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NOBODY’S
PROPERTY.

Cantinued from  Fivst Poge,

b does, stick to your stary and answer
In s few words as possible.”

When Brows had  doished, Jake
perstehiod hig hoad dublousiy and asked
for a sepetition, The merchant went
syver the narrative ugain and sgain 1l
the noges Lad it all clearly. fixed In his
bead and vowed he would tell it just
ak his master wishod “ef de Lawd was
willin'."

“I'my not loeking for the Lord's help
In this business” replied Brown. -«

“Wha's ye' 'pendin’ on, Marse Jim ¥

“You and the devil” was the grimly
eandid response.

“Gosh-a-mighty™ exclaimed Jake,
with ehattering teeth, and straightway
the well drilled story became an inex-
trieable tangle in his frightened brain.

The baryack of the Vederal garrison
was situated on the main thoroughfare
of the town, It was a two story-frame
bullding which had once Leen r furni
tupe shop and still retained on its front
the weatherworn sign of the former
proprietor. Above the ramshackle edl
Aee ihe stars and stripes waved idly
on the stltry breese, A sentinel paced
back and forth befors the open door,
ocenslonnlly shifting his plece from
shonlder to sliop lder 1o vary the monot.
ony wd Indulgieg in frequent yawns,
Up nnd down the street In front of the
harrneks cxtended a row of gnarled
chinn trees, In whose deep shade a
number of solilives off duty were amns
Ing themselves with the gambols of
severnl young rnecoons, whose look of
Inteligenee nod prevminre ugo, coupled
with thelr comlen] motions, excited the
froquent lnughter of the bystanders

Brown Inquived for Captain Adams,
and, leaving Black Jnke at the foot of
the stales, he wan ushered by one of
the soldlvrs to the capinin’s office on
the secoid foor, a rathor Linre room
facing the strect.

Adutns was seated ut bis desk, busily
writing. Mo was o man of about thie-
ty, with closely eropped black hilr and
ruther thin, swarthy cheelis. e had
not recovered the flesh lost during his
liness, Put there wan no look of del-
teney In his color nogd baudld, nnd In the
steady, selt contalned  glinee  with
which be greetesd his visitor one might
read a knowlmdge of bhuman pature
nud self confidence in dealing with it

“Be seatvd, sir,” he sald, poloting to
a chalr. “I stindl be through In a wo-
ment."

Troe to hls word, In a mowent be
had sealed and directed the document
upon which he wns engaged. Drop-
plng It In a box at bis right hand with
. nupher of envelopes of n shwllar
alze, e turned his keen dork eyes upon
Brown, )

“Now, sir, T am ot your seryjee”

“You are Captain Adams?’ begnu
Brown as a matter of form.

The officer bowed.

“Well, sir, I am Mr. Brown."

Again the eaptain bowed and gazed
uf the merchant intently. The latter
shifted nneasily In his chair and look
wd toward the open door.

“If yon have anything of a secret na
e 1o communieate,” sald the captain,
Interpreting the glance, “have no fear,
Lhore is no one in hearing.”

In splte of the offlesr’'s amsurance,
Brown betrayed his distrust by anoth.
rr glance at the door. Then he opened
his budget,

Adnma lstened carefully to Brown's
story with the disgust which, open or
coneenled, every honorable man feols
for nn tnformer, aven when duty tells
him that he must act upon the infor
mation.  When the merchant had fin.
ished, the soldler said:

“You are sure that your statement is
gulte correct?®’

“Quite correet, slr. 1 have hrought
ey witness, He Is down below."

“Produce him,"” sald the captain,

Brown went out and returned in a
woment  with  Black Jake, who
stimbled at the threshold and followed
his employer into the room in any-
thing but a state of equanimity,

“Now, Jake, tell the captain all about
I sald Brown blandly, at the same
time giving the negro a menacing look.

I"he frightened negro seraped his foot
aml bowed to the captain, glaneing ap-
prehensively at the same time at
Prown. The iatter had seatod himself
romewhat in the rear of the captain,
wliere he could watch Jnke closely
without belng observed by the officer.
Ihe negro began:

“Cap'n, 1 waut to tell yo' at de start
dnt _Mr. Rrown warn't dar an’ ain't
gl nothin® to do wid die™

Brown gave Jake n terrible look.
which made the negro tremble fn his
thoes,

“Dat s, he ain't got mueh to do wid
11, ndded Jake losing his presence of
mlid,

The eaptaln looked up, Lut falled to
cateh Brown's murderons glhance,

“Go on, Mr, Brown has told me the
main facts, 1 want to hear the partic
wlars”

“Yes, sith, T gwine tell "em.” hastenod
Jake, looking towsrd Brown, The
particnlars -wha' were they? Perhaps
they were the things that his master
had forbidden him to mention.  Jake
threw himself tn the breneh heroleally,

“Fo' Gawd, eap'n, no prsson knows
anything "bout dis business bat e,
Marse Jim warn't dar, an' he ain't been
dur."

Brown shifted In his chalr, If lpoka
could ki, Jake would have dropped
dead.

b on with your story, Jake" said
the wmwerchunt, glhocing wneasily at

Adams, who was engaged In sharpom-
Jg o paenedl,

“Methinks he dath protest too mneh,™
bonghit the captaln, aml, turning (o
Jake, who staond with gquaking Kneos,
o said:

“Don’'t e frightensml
o huort yon ™

“T aln’ skeersd oly yo!, sab ™ replicd
he negroy, and, mecting Rrown's vy,
ae addet: 1 ain't skeersd ob pobody.
[ @ got o ehill. 1 coteh it dn de
swamp.” Then, to give the semblance
of vernclty, he said, “1 gwine buy me

'm not going

» some meddicine when T gits dat &5 what

Marse Jim done promise me”
Adaros. smbled quietly, aod Brown,
cislng, ns If for a drink of water, whis
pered In Jake's enr:
“You lnferval scoundrel, if you men-
tlon my name agaih 1'll shoot you as
joop as you leave this office!™

“Cap'm, I want fo tell yo' at de sart.”

alone with him will enahle me to ascer-
tain all T need to know, Youn will find
n chair fn the room neross the hall™

Brown, who wus tuken by sarprise,
obeyed fthe suggestion, and Adams
cloged the door behind him.

The ofMecer then resnmed his chalr
and lighted his pipe. Then, partly
closing ono eye, he guzed at the negro
with a searching, quizelceal expression.

“Come here, Jake."”

The negro advanced,

Adams took o little compass from his
pocket. HWe know that negroes wore
extremely  superstitious, and he re-
solved to utilize this pecullarity In the
extraetion of truth,

“Iy you know what this 1s, Jake¥*
sl the soldier, lnying the compass on
the table ln such & manner s to glve
Lthe negro o Tull view of the needle,

"KD. llh.“

“Well, Juke, It 18 a truth machine.”
Adams turned the eompuass, “Notice
that the needle nlways poluts the same
way. No muatter how you place it, you
can't make It tell o e

“Gosh-a-mighty ! sald the nwestrick-
on negro,

“Now, Jake, bold out your Land.”

The vegro extended his right Land.

“No, Jake; T waut your left, the one
nearest your heart.™

The left hand was substitoted aod
trembled so that Jake was forced to
support It by his right. The captain
then very solemnly lald the compass
on the negro's pulm.  Then, after a
pause, the captaln resumed:

“Jake, why did Mr, Brown promise
to give you §51"

The pegro shook from head to foot
nndd gaxed ot the needle in the compass
like one hypootlzed,

“Fo' goodness’ snke, oap'n, jemime
lny dis thing down!”

“No!  Auwswer my question!”  sahd
Adams sternly.

Negroes eannol grow pale. In ex-
treme stress of puin or fear their faces
nseume A peculinr nshen hve whileh
gives them a much more ghastly ap-
pearance than it Is possible for any
Cancasian  countenance  fo  nssume,
Poor Jake's features were pathetic in
their agony.

SIE T tell yo© de tenfe, cap'n, Marso
Jim done swod he gwine kil me!™

“No, Jake; he ghan't hort yon 11
protect yon,"” snid the offleer,

Thus assured, Jake told the Federal
officer the whole story of his mnster's
villaing. Not n fuct wus omlited,
With the compass stll) In hls hand the
negro's anxlety to relate nothing but
the truth was almost painfol to wit.
uess,  Adams stratagem  sncceeded
even beyond his expectation. In cross
examining_Jake In regard to Brown's
motives he Lecame noquiinted not only
with the merchant's assurance in as-
piring to Mary Fdgewood's hand, but
also learnad for the first time of the
engagement existing between Miss
Edgewood and Layburn.

CHAPTER 1L

When be bad learned all that Jake
knew, Adams agaln assared the pegro
that no harmn should happen to him
through Brown. Then he gave him a
five dollar bill and opened a door In the
rear of the office, which conupunicnted
with the back stalrs, for the negro to
make his exit.

The captaln pext summoned Brown
from the room ncross the hall,

The informer could not conceal his
surprise and alarm as his eyes made
the cireuit of the office and falled to
fiod Jake.

“1 have dismissed the negro, Mr,
Brown" sa'd the officer without ask-
fng the merchant to be seated,

“T presnme the raseal hae heen tell
ing you a pack of Hes” sald Brown,
perceiving Instnmily the chinnge in the
eaptain's manner.

“T'nfortunately for you, Mr. Brown,”
repliedd Adams, “Jake his told the

troth. Tt nppesis, siv, thnt you at-
fempred to approprinte the cotton your-
SOl In the mest contemptible amd ane
derhamd moanner nml, bwelng baMed (o
your dishonornble sefieme, spite and
disappaintment have led you to inform
upon others,  That duty requbres me
to act upon your nformuiion ennses
me shncere regret,”

1t 1w an Infumeas He of that seonn-
dArel” exploded Brown, In oo rage, “and
Il whoot him on slghn 2™

“No, Mr, Brown, yon will not shoot
Juke,” sabid Adwms quietly, “1 give you
notler that If Juke soffers any vio-
lenew T sbndl sgrest you, gud you will be
tried By o oeconrt martinl Further, If
you are found guilty | shull make it my
bustppess 1o wew Hhat yon receive the
extreme penaity ™

The capinin oked at the merchast
for somme time i silones, then added:

“For sonme of e lowest and basest
nethons there b no puoishiment assigned
by law, The neture of your gullt comen
under this head. You may go, sie”

At this  comtemptoons dismibssal
Brown sneaked from the room,. When
he renchiedl the foot of the stairs, he
stopped o moment o try to pall him.
eIl together and resume  his  nsoal!
manner,  Then he walkidd down the
stroet (o his place of Luasiness, sooth
Ing his maliclons sonl with the §honght
that Laylmen aod Meriwentheor would
lose the cotton they bad hkindered him
from approprinting. 1t was teue that
be had been desplsed and suffeired con-

tumely, but be had sown bLis revenge

— e _______f

with o vl heopd and the seeds would
ot fall to Lear Litler frait for lils eue
faiden,

- - - . . . .

Thwe Rdeewool webswn, lke wost
putebellone smthern Bobos, Wes em-
twrwered Lin a0 puiss of givenery, Gront
onbw, stately relles of the primeval for-
oxt, stoped sentrs abont e while door,
gl here nud there o 10fty pine tow.
exed In the aiv, Biving itw crest above
all other growih, and as it swayed
softly In the Vretes »ong 1o the ear of
fancy drowsy legends of the long ago,

The hower txelf was Iniit in the col-
onpade Grecian style first Introdoesd
by Thomas fefferson soon after the
Revelotion, » =5l eminently snited to
the warte elmate of the south, nnd |
up the white eolumns, softened by the
shade of the gnarled caks, rose viaes
and jusmines went clambering in o
riot of bipom nnd fragrmnce,

On one side of the house atretched a
spacions gavden, Blled with roses, myr.
tles, pinks and other old fashionad
flowers, which grew and biossomed in
a kind of wild liherty, delightful to the

oxe.

In the center of this bosky Eden was
an old summer howse coversd with
tralling honessnckle, whose graceful
tondells interinced lattice and roof in
50 Intricate a4 munner ns 1o enable the
frall structure to defy the disintegrat
img hand of time, even after the frame-
work bad goue to decay.

1t was sonset, and Mary Edgewood
was sented on & hench in the
honse Hstening to old Ben l.nxm.
who stood by the door with Wis hat In
his band,

The girl was | cly Interestid, for
her snowy intting had fullen unnoted
1o the ground, and she elasped and un
clusped her hands ns 1f slie were great-
1y troubled,

“Miss Mary, yo' nx e how Hiack
Juke flne all dis out when be done lef”
de room? Vs de way It was, youug
mlss. When de eap'n let Juke out de
door, Juke sy he skeered to go down
dem back stales koze be dido't koow
whar Brown mought be, so Lie crouch-
ed down outside de door. Den, when
Brown cowe back - de room whar de
cap'n wan, Jake ‘lowed he'd llsten an’
bear how de lan' lny wid Brown an'
de cap'n. Jake say he curl's to koow

ef de cap'n gwine stun’ by bim lak be |

sild be gwine do™

“And you are sure, Uncle Ben, that
Captuln Adums Is golng to arrest Mr,
Layburn and Mr Merlweather and
tuke the cotton away from them?”

“Dat what he gwine do, Miss Mury.
Juke beerd Wim say dat bhe's powerful
norry dat his duty cowpels bl to act
on de inflawmation,” 2

The young girl's auxlety deepened,
and ber Bogers trembled visibly,

“An' | knows, Miss Mary, dat Cap'n
Adums I8 gwine nrrest Moarse Alf dis
night, koxe when I heerd Juke's tale
I went wpyrootin' down to de garrl-
son, an' 1 coteh a word o two what de
enp'n dreap, an’, layin” dem words “long-
side ob what I kpows already, 1T Ylow
de enp'n's sholy gwine il Marse Alf
nn' Marse Jack dis pight "fore sun-up.™

“Haven't you warmed Mr, Layburn ?*

“Mless Gawd, Miss Mary, | dunno
whar he Is. it an' Marse Jack went
off together dis mornin’, an' Marse AIf
aln't been back sinee, Buat dey's com
' baek tonight, far 1 heerd "em say
dey gwine cnrry dat cotton to Mobile
on de steambont what goes down de
river tonight."

“Have you informed Mrs. Layburn of
the danger that threatens her son?”
nuked the girl, , r

“No, Miss Mary; I alo't tole her noth.
in' "bout it. "Twonldn't he'(*Marse Al
An' ole mise, she's dat ole au’' shaky
Mo shock mought kil her,” sald old
Ben, *'Sides dat, Miss Mary, | know.
ed Marse AIf didn't want ole miss to
know nothin' "bout dat cottén i1l it
was sole an' he had de money In his
bhang', knze, you wsee, he's plannin' to
give ole miss a pleasant surprise,” add-
ed the old negro, looking emrnestly ot
Miss Fdgewood. -

“"Why have you ecome to me, Uncle
Ben? I am only a weak woman and
enn do nothing,” sald the girl, picking
up her tatting and trying to resnme her
work,

“Miss Mary, 1 come to yo' knze | was
nigh crazy, an' 1 was ‘bleeged to talk
to. somebody.” said the ol negro, with
faitering voice and tugging at his old
wool hat. “Den-.den, Miss Mary, 1
knowed how it stan’s “tween yo' an’
Marse A, 'Tain't n!l for de mies dat
Marse AM's reskin’ hissclf to get dis
cotton. Furtherme', Miss Mary, 1 come

tn yo' kage der's some'l'n’ yo' kin de
to he'p Marse AIf ef w0 be yo'll des do
"

Ol Ben eyedd the glrl closely as whe
strogeled with her mtting,

“As yo' sy, young mise, yo's weak
an’ yo's A woman, hat sometimes de
wenkest i de mos' powerful, Yon
know de Seripter say dat David latd
ont Gollkh wid o pebble from de brook
an' a sling”

“Sorely, Uncle Ben, youm don't wish
me to kil Captain Adams with a palr
of scissors,” snid  Mary Edgerwood,
emiling,

“No, Wthe miss; 1 don't want yo' to
do no killin' "eept'n’ wid yo' pretty face
an' de sweetness o yo'r velee,” i
Ben, Then, adyancing a step under the
honeysuekle vine, he added In a lower
Lo

“Pears to dis ole nigger dat 1f yo'
was to ax de cap’'n not to tetch Marse
Alf an' to let dot cotton alone he
mought to 1. Yo' see, IUs dis way, Ming
Muary. D wars over an’ done wid, an'
what good would It do w Jell Marse
AlIf? He aln't gwine fight wo more,
An' what 1n de name ob Gawd would
be de use ob takin' dat cotton ‘way
from Marse Alf nn' Marse Juck? De
UVnolnted Siates In w0 rich it wouldn't
mnke "em much richer, an' It would
ke Marse AIf and Marse Jack mon-
wWons poor. 1em young marsers b'longs
to de gquality, an’ dey des "bleeged to
bave some money to buy plows an’
corn an’ wnles to start plantin’® wid,
for de Lawd knows of de quality ain't
“lewed to have nothin' an' de country
In glve up to de povr white trash what
nover seed de loshde ob & carrlage an'
never rid behine s Kalotucky horse
what's gwine come ob dis poor "stract-
ed lan'™”

“Bat, Vacle Ben, Captain Adams
Ry ool grant my regoest,” said the
girl meditatively,

“Well, ef 5o be he don't. Miss Mary,
wo won't be e woss off.  Bat, Lawd,
e nIn't gwine suy po, dut be ain't, Yo'
koow, Hitle wissie, dat o' never look. |
ed o man squeer lu de face
blue eyes ob yourn an'
somwe' h'n' &’ be never
cap'n alu't gwine be de
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8 soldier can't pofuse o pretty
’, Bt
Unele Bea sonnned the girl's faee 10
e the #ffert of his peasoning, and,
vibag thup she still besitated, le
Bt fuewnrd bis Lot and strongest
BEgRInAT,

“Furthemig®, Miss Mary, It's dos -
possible for de cap'n to say D
¥ an' yo'r wa take bim Lowe .y’
noss him when ke was st de plut ob
denih, Biess Gawd, dat wan would W
boon deidd dis minate of be bud stagoed
in dnt dar peison, an’ e kuowes it AN
Nttlo misw, yo' know whut de entiol
folks way ¥

“What do they say, Unclo Bt

“We'l, de cullud folks “low, nn' dey's
good ot rendin’, dut e cup'u loves 3o

The girl waa {nlensely tutovosted.

mighty ulgh us hard ns Mapse Alf
Now, dar's sowe wen wonld do delr
level best tn dewn comditious to
Marse AIf in trouble, but de cup'n wln't
dat Kine”

“Does Captalu Adaws know that My
Layburn and | are—ure preat feicods™

“Yes, Miss Mary: e got 1t from Jake,
'Cordin' dat nigger's uccount, be des
turned Lisself wirong side our™

It was now yuite durk, and Muory
Edgewood rose to return to the house,
8he had nlwmost resolysd o olluw
Ben's suggestlon and secl an buter
view with Adawms In bebalt of ber
lover. One Hugoring doubt renmlned,
and she sald to the uegro as she left
the summer bouse:

“1 will do what | can, Uncle Ben, |
bave great respect for Caplaln Aduing,
I belleve be s conscentions, aml for
that reason, | fear e may think that
his duty fortilds L to greant oy ve
quest,” pe

Ol Ben seratched his head,

“'re des an ole nlgger, Miss Mary,
but It “pears to we 1t wonld be more
Ik daty for do eap'n to favoer twa Lo
er'ble young gentiemen oh de guolity
Wk Murse A0 an® Marse Jack dan to
play into be ban' ob o underbapded
mnn lak dat Brown, what wsed to L o
nigger trader.”

Mary Fdgewood did not tell hor
wother of ber btemdod interview with
Capiain Adams lest she might forbid
It, bt she took ey negro mammy,
Aunt Martha, Ito e conthlenoe aml
Informed the old womnn thiant sl roust
aveompany her, Tho fadthfo! crvnture
was vastly lhwprossed by the hopor
tance of the proposed visit, and e
mensely Mattersd by the posltion of
triast that she wos lovTtod to 0, It
aftorded Mary el eomtort to fond
that Aunt Marthn suw no lmprogeloty
in the procesding,  Garbed In oo larg
figured ealleo gown and o volundnous
white apron and her Lead encireled by

a0 enormons (urban, Aunt Martha
with her 200 pounds of flesh, desned
hersell a chaperon for f princess,
* “Houoey," sald the old creature, “el
yo' ma aly’t to know nothin' "bout dis
business wid de cap'n yo' con’t go il
10 o'clock. By dat time ole miss 1 be
snooxin’ away in her bed, sl we em
crope nway unheknow nst”™”

“Very well, Avunt Martha.”

YAn', honey, ‘tain‘'t nolhin® wrong
what we gwine do, but to Keep miedd e

A thick vell.”

By 10 o'vlock the stiflness of night
had settled down upon the Htthe eoun
try town, and the young girl ¢rept onl
of the gnte wiith her faithifal attend
ant amd gllded glong throngh the dark
est and least froquonted streets towaed
Captain Adnms' gunclers. 11 ber heart
continned fo threb ss  tumoliuously
when she arvlved in his presence, shic
fearcd that she might not be alile t
tell her errand.

When they renched the burrack, they
were stoppesl by a senutinel il

“Hinit! said the soldler,  “Who cotnes
there 1

Mary Edgewood's beart almost stop
ped benting. and she coulil not uller o
soumnd. That sbe woulid be baiiod by o
sentinel had uever octarred to ber.,

“Who eowes there, 1 say ™' repeated
the soldler,

“Samebody to see de cap'n,” sall old
Martha, stepping forward In front of
Mary.

“Who s ItY sald the sentinel,’ still
barrivg the way.

“Mr. Soldier, we don't waot no ool
fshness,” suld the old pegress, swell
Ing up as only a negro can, “lt's o

business wil de cap'n'”

“Who Is this lady of quality ¥ per.
sisted the sentinel,

“Louk n-liyer, Mr. Soldler man, it's
de Indy ob quality what pusscd de
eap'n when lie was sick an’ brung
bim back to life, an' If yo' dou't let
her pass yo' gwine git yo'se'l dun tron-
ble, yo' sholy 1s"

To le Condinued,

Netice ol _ll‘ilnl settlement,

Notier |# hereby given that the wuder-
signed aduministrator of the sstate of Mary
A, Melacd, decensed, has  tilesl Wis  boal
socount report as sneh  administiator
inthe County Conrt of He eou ly of
Washington, state of Oregon, and 1had
said vourt has Pumsnl wtibay , Lhie 21wt
day of July, 19 £, at 10 o'clock a w of

¥ the hearing of _abjections to
said ﬁ..i sccount and for the sellicnent
ol said e,
T.H. 1:“-' Tongue W, M. JACKSON
Attarneys. Adminis rastur  of
the eninte, of Mary
A. Meleod, deceas

ol
Dated this 19tk day of June, 1W2 0
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