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i bad no doubt of It, for st that o
ment she came out to us whh e
Marjorie in heér arms,

“Yon have shown Mrs, Mavor to her
rooin, mother, T hope” suld Graeme,
but she only smiled and sald: .

“Run nway with your horses, you skl
Iy boy!™ nt which be solemnly shook
his bead. “Ab, wother, you are decp,
Whe would have thought It of your”

That evening the manse overfiowed
with Joy, nmd the days that followed
were ke dreafus set (0 sweel musie.

But for sheer wild delight vothing in
Wy memory can quite come up to the
demotstration organized by Graeme,
with assistance from Nixon, Bhaw,
Randy, Abe, Geordie and Baptiste, Jo
hianor of the arrival in eamp of Mr, and
Mre Creadg, nod in my opinion it added
something to the oeccasion that after all
the ebecrs for Mr. and Mrs. Cralg had
died nway and ofter all the hats had
cotoe - down Baptiste, who hid never
taken his eyes from that radiant face,
should suddenly have swept the crowd
into n perfect storm of cheers by ex-
eliedly seiziug Iiis togque and calling out
In his shrill yoice:

“Hy gar! Tree cheer for Mrs. Mavor!™

And for many o day the men of Black
iteek would casily fall into the old and

gest ways ood wenus for the Jay of eii-
tertainment, fruitiessly, le elucidated
to us Lis own Mlea of a programme,
whiclh was voted on snd ndopied by
unanimots and immediote cousent
This parrative deéals solely with the
first number of the programpe, o you
will be compelied to surmise the others
from It N

“We will begin,” says Dillon, “in the

moroin' wid what ye might dishigoate

a toarnymint. This Is the way av ut: We

wul!l Lave reunded up a bunch av thim

divils av broncbos, an' we wnll also |
bave rounded up & bunch av jully |
bhoys We wull begulle the bhoys to
the bLacks av the bronchos anm’ wall

give the best busther av thim a folpe,
fat purse, which Le wuil spind lmme-
jutly. ‘This, ye may understhand, Is
legi(mot, wid excoitement epough to
kape off the raw idge uv thelr tlmper,
Thin we wull*~ But this is as much
as concerns us.

Now, “that species of rough riding
which is known In the west United
Rlutes under the provinclalism “brog-
cho busting” is not, s a business, nlce,
1t is brutal and violent under any con-
ditlons, but when resorted to-on guln
occaslons ns o sport it has elewments of
chgracter that would have endeared It,
willdly at least, to the amphitheaters of
medleyval Rome. 1 bave only once seen
It i this aspect, though not unfamillar
with the regular forty dellar per month
skirnunlshes,

Galenn was a busy lttle town. Ev
ery mun in Mountana that could dis-
tinguish pay stufl from pyrites of iron
extolled It, und it was an actual center
of n vast expanse of sfock country,
Dillon's was the extreme luner polnt of
this centrality, the weeting bovse and
council chamber of prominent cltizena,
the rendezvous of a wide assortment of
{he erring buman animal. Dillon had
negd to be a splendid whip, and be
was, Hkittigsh leaders or sallen wheel-
ers, viclouns or gentle, all nlike felt the
strong hand on the box.

A goodly purse was colleeted sgalnst
the coming of the popular event. DIl

well loved name, but up apd down the
line of vonstroetion, lo all the camps
beyond the Great Divide, the new
pume becawe os donr ns the old had
ever heen 1o Rinck Roek

Those old wild dags are long since
gove anto the dim distance of the past
They will not come again, for we have
Mmllen Inte gqiloi thmes. But often In
my quirtest s 1 felt oy bt
poase fno lis L o bear nenin that
Ny ¢ voloe, like the sound of a

tndiding us to be men, and |

VUL et
think of them sli-Graeme, their chief;
Sands, Baptlste, Geordie, Abe, thoe
Canonhells, Nixon, Shaw, all stronger,

twnter, for their knowlbg of him, and
then 1 thlok of Bllly asleep under the
plues and of ald man Nelson with the
long grass waving oever him in the
quler churchyard, and all my nonsense
lenyves e, and 1 bless the Lord for all
hiz benefits, bhut chiefly for the day 1
met the misslonary of Black Rock in
the lumber cnmp among the Selkirks,
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argued Dillon. **Tls o mat-

ther nv lmportonee. Wud

ye lhove asother shootin'
Donnybrook an' we a-bearin® av all the
diviiinint, same as ‘twas Inst year?
Wid the riputaston ay the enmp too!
Lu the pame av lunlsines, have ye no
heads Cor an ewergency ¥ *
Dillon was clearly

gintlemin!™

In ecarnest, and
when a man of Wis racial ebarncter-
Istics Is in earvest things are likely to
happen, whether ihe scene of actlon be
Spitzbergen or Thnbuktu, His Indig
untion at our stupldity —at the mayor's,
the sheriffs and mine—was offensive,
bt we could offer no suggestion that
might stand fur os as combatant.
I'here were men In the camp with of-
felnl tithe, and men very prooe to
swift and aceurate shooting, but these
eollectively were as naught before the
breath of Dillon,

Galena was like most other north-
western minlng towns, If at all dis
Hogulshable from them, It was by a
slight accemtoation of that alr of bon-
homle which Is more or less apparent
i the visages of all communities of
the genus.  In plan and construction
It was certaluly In nowise Individual,
The single waln thoroughfare, extond-
ing 'n a parallel line |uhh\'t1y betwesn
e fapking gulch sides; the wvarlous
short truverse cots, the littered shaft
workings aod entrances o a nomber
of mines, the thin sprinkling of stores
1dd semidisrepotable hotels, the nngoy-
croabile fus of wide open and wholly
lsreputable saloons and faro baonks—
these were fentures of utmost general-
But If there was that additious)
oloring | have just noted It was hin
parted by the enforecing personality of
Dllon, who owned and geninlly pre

ded over one of the blggest anil
brightest and most bemirrored of thie
combination salpons and gambiing re
(718 g 8]
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Concelve, then, his popularity. He
Was (e patron, the phllaothropist, the
benefactor, of the towm And thus wos
It that we were oalled In conference (o
be nasistants to him In one of his great
humanitarian Mnctions, the mayor and
the sherll by reason of thelr political
headskip, 1 by some small commercing
el boipg at that Ume the Gale
on meneger of the M. Mibing and
Smelting company. The Fourth of Ju
Iy was liard upon us, apd Dillon was
vimmitiee bopoting that actlon might
Iw taken to prepare for the advenl of
On the preceding
Foorth vo sach spocial armeopgements
kad been made, atd & series of wikl,
cils bhad eome off, events
that were to be remembersd long after
Galena bad passed lote the olscurity

o mest boom cingps.  Only seven men
In the town bad not been hilariously
and rampageousty druok, and these
seven were kept very wmiserable and
ngaged. Three of the thirsty major
ity had died, and It had ecost Dillon |
nnd some olhers the entire refitting of
thelr establishments,

The mayor, the sheriflf and | sat In a
back reom of the saloon listening In
tently to Dillon's harangue. After he |
had given us every opportunity to sug- l

this glorions Jdav.

lpluentide «

lon's ante (his own wordl was a hun
dred, and n nomber of others cime
down bandsomely, DBut In the interval
beétween the statement of the Idea and
the day of fulfillment there drose the
necessity for some medificatjon i the
plans.  Dillon bad relled on procuring
® nomber of bad and unbrokea horses
and on baving the muny voluniver
riders break them on time or some
thing of that sort. When the trint ans

made, however, It was lvund Imposst
bl to bring together the required num-
ber of sure enotgh bad horses=that is,
horses which could be depended on to
ninke excitement under any clreum.
tances—so n big lst of “chapped” and
sombrevosd competitors could not con-
mequently be accommodnted.

It was declded then that cach of the
two great cow walleys which converged
nenr Gnlena should set up its best man,
the wost superlatively regul of its leing
busters.  This coocentrated Interest,
which, whon the eve of the great day
renlly arvived, wns possibly seternl de-
grees beyond blood temperature,

The morning of the Fourth dawned
In all the chaste rndiance of July in the
foothills, such 4 day ns recompinges a
man for a year lived In a hut 150 miles
from the nearest rallroad artery and,
o6 they say In Modtana, “only half n
mile from badea™ As was my Invaria-
ble wont, T rose carly and, hearing that
the competition ponles were In the
town corrul, strolled down to cateh a
glimpse of them, There were two po
nles corralled fast enough, and I sor
veyed them frow the fence during the
burning of a cigarette, going over their
varlons points wilh wuoch Interest
They were wholly disslmliar escept for
thnt single gualification which made
them especially preclous—thelr plain,
staring mallgnancey.

The one was a beauty. dark bay, of
fair height, peaked nnd slender, clean,
wiry, Roman nosed nnd with the wild-
sk palr of glass eyes | ¢ver saw In any
brute. The look of him was actually
carnivorous, He had severnl dend men
to his recorsd, they told me, and he cor
tainly did have a proper cast for it 1
almost donbted If bhis Achlilles exlsted.
The other was a far more unhandsome
type, a low, flat backed lamp of a horso,
dirty buckskin In eolor, mane-and fore
| top mopplsh amd unkempt, low hung
| head and slits of eyes searce opened to
the thickness of a knife blade. The
bay shonld have been a small borse of
bloowd, but the most enlikely Jock tar
conld not bave mistaken the olher for
anything bLut ao gowixed funkbead.
My sympathy went first to the man
who must bestride the syummetrical
bay, but 1 bad also séen too many eay-
uses and southern muostanygs (o disdain
the rank, thick legged yellow.

Directly after breakfast thoso ranch
people from the rival valleys and from
nil siljacent seciions who had not been
fortuunte enough to get In the aight be-
fore bégnn to concentrnte in the camp.
Throughout the morning they contin:
J wed to arrive, slugly, In twos and threes
[ and In motley, jangling, picturesque

cavaleades, all sorts of men on every

troijuetatly it | ed regson to beliove
FIy eEperien e ol erpaoily would per
mit. 5o 1 woan furasd b dldure bis po-
ehety. :

Aloat 1 L got on 8 hithie sotie Bow
and unuonneed the riding and nvited
the contest g bosters up lo (hrow dice
for ¢hobee of tutser,  This ralled forth
upronrTiaus yells of npplinse, One of
the contestamts, e north valley repre-
geutnilve, was mol  presist, but his
menter was, with fall power to act.
This Intter, bowever, an ol ranch fore
man with bedly Losvd wgs and a
erouked ok, enlled omt  renewed
cheers by vewmrking that Le reckoned
it dida't winke “wneh Jdifrence about

He announced the riding
the throwln’, as Curlew ls satisfled
with a'most any hoys,”

But the south valley contingent de-
murred af this, aml Dillen routed It as
unparilamentary, so old Joe aod the
south valley man enst for eholee, aud

the throw was Joe's, He geotity chose
the horse that sbhould be nearer the
corrnl gate. Then they shook out ngaln
for precedence ln order of riding, nod
this time the ‘south valley broncho
buster won, electitg to ride second.
There wis obe olher contestunt, who
did not throw. But | o anticlpatiog
my slory. b

After these prellminaries all roads
pointed corraltvard, the exodus eveb
stripping Dillon's bar of (ts deft attend-
anutsl The vorrm! was sitoated nt the
open exiremity of the guich, on a fat
of mueh lower lvsel thun that of IME
lon and the other muin division of the
town,

When | got Cown.the fiat was eleared
for action and the wan ealld Curlew
wis preparing to vides It was iy st
glimpse of bim, a all, lvose Jointed,
long Haled (bence the nlckpawme), red
balred boy of perbaps five and twenty,
drawling amd good mntured, with the
most surpnssing uwod amaected nir of
nonchalunee lmuginable, He was evl
dently the equestrinn idol of his valley,

be eyuestrinulsm, for the advice and

him would have bolstersd n much mope
nervous mnn,  He smiled back Jocular
Iy oud gmder old Joe's tutelnge dis
carded all superfivous apparel and 0t
tings, buckling bls straps well about
[T

On the arrlval of the erowd at the
corrnl the glass eyed bay had been
nearer the gote, and so "twas with him
that Curlew Lad to deal,
of the contest exacted that cueh wman
saddle Lis own horse, and, lariut In
band, the hatless, red crowned boy en
tered the corrnl slone. He was slow,
almost listless, in hls movements, bt
there was o loose, easy groce to him,
and when hils rope arm shot out from
a trall it was as swift and ns sure ns
the stroke of a mocensin, He was
foreed to snub ahd throw the horse and
then hood the glags eyes. Baddiing wns
n matter to take the enthusinsm out of
f man new fo the work, but at length
the trick was over, and Curlew signal
el for the gate,

He hod barely tlme to draw  his
sleeve neross bis perdplring facd when
the Lalf choked and bewildered pony
had leaped, lke n flush, to bis feet. At
the sime fractional part of a second
Curlew was lightly ensconced in the
saddle, stirroped and pulling off the
pony’s hood.  Blinded by the sun, daged
nnd frighteped by the welght on his
back, the Lay stomd guivering for a
short space, but a stinging cor from
Curtew’s quirt discoversd his bondage
to bim. Up e reaped, stralght and an
hesithting, til), Josing Lis balunce, be
dropped over backward with an ugly
thud, the bhrand born of the cow saddle
digging Into the ground just where
Curlew should liave bwen,

But The red baired boy was at one
side, walting He must have been
quick as light, for 4 assure you the play
of the pony was not slow, Aguin and
ngain the Lay rose (o the alr and re

| coneelvable kind of mouut, for the
most part blitheséime am) jocose, ho- |
mors well etitting the lax play day of |

| thelr singularly hard life.  Dillon's
| place was luon swirl. The barrcom of
course hnidl its full qoots,. strong men
there with #  puarpose. Fare, stud
draw, whist, nll were goleiy, and the |

chips ratthed gleefully,

I It was worth o curlone man's while
to sit back and ook an Big men,
voung and ald, brontnd =enther beat
en and griesied, theasbed about Hke a
mol of public schonl hove on the Lust
day of the terin Rongh, swashing
jeste were exehonged: song niwl repar
tee bearing danger ¥ close 1o rilald-
ry baniehed ald set o of aulet,
At et andd apon sotpe ton exobemnt

winneler must peeds be pestrnined
from emptying Lis gun igfo 4 mirroer

[y

or through a windew. The makeup of
the concourse wiys most cormupolitan
There were Mexlenne and Sweles
Tesans" and Vermonters, crossbreeds
ity Englishmen. Neow Yorkers and
Missourinns. each coutributing his
ook mannerisms amd all Blent into

ane congreons pleture of the early In-
lamd nosthwest I its gnyest peck haod-
kerehibef
Ditlon drew gue out to the veranda

“By me sowl, ‘twull be beanthifol" )
Eys he. “We have a brace av the
beasts as wud mibshnrse the d vi, an’
the bloss are folow un for The
sport. Ye'll soe of the son."”

ichin

day

| He was In morriest spirits Limuelf, nnd

I should Wt enjoyed of the

| eervimcence of Bils rolli king blarney,

bt his unswerving sense of doty to
the duy compolied bits (o drink wove |

peated the backward fall, Corlew ench
thme elnding It and each tinre swinging
I the saddle as the playfol brate came
to Lis feet. 1t was all mevedibly rapld,
and how the Loy handled his long,
lnvse Jolnted legs s yot a mystery to
me, There were twelve of these back-
ward balf somersaulis fn that ninety
feot corral, and then the maneuver
wan given over, forming werely an un
ostentntions prelude to the real tactics
of the fight

With a shrilt! whistle of rage that
Lrought my beart ngninst my ribe the

bgy made several sharp, sidelong jumps |

and then took to running. Through the
coiral gnte, across the flat, up the steep
piteh apd Into the town be went, the
whole company of Interestod spectators
following ut thelr variously best pacea.
Curlew sat him with swaying ease, the
backasmwore rope hanging loose In Lis
hand. He made ve nitempt to stop or
to guide.

In the midst of the town the rua end-
el fn the loevitable buck, aod thence
forth the fut waxed fast and furious
We were not mistaken ln oor horse.
The birmte was all his looka ludiented,
and more.  The intile nsted ouly some
ffteen minutes. but in that short fpace
of time be callnl lito active use pt"r"

resource of egqulne trickery and threw

himsell Info every starbing contartion
that borse anatomy permits of. He
bucked wirmight and skdewnrs amd
furned and fell and reared and kicked,
squenlinz: again and again o
feree, unholy manner, till i seemed (o
possible that the plocky réd halred
rider could longer endure the awful
back wrenching simain. A fall, teo,

If one dare assuwe broocho busting To

senpouragement (hat were voluntesred

The rules

that |

mennt ¢ éath, fur the horse wonld bave
slnshedy Lilm before be touched ground
or strack bim with frent feet as be lay,
Duriug ghe first twelve or fourteen min.
utes he fizhit that boy's ife was not
worthfthe volue of a plgarette. Be

rage aml fedr the borse was
-mad nod had there been the sign
of an opéning would Lave leaped Lead-
roputed nferno a half a

fushion or lash out behind with sach
wickeduess as to wake his back almont
perpendicular, Once be bucked into the

blacksmith shop, where only Curlew's
unfalling cooluess saved Lis bralos
Avother blind leap landed the crazy
creature on the botel verands, from
be lmmediately threw himselr
off backward. A shout of horror went
the wore lmpresslouable o
but by some strange skill or
fortuity the boy cleared himself and
as 1o the saddle agaln when the borse
scrambled to bls feet, .
As the woments wore on and b,

whole repertory of strength aud strat-
bgY was worked through witbout In
the leust unfixing his rider the white
eyed pony bogan to luse heart. It was
the first time that . .y wan had been
s0 tenaclous of grip. amd gradually Lis
leaps became welker and less viclous
Then Curlew's quirt aud blood seeklug
spurs urged bita to wore vigorous ef-
forts, but even these could not wuch
longer sustaln the vngagement. Drip
ping with blood and sweat, nearly dead
with fatigue and entirely shorn of his
pride, bhe fnally suceumbed and per
mitted Llmself 1o be gulded asbout wt
the rider's will. A heavy {hronted
cheer burst from the erawd. and Cuor
lew, Tather pale and weak. but ever
smliing, wus rapturcusty deagged from
the saddle nwd enrvied Into DMllow's, an
lnert tonuipent of glory to his merry
1o dewoustrative frivods,

After the bero, his worshipers, the
antngonistle party and nll outsiders had
been duly refreshed, which requoired
some little time, we beut ourselves
agiln to the watier ln hand and pre
pared to witness the second bout of
the nutg peninst horse bartle,

There was almost ns wide a differ
encg In the nppearsnce of the two

l

{

He was helplesa

riders as between the bay and the
buckskin, The south valley champion
was tuch shorter than Curlew and
better kult. 1f I had not seen the con
fusing dexterity of the lanky, red Lalr-
ed boy, | should bave esteemed this
the llkeller man. His wovements were
alert, aud e showed much experience,
In cowplexion alwost black, with o
bearded and somewbhat sinister face,
“Charley Rawllos, late nv N'Mixico an'
bad when he's dbrinkin’,” as Dillon
catalogued lim,

The buckskin pony remalped In his
downenst posture and allowed the New
Mexiean to saddle him unresistingly,
merely cocking his hniry ¢urs, one for
wird nnd the other back, and watching
belind through the tall of his slitted
eye. | was standing alongside old Joe
during this penceful overture nud woted
the old man's chuckle, grim and owml
nous, -

Charley led his wount out from the
corral to the fat and, Jommwing his
finely worked Mexican hat down over
his eyes, vanlted cleauly to his seat.
The yellow pony wnked up lmmediate
Iy and wok the bock, not wiklly and
ferociously, as the buy had dove, but
In o ealm, matter of fact sort of way
that convineed one it was bis nataral
gnit. Just as another horse might bhave
gnlloped or trotted so did this beast
boek and for two blessed bours wain-
taloed (he pace without a falter. Nor
In all that bearibreaking period did his

|

linenl progress exceed 100 yards It
was wost usionishing. Not one super
fluous movement wos made. e sim

Iply kept on and on, euel Jaup being
| nlmost sembelreplir—that s, landiug
' with bis heud where his tall hoad start
od fromw, nod vice versa.
This Is what the cowpunchers call
| ehanging guds, and It is not difffeult fo
imngine the effect of sueh a protracted
merry go ronnd sensation on the vider,
| The bucking was noelther Ligh oor
| fieree, but the strain of that continuous
| swirl must have been racking. There
was ene slight variation which «the
[ rerubby  buckskin allowed bimself Jn
lils system. though this was of such
nature a= to he mther disconecerting to
la rider with a head already far from
' steady. It was to turn In the nir after
the usual fashion. but, Instead of
alighiting on stifencd legs, (o fall
clumxily oo one side, the pony saviug
himself Ly bending a fore leg back
ander him. |t was an agly trick to
evide, and the black New Mexican
must bave been clear grit to hold hin
own so long. Hie face grew pallid and
drawn, and after awhile bis stomach
revolted .
At the close of the second bhour he
was belpless, His will was still in the
thing, but his body was Hmp and In-
effective, nod the blood trickied from
hiz nose and enrs.  The pouy still work.
el with the monotonous regularity of
& steam exliaust, and the end was un-
questionably near
When it came, the man was sprawled
#t one side, amd the borse immediately
lapsed into his usual drooping attitude
of watchful sleepluess. Sowe of us ran
o nssist Rawlins, who lay jost g8 be
bad fallen, too weank to rise. Bat he
waved us back. His face was mallg-
| pat with sbame and anger and dis-
| torted by paln.  Altogether, with the
| palior and the blowd stredked beard. he
Was not ab exbllarating sight. Rol'ing
lO_\‘!_'_l'on his side, be ralsed bimself par-
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tlally on an elbow and befure we vauld
close In on him bad drawn bis Colt's
and fired. The big gun spoke sharply,
and with a moan that was alwost ha-
man the buckskin pony lurched heavily
to the ground.

the smoking revolver from Wis nerve
less grasp, but us be fell back sgnin
I beard blm wutter thickly; “There,
curse ye, y¢ mud skinped bellbound!
Y&'ll wenr no more men out?

The prostrate broncho buster's fricnds
bad taken hlm up, and Dillon was In
the midst of & brilliant sddress, o ward
g with much ornate langusge the
purse to Curlew, when an incldent In
the form of anticlimax took the floor
from_the speaker and wound up the
Aport with a hearty burst of good na-
tured acclamation,

I had the history of this incldent aft-
erward, 1f seems that the boyy of the
town—the Juveniles, 1 mean—haid or
ganized and schewed to place an un-

coutest, and thelr scheme was emninent-
Iy soccessful and amusing. The cawp
supported a litle halt breed rat of

love for and command over horses, IHe
must bave been born and reared wpon
thelr backs, so enslly did he become
them. It was this orchin, Pedro by
naie, who was elected 1o represent
the-younger faction in the riding. I'here

coming. But Pedro was so extremely
Indifferént as to the pature or bulld of
his mwount thet even this was un easy
adjustivent. At the extreme upper
end of the town was a butcher's cow
corral aod In it was confined a bunch
of cattle new from the raoge.
these, n great red and white four veur
old steer, was selected, and Pedro e
geriy started on his ride to fawme
Dilton wns getting well warmed to
his much prepared and patriotic ora
tion when Pedro and the frantic steer
appeired, rushiong dowa Lse pltel Troan
the town above, There was an unee
straloed bowl frow the assemblage, In
which even Dillon jJolned, and the
dirty, darvedevil brat shot out an an
swering grin from the earecning back
of his astonished steer. It was a thing
to make that old guleh quiver with
laughter. S8ome one had dressed tho
boy espectally for the ganme. He hod

for him and only kept from ecotirely
coverling his feet by the shanks of a
palr of hage Mexlean spurs, all bells
apd tangies. His inpiah face was sur-
moutted by a Ove Inch sombrero. na
heavy gulrt was In one hand, and o ibe
other was o coll of rawhide larint, which
was loopaid only over the steer's horna
And how that animal was twisting
Limself. head down and tall up! DBl
the boy cloug llke a barnacke, Ly what
mwenns | bave no conjecture, It s well
known that a steer bas 0o withers,
that he onn buck throogh the clncobes
of any saddie, and a cowboy wilhont
his saddie s not formidable. Tet there
was that lean youung benthen, bam-
pered by the awkward trappings they
bad put on bim, perched on his arch-
lug, vogirdied steed with aill the pert
composure of n tomtit on a pump ban-
die, which is old Joe's slmile

“Cum aff av that, ye young NHmb™
shouted Dillon as the steer rushed
madly by us The boy walted bow.
ever, till the crowd was passed, end
then, skilifully twitching his rope from
the steer’s Borns, slid harmliessly to the
ground. He could searcely walk for the

grotesque accoutermenta, but when be
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