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THE S OF II AMOS stands and gazes in mute horror upon
I'KOFESMOJALCAttUS.

Their race f irgotlen,
Of the Sun."
"Those castled cliffs thf made their

dwelling,
Tbey lived and loved, they fought

aud fell
No faint, far voice comes to us telling
More than thowe crumbling walls can

tell.
They lived their life, Iheir fute

-

XEWS OF THE STATE.

Oue thousand poles ror piling at
Salt Lake were shipped this week
from Lane county.

McMiiwivillo college has au enroll-ine- rt

i f 145. This almost equals the
listiug ror the whole or lust year.

Vne enrollment at the public
schools iu Corvullis now is about 400.

iBLACK. I
II Is. ROGE il

the vivid letters (iiueine sent me from

what was once a living reasoning per-so- u,

like themselves, and think that
perhaps it has, at one time, rejoiced
at Qod's sunshine; loved, bated, and
experienced all the endless j y and
sorrows that fall to the lot or all.
And wben one thinks lhat as It is we
shall be, be exclaims "What is man,
that Thou art mindful of bim" and
then, alter all the body Is but a cast
off garment and the "soul has flung
the dust anide, and naked on the air
of heaven rides." There are other
skeletons in the same case aud among
them two little mumified babies; one
of them quite life-lik- e and pretty; it
was apparently about three mouths
old, has a well shaped bead and looks
exactly the same aa a dead baby of
the white race. It, too, is wrapped
in lethar cloth.

In another case li a large number
of skulls. One can spend hoursiiefore
It; studying the dilfereut develep-ment-s

and speculating abjut the pro-

bable destiny of those who once had
these skulls as caskets for their souls.
Some of them are large . and well-shape- d

having the part where phren-
ologists locato the seat of the higher
faculties well developed. In others
the frontal bone Is retreating while
Ibe occipital bulges out. Another,
the skull of a child, perhaps, has
such a queer development that a
phrenologist would unhesitatingly
call it the skull of an idiot.

In front of this case tho ever pre
sent tourist baited, gazin? around a
moment in breathless astonishment,
then diawled "Why this bnilding!
nearly as fine as ours, at Home."
When asked where that was, he said
"Michigan, ' This confirms the story
printed in the Oregouian once, about
a man from Oregon who while walk
ing through tho streets of Paradise,
noticed a man chained to a post aud
making a groat effort to release him
self. With the usual' Oregonian
curiosity he walked over and enquir
ed Ihe reason of this strange proceed
ing, and was told that the prisoner
was from Kalamaz Mi, Michigan ai.d
wanted to go back.

In one case there is a large collec
linn of bones, of the arms, fingers etc.
While another contains a fine collec
tion of pottery: soma whole other
pieces broken. There are too, many
pieces of matting made very likely
iu the same way as that of the Yaki
ma Indians of Washington, that i,
by laying needy grasses aide by side
and sewing them together with a
wooden needle. Tho malting of the
Cliff Dwellera Is very old of course,
yet It looks not inferior to lhat manu-
factured by machinery today. They
also made rope which looks like Ihe
stuff that formerly was used as binder
twine, except that the latter Is thicker
and made from the Yucca plant
whereas the former was hemp. They
had sandals made or the same mater-
ial as the matting aud shniied like
the Japanese ones or loday.

In the collection are bone needles
and other implements for working in
leather. Many ot their Implements
made of stone are exactly the same
as some found in Oregon. In fact
there are three pieces In a collection
In UiHsboro that are made or the
same kind or stone, cut iu the same
way and evidently used for the same
purpot.

An Interesting piece in Ibis collec-

tion Is a breast-plat- e made of the
bark of a young tree. It must have
been made by drawing two circlet
around a tree a foot apart then draw-
ing a straight line loconnect the two,
then taking bold of the bark and
stripping It off. Then It could be

put around the person and laced to-

gether with a strip of leather.
That, liko the Indians ol today,

they were fond of decorating their
person;, Is proven by I he chain made
of atnall bones about two Inches long
and threaded together like beads
with small nuts between.

There are many cases of stone Im-

plements, besides other things, to
give the student Jn archaeology an
opportunity of learning all that can
be round out, by examining a collec-

tion or this kind, such as photo-

graphs or the dwellings; rafters from
Ihe building; and even a mlnature
dwelling made or sandstone on the
ledge or a mlnature cliff.

From Ingersol's book is taken the
following poem which is worth read
ingasit gives such a good pen pic-

ture or Ihe total ruin that Dow exi--

"No voice of spring, no summer

glories '
May wake the wardens from their

eleep,-

Their graves are made by the sad
rMore,

And Ihe barren headlands or Hoven
weep.

Their graves are nameless

IAXY0S, lOLOKAIiO.

The Klo Mancos river U tha nest
tributary of the Rio Sao Juan weet
of the Kio de la Plata, and from Man-c- o

canyon came tha wouderful coU
lection of remalnd.wbich
may be seen to day lu the Capitol
Buildlug; of Colorado. So valuable Is

It that a million dollars have been of-

fered for it and not another like it Is

lo be found in the whole world.
As lo who the were,

even tradition has little to say and
fails to give more than a faint idea as
to the ic race whlth, ages
ago peopled the cliffs of the various
canyons thro'out Colorado, Arisoua
and New Mexico. The patient re-

search of scientific men, alone, lias
given to the world the little knowl-
edge poaaeesed in legard to that an-

cient people. No uian knows the
cause which led them to forsake their
homes on the plain and in the valley
nor the number of years which have
passed since desolation "marked
theiu for her own." ' Ernest Iugersol
who accompanied the U. B. geologi-
cal and geograpl leal survey on an
expedition lo the Mancos canyon la
1374 had many interesting things to

s.iy about the cltO dwellers of Ihe
Mancos iu his little book called "The
Crest of thj Continent." Among oth-

er things he advances the theory that
enemies fioin the mountain north
probably devaaied their fleidt aud
laid waste their town-- ; and that they
cultivated lhir fields between the
limes of attack, building temporary
aummer house and upending the
winters iu their rocky fastuew, or re-

treating lo them wlu u warned of an
attack. Kulni of watch towers on

every exposed oiot show that some
foe mado It necessary for them to
keep many eetitiiie's. '

It bi ems that for a lime Ihey were

left In peace aud were enabled to re-

turn and d their old homes in

the valleys. Certain houses built up-

on the subMtraluni of older fallen

structures indicates a new era of oc-

cupation. Ill tkou;ht' that the vil-

lage Indians of New Mexico and Arl-zun- a

are their lineal dec3ndants.

Tho houses of the s

were built on ledges of the cliff. In
one place iu Mancos Canyon where
the bluff Is a thousand feet or more
la height was round a two story
house, on a lddge seven hundred feel
above the valley. It is made of finely

cut saud-stou- each block about 14

by 6 Inches accurately fit and set in
mortar now harder than the stone It

self, The floor of this house Is the
ledge upon which it Is built and the
roof the over-hangi- rock. There
are three rooms upon the ground floor

with partition walls of stoue. Traces
of a wooden floor between Ihe stories
still remains. Eich of the stories is

six feet in height nicely plastered

and painted a dull brick red, with a

white band along the fl nir. There
are two door way1 one above and one
below showing that the foimer waa

entered from without, 'mere are

square holes for windows but no in-

dications of glass ot shutters, and

they command a view of the valley
for miles; a atone dropped from one

of the windows will Ian ooo ieei.
There are atill the remains of many

other, buildings on this and other
ledges. The buildings being formed
of the rock upon whicn tney are
built make It nearly impossible to
distinguish them at any great dis- -

lauce. They built reservoirs in which
to store water, and the rocks bear
traces of inscriptions. In the valley
there are traces or a great many

bouses, while broken pottery is found
In the greatest profusion. It aeems
lhat they never built houses on Ihe
eastern cliff or a canyon but always
on the western that they might get

the morning sunshine. The stones
or which Ihe cliff-house- s were built
are cut perfectly true aud the houses
well finished; and as far as is yet
known they bad only tools made of
stone, There are many hundreds oi

these dwellings to be found thro'out
New Mexico and Arizona.

Nolbiugcan be m ireinteresting lo
the student in archaeology than the
collection in IVnver, and by far Ihe
moat facinnting portion is the actual
remains of the ople themselves.
In one caw is the entire skeleton of
a woman wrapped in a peculiar robe,
of what Is called feather-clot- h, a cloth
made of the soft feather), taken very
likely from the breasts of birds. The
skio or the woman, instead of decay
ing, I left, llkeold yellow parchment,
stretched tightly over Ihe bones.
With open mouth, exposed teeth ami
coarse tangled black hair she presents
a very ghastly appearance. Nearly
every person who glances at ber

Tlll'. h rosuiMt, a. toiiuok
Notary FuMic.

TIIOS II. E. TOXtilE,

A TTORNEYS-AT-L- A W,

Illl.LMlOUO, OKKtKN.

Orrics: Boom. 3, 4. 5, Morgan Block

W. Ji, UAKKETT,
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klll.lHUUt. OKItuO .

i mil: Central HloflB. Booms "!

HKMOJi KUWSIA,,

TTOR N K Y-A- LAW.
llil.LHHOKO, OUKOON

Ovrios: Booms and 7. Morgan block

JOHN M. WALL,

TTORNEY-AT-LAW- ,

IJILLHUOHO, OREGON.'

Uuilcy-Morga- n liiock, Rooms 1 4 2

S. T. LI.NKI.ATEK, M. U. C. X.

niJYSICIAN ANDSUROEON
HTM,KUOKO. OBKOON.

.., at rrsidenoe. mat of court
House, wber be will I fonnJ at all noma
when nut visiting patitmta.

J. TAMIEMIE, A. ...
i P. 11. R. SURGEON,

UtLliSHOlil). It to N.

4 , t.n lumttiMtiMi corner Third
Slid Main Streets. Oliios bopni, S:30 to 11!

n. in., I to and I lo p. m. jmupm-u- .

rcsutmioa from Hrook A Sets' I ru galore si
all honrs. All oalls promptly aitouded,
uigbt or day.
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1 1IYSKIAN AND SURGEON

IlILLSIIOUO. OBKGON.

Ollice Morgan-Pailc- Block, up stairs,
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J.F.. APalNS, ,

Dentist,
IIII.LrW-.oKO-

, OKV.GON.

Orrim Hocus: If a. in. o 4:30 p. m.

Office in Union block over Pharmacy
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Hestnrt. tlnl loeth I.rn prrt. ""'
nnd Amulgiiiii lilliiif: ft" ma uch. Uold
lillinga (nun l up. Vitalized nir lor pain-

less eiiraclie.ii. .

Orrics i three d.mr north of Mrioa

tore. Ottioe boors from a a. m. tot p. m.

Krt-it- bt f UlSTSS among H the

Canons ol Colorado, being situated
on tlio (iiniii lino of the Denver A

Uin (IrniiiU-- n Canon Cily and
Nalidit i" front range of Ihr
IM'kli'M, H IIih iiKit Ki ulnr, iwo
liiHlrli!if nl iiianillwnt. Ihiwn
tliix uiiiftity fit li in the lu-n- of lh

miirti rfM'.lnrii r null lUf ruling
wnt-- r ;f flu'. ArkHi.HK Hiver, iMhhinl

iiiin rttiiiiiK fury ami Unnlu'd inlo
n uiininir THy ty it pwifl - .1

tliroiili flu? t.irluou Ii Hie. I i rir-ro-

l iIih e ft oni Kinl

Uml IImti wh i room for bolli lh
roml Hixl rivrr, nn.l tlicriforo y

conxlfui ttil lirli'ije ofstrcl IihiI

lo ! llirown litHhwl-- e of the
ulrpiun. Mifju-mU't- l from iron nup-jH.rt- s

mortiiHHl inlo llit cunoii whIIm

on nrli fciilo lo the riulit n.l left.

Ami rllil hrreriin le mn Ihe x

of all t lit onion' gram!iir, lhal
wliirh li lw'ii Billy oallel The
ll.iyal tlor.." For Iwn lliousnml
xit liunilrt'il fit ! Ho' noliil monolilh
nnrti upwar.l live linn as lofly a

(ho WaHliitiUin MoiiunuMit, the

liltflit H'rininMil Htriicturc nritl
.y the hnl of nirtn. No wonU run

ailiiulily Ihe iimifiiifii-eiii- '

of Ihe srvno. tlnly lhie who have
liencM if" plortn inn aj'm'lBte
them.

Thin U Imt one of tln mny woiv
tlernfif nature rvvfaWil lo tlie Iravrl-- r

on Hie. D nvor A Hlo tlrnle
Jl.tilriHil, "I he Siviiio Line of Ihe
Worl.l."

For (litrtilil Information about

thla lixvl il''lihtful trip lo Hit 1'.--

A.l lrcM J. I). ManQ. 1.1,

y liio Uraoila System, Port
t,a.

It is 30 greater thau at the same time
last year.

A largo er cent of the eggs used
in Med ford, Jackson county, go there
from the Portland market according
to Success,

Another bridge gave away In
Portland and live people besides a
team of horses went down. No one
seriously injured.

Benton county according to the
Corvallls Timed produced 400,000
busheld of wheat. Of this 820,000
has been bought by mill men and
dealers.

Jackson county farmers raised
about 30,000 bushels of corn this rum-

mer. The average yield was 40 to
00 bushels per acre.

The Eugene Register is to publish
(he associated press dispatches here-

after and to meet the addition de-

mand on their mechanical depart-
ment will Install a new press. Their
old machine, a Prouty, is for sale.

McMinnvillo proposes an amend-
ment to its city charter by which all
taxable property, within tho city
limits shall be exempt from paying
road tax. This is a departure from
the modern trend that places a part
or the burden or building good roads
upon the cities and towns.

J.'C. McElroy who did not get to
his destination in Junction City, Lane
county till after dark last week struc k
a stump w ith his buggy hub. The
jar caused his spirited team to spring
forward and break loose from the
buggy, The horses runabout a hun-

dred yards and collided with a tree,
where one itt theauiutais ww klllml.

E. P, Parker, or Astoria has been
bound over to answer in Ihe Circuit
Court to the charge of wifo beating.
The evidence Is so voluminous and
conclusive that tho captain will have
little chance of clearing himself. The
taps were not prompted by love,
sirra Dr. Fulton round two broken
ribs.

Am. Shaddcn has a quartz ledge
on bis farm west or McAlinnvill in
which he has always had lots of
faith. Recently he took several spe
cimens selected at random and sent
them lo a Portland asnayer, who re-

turned a certificate of assay showing
a value of $58,20 to tho ton. This
was mostly gold, the balance being
silver. Mr. Shadden has men em
ployed now, priwecting the ledge
more fully. Rejiorter.

saloon keeper of Linn county
has been convicted of selling liquors
to minors. The case was carried to
the aupreuie'court aud the verdict of
the court below afllrmed. The court
holds that becau.se the minor slated
that he was 21 years of age when in
fact he was but 10, and the bartender
believed it was no defense. The sa-

loon keeper now propones to prose
cute the boy for uiisreprenentiug his
age which he may do under the pre
sent law.

Encouraging reports come frani
the Portland Conl Jl Development
Co's., prorty near North Yamhill.
The seams of slate are disappearing
as the facu of the tunnel is advanced,
and the entire coat formation assum-
es tbe form or a solid vein or excel
lent coal. Mr. Weeks was up from
Portland Monday and took back
with bim some fine speei mens. Re-

porter.

Thirty-s-i Portland people paid
tUK) each for a locator (o show them
tiuilavr lands in the Alsea country
which were txken years ago, and
were not at all thefliings made by
themselves. Their fillings are in tbe
burnt district, and devoid ofcommer
cial timber. There are frauds in the
timber business also. These are they
ol whom the iKiiEi'KNDK.fT spoke
ns coin if to Corvallis to tret a start
into the timber.

Only in taxes Is delinquent on
the Benton county tax roll. It is be-

lieved lhat Ihe Lenton county sheriff
hus the smallest delinquent list In
the Mate, says Ihe Times, The totals
or the sheriff's books chow that 155,-00- 0

in taxes was paid over the sheriff's
counter I 't ween February 1 7th and
March 15th that tho total amount or
rebate was about H.Coo; that the
total amount or I"enables was about
$150.

Then drew their last faint, falteriug
breath,

Their hearts congealed, clutched by
the chilling

liand or Death."
"Dismantled towers, and turrets

brukeu
Like grim and war-wor- n braves who

keep
A silent guard, with grief unspoken
Watch o'er the graves by the Hoven-wee- p,

Maud ISai.gaklev.

AMERICA'S FAMOUS UEAl'IIES.

Look with horror on skin erup
tions, blotches, sores, pimples. They
don't have Ihem, nor will anyone,
who uses Rucklln's Arnica Halve. It
glorifies the face. eczma or salt
rheum vanish before it. It curs
sore lips, chapped hands, chilblains.
Infallible for piles. 25c at Bailey's
Pharmacy.

LUOk AT THIS.

Have you looked at those Iron
beds, those lieaullful couches, that
fine line of rock rs and bed room

tuites.at prices that defy competi-
tion? Portiers, lace curtains, trunks
and wall paper. Will give you low-e- xt

possible prices. It there is any-

thing in the furniture line or in car-

pets I do not carry in stock, will
give you an order on firm4 in Port-

land and pay freight and put it in
your house at Portland prices, sav-

ing you freight.
Donelson's .Furniture Store.

Not Doemed Far Life.

"I was treated for three years ly
good doctori)," writes W . A. Clreer
McConnellsvilU', O., "for piles and
fistula, but, when nil failed, Buck-lin- s

Arnica Halve cured me in two
weeks." Cures burns, bruises, culs,
sores, eruptions, salt rheum, piles or
no pay. 25c at Bailey's. Pharmacy.

Stops the Cough aud Works Off the
Cold.

Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets
cure a cold in one day. No cure, no
piy. Price 2o cents.

IfaMaaLle to Tea

And say some other salve, oint-

ment, lotion, oil or alleged healer is
as good as Bucklins Arnica Salve,
tell him thirty years of marvelous
cures or piles, burns, boils, cornn, fel
ons, ulcers, cuts, scalds, bruises and
skin eruptions prove it's the best
and cheapest. 25c at Bailey's Phar
macy.

The Best Kenirdj for ( roup.

This is the season wben the woman
who knows the best remedies ror

croups is in demand in every neigh
borhood. One of the moat terrible
things in the world is to be awaken
ed In the middle or Ihe night by a

whoop from one of Ihe children.
The croup remedies are almost as
sure to be lost, ra case or croup, as a

revolver Is sure to be lost In caso or
burgulars. There used to be an

remedy ror croup, known
as hive syrup and tolu,' but some
modern mothers say that Chamber-
lain's Cough Itemed y is better, and
does not cost so much. It causes the
patient to ' throw up tho phlem"
quicker, and gives teller in a shorter
time. (Jive this remedy as soon as

the croupy cough appears and it will
prevent Ihe altack.- - It never rails

and is pleasant and safe to lake.
For sale by the Delta Drug Store.

Oet a free sample of Chamberlain's
Stomach and Liver Tablets at Delta
Drug Store. They kre easier to take
and more pleasant in effect than pills.
Then their use is not followed by
constipation as is often the case with
pills. Itegular size; 25c per box.

Isr a Had felri.

H you have a l ad cold you need a
good reliable medio ne like Chamber
lains Cougn Remedy to loosen and
relieve II, and to allay Ihe irritation
and Inflammation rr the throat and
lungs. For sale by Ibe Delta Drug
Store.

"She tin a one reqiiext to make that
you will be true to the league and that
you atniid rloHP almut the man wlndid
inoMt to iniike It. 8he w lhlicg me to any
Unit, however fur nwny alio tuny have
lo no, fclie l lfu liif? her hitut in Jtluck
Itcx k and aiie can think of no greater
Joy tliitn to come luiek to you UKiiiu."

Then they ha "The Sweet By and
It.c," but tin men would not Join In the
refrain, unwilling to Wwe a note of the
Klorioim volee they loved to. Lear, lie-for- e

the hint verse hIic lieekoned to rue.
I went to her atandlng by Crulg'a Bide
as he pluyed for her.

"Aak thcni to Blng.' she entreated. "I
ronnot bear it."

"Mra. Mavor wishes you to alng in
the reiruin." I aiihl, ami at once the
men aut up and cleared their throats.

The HiuKing was not Ktod, but nt the
first Hound of the hoarse noted of the
men Craig's head went down over the
organ, for he was thinking, I auppoae,
of the days before theui when they
would long lu vulii for that thrilling
volee that soared high over their own
bourse tones. And after the voices
died awny be kept on playing till, half
turning toward him, she sang alone
oiiee more the refrain In a voice low
and sweet and tender, a If for bluX
alone, und so. be took It, for be smiled
up at her his old smile, full of courage
and full of love.

Then for one whole hour she stood
saying good by to those rough, gentle
hearted men whose Inspiration to good-

ness she bud been for Ave years. It
was very wonderful nnd very quiet. It
was understood that there was to be no
nonsense, and Abe bad been heard to
declare that ho would "throw out an;
cotton backed fool" who couldn't hold
himself down, and, further, be had en-

joined them to remember that her arm
wasn't a pump handle. "

At hist they were all gone, all but
her guard of honor Shaw, Vernon
Wlnton, tleordle, Nixon, Abe, Kelson,
Craig and myself.

This was the rent farewell, for,
though In the early light of the next
morning 2U0 men stood silent about the
si a it e and as It moved out waved their
huts and yelled madly, this was the
last touch they bad of ber hand. Her
place was up on the driver's seat

Abe and Mr. Cruig, who held
little Marjorle on bis knee. The rest
of the gunrd of honor were to follow i

flue sense that kept Graeme from fol-

lowing them close. "lAt her go out
alone," ho said, and so wo held bnek
and watched her go.

She stood with her back toward Abe's
plunging four horse team and, steady-

ing herself with one band on Abe's
shoulder, gazed down upon us. Her
head was bare, her Hps parted In a
smile, ber eyes glowing with their own
deep light, and so, facing us, erect aud
smiling, she drove away, waving us
farewell till Abe swung bis team Into
the canyon road and we saw her no
more. A High shuddered through .the
crowd, and, with n sob In his voice,
Wlnton said, "God help us all!'

I close my eyes and nee it all again
the waving crowd of dark fared men,
the plunging horses, and, high up he-

alth the driver, the swaying, smiling,
waving figure, ami about all the moun-
tains, framing the picture with their
dark aides and white peaks tipped with
the gold of the rising sun. It is a pic-

ture I love to look upon, allielt it calls
up another that I can never see but
through tears.

I look niToiut a strip of ever widening
nt a group of men nion the

wharf, standing with heads uncovered,
every mail a hero, though not a man
of them un(icc It, least of all the
mini who hi mis In front, strong, reso-
lute, self conquered, and, gazing long,
I think I sec him turn again to his
place among the men of the mountains,
nwt forgetting, but every day remem-lierln-

the great love that came to him
and remcnilH-ring- . ton, that love Is not
all. It Is then the tears come.

But for that picture two of U at least
are better men today.

CHAPTER Xllt.
BOW JH so CAME HOKK

HROUG1I the long summer
the mountains and the pines
were with me, and through
the winter, too, busy as I was

tilling In my Black Ibx'k sketches for
the railway people who would still
persist In ordering them by the dozen,
the memory of that stirring life would
come owr me, and once more I would
le among the silent plues and the
mighty snow (leaked mountains, and
liefore me would appear the red shirt-e- d

shanty men or dark fa ceil miners,
great, free, bold fellows, driving me al-

most mad with the desire to seize and
fix those swiftly changing groups of
picturesque figure. At such times I
would drop my sketch and with eager
brush aelzo a group, a face, a figure,
and that Is how my studio comes to he
tilled with the men of Black Kdck.
There they are about me Graeme and
the men from the woods, Sandy, Bap-tiste- ,

the Cauipliells and. In many atti-
tudes and gniupa, old man Nelson;
Cruig, too, and bis miners. Shaw, Ueor
die, Nixon, p" old Billy and the keep-
er of the leagie saloon.

It seemed as if I lived among them,
and the lljusbm was greatly helped by

time to time. Ilrief notes came now
and then from Craig, too, to whom 1

bud sent a faithful account of bow I
bud brought Mrs. Mavor to her ship
and of how I hud watched her sail
away with none tnu brave a face as
the held up her hand that bore the
miners' ring and smiled with that deep
light In ber eyes. Ab, those eyes have
driven me to despuir and made me
fear that I am no great painter after
ail, in spite of what my friends tell
me who come, In to smoke my good
cigars and praise my brush! I can get
the brow and hair and mouth aud
pose, but the eyes the eyes elude me.
And the fuces of Mrs. Mavor on my
wall, that the men praise aud rave
over, are not such as I could show to
any of the men from the mountains.

Graeme's letters tell me chiefly about
Craig aud his doings and about old
mail Nelson, while from Craig I heur
about Graeme aud bow be and Nelson
are standing at his buck and doing
what they can to All the gap that nev-

er can be filled. The three are much
together, I can see, und I aw glud for
them all, but chiefly for Craig, whose
face, grief stricken, but resolute and
often gentle as a woman's, will not
leave me or let me rest lu peace.

The note of thanks be sent me was
entirely characteristic. There were do
heroics, much less pining or self pity.
It was simple aud manly, not Ignoring
the palu, but making much of the Joy.
And then they had their work to do.
That note, so clear, so manly, so nobly
sensible, stiffens my back yet at times.

In the spring came the startling news
that Illuck ltock would aoou be no
more. The mines were to close down
on April 1. The company, having al-

lured the confiding public with entic-
ing descriptions of marvelous drifts,
veins, assays and prospects and having
expended vast sums of the public's
money In developing the mines till the
assurance of their reliability was ab-

solutely final, culmly shut down and
vanished. With their vanishing van
tshes Illuck ltock, not without loss and
much deep cursing on the part of the
men brought some hundreds of miles
to aid the company In its extraordina-
ry nnd wholly inexplicable game.

Personally it grieved me to think
that my plan of returning to Black
ltock could never be carried out. It

s a great couiiiensation, however.
lllill IUU 1,11 rp 1KT,, HIVI, I 171 .!,, W

to mo of that life were noon to visit
vie actually In my own home and den.
Craeme's letter said that In one month
Ihey might lie expected to appear. At
least be and Nelson were soon to come,
and Craig would soon follow.

On receiving the great news I at once
looked up young Nelson and bis sister,
and we proceeded to celebrate the'Joy
ful prospect with a speclully good din-

ner, I found the greatest delight In
picturing the Joy and pride of the old
mar In bis children, whom be bad not
seen for fifteen or sixteen years. The
mother had died some five years be-

fore. Then the farm was sold, and the
brother nnd slstercame Into the city,
9nd any father might be proud of them.
The son was a well made young fellow,
handsome enough, thoughtful and solid
looking. The girl reminded me of her
father. The same resolution was seen
In mouth and' Jaw, and the same pas-

sion slumbered In the dark gray eyes.
She was not beautiful, but she carried
herself well, and one would always
look at ber twice. It would be worth
something to see the meeting between
father and daughter.

But fute, the greatest artist of ns all,
takes little count of the careful draw-
ing and the bright coloring of our fan-
cy's pictures, but with rude hand de-h- i

lines till and with oue swift sweep
paints out the bright and paints in the
dark, aud this trick he served me when
one June night, after long and anxious
waiting for some word from the west,
my d'jor suddenly opened and Graeme
walked In upon me like a specter, gray
and voiceless. . My shout of welcome
was choked back by the look In his
face, and I could only gaze at him and
wait for his word. He gripped my
hand, tried to speak, but failed to make
words come. .

"Sit down, old man," I said, pushing
I im Into my chair, "and take your
time."

He olieyed, looking np at me with
burning, sleepless eyes. My heart was
sore for his misery, and I said: "Don't
mind, old tliap. It can't be so awfully
bud. You're here safe and sound at
any rnte.' And so I went on to give
bl in time, but be shuddered and looked
round aud groaned.

"Now, look here, Graeme, let's have
It. Whim did you land bereT Where
Is Nelson? Why didn't you bring blra
upr

' He Is at the station In his colDn,"
be answered slowly.

"In his coffin?" I echoed, my beauti-
ful pictures all vanishing. "How was

itr
"Through my cursed folly," be groan-

ed bitterly. s

"What happened?" I asked.
But, Ignoring my question, he said:

"I must see bis children. I have not
slept for four nights. I hardly know
what I am doing, but I ean't rest till
I see his children. I promised hi in.
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