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are very worthy and excellent fellows;
but tbey are mortal men, my dear sir,
and they have their amlaLle weak-
nesses. Need I say more? Ah, no, no.
You understand me! Now, this la what
you must do send for a cabriolet when
you feci quite well aguiu. draw op all
the wludows when you get into it and
tell the driver to take you home only
through the largo and well lighted
thoroughfares. Io this, and you and
your money will bo safe. iJo this, and
tomorrow ;ou will thank an old sol-
dier fur giving you a word of honest
advice."

Just aa tha ex-h- i a ve ended bis oration
In very lachrymose tone the coffee
came in. ready mured out in two cups.
My attentive friend handed me one of
the cups with ji bow. I was parched
with thirst and druuk It ff at a draft
Almost Instantly afterward I was seia-e- .l

with a lit fit giddiness and felt more
completely lntoxicnU-- thuu ever. The
room whirled round and round furious-
ly; the old soldier siviimmI to be regu-
larly bobbing up and down before me
like, the piston of a steam engine. I was
half deafened by a violent singing in
my curs: u feeling of utter bewilder-
ment, helplessness. Idiocy, overcame
me. I rose from my chair, holding on
by the table to keep my balance, and
stammered out that I felt dreadfully
unwell so unwell that I did not know
bow I was to get home.

"My dear frleniL" answered the old
soldier, and even his voice seemed to be
bobbing up ntid down as bo spoke
"my dour friend, it would be madness
to go home In your state. You would be
sure to lose your money. You might
be robbed nod murdered with the great-
est ease. I tun going to sl.-c- p here. Do
you sleep here too. They make up cap-
ital beds iu this house. Take one, sleep
off the effects of the wine uud go home
snfely with your wiuiilngs tomorrow-tomorr- ow,

u broad daylight."
I had but two Ideas left one, that I

must never let go bold of my handker-
chief full of money; the other, that 1

must lie down somewhere Immediately
and fall off into a comfortable sleep.
So I agreed to the pioitosal about the
bed and took the offered arm of the old
soldier, carrying my money with my
disengaged hand. Preceded by the
croupier, we passed along somo pas-
sages and up a illght of stairs Into the
bedroom which I was to occupy, Tho

shook me warmly by the
baud, proMsed that we should break-
fast together nud then, followed by the
croupier, left me for the night

I ran to the wash baud stand, drank
somo of the water in my Jug. poured
tho rest out and plunged my face Into
it; then sat down In a chair and tried to
comjioso myself. I soon felt better.
The change for my lungs from the
fetid atmosphere of the' gambling room
to the cool air of the apartment I now
occupied, the almost equally refreshing
change for my eyes from the glaring
gaslights of tho "salon" to the dim.
quiet flicker of one bedroom candle, aid-
ed wonderfully the restorative effects of
cold water. The giddiness left me, and
I began to feel a little like a reasonable
being again. My first thought was of
the risk of sleeping all night In a

my second, of the still
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Lui.d fn.m which the water I
li.iti sp '.i i. In no hurry to pour it out
..: ;!) l ly and more

sLnvi.- ibr ' r''1' ''"or- - Then twe
su.:: II rhulrs. v!lh coat, waistcoat
u.i.l Irons. :s uui i; ou tlu ui. Then
Uu;e cuasr covered with dirty
winie iliiniiy. with uiy cravat uud shirt
collar thro vii over the buck. Then a
chest of tinners with t.vo of the brass
handles o.T nnd a tawdry, broken china
Inkstand placed ou it by way of orna-
ment tr the top. Then the dressing
tabL-- . adorned by a very smull looking
gUisi and a tcry large pincushion.
Then the window an unusually largo
window. Then a dark old picture
which th feeble candle dimly showed
me. It was the picture of a fellow In
a high Swiish bat, crowued with a
plume of towering feathers a swarthy,
sinister rutlian. shading his eyes with
his Laud uud looking hiteutly upward,
it might be. at some tall gulluws on
which be was going to be hunted. At
any rate, he hud the appearance of
thoroughly deserving it

This picture put kind of constraint
upou me to look upward, too at the top
of the bed. it was a gloomy aud uot an
interesting object, aud I looked buck at
tho picture. I counted the feathers iu
tho muu'a hat Tbey stood out iu re-

liefthree white, two green. 1 ob-

served the crown of bis hat, which was
of a couical shape, according to the
fashion supposed i have been favored
by Guidu Fawkcs. I wondered whut
he wus looking up at It couldn't be
at the stars. Such a desperado was
neither astrologer nor astronomer. It
must be at the high gulluws, uud he
was going to be hanged presently.
Would the executioner come into pos-

session of bis conical crowued hat aud
lume of feathers? I counted the feath-

ers again three white, two green.
While 1 still lingered over this very

Improving aud Intellectual employment
my thoughts Inseuslbly beguu to wan-
der. The moonlight shining luto tho
room reminded uie of a certain moon-
light night Iu England the ulgbt after
u picnic party In a Welsh vulley. Ev-

ery incident of the drive homewurd,
through lovely scenery, which the
moonlight made lovelier thau ever,
came back to my rememaraucc, though
I hud never given the picnic thought
for years: though. If I bud tried to
recollect It. I could certainly have re-

called little or nothing of th;t scene
long past Of all the wonderful facul-
ties that help to tell us we are Immor-
tal which speaks the sublime truth
more eloquently than memory? Here
was I iu a strange house of the most
suspicious character. In a situation of
uncertainty and even of peril which
might seem to make the cool exercise
of my recollection almost out of the
question, nevertheless remembering,
quite Involuntarily, places, people, con-
versations, minute clrcuinstuiices of ev-
ery kind which 1 had thought forgot-
ten forever, which I could not possibly
have recalled at will even under the
most favorable auspices. And whut
cause hud produced In a moment the
whole of this strange, complicated,
mysterious effect? Nothing but somo
rays of moonlight shining In nt my
bedroom window.

I was still thinking of the picnic, of
our merriment ou the drive home, of
the sentimental young ludy who would
quote "Childe Harold" because It wus
moonlight I was absorbed by those
past scenes aud past amusements wheu
Iu an instant th thread on which my
memories hung snapped asunder. My
attention Immediately came back to
present things more vividly than ever,
and 1 found myself. I neither knew
why nor wherefore, looking bard at the
picture again.

Looking for what?
Good God! The man bad pulled his

hat down on bis browst No; the hat
Itself was gone! Where was the con-

ical crown? Where the feathers-thr- ee

white, two green? Not therel In
place of the bat and feathers what
dusky object was It that now bid bla
forehead, bla eyes, his shading baud?

Was the bed moving?
I turned on my back and looked up.

Waa I mad, drunk, dreaming, giddy
again or was the top of thn bed really

i1

Bed Si Si

rience In this sort of thing I never saw
such luck aa yours never 1 Go on, sir
sacre nilllo boniIes! Go on boldly and
break the bank!"

I turned round and saw, nodding and
smiling at me with Inveterate civility,
a tall man dressed in a frogged and
braided surtout

If I had lieen in my senses, I should
have considered him personally aa be-
ing rather a auspicious specimen of an
old soldier. lie had goggling, bloodshot
eyes, mangy mustaches and a broken
nose. Ills voice betrayed a barrack
room intonation of the worst order,
and ho had the dirtiest pair of hands 1

ever saw, even iu France. These little
personal peculiarities exercised, how-
ever, no repelling Influence, on me. In
the mnd excitement, tho. reckless trb,
amph of Hint moment, I (wns ready to
fratcrnizo with anybody! who encour-
aged mo in my game. Il accepted the
old aoldler'a offered pinch of snuff,
clapped him on the back and swore he
was tho honestest fellow in the world
the most glorious rclle of the grand
army that I hnd ever met (with. "Go
on!" cried my military friend, snapping
his fingers in ecstasy. "Go on and$viu!
Rrcnlc the bank mlllo tomierres, t my
gallant English comrade, break (the
bank!"

And I did go on went on nt such' a
rate that In another quarter of an hour
the croupier called out. "Gentlemen,
tho bank hua d I scout In tied for tonight!"
All tho notes and all the gold in that
bank now lay In n heap under my
bands; the wholo floating capital of the
gambling house was waiting to pour
iuto my pockets!

"Tie up the money-i- i your handker-
chief, my worthy Bir," said the old sol-
dier as I wildly plunged my hands Into
my heap of gold. "Tie it uptns we used
to tlo up a bit of dinner lnHho grand
army. Your winnings are 'too heavy
for uny brooches pockets thattcver were
sowed. There, that's It shovel them
In, notes and nil! Oredic, wflint luck!
Stop amslher napoleon (on ,the floor!
Ah, sncro petit pollssoiw do 'Napoleon,
have 1 found thee at hist? Now then,
sir two tight double knots each way
with your honorable. and
the money's safe.1 Fend it fecit it, for-
tunate sir hard undromid as. a can-
non ball Ah, bnh, if they" had only
fired such cannon balls at intuit Auster-lit- s

noin d'une pipe! If theyoiiIy hud!
And now, as un aitcicut grenadier, as
on ox brave of the French army, wlint
remains for mo to do? I iikU what?
Simply this to entreat my valud Eng-
lish friend ito drink a bottle of chnin-pagn- o

wit In me and toast the goddess
of fortune fin foaming goblets- - before
we part."

Excellent) ex-br- a vel Coirvivaltniicieut
grenadier! Champagne, by allimeaus!
An ICnglltdi cheer for an old soldier-hurr- ah,

hurrah!, Another English cheer
for tho goddess Fortune hurrah, hur-
rah, hurrah!

"Bravo tho Englishman, the amiable,
gracious Englishman, in whopo veins
circulates the vivacious blood of
France! Another glass? Ah, boh the
bottle is (empty! Never mindit Vive le
vln! I, the iwld Isoldler. order! another
hot tlo and (half) a pound of (bonbons
with ttr

"No no,s never, i ancient
grenadier! Your hottlctlust time; my
bottle this!) liehold It! Toimt wny,'
Thqi Fronds nxmy, the great Napoleon,
the? present! company, tho croupier, tho
honest croupier's wife and Iauglnirs
If 'he hnsoiny the Indies .generally., ev-

ery liody m the world!"
By tho tlmo the second ImtOo of

chnnrjwgno) wns emptied I felt ns If I
hnd been drinking, liquid fire my brnfn
seemed all' aflame. No excess tn wine
has ever laid thlscffert on inc. before
in my, life. Was itlthe result of Mstimu-Ian- t

acting; nponj my system when I
wn in a highly! excited static? Watt
my stomach In n particularly disordered
condition, orWnithe chiianpnguc amaz-
ingly strong?

"Ex-brnv- e of tho'FrpnoJunrniy:" cried
I In a nuid state oOcxIilbiRitloii.i"! am
on Are! How nro'yon? u hare set
me on fire! Po jon henr.( my hero of
Austcrlitx? iTctfus luive nl third Imttle
of chnmpngne tofliut thoifnmc ort!"

The old mddierrwnggod, his het.d. roll-
ed his gogglo eyes until I. expected to
see them slip tout of tls-l- r sockets,
plnced his dirty' forefinger' by Vtlie side
of bis broken meo. solemnly ejaculated
"CofTecr' ami Immediately ronton Into
an limerirooii).

Tho wordipronounecd by"thc ecxvntrU?
reternnsociiHutlto-hnv- ninaglcal effect
on the rest f the compnny present.
Wlthsmeineeiord they nib rose (to depart.

they had expected) to profit
by my tnrocicntion, but. finding that
my new fr'nwl was benevolently lent
on prowtiiLnir me from Dotting deail
ilrnnk, hail mow nrando-tc- nil hope of,
thrlvlni; ptwistittly on ' my iwinnings.
Whatever their motrve migbtfiie, at any
rate tbeywent nway hi a !ody. When
the old 'iwldier returned and sat down
opiHislte-t- meat the tatJe, we hnd the
nwiii to s. I could so the
croupier f it a nort of vsstlhi(1e wlricb
opened out 'if 'it eat in his supper iu
solitude. TneiKllinre wns nnw deeper
than ever.

A sudden cheaf e.too.thnd cometoTer
tho Ue nsnumiil a por-
tentously solemn look, and wlien ho
spoke to r.te ngntn his KHoechtwiut orna-
mented by no tsKiliis, enforced by no
linger snapping etUivimcd Xxy na aptm-trophe- s

or exr lAiutlioiw.
"Msten,iiny iVwr nir," saldjhe in mys-

teriously comldeutfctl tones, "listen to
an old soldier udrii-e.- , I h;me been to
the mistress as' the house In very
charming wiarain, witb a for
tkeryi to bnptx-ss.oti- - her the neces-

sity of 'inaldiu: us p:trt!culiU ly
srorsntid guod ,You iimst.ilrlulc
tills iHi!7oe la onlcr bi 'get rUl of1 your
littlemnl:il-t- rxal'atinn of Hjiirits be-

fore jtou tl:&,k-- i of girfr.g borne you
must, my gool ami gmelous friend!
Wlthinll tbnt irney itotake home to
nlglitfit Is n snci-e- ilx1 to yiuirsrlf to
havefjour "wIlw nlssit ju- - Von are
known Tr hn a manner to. an sni'rinous
extent by stsronb tei:t.niien (Tewiit to- - j

night, wlsi.(!U a t of view,'

When people are contetn plating a trip
whether on busiiiHss oi pleasure, they
naturally want lb" bet mtvico ol
tainablo far as I, comfort aud
ttlety I? concerned. limp lovers o

the Wisconsin (Yi.tr. d l.iuo sis lid
to serve th public uml our tniins

so us to im.kf i lose connec-
tion with diverging iiucs st all junct-
ion points,
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if Terribly
Strange

it

after my educationSIlIOKTI.YI was finished I hap
pened to be staying at Paris
with an English friend We

were both young men then ami lived,
X am afraid, rather wild life In the
delightful city of our sojourn. One
nig lit .we were idling about the uclgh-- '
borhood of the Pulaia Itoyal doubtful
to whut amusement we should next
betake ourselves. My friend proimsed
a visit to Kraacati's, but his sugge-

stion was not to my taste. I knew
' l'rn son U's, as the French saying Is, by

i heart; bad lotit and won plenty of five
franc pieces there merely fur amuse-
ment's sake until It was annulment
no lunger and whs thoroughly tired. In
fact, of oil tho ghastly respectabilities
of such a social auomuly as a respect-
able gambling bouse. "For heaven's
suite, sum i to my Irtena. "let us go
somewhere where we can see a Utile
genuine, blackguard, poverty stricken

' gaming, with no false gingerbread gilt
ter thrown over It at ulL Let us get
away from fashionable Fruscatl's to a
houHe where they don't mind letting In
a man with a ragged coat or n man
with uo coat, ragged or otherwise."
"ory well," raid my friend. "We
needn't go out of the. Pnlnls Itoyal to
lliid the sort of company you want.
Here's the pluee Just before us, as
bluckguurd a place, by all reKirt. as
you could possibly wish to see." In
another mlnuto we arrived at the door
and entered the house.

When we got upstairs and had left
our bats and sticks with the door-
keeper, we were admitted Into the
chief gambling room. We did not find
innny peoplo assembled there, but
few as the men were who looked up at
ns on our entrance they were nil types

lamentably true types of their re---

sportive classes.
We had come to see blackguards,

but these men were something worn.
There Is a comic sWo, more or less ap-
preciable. In nil blackguardism. Hero
there was nothing but tragedy mute,
weird tragedy. The quiet in the room
was horrible. The thin, haggard, long
haired young man. whose sunken eyes
fiercely watched tho turning up of the
cards, never sisiko; the thilihy, fat
faced, pimply player who pricked his
piece of pustoliourd perseverlngly to
Ngister bow often bluck won and how
often rod never spoke: tho dirty, wrin-
kled old man, with the vulture oyvs and
the darned grcntcout. who had lost his
last sou and still looked on desperately
after he could play no longer never
spnke. Even the voice of tho croupier
sounded as If It were strangely dulled
and thickened In the atmosphere of the
room. I had entered the place to laugh,
but the spccUcle liefore me wns some-
thing to weep over. I soon found It
necessary to tnko refuge in excitement
from the depression of spirits which
was fast stealing on me. I nfortunnte-l- y

I sought the nearest excitement by
going to the table and lieglniilng to
pluy. Still more unfortunately, as tho
event' will show, I won won prodi-
giously, won Incredibly, won nt such a
rate that the regular players tit the" ta-
ble crowded round me anil, staring at
my stakes with hungry, superstitious
eyes, whispered to one another thut the
English stranger was coins to break
the bank.

The game was rouge ct uolr. I had
played at It in every city In Europe,
without, however, the care or the wish
to study tho theory of chances, that
philosopher's stone of all gamblers,
and a gambler In tho strict sen so of
the word I have never been. I was
heart whole from tho corroding passion
for play. My gaming was a mere idle
amusement. I never resorted to It by
uecesslty because I never know what
it was to want 'money. I never prac-
ticed it so incessantly as to lose more
than I could afford or to gnlu more
than I could coolly pocket without lin-

ing thrown off my balance by my good
luck. In short, I bad hitherto frequent-
ed gaming tables just as I frequented
ballrooms and opera bouses because
they amused me and because I bad
nothing better to do with my leisure
hours.

Kut on this occasion it was very dif-
ferent; now, for tho first time in my
life, I felt what the passion for play
really was. My success first bewilder-
ed and then, in the most literal mean-
ing of the word, intoxicated me. In-
credible aa it may npcar. It Is never-
theless true, that I only lost when I at-
tempted to estimate chances and played
according to previous calculation. If I
left everything to luck and staked with-
out any care or consideration, I wns

ore to win to win In tho face of ev-
ery recognised probability In fsvor of
the bank. At first some of the men
present ventured their money safely
enough on my color, but I speedily in-

creased my atnkc to sums which they
dared not risk. One after another they
loft off playing and brrathlessly looked
on nt my game.

PtilL time after time, I staked higher
and higher and still won. The excite-
ment In the room rose to fever pitch.
The silence was Interrupted by a deep
muttered chorus of oaths and exelamn-tlon- s

In different languages every time
the gold was shoveled across to my
side of the table; even the Iniportnrb-ubl- o

croupier dashed his rake on the
floor In a (French) fury of astonish-
ment nt my success. Hut one mnn pres-
ent preserved his self possession, and
ttitt man wns my friend. He came t
rny aide and, whispering in English,

bn:gfd me to leave the place, satisfied
with what I had already gained. I
must do hliu the justice to say that be
repented his wnrniuga and entreaties
several times and only left me and
went away after I bad rejected bis ad-
vice I was to all intents and purposes
gambling drunk) in terms which ren-
dered It impossible f him to address
ine agnlu that night

Hhortiy after lie bad gone a hoarse
voice behind no cried: "Permit me, my
dear air permit me to restore to their
proor place two nnolooiis which you
linve dropped. Wonderful luck, sir! I
pledge you my word of honor, as an old
soldier. In the course of my long expe
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the left side ran a thick water pipe
which seemed very solid. It passed
close by tho outer edge of the win-
dow. The moment I saw the pipe I
know I wus saved. My breath came
and wont freely for the first time alnce
I had scon the canopy of the bed mov-

ing down uion inc.
To some men the means of escape

which I had discovered might have
teemed ditllcult and dangerous enough.
To mo tho prospect of slipping down
the pipe into the street did not suggest
even u thought of htII. 1 bad always
boon nccustomed by the practice of
gymnastics to keep up my schoolboy
powers ns n daring and excrt clluilier,
nnd I knew that my head, hands and
feet would serve mo faithfully in any
hazards of nxooiit or descent. I bud
already got n' Imj ovver the window
Bli! when I ' "e-- the handker
chief tilled ...ii .. - my pll-lo-

I could well ha . a afforded to
1 uve it behind me, but I was revenge-
fully determined that the miscreants
of the gambling house should miss
their plunder ns well aa their victim.
'o I went back to the bed and tied the

heavy handkerchief at my back by my
cravat

Just as I bad uiadV4t tight and fixed
It iu n comfortable place I thought 1

heard a sound of breathing outside the
door. The clilIT feeling of horror ran
through me again as I listened. No;
dead silence still in the passage. I
had only heard the night air blowing
softly Into the room. The next mo-

ment I was ou the window sill, and the
next I hnd a firm grip on the water
pipe with my bauds and knees.

I ulid down Into the street easily and
ipiictly, us I thought I should, and Im-

mediately set off at the top of my
IicoJ to a branch "prefecture" of po-

lice which I knew was situated In the
Immediate neighborhood. A "subpre-fect- "

nnd several picked men among
his subordinates bupieued to be up,
maturing, I believe, some scheme for
discovering the perpetrator of mys-
terious murder which all Taris waa
talUlnof Just then. When I begun
my atory in a breathless hurry and in
very bud Trench, I could see that the
nul .prefect auspected me of being a
drunken Englishman who bad roblied
somebody, but be soon altered bis opin-
ion as I went on, and liefore 1 bad any-
thing like concluded he shoved all the
papers liefore biin Into a drawer, put
on his hat, supplied me with another,
for I was bareheaded, ordered a file of
bobbers, desired bis expert followers
to got ready all smrts of tools for
breaking open doors and ripping up
brick Mooring nnd took my arm In the
most friendly and fuiullinr manner
lios-sibl- to lead Ine with him out of
tho bouse. I will venture to say that
when the subprefeot waa a little boy
nnj wns taken for the first time to
the play be wna not half as much
pleased as he waa now at the job In
prosiH-c- t for hlui at the gambling
house.

A way we went through the streets,
the snbprefect cross examining and
congratulating me In the same breath
ns we inarched at the bead of our
formidable iosse comitatua. Sentinels
wore plnced nt the back and front of
tho house the moment we got to It A
tremendous battery of knocks was di-

rected against the door. A light ap-
peared at a window, I was told to
conceal myself behind the police. Then
came more knock and a cry of "Open
n the name of the biwl" At the ter-

rible summons bolts and locks gave
way before an Invls'Vde band, and the
moment after the snbprefect was In
the passage, confronting a waiter half
drisKod nud ghastly pule. This was
tlie slKirt dialogue which Immediately
took placo:

"We tfTint to see the Englishman
who Is sleeping In this bouse."

He wont away hours ago."
"He did no such thing. Ills friend

went away, lie remained. Show ua
his bedroom!"

"I swear to you, M. le Bous-prefec- t,

he Is not here. He"
T' Itr C'minvrtt.

UTlui hImuI a r. ,1 n , 1 . .1 1

cine nave umu ior iniiigpsunn anil
e ntipaion Is fhsmher'sio' Hlnoi-sc- h

and Liver Tahiet," saji Melard
V. Crniir, nf Mlddlegrov. N, V.

i 'They work like charm anil do md
gripe or have any unpleasant effect."
For sale by Tlie Delta Drug Store.
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down, close douii so close that there
was not room now to Mpiccze my fin-R-

between tlie lied top aud the lied.
I felt nt thn sides and discovered thnt
what bad upiu-arc- to me from be-

neath to be the ordinary litjht canopy
of a four post bi'd wus In reality a
thick, broad mattress, the substuiico
of which waa concealed by the va-
lance nnd lis fringe. 1 looked up nnd
saw tho four msts rising hideously
bare. In the middle of the bed top
was a huge wooden screw that had ev-
idently worked It down through a bole
in the celling. Just as ordinary presses
are worked down ou the substance se-

lected for compression. The frightful
apparatus moved without maklni; tho
faintest nolie. There had been uo
crcukiui; as It came down. There wus
now not the faintest sound from the
room above. Amid a dead and awful
silence I behelj liefore me in the nine-
teenth century nud In the civilized
capital of France such a machine for
secret murder by suffocation ns might
have existed iu the worst days of the
inquisition in the lonely Inns anionic
the liars mountains. In the mysteri-
ous tribunals of Westphalia. Still as
I looked on it I could uot move. I
could hardly breathe, but I begun to
recover the power of thinking, and in

moment I discovered the murderous
conspiracy framed against me in nil
its horror.

My cup of coffee bad licen drugged
and drugged too strongly. I bad been
saved from being smothered by hav-
ing tuken an overdose of some narcot-
ic. How I had chafed aud fretted at
the fever fit which had preserved my
life by keeping me awake! How reck-
lessly I had confided myself to the two
wretches who hud led mo luto this
room, determined for the sake of my
winnings to kill me In my sleep by the
surest nnd most horrible contrivance
for secretly accomplishing toy destruc-
tion! ' How many men, winners like
me. hnd slept, us I had proposed to
sleep, in that lied nnd hud never been
seen or heard of morel I shuddered
at the bare idea of It

I'.ut ere long all thought waa again
siiHpondcd by the sight of the murder-
ous canopy moving once more. After
It hnd remained mi the InhI, as nearly
as I could guess, alsiut ten minutes it
begun to move up ana In. The villains
who worked it from ulxne evidently
believed that their pursise wns now
accomplished. Slowly nnd silently, ns
It hnd descended, that horrible bed top
roso toward its former place. When it
reached the upper extremities of tlio-fo-

iiosts, it reached the celling too.
Neither holo; nor screw could lie aeon.
The bed became In appearance an or-

dinary bed again, the canopy nn or-

dinary ennopy, even to the most sus-
picious eyes.

Now, for the first time, I was nblc
to move, to rlso from my knots, to
dress myself in my upper clothing nnd
to consider how I should escape. If
I betrayed by the smallest noixe that
the attempt to suffocate me hnd failed,
I was certain to be murdered. Had I
mndo any noise already? I listened
Intently, looking toward the door.

No; no footsteps In the passage out-
side, no sound of a trend, light or
heavy. In the room above; absolute si-

lence everywhere. Resides locking nnd
bolting my door, I had moved nn old
wooden cheat against It, which I hnd
found under the bed. To remove this
chest (my blood ran cold as I thought
of what its contents might be) without
making some disturbance waa Impiwsi-We- ,

and, moreover, to think of escap-
ing through the house, now burred np
for the night "n sheer Insanity. Only
one chance waa left mo the window.
I stole to it on tiptoe.

My bedroom was on the first floor,
above an entresol, and looked Into the
back street

With caution I rnlwd my band to
open the window, knowing tbnt on
that notion bung by the merest hair-
breadth my chance of safe;y. They
beep vigilant watch In a house of mur-
der. If any part of the frame crack c 1.

If the binge creaked, I wns a lt man.
It must have occupied nie at least live
minutes, reckoning by tim-e- live horn .t.

reckoning by sui-p-i me to open that
Window. I succeeded in doing It si-

lently. In doing It with nil the dexter-
ity of a housebreaker, nnd then looked
down Into the street To Ice p the dis-

tance beneath me would be almost
certain destruction. Next I looked
round at the aide of the house. Lkiwo

greater risk of trying to get out after
the bouse was closed uwfl of going home
nloiio nt night through the streets of
I'aris with a large sum of money about
me. I bad slept In worse places than
this on my travels, so I determined to
lock, bolt and barricade my door and
take my chance till the next morning. '

Accordingly I secured myself against
all Intrusion, looked under the bed nnd
Into the cupboard, tried the fastening
of the window and thou, satisfied that
I bad taken every proper precaution,
pulled off my upper clothing, put my
light, which was n dim one, on the
hearth among a feathery litter of wood
nslies and got luto bed with the hand-
kerchief full of money under my pil-

low.
I soon felt not only that I 'could not

go to sleep, but that i could not even
close my eyes. I was wide nwske nud
In a high fever. Every nerve In my
body trembled; every one of my senses
seemed to be preternaturally sharp-
ened. I tossed nnd foiled and tried ev-

ery kind of position uud crseveringly
sought out the cold corners of the bed,
but nil to no purpose. Now I thrust
tny arms over the clothes: now I poked
them under the clothes: now I violently
shot my legs straight out down to the
l)ottoni-o- f the ln-d-: now I convulsively
colled them up ns uenr uiy chin as they
would go: now I shook out my crum-
pled pillow, chnnged It to the cool side,
patted It flat nnd lay down quietly en
my back: now I fiercely doubled it In
two, set It up on end. thrust It against
the board of the bed nnd tried a sitting
posture. Every clort was In vain. I
groaned with vexation ns I felt that 1

was in for a sleepless night
What could I do? t had no book to

rend, nnd yet. unless I found out some
method of diverting my mind, I felt
certain that I was In the condition to
Imagine nil sorts of horrors, to rnck
my hriiln Willi forelsslinps of every
pofT.IMc and Impossible danger; In
short, to pass the night In suffering all
conooivnble varieties of nervous terror.

I raised myself ou my elbow and
looked nlsiut the room which was
brightened by n lovely moonlight poiie-lii-

straight through the window to
see If It contained any pictures or orna-
ments that 1 could nt nil clearly dis-
tinguish. While my eyes wandered
from wall to wall a remembrance of
I.c Maistrc's delightful little book.
"Voyage A r. tour de Ma Chnmlire." oc-

curred to me. I resolved to Imitate the
French author and find occupation and
nuinscmcnt enough to relieve the te-

dium of my wakefulness by making a
niMital Inventory of every nrtlcle of
furniture I could sec and by following
up to their sources the multitude of

which even a chair, a table
or n wash hand stand may be made to
call forth.

In the nervous, unsettled state of my
mind at that moment I found It much
easier to make my Inventory than to
make my rellootlons and thereupon soon
gave up all hn;ie of thinking In I.e
Maistrc's fanciful track, or. Indeed, of
thinking at all. I looked atxtut the
room nt the different articles of furni-
ture and did not! lus more.

Tin re was, first, the U-- I was lying
in; n four ot hod of all things In the
world to meet with in l'nrls yes. a
thorough, c!uui!;. di four poster,
wi.u a regular top lined with thiiitx,
the regular frinccd vahinue all round,
the regular stilling, unwholesome cur-
tains, which I remembered having

drawn back against the posts
without particularly isHticing tlie lil
wheu I first got luto the room. Theni
there was tlie marble topped wash

moving down, sinking slowly, regularly,
silently, horribly, right down through-
out the whole of Its length and breadth,
right down upon me as I lay under-
neath?

My blood seemed to stand stilt. A
deadly, paralyzing coldness stole all
over me ns I turned my bend round ou
tho pillow and determined to test
whether the bed top was really moving
or not by keeping my eye on tho man
In the picture.

The next look In that direction wns
enough. The dull, bluck, frowzy out-
line of the valance above me wns with-
in nu Inch of being parallel with bis
waist. I still looked breathlessly, and
steadily and slowly very slowly I
saw thp figure aud the line of frame
below the figure vanish as the valance
moved down before it.

I am, constitutionally, anything but
timid. I have been on more than one
occasion In peril of my life and have
not lust my self possession for an in-

stant, but when the conviction first set-

tled on my mind that the bod top was
really moving, was steadily and con-

tinuously sinking down upon me, I
looked up, shuddering, helpless, panic
stricken licueath the hideous machinery
for murder, which was advancing clos-

er nud closer to suffocate me where I
Lay.

I looked up. motionless, speechless,
breathless. The candle, fully spent,
went out. but tie moonlight still bright-
ened the room. Down and down, with-
out pausing and without sounding,
came the lied top, and still my panic
terror seemed to bind me faster and '

faster to the mattress on which I lay.
Down nnd down it annk till the dusty
cxbr from tlie lining of the canopy
came stealing Into my nostrils.

At tint final moment the Instinct of
self preservation startled me out of my
trance, and I moved at lust. There
wns just moin for me to roll myself
sideways off tlie bed. Aa I dropped
noiselessly to tlie floor the edge of the
murderous canopy touched me on the
shoulder.

Without stopping to draw my breath.
without wiping tlie cold sweat from my
face, I rose Instantly on my knees to
watch the bed top. I was literally
spellbound by It If I bad beard foot-
steps behind me. I could not have
turned round. If a means of escape
had lioou miraculously provided for me,
I could not buve moved to take advan-
tage of It The whole life Id me was,
at that moment, concentrated In my
eyes. s

It descended. The whole canopy.
With the fringe round It came down


