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gest ways and means for the day of en-

tertainment, fruitlessly, be elucidated
lo us bis own Idea of a programme,
which was voted ou and adopted by
unanimous and Immediate conatenL

This narrative deals solely with tbe
first number of the programme, so you
will be compelled to surmise the others
from It.

Wo will begin," says Dillon. "In the
mornin' wld what ye might dlsblgaate

tooruyralnt This Is tbe way av ut: We
wull have rounded up a buncb av tbiin
dlvlls ar bronchos, au' we wull also
have rounded up a buncb av jolly
bhoys. We wull beguile the bboys to
the backs av tbe bronchos an' wull
give the best bustber av thlm a fotue,
fat purse, which he wull spiud liume-Jutl-

This, ye may uuderstbaud. Is

leglt'mut, wld excoitement enough to
kape aft tbe raw idge ar their tiuiper.
Thin we wull But this Is as much
a concerns us. -

Now, 'that species of rough riding
wblcb 1 known in the west United
State under the provincialism "bron-

cho busting" is not, a a business, ulco.

It is brutal and violent under any con-

ditions, but when resorted to on gala
occasions as a sport It ha element of
character that would have endeared it,
mildly at least, to tbe amphitheater of
niedheval Rome. I have ouly ouce seen
It In this aspect, though not unfamiliar'
with the regular forty dollar per month
skirmishes.

Galena was a busy little town. Ev-

ery man in 'Montana that could dis-

tinguish pay stuff from pyrites of Iron
extolled it, and It was nn actual center
of a vast expanse of stock country.
Dillon's was tbe extreme Inner point of
this centrallty, tbe meeting bouse and
council chamber of prominent citizens,
the rendezvous of a wide assortment of
the erring human animal. Dillon bad
need to be a splendid whip, and be
was. Skittish leaders or sullen wheel-
ers, vicious or gent la, all flllke felt the
strong hand on tbe box.

A goodly purse was collected against
tbe coming of tbe popular event Dil-

lon's ante (bis own word) was a hun-
dred, and a number of others came
down handsomely. But In tbe Interval
between tbe statement of the idea and
tbe day of fulfillment there arose the
necessity for some modification In tbe
plans. Dillon bud relied on procuring
a number of bad and unbroken horse
and on having tbe many volunteer
riders break them on time, or some
thing, of that sort When th trlnl wan
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riv ex liei !! and cnpaviiy would per

mit. I w. forced l abjure hi so

ciety.
About l' he p't on a tuhle omebow

and anumum-- d the riding uiid invited
tht nniti sllliu lii'stei up lo throw dice
for choice .f tM.rse. This railed forth
uproarious yell of applause. One of
the contestant, the north valley repre
sentative, vm not present, but hi

mentor was. Willi full !' to act
This latter. Iiowewr. an tl ranch fore
man wltb builly lowed teg and
crooked iHick. called out renewed
cheers by remarking that be reckoned
It didn't tunke "mncli dlff'rence about

He announced tne ruling
tbe throwln', as Curlew Is satisfied--

with n'most any bras."
But the south valley contingent de-

murred at this, and Dillon routed It as
unparliamentary, so old Joe and tbe
south valley man cast for choice, and
the throw was Joe's. He gcntUy choss
the horse tiiut should be nearer the
corral gate. Then they shook out again
for precedence lu order of riding, and
this time the 'south valley broncho
buster won. elet-tiu- to ride second.
There was oue other contestant, who
did not throw. But I aui anticipating
my story.
' After these preliminaries all roads

pointed cgrrnlwurd, the exodus even
tripping Dillou's bar of Its deft attend

nuts? The corrr.l was situated n( tbe
ojtea extremity i t the gulch, on a flat
of much lower level thun that of Dil
lon and the other main division of the
town. .. - -

When 1 got down, the fiat was cleared
for action and tbe man called- - Curlew
wn preparing to ride.-- - It wus my first
glimpse of him, a tall, loose Jointed,
long lluibrd (hence the nickname), red
bnired boy of perhaps five and twenty
drawling and good nntured, with the
most surpassing and ana fleeted air of
nonchalance Imaginable. He was evl
dently tbe equestrian Idol of bis valley,
If oue dare assume broncho busting fo
be equestrianism, for the advice and

.encouragement (hat were volunteered
him would have bolstered a much more
nervous man. lie smiled back jocular
ly mid under old- - Joe's tutelage dis-
carded all superfluous apparel and fit
tings, buckling his straps well about
him.

On the arrival of the crowd" at the
corral tbe glass eyed bay bad been
nearer tbe gate, and so 'twas with him
that Curlew hud to deal. The rules
of the contest exacted that each man
saddle his own horse, and, lariat in
band, tbe hat less, red crowned boy en-

tered the corral alone. He was slow,
almost listless, in his movements, but
there was a loose, easy grace to hi in,
aud when bis ropo arm shot out from
a trail It was as swift and as sure ai
tbe stroke; of a moccasin. He was
forced to snub and throw the horse nnd
then hood the glass eyes. Saddling was
a matter to take the.entbuslasm out of
n man new to tbe work, but at length
the trick was over, and Curlew signal-
ed for tbe gate.

Ho bad barely time to draw bit
Bleeve across bis perspiring face when
the half choked and bewildered pony
bad leaped, like a flash, to his feet At
the same fractional part of a second
Curlew was lightly ensconced in the
saddle, stlrrnped and pulling1 off the
pony's hood. Blinded by tho sun, dated
nnd frightened by the weight on his
uacii, the hay stood quivering tor a
short space, but a stinging cut from
Curlew's quirt discovered his bondage
to Mm. I'p be reared, straight and un
hesitating, till, losing bis balance, be
dropped over backward wltb an ugly
thud, tho broad burn of the cow saddle
digging into tbe- - ground Just where
Curlew should have been.

But the red haired boy was at one
side, waiting. He must have been
qnlck'as light, for i assure you the play
of the pony was not slow. Again and
again tbe bay rose In the air and re
pented the backward fall, furlew each
time eluding It and each time swinging
lu the saddle as the playful brute came'
to his feet It wa all Incredibly rapid.
and how the boy handled hi Ions.
loose Jointed legs Is yet a mystery to
me. ThiTe were twelve of these back-
ward half somersaults In that ninety
foot corral, and then the maneuver
was given over, forming merely an un- -

osteutntlons prelude to the real tactics
of the fight "

With a shrill whistle of rage that
brought my heart against my ribs the
bay made several sharp, sidelong Jump

11, 1 Ihon Ifwlt tk ntnnlnn T 1, V. . .

corral gate, across the flat, np the steep j

mtrh n.t inf th ... .v," " I, .111. Iljff
whole company of Interested spectators
following at their variously best paces.
Curlew sat him with swaying ease, the
haekamore rope hanging loose la bis
hand. He made no attempt to stop or
to guide. .

In the midst of the town the ruu end-
ed In the Inevitable buck, and thence-
forth, the fnn waxed fast and furious.
We were not mistaken In our horse.
The brote was all his looks Indicated, aand more. The battle lasted ouly some
flfteen minutes, bnt in that short space
of time be call.il Into active ase every
resource f equine trickery and threw
himself Into every startling contortion
tbat horse anatomy permits of. He
bucked stralcht and sldeway aud
turned nnd fell and reared and kicked,
sqiK-sllii- ; again and sgain In tbat
fierce, unholy manner, till it seemed im-
possible that the plucky red haired
rider conld longer endure tbe awful
back wrenching strain. A fall, too.

Biatbevf jiiiu before be touched ground
or stroclj bim with front feet as he lay.
Durhicgha first twelve or fourteen mln--1

Ute offtb. Bulit that boy's life wss not
worth the value of a .cigarette. Be-
tween rage and fear the horse was
stark.' mad aud bad titer been the sign
or an opening would bave leaued bead- -

long Into tbe reputed Inferno a half a I

nine below.
Tbe plain straightaway bucking wasl

In itself something to wonder at Hal
seemed to go second story high earb
time and when just at tbe apex of bis
jump would fling both fore legs above
bis bead In approved bridle fighter
fashion or lash out behind with such
wickedness as to make bl back almost
perpendicular. Once be bucked Into tbe
blacksmith shop, where ouly Curlew's!
unfailing eooluess saved bis brains.
Another blind leap landed tbe crazy
creature on tbe hotel veranda, from I

which bo Immediately threw himself I

off backward. A about of horror went
out from the more Impressionable

but by some strange skill or
fortuity the boy cleared himself and
was tn the saddle again when tbe horse
scrambled to bis feet

A the., luomeuts wore on and bl.

whole repertory of strength and strat
egy was worked through without In
the least unfixing bis rider the whits
eyed pony began to lose heart It was
tbe first time tbat i iy man bad been
so tenacious of grip, and gradually bis
leaps became weaker and less vicious.
Then. Curlew's quirt and blood seeking
spurs urged hltu to mure rigorous ef
forts, but eveu these could not much
louger sustain tbe engagement Drip
ping with blood and sweat, nearly dead
with fatigue and entirely shorn of bis
pride, be finally succumbed and per
mitted himself to be guided about at
the rider's will. A heavy throated
cheer burst from the crowd, and Cur
lew, ratUvr ptlv mid weak, but ever
smiling, wus rapturously dragged from
the saddle and carried Into Dillou's. nn
Inert monument f glory to bis merry
I ml demonstrative friends.

After the hero, bis worshipers, the
antagonistic party and all outsiders bad
been duly refreshed, which required
some little time,- - we bent ourselves
aguln to tbe mutter In bund and pro--

pared to witness the second bout of
(be mnq apilntt horse buttle.

There was almost as wide a differ
ence In the appearance of. tbe two

He was helpless.
rider as between tbe bar and the
buckskin. The south valley champion
was much shorter than Curlew and
better knit. If I had not seen the con-
fusing- dexterity of the lankr. red hair
ed boy, 1 should bare esteemed this,
tbe likelier uian. Ills movements were
alert, and be showed much experience.
In complexion almost black, with
bearded aud somewhat alnlster face.
"Charley Rawllui, late ar N'MlxIco an'
bad when he's dbrlnkiu','' as Dillon
catalogued blm.

The buckskin pony remained In his
downcast posture and allowed the New
Mexican to saddle him unresistingly.
merely cocking his hairy ears, oue for
ward and tbe other back, and watching
behind through the tall of bl ilitted
eye. I wa standing alongside old. Joe
during this peaceful overture aud uoted
the old man's chuckle, grim and ouil
nous.

Charley led bis mount out from the
corral to tbe Oat and, jamming bl
Dnely worked Mexican hat down over
his eyes, vaulted cleanly to his seat
Tho yellow pony waked up Immediate
ly and took the buck, not wildly and
ferociously, as tbe bay bad done, but
in a calm,-matte- of fart sort of way
that convinced one It was his natural
gait Just as another horse might have
galloped or trotted so did this beast
buck and for two blessed hour main-
tained the pace without a falter. Nor
In all that heartbreaking period did bl
lineal progres exceed 100 yard. It
was most astonishing.' Not oue super-
fluous

of
movement was uinde. lie sim-

ply kept on aud on, eurli jump being
almost semicircular that is. landing
with bin bend where bis tail bad start
ed from, nud rice versa.

This I what the eowpunebers call
changing nds. and It Is not difllcult to
imagine the effect of such a protracted
merry go round sensation on the rider.
ine Ducking was neither blti nor
fierce, but the strain of that continuous
swirl roust bave been racking. There
was one slight variation which the of
scrubby buckskin allowed himself. Ju to
his system, though this was of such
nature s to he rather disconcerting to
a rider wltb a bead already far from on
steady. It was to turn In the air after
tbe usual fashion, but instead of for
alighting on stiffened legs, to fall
clumsily on one side, tbe pony saving
,,,n!"l' aing a fore leg back and
under hlin. It was an ugly trick to
evade, and the black New Mexican
must bave been clear grit to bold bis
own so long. His face grew pallid and was
drawn, and after awhile his stomach
revolted. ,

At the close of the second boar be tbe
was helpless. His will wss still la tbe
thing, but bis body wss limp and In
effective, and tb Mood trickled from that
bis nose and ears. Tbe pony still work of
ed with tbe monotonous regularity of bis

steam exhaust and the end wis un was
questionably near.

When ft came, the man wss sprawled bad
at one side, and the horse Immediately ing,,
lapsed Into bl usual drooping attitude
cf watchful sleepiness, gome of os raa
to assist Rawlins, who lay Justus be
bad fallen, too weak to rise. But be
waved as back. His face was malig-
nant with sham and anger and dis-
torted

ever,
by pain. Altogether, with tb then,

pallor and tbe blood stredked beard, be tbe
was not an exhilarating sight Rol'lng
over oa bis side, be raised, himself par

By RALPH CONNOR

(t'oHWnued rom Fir .toy..

I bad do doubt of It, fur at tbat nto- -

melit she came out to u wltb Uttl
. Mariurie In her arms.

"You have shown Mr. Mavor to her
room, mother. I hope,' sold Graeme,
but she only auilled and aaitl:

"Uun away wltb your horses, jrou "Il

ly boy!" at which be solemnly shook
lila bead. "Ah. mother, you or deep.

Who would have thought it of you?"
That evening the manse overflowed

with Joy, und the days that followed
wero like dream ot to aweet music.

But for aheer wild delight nothing In

my memory can quits come up to the
demonstration organized by uraeroe,
with osslstance from Nixun. Bbaw,
Handy, Alc, tieordie and Haptiste, In

honor of the arrival In camp of Mr. and
Mrs. Craig, nnd In my opinion It added
something to the occasion that after all
the cheers for Mr. and Mr. Craig had
died away and after all the bat had
come down liaptlste, who had never
taken hi eye from that radiant faoe,
should suddenly have swept the crowd
Into a iierfect storm of cheer by ex-

citedly seizing Ms toque and calling out
In hi shrill voice:

"By gar! Tree cheer for Mrs. Ma vor!"
And for many a day the men of Black

III ck would easily fall Into the old and
well loved mime,' but up and down the
line of construotlon. In all the camps
beyond the Great Divide, the new
name became ns dear as the old bud
ever been lo Black Bock.

TIk'hc old wild days are long since
KO:ie into the din) dlstunce of the past
They will not come again, for we have
fallen Into o,uli time. But often In
my quietest hour I felt uv heart
pumu In its I. nil to bear uulii that
u roan, vicar voice, like the sound of a
trumpet, hiddhig us to be men, and I
think of them all Graeme, their chief;
8;imlj. Buptiste. Geordie, Abe, tho
Cut. i'hells, Nixon, Bbaw, all stronger,
better, for their knowing of him, and
then I think of Billy asleep under the
pine and of old man Nelson with the
long grans waving over him in the
quiet churchyard, and all my noiiHense
leaves me, and I bless the Lord for all
bis benefits, but chiefly for tbe duy 1

met the' missionary of Black Kock In

the lumber camp among tbe Selkirk.
TUB BHD.

The Rival
"Busters" I

A Story of a Mining Camp

By CARLOS PILGRIM
CopwlllH, bu rutins Pilgrim'')'OWLY mother, glntleminrH argued Dillon. " 'Thi a mat

thcr av Importance. Wud
ye have another shootln'

Donnybrook an' me av all the
dlvilmlnt, same as 'twu last year?
tvid the rlputashun ar tbe enmp tool
In the mime av limlulucc, have ye no
beads lor an emergency?"

Dillon was clearly In earnest, and
Irbeu a man of his racial character
stic la In earnest things are likely to

happen, whether the scene of action be
Spitsbergen or Timbuktu. His Indig-
nation at our stupidity at tho mayor's,
tbe sheriffs nud mine wa offensive.
but we could offer no suggestion that
might stand for us n combatant
There were' men In the camp with of- -

llclal title, and men very prone to
swift and accurate shooting, but these
collectively were a unugbt beforo the
breath of Dillon.

Galena wa like most other north-
western mining towns. If at all dis-
tinguishable from them. It was by a
slight accentuation of that air of bon-
homie which Is more or less apparent
on the visages of all communities of
the genus. In plan and construction
It was certainly In nowise Individual.
The single tun In thoroughfare, extend-
ing' In n parallel line midway between
(lie flunking gulch sides; the various
short traverse cut, tbe littered abaft
workings and entrances to a number
of milieu, the thlu sprinkling of stores
aud.seiuldisreputalile hotels, the ungov-
ernable flux of wide oien and wholly
disreputable saloons and faro banks
these were features of utmost general-
ity. But if there was that additional
coloring I have Just noted It was im-
parted by the enforcing personality of
Dillon, who owned and genially pre-
sided over One of tbe biggest and
brightest and most bcmlrrorcd of the
combination saloons and gambling re-
torts.

, Conceive, then, bis popularity. He
was the patron, the philanthropist, the
benefactor, of the towm And thus was
It that we were called In conference to
be assistant to him In one of hi great
humanitarian functions, the mayor and
the sheriff by reason of their political
headship. I by some small commercial
stendmg. being at that time tbe Gale-
na muiiapir of the M. Mining and
Smelting company. The Fourth of Ju
ly wu hard upon us. and Dillon was
committee hunting that action might
lie taken to prepare for tbe advent of
this glorious day. On the preceding
Fourth no ueh special arrangement
hud been made, and a series of wild,
deplorable events bad come off, events
Hint were to be remembered long after
Galena bad passed Into the obscurity
of most boom camps. Only seven men
In tbe town bad not been hilariously
and rauipageoualy drunk, ami these
seven were kept very miserable and
engaged. Three of the thirsty major-It- y

bad died, and It bad cost Dillon
and some others the entire refitting of
Ibelr establishment.

Tbe mayor, the sheriff and I sat In a I
back room of tbe saloon listening In-

tently to Dillon's harangue. After be
bad given u every opportunity to sug
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ujii rencii i - . i t, . j i in rioi
ously.

"Ulve tlie money t. iM.. :!il,".snld
Curlew laconically. " flint's a trick
cant do.' Ami umiil claJiu.rs cf cum
Herniation unci nxta-u- t tin- - half treed

urchin wus given the purse.

.lien ami Knot!.
Cassius wauled to 1; now. "upon what

meat doth this our t u snr feed that- - he
la grown xo Sonic iiiiticimmnii
lins lieen miikliifr nn In vesica Hon Into
the diet of thi? New KiiKliind OoKars,
tnchnliiiK ;ovi-nmi- Whlximv, liani

cbtitor ami oilier. Ho ilin! t)mt they
or their iinii-iiloi- breakfasted on hasty
pnil.linc na koii flavored with pork
miutiBii, mi-nip- nun onmim; (lined on
the same, Willi rye puihliiig, brown
bread nnd nil occasional fowl, nud sup
ped on ficxK with vegetnbleH,

.Hut Casnii!s I'.ld not really think that
greatncKM hail Its root In nuat ami
drink, for bn sal.l, "Tlie fault, dear

In An ourselves, thnt
we are utiilerlliigH," after declaring that
"men nt Mime time lire i::.".stcrs of their
fates."

lie was riKiit. it was not pen soup
ami rye bread In (In- - e:st that ilinile
Webster nor was It calt pork In the
west that raised Lincoln mull he over-topiK'-

nil other In lii

Youth's Companion.

A Common Srinkc.
The common snake, which bears the

scieiitllic name of TropliIoiioLiis nnU-ix- ,

In one siecies of n i.'enns (tropiiKmoluK)
which cxtcmlM over Knnipe and North
America and from northern Asia to
noi-ll- i Australia, there I ciiiir seventeen
or eighteen Indian species alone. Our
common minl;e may serve uh nil exam-
ple of Urn l.u;.c.t family into which
serpents are dl.i.ic.l the family

which llii-r- i lire upward of
IfSTpFpecic ill liulia alone. The family
contains iiir.bt of the h i rmli-.- s Kiiaias.
ami it in iiN-- i UliiKinHi ,1 by n miuiI!
snake. 'or,i-ll- ni.slraea. which Mime
years nito was dim-ow- d to le :i"u in
habitant of liois-'lshiii- nml damn
shire. The foils i l:it,i elv
on lizards, slow worr-n- and una II

snakes. Tliouch bin mlesi. It will bite
Oiini'tei-l- (ei ieiv.

The fet far i ranp.

This I the w!!! when I be woman
who knows th U-h- t ilic ' for
croupit la in ili in ni'l in vry neiirli
horr-ood- Onn of tin moi-- t

thiniri In th wml.l fa t !m h waken-n- l

in the mlililli i fltio niuhr by a
whnop frmn iin' nf Hip cliililrm.
The croup, rpmedie- - Hr i'iiiiwt nn
sure to Ip lint, in ch- -' nf croup, s- - a
revolver i sur- - In li. ni in - i.f
hurgulnr. Thf-- twit fo lean old
r.shioneil lemt-d- for croup, known'

hive srup hmI t'llii. Lot Mm
iiioi h r niy thai Chomfu r

Iain's Couh i dy in teller, ami
rlo'S not ciwl n miich. i cu- - he

lent lo tl.rnw up lb .lilnn"
quicker, aril givr r lief in a shorter,
lio.r. liiii reunify hi foon as

i roupy rouKli pp-r-- i sn t it u
revenl I!ih nttsck. t never fai'a

is plea-n- ut and -- nf.- to tike
ssln l y Hie 1MU Ut r Slnro. .

' OABVOTIIA.lhtfi Til Hive iin
Bignsttti

sf
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Nit b'.ieined For Life.

"I was IrcHtr (I or llino yoari hy
Komi (Inclurs," writes W . A, tlreer
,McConiifl!viie, ()., "for pile ami

Imf, when nil failed, llnck- -
Mi s An ica Stlvo ciireil tint in two

( i k." CurcH burns, bruises, nils.
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made, however. It was tound ImpossI
ble to bring together tbe required num.-

her of sure euough bad horses-"-tha- t is.
horses which could be depended on to
make excitement under any circum
Stances so a big list of "chapped" and
sombreroed competitors could not con-
sequently be accommodated.

It was decided then that each of the
two great cow volley which converged
near Galena should set up it best man,
the most superlatively regal of its Mng
busters. , This concentrated interest,
which, when tbe-cv-e of the great day
really arrived, was possibly several de
grees beyond blood temperature.

The mornlug of the Fourth dawned
In all the chaste radiance of July in the
foothills, such a day as recompenses a
man for a year lived in a but 100 miles
from the nearest railroad artery and,
as they say In Montana, "only half a
mile from hades." As was my Invnria
ble wont, I rose early and, bearing that
the competition ponies were In tbe
town corral, strolled down to catcb a
glimpse of them. There were two po
nies corralled fast enough, and I sur
veyed them from the fence during the
burning of a cigarette, going over their
various points with much Interest
They were wholly dissimilar except for
that single qualllication which made
them especially precious their plain,
staring malignancy.

The one was a beauty, dark bay, of
fair height, peaked and slender, clean.
wiry, Roman nosed and with the wild
est pair of glass eyes I ever saw In auy
brute, .Tho look of him was actually
carnivorous. lie had several dead men
to his record, they told me, and he cer-
tainly did have a proper cast tor It I
almost doubted If bis Achilles existed.
The other wus a far more unhandsome
type, a low, flat backed lump of a horso,
dirty buckskin In color, maue-an- fore
top mopplsh and unkempt low bung
head and slits of eyas scarce opened to
the thickness of a knife blade. Tbe
bay should have been a small horse vf
blood, but the most unlikely jack tar
could not have mistaken the other for
anything but an unmixed lunkhead.
My sympathy went first to tho man
who must bent ride tbe symmetrical
bay, but I bad also seen too niuuy cay-use- s

and southern mustaiiKa to disdain
the rank, thick legged yellow.

Directly after breakfast those ranch
people from the rival valleys aud from
all adjacent sections who hud not beeo
fortunate enough to get In the night be-
fore began to concentrate In the camp.
Throughout the morning they contin
ued to arrive, singly, in two and three
and lu motley, jangling, picturesque
cavalcades, all sorts of men on every
conceivable kind of mount, for tbe
most part blithesome ami Jocose, hu
mors well befitting the lax play day of
tin lr slnuiilarly hard life. Dillon's
place was In n swirl. The barroom of
course had Its full quota, strong men
there with purpose. Fnro, stud.-draw-

,

whist all were going, and the
chips rattled gleefully.

It was worth a curious man's while
to sit back and look on Big men.
young and old. lironsji-d- . weather beat
en and grizzled, thrashed n I tout like a
mob of public school hoys on the last
day of the term. Conch, swashing
Jests were exchanged; song and repnr- - '

tee bearing danirerously close to ribald- - j

ry banished nil embl:iini of quiet
and ever and annn some ton e.vut ernnt
cowpiincbrr must need be restrained
from emptying his unn Info s mirror
or through a window. The makeup of
the concoui-s- was most cosraox!itnn.
There were Mexicans and Swedes. ,

Texans'and Vermonters, crossbreeds j

and New Yorkers and
Missourinna. each coutributlng his
stock mannerisms and all blent Into
one 'conKTiioita picture of the early In-

land northwest In Its gayest neck hand
kerchief.

Dillon drewne out to tbe veranda.
"By me sowl, "twutl be beauthtruL"
says he. "We hsve a brace av the-bea-

a wud niishar t divU, an'
the bbiya are foiue mi' at-h- for the
sport Ye'll see ut the day. me son."
II was In merriest spirit himself, and

should have enjoyed some of the
effervescence of hi rollicking blarney,
but hi unswerving sense of duty to
the day compelled him to drink more

The school where thorough
always given; where confidence
ia taught exactly as books are kept
made easy ; where penmanship is

bookkeepers and stenographers
life; where thousands more will be.

A. P. ARMSTRONG,

tially on an eTbow aud before we could
close Iq on blm bad drawn his Colt's
and fired. The big gun spoke sharply,
and with a moan that wa almost hu-
man tbe buckskin pony lurched heavily
to tbe ground. .

Wa reached Rawlins In time to take
the smoking revolver from bis nerve
less grasp, but as be fell back again
I beard blm mutter thickly; "There.
curse ye, ye mud skinned hellhound!
ie'11 wear no more men out!"

1 he prostrate broncho buster's friends
bad taken blm up, and Dillon was In
the midst of a brllllaut address, award
ing with much ornate language the
purse to Curlew, when an Incident In
tbe form of anticlimax took tbe floor
from. the speaker and wound up the
sport with a hearty burst of good m-
atured acclamation.

I bad the history of this Incident aft
erward. If seems that the boys of tbe
town the Juveniles, I mean had or
ganized and schemed to place on un-
registered and unexpected entry In tbe
coutestand their scheme was eminent-
ly successful and amusing. The camp
supported a little half breed rat of
about twelve years, a marvel lu bis
lova for and command over horses. He
must bave been born and reared upon
tbelr backs, so easily did he become
tbem. It was this urchin, .redro by
nauic, who was elected to represent
theyounger faction In tbe riding. There
Was one difficulty that would have baf
fled most boys no bad horse was forth
coming. But Tedro was so extremely
Indifferent as to the nature or build of
bis mount that even this was an easy
adjustment At the extreme uptter
end of tbe town was a butcher's cow
corral, and In It was confined a buncb

cattle new from the range. Oue of
these, a great red and white four-year- -

old steer, wa selected, and Tedro ea-
gerly started on his ride to fame.

Dillon was getting well warmed to
bis much prepared and patriotic ora
tion when Pedro and tbe frantic steer
nppenred, rushing down the pitch from
tne town above, lucre was nn unre-
strained bowl from tbe assemblage. In
wblcb even Dillon joined, and the
dirty, daredevil brat shot out on an
swering giiu from tbe careening back

bis astonished steer. It wa a thing
make that old gulch quiver with

laughter. Some one bad dressed the
boy especially for tbe game. He had

a pair of heavy fringed, full sized
"chaps," at least eight Inches too long

hlin snd only kept from entirely
covering bis feet by the shanks of a
pair of huge Mexican spnrs, all bells

bangles. His Impish face was sur-
mounted by a Ave Inch sombrero; a
heavy quirt was In one band, and In tbe
other was a coil of rawhide lariat, wblcb

looped only over the steer's horns.
And bow tbat auiinal was twisting
himself, bead down and tail up! But

boy clung like a barnacle, by what
means I bare no conjecture, ft Is well
known tbat A steer bas no withers,

ha can buck through t lie --cinches
any saddle, and a cowboy without
ssddle is not formidable. Tet there

tbat lean young heathen, ham-
pered by the awkward trappings tbey put

put on blm, perched on bis arch
engirdled steed with all tbe pert

composure of a tomtit on a pump han-
dle,

Hie
wblcb Is old Joe's simile.

"Cum all ar that ye young llmbr
shonted Dillon ss tlie steer rushed Miiil

msdly by us. Tb boy waited, bow- - For
till tb crowd was passed, end
skillfully twitching bl rope from

steer's boms, slid bsrmlessly to tbe
ground, ne could scarcely walk for tbe
grotesque accoutermenta, but when b

til LiibIiilallililH for pil. r.
Piii-rnnc-


