going home
alofie st nlght through the sireets of
Paris with a lurge sum of money abont
me. 1 bad slopt 1o worse places than
this on my travels, so | determined to
lock, bLolt atd barvleade my door and
take my chance ti the uest morning,

Accordingly 1 secured myscll against
all Intrusion, lvoked ander the bed and
Into the cupboard, trisd the Mistening
of the windew aml ilwy, satistied that
I had taken every proper precantion,
pulled off my upper clothing, put my
light, which wis a dim ove. on the
hearth among a feathery Htter of womd
ashies nnd got luto bed with the hand.
kerchief foll of mooey wuder my pil
Jow,

1 soon felt not ouly that 1 econld not
g0 to sleep, but that | ronld not even
close my eves. [ wos wide awnle amd
in n high fever. Every nerve o my
body frembled; every ope of my senses
sevned o Le preteriaturally shorp
ened, 1 tossed and rolled and trled ev-
ery kind of position aml perseveringly
songhit out the cold corners of (e bed,
but all to no purpwessc, Now | thrst
my arms over the clothes: now 1 poked
them under the clothes: now | vieleotly
ehot my Jegx steniglit ont down to the
DBattotn «of the wed; pow 1 convalsively
eolled them up as wenr my chin ns they
would go: pow | shiook oot my crim
pled pitlow, ehanged It 10 the cool ride,
patted 1t flat aod lay down quietly on
ack: pow 1 flercely doubled It In
two, sot It up on end, throst It agelnst
the Loard of the bed and tricd o sitting
posture. Kvery ellort was In valn, )
gronned with vesntion as | felt that 1
was In for a sleopless night.

What conld T do? T lind no hiook to
read, and yet, nnless 1 fonnd out gomo
method of diverting my mimd, T felt
ceriain that 1 was in the condition to

Hazine all sorts of horrors, to rack
my limin with forelwsllngs of every
poesible and jmpossible danger: in
short, 1o pess the night In suMering all
voncvivable varioties of nervoun terror,

I oralwndl myscld on my elbow  and

] abont  the rosm-—-which wis

moonlight poue-
the window—to
P4 et i ! LR OF OfNi-
tw that T ocould ot all cleardy dis

izhtned by o lovels

ne =traight througlh

i L |

Vi ih While my eyen  wanderod
I« wall to wall a reinembirnuce of
Lo Muolste's delightfal Lttle  book,
*Vovage Aulowr ¢ Ma Chambre,™ o
enrred to e, 1 resolved o Tmiltate the
Freoeh author and find oceupation and

nrnusemscit onoagh o rellove the (e
dinm oi my wakefeihess by waking a
wial lnventory article of
e 1 could see and by following
# the wmaltitnde of ns-

of every

up 10 LHusir sonires

sclations which even a cliale, a tnble
oF o wakly haod stand may be made to
call forth.

T the pervons, phecttism] state of my

mivd at thnt woment 1 found it moch

shor o0 nuike my [Bvettory than to
mulee my rellections and therenpon moon !

v up al)l botw of thinking In Le
Malstre's funeiful track, or, Indoed, of |
thinking at all. | looked abwat the |
joom at the diferent articlea of Mmi-

tare and did not kg more,

Ihere was, fese, the badd 1 wos Iylog

s 0 four post bed<af all things in the
W o meet with In Maris—yea, al
Usoroigly, cinmsy, Beitlah four (ssier, |

wilh o regular top Uasd with chints,
the resulnr sm] valanoe all roamd, ;
the rezular stifling, unwholesome eur-
mmlos, which | rewsenibored having me
chanleally drawn haek pgslnst the (usty
without particularly toticing the il
sl | Bt ol B0 the room.
there was the marble topped wash

Then |

Lhood wund, from which the water 1
Tad wgllwl Iy ey LeaTy to pour it out
wis &0 deiepiug sowly and  more
abewis o the Lo ek lous.  Then two
stnall elmlpe, wiih w1y eopt, waistcoat
sl trute s Lutg oo thews. Then u
tappe el chalr vuversd with diny
winie dimicy, with sy eravat aod shirt
cullsgr tluowvn wvier the laclk. Then a
chiowt of Couwers with tao of the brass
lussddlos off podd o twwdry, broken china
lnksipml plgeed on it by way of orun.
woend for the op. Then the drosslug
tatde, adarmid by n Y winall looking
cliss abd @ very large pincushlon,
Then e whidow —an apusually large
window. Then a dirk old picture
which the fecble candle dimly showed

we. 1t was the pleture of a fellow in
o ligh I hat, crowued with a
pluzne of ing feathers—a swarthy,

slulster ruttian, shadiug Lis eyes with
Lls band and looking Imtently apward,
it wight be. at some tall gullows on
which be was golug to be bunged, At
uny rate, be bad the appearance of
thoroughly deserving it

This picture put a kind of coustraint
upanl i to ook upward, too—at the top
of the bed, 1t was o gloomy and uot an
Interesting object, and I looked back at
the ploture. 1 counted the feathers in
the maw's bat. They stood out in e
lief~three white, two green. 1 ob-
sorved the erown of bis hat, which was
of a conleal shope, according to the
Cashilon supposed o have been favored
by Gulde Fawkes [ wondered what
Le waus looking up 4l i couldu't be
at the stars, Boach a desperado was
neltlier astrologer vor astronomer, It
twust be ot the bigh gullows, aud he
was golpg tw be hanged presently.
Would the executioner come luto pos
session of Lis conlenl erowned bat and
plume of featbers? 1 counted the fealh-
ors agnin—thres white, two green,

While | still lingered over this very
Tmproving and lotellectual ewployuent
iy thoughts luscasibly begnn to wan-
der.  The moonlight shining Into the
voorm retulnded e of @ certiin moon-
lght wight in England—the nlght niter
uw plegie party In o Welsh valley, By
oy dpcldest of the drive bowewanl,
through Jovuly  scenery, which the
woonlight made  loveller thau  ever,
e buck to wy rencmranee, though
I Lad never given the plenle a thought
for years: though, If 1 had tried to
recolleet Tt, 1 could eertaluty have re
called little or nothing of thot seone
long past. OF al) the wonderful focul
ties that beldp to tell us we are howor-
tal which speuks the sublime truth
more eloguently than wemory?  Here
was [ In a strange bouse of the most
suspiclons character, in n sitvation of
uneertalnty and even of peril which
might seein to muke the cool exerclse
of my recollection almost out of the
question,  vevertheless  remembering,
gulte Inveluntarily, places, people, con-
versations, wilnoie vir\-nuw!am-m of ev-
ery klosd which | bad thought forgot-
ten forever. which 1 conld not possibly
have reculled st will even under the
most fuvorable ausplees.  And what
comse Lad prodoeed In o moment the
whole of this strange, complicated,
mysterlous efMect? Nothing but some
ruys of woonlight shilning in ot wy
bedroom window,

T was still thinkieg of the plenle, of
our wmerriment on the drive howe, of
the geotimental young lady who wounld
quote “Childe Harold™ becaunse It was
moonlight. | was albsorbed by these
pant seenes aid past swusemonts when
in np Instant the thread on which my
memories bung sonpped asomder. My
attention Immediately came back to
proesent things wore vividly than ever,
and | found myself. | opelther knew
why nor wherelore, looking bard at the
pleture again,

Looking for what?

Good God! The man had pulled his
hat down on bis brows! No; the hat
{t=elf was gone! Where was the con-
fes]l erown?  Whore the feathers—
three white, two green? Not there! In
place of the bat and feathers what
dusky object wos it that now hid his
forehend, his eyes, Lis shading hund?

Was the bed moving?

1 turned on my back and looked up.
Was 1 mad, drunk, dreaming, glddy
ngnin or was the top of the bed realiy
moving down, sinklog slowly, regularly, |
uilently, horribly, right down through-
oot the whole of Its length and breadth,
right down vpon me as 1 lay under-
neath?

My blood seemed to stand still. A
dendly, paralyzing coldness stole all
over me ag I turoed my head round on
the pillow and determined (o test
whether the bed top was really moving
or net by Keeplng my eye¢ on the man
in the pleture.

The next look In that direction was
enopgh. The dull, Wack, Froway oul-
Hue of the valanes above mwe wis with.
In an Juch of bwelng pamllel with his
walst, 1 still Jooked bt bilossly, nnd
tendily  and  slowly—very  slowly—1
saw the figare and the lne of frame
below the flcure vanish as the valance
moved down before i

I ntn, eonstitutionnlly, anything but
timhl 1 wave been on more than one |
oceasion In pertl of my life amd have |
not lost iy self possesslon for an ln-l
stant, hut when the convietion first set- |
tled on my mind that the Led top was |
renlly moving, was steadily and con- |
tivuomly slnklng down apon me, II
looked up, shudderiug, belpless, panle |
stricken beveatl the hideous wnehinery |
for murder, which was advancing clos
er and elwosr o sulfocate me where 1
lay.

1 kolked up, motionless, speechloss, |
breathiless, The enpdle, fully spent,
went out, Lot e moonlight still bright.
enisd this vootm. Down and down, with. |
out pausing and withoot sounding,
riame the bad top. and still my panie
terror sevined to bind me faster and
faster to the mattress on which 1 lay.
Down and down It sank till the duosty |
wlor from the linlng of the eanopy |
came stealing Into my nostrils.

At that (inal moment the Instinet of
#oll prewersuation startled me out of my |
trange, amd | moved at last. There|
was just room for me to roll myself |
rideways off the bed.  As T dropped
tolselossly 1o the floor the alge of the |
murdézvas canopy touched me on the |
shonlder, |

Whhout stopping to draw my breath,
without wiping the cold aweat from my |
face, 1 rose nstantly on my knees to |
wateh the bed top. 1 was literally |
spelibound by it 1 T had beard foot- |
sleps Lehind me. T coull sot bhave |
tarned round.  IF A means of escape
hal hewi m?l‘ll(‘uhl‘l.l’! provided for me, i
I conld not Isive moved to take advan-

P tage of It The whole life In me was, |

at that mwoment, concentrated In m:‘
eyes, !

It descended. The whale canopy. |
with the fringe round it, came down—
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down, close down so close that tlwml
was not room wow 1o sqoceze my fin-
gor Letween the Led top gl the e,
I folt at the sidest ol discovered that
whit bad appearsd to me from be
Bedth to be the ardinary light canopy
uf a four post bed, was tn reality a
thici, broad pettiress, the sobsianes
of which was coocealsd by the vo-
lance noad lis fringe. | looked up and
saw the four peeds riaing Wideously
bare.  In the alddle of the bed top
was a Lhioge wooden serow that had ev.
dently worked it down throngh o hole
In the ceiling, just ns ordinary presses
are worked down on the sulistance we
lected for cumprvssion. The Crighttal
apparatus mwoved without making the |
falntest polse.  There hl i
ervuking us It came down, There was |
now not the feiotest vound from the
room above. Awmid o dead aud awfal
silence T beheld before we In the oine- |
teenth century sud In the  elvilized |
eapital of Fravee soch o machive for |
secret miurder by suffocition aos might i
have existed In the worst days of the |
nquisition In the lonely [uns u:m-:ul

Iusen tho |

the Huarz mountalnus, In the mystorl
ous tribunals of Westplinlin, St ns
I Jooked on it I could not move, 1
could bardly breathe, but I began to
recover the power of thinking, and in
a moment | discoverad the murderoas
vouspiracy fromed agninst me in all
its horror, '

My cup of coffee had been drugged
and drugged (oo strougly., 1 had beey
saved from belng smothored by 1
Ing taken an overdose of some narcot
fe. How I had chafed npd frotted ai
the fever fit which hnd preserved my
life by keeplng we awake! How reck.
lessly T bad contided myself o the two
wiretches who bad led me info this
room, determined for the sake of oy
winuings to Kill we in my sloop by 1he
surest and most horrible coutrivis
for gecretly accomplisiing wy destyne
tlon! * How many wwen, winters ik
e, bad slept, ux 1 had propossd 1o
#leep, In that bed and had pever boen
ween or henrd of more! 1 shuddered
at the Lare idea of it

But ere long nll thought was agaln
msuspended by the sight of the murdor
ous cnnopy moving onee mure. ATy
It bad remained on the Iwxl, a8 poarly
as | condd guess, nbout ten doutes it
begnn to move up ngnin,  The t
who worked It ov ldently
Believidd that thelr purpose was now
nccomplizlwl.  Rlowly and wilently, as
It had descendid, that horrible Licd g
rasg toward s former place.  Whon it
reached the upper exiremities of he
four posts, it reaclus] the eviling oo
Nelther bholg nor sevew could e secn,
The bed became In appearsies an o
dinary Isd again, the canopy an op
dinary canopy, even to the most sus
piclous eyes

Now, for the first thoe, 1 wns ahle

v

.

from alwove

fo move, to rise fram my knoos, to
dress myself In my upper elothing and
to conslder how | should es it

I betrayed By the smallest nolse that
the attempt to suffoente me hod folled,
1 was certain to be murdered.  Tiod 1
made any nolse already? [ Fistensd
Intently, looking townrl the door,

No; no footsteps In the pasasge out.
side, no mound of a tread, Nght or
heavy, In the room above; nlsolute #
lence everywhere, esidea locking and
beolting my door, I had moved an old
wooden chest agninst It, which T had
found under the bed. To remove this
chest (my blood ran cold ns 1 thought
of what its contents might bey without
mnking some disturbance was L poss-
ble, nud, woreover, to think of esoap-
ing throngh the house, pow bharosl ap
for the night, wan sheer fusanity, Only
one clinteo was left me-the window,
I stole to it on tiptoe.

My bwdroom was on the fiest loor,
above an entresol, Al looked Into the
back street.

With eaution © rais? iy band o
open the window, knowing
that nction bung by the worest halr
breadih my
keep vigilant wateh fn n bouse of mne
der. 1f any part of (e Praoe ernelied,
If the hinge etvaked, | was a b
It must have occapled e a2l lenst five
minuten, rechoning Ly thme-five hom 1,
reckowdng by s e thnd
window. | dotng It s
Jently, In doing It wiih sl the doxter
Ity of a housebrvsker, and then looked
down into the streel. To leap the dis
tance beneath me wotld be nlinost
certaln destroction, Next 1T okl
round:at the sides of the house. own

ol = 1wy

el

f man

SR IER

sitcesslm! in

| powers na o darlng and expoert ellmber,

LIt o o comfortalde plece 1 thought |

the left slde ean a thick water plpe
which seemod very solid. It passed
close by the ouler edge of the win-
dow, The moment 1 saw the pipe 1
konew 1 was saved, My breath came
and went frecly for the first time alnee
I liond misen the canopy of the bed mov-
ing down upon me

To some men the means of eseape
which I had discovered might have
wovted dienlt nnd dangerous enough,
To me the prospect of slipping down
thee pipe into the street did pot suggest
even a thought of peril. 1 bnd always
been accustomed by the practice of
grimnnsties to keep up my schoolhoy

ol 1 koew that my head, hands and
t would gerve me falthfully In any
1 bad

fugnds of ascent or descent,

drendy got Iz ovver the window
i when w1 the handker-
chlef flled s o ler my pll-
low. 1 eould well bne afforded to

Foave It behind me, but T was revenge-
Cully determined that the miscreants
of the gamsling house should miss
thelr plunder ss well as thelr vietim,
Fo 1 went back to the bed and tied the
heavy bandkerchilef at iy back by my
cravat.

Just os T bnd madedt tight and ixed

loned o sound of breathing outside the

doar. The enlll feeling of horror ran
through e agiln as 1 lstened. No;
dead sllenev still In the passage. 1

Lnd only benrd the night alr blowing
witly into the room. The next ino-
went 1 owas on the window sill, and the
test T had a firm grip on the water
plpe with my hands and knees,

I wlid down Into the street easily and
ey, as 1 thooght 1 shounld, and .
uedintely set off at the top of wmy
specdd to o branch “prefecture™ of po-
Her which 1 kpew was situsted in the
Inpmedinte peighborhiood, A “subpre-
feet™ and severnl pleked men nmong
s subdrdinntes happened to be up,
mntaring, 1 belleve, some scheme for
iscovering the perpetrator of a mys-
tevions murder which all Parls was
talilng=~ar just then. When I began
my story In o breathloss hurry and in
vory badd French, 1 could see that the
proefect suspected me of belng a
dravken Englishian who bad robisd
rottebondy, bt b soon altered his oplo-
au 1 woent on, and before 1 bad any-
e ke eoncluded be shoved all the
papers before him Into a drawer, put
ot his bat, supplied me with another,
fur 1 was barcheaded, ordered a thle of
oldiers, desired his expert followers
to get ready all sorts of tools for
broanking open doors and  ripping up
briek flooriug apd took my art in the
st friemdly dod  familinr manner
possible to dend me with bim out of
W bowse, ! owill veoture to say that
when the subprefect was a little boy
nnd was token for the first tioe to
tl play he waoas not halfl as wuch
nisd an he was pow at the job In
pect for him  at the gambling
Thosttsgs,

Away we went through the streets,
the snbprefect cross examining and
congratubiting me In the snine breath
we marched at the heand of our
formidable posse comitatus,  Sentinels
woere pliced ot the lnck and froat of
the hotse the moment we got to It. A
tremendons battery of knocks was di-
roctod aguninst the door, A light ap-
redd ot n window, 1 was told to
weal myself behlnd the police, Then
cume more knocks and a ery of “Open
M the nome of the law!™ At the ter-
rible summwos bolts and locks gnve
way before an invie'Sle band, and the
moment after the subprefect wias In
the passage, confromting s walter half
dressed om! ghustly pate. This was
the short dlalogue which immedlately
toak place

wint

8

\ to see the Englishman
who Is sleeping in this hoose.”

“He Ht away hours ago.”

“fHe did po suek thing. His friend
wreol away. He remalned. Bhow us
Ins bedroom ™

“I swear to you, M. le Bous-prefect,
e ks net bere, He™—

To by
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Contimuedl,

“The nicest and pleasantest medi-

cine | have usod for indigestion and
copstipation s Chamberiain®s Stom.
nch and Liver Tabiets," says Melard
N. Y.

F. Cealg, of Middlegrove,
‘They work like a charm and do not

gripe or have any unpleasant effect.”
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