———— e .

Finally, when she had brought a bright
o1 lovk to his face, sbe excloimed

“Did you know, Alfred, that while

rou were fighting Yankees ai the frouat g ot the
my mother und | wore pursiog oone at :::l‘l::ﬂl.t‘h.:lml : “m.tb

home ™ ’

"
VIndend, wol” replied Layburn, mneh | ol o oduce, The tax in kind of po-

Interestol. .

“1 wrote you of It in my last letter,
which you falled ta receive. One of the | *0% ""h;"'“":::'m" :::""’"""i‘:’h &
Fedutnl prisoners here was very il tuh:{amm Thhmtvmnnd‘l 4
with typhold fever, amd Lhe sargeon by 1 e Faway B8

sald he would die If he were not movidd

to @ more alry room and given hetter | L, 0 "oy oders were given these
care, My mother beard of it and had agcuts 1o conceal the cotton Wheneves
thmwummtuamhmdnnﬁ
by the Federnl army, and on its ap-

bim brought here.”
“Iret be recovee?”
“Yes. He began to fmprove almost

Immedintely and in a few woeks was| o) o\ o enemy’'s hands. Some

quite recovered. You see, he hud passed ¢
the crisls of the disense dnd was dying :

mwrely from (he lnek of favornble con-
‘ulhni—prnpw foud, cure and all that :ﬂ""f" ‘“f::‘n'::;“:,.h:: ';‘:: :m
kind of thing. 1o was a esptain and | (85 iiZ..""‘.... thonsands of bag of
really o fne fellow. [ did pot belleve n cotton hidden ln the hills and swames
Yankee could be so nlee. Mother be- all over the south, Now, where Iy that
was the most gratefnl belng [ ever mb::: ;:e:l:: n':m: m;‘:::.:
saw, o sald we bad eaved lis lite | ™ = ot::..lnthl'l b
You #hould have bheent hore the day he are hundreds &S LOem
ty, and, acoording to my opinion- and 1
—_—— hold myself an honest man—it is no-
body’'s property., To return it to the
taxpayers is utterly impracticable, and,
such being the case, It spoms to. me,
since the Confederncy is no more, that
o one has a better right to the cotton
or #tands in more need of it than the
poor ragged soldler hoys who have
fought for the soll that produced It.”

came quite attached to bim, and be

“Now, boye, 1 have a grand scheme.”

went away. It was pathetle—the part-
ing. T traly belleve he was sorry to

“I've not a doubt of it.," sald Lay-
Diurs, o 1ittte uneastly,

'retending not to note the slight
change in the man's veice, the young
girl continned :

“Rut listen. I haven't told you ail.
The mirangest thing I8 to come, and It

—that's his ngmoe—has returmed. He

Federnl garrison, and alnee he came
ek he i constantly attempting to do

mother some kindness, He insists upon This nccomplished, It wonld not be dif:
flenit to ship It by n night hoat to Mo
bile, where it eonld Le enslly sold or
sent to Liverpool and there marketed,

supplying her with groeceries from the
barracks at cost. He would like to
mnke ber a present of them, but he
kunows she would not aecept them."

“Iwes he come to eall? asked Lay.
binrn, o little glamly,

"Sometimes."

With o strong effort Layburn strove
to steangle the demon that rose for
u teinent in his heart. It was not bes
chuse Adams was n northern soldler
thnt he was tempted to hite him, Ho
felt sure that the fellow had fallen in
love with Mary., Fow counld he spend
ten days In thehouse with her and help
It? But why shonld he frot? If Mary
wery not o Hitle bit to Llame -ho hopend
gl was not—-the affalr was merely one
of the nccidental oceurrences of life,
And s, after a lttle more chat, hw took
Ris lenve nnd resumaed bis way to town,

Om arriving ot the principal street
of the village Lagborn fell In with
Tack Mertweather, Meriweathor was
o kindeed spirit.  Like Layburn, be
Load Just returned from the army, and
s fnanees weee, If possible, In a
ore despergte condition. The two
men met for the frst time after o sep-
aration of four years, for, while Lay-
burn lad begn serving under Lee in
Virglnia, Meriweathier had been fight-
Ing niong the Mississippl,

"By deorge, Layburn” sald Merl
weather after 4 féw minutes' conver
satlon, ‘goeing at his friend's rusty
Plack sult. then looking at his own
slinbiby clothes of the mmbie cvlor,
“your appearance aml mive romind me
of two old black crows. ™

“Senrecrows,  you ummf." nmended
Johin Palmer, an old planter, jolning
the two men with adangh, 1 want to
hire yont two chaps to stand In my corn
fleld and frighten the beda”

“Petter not make any rash proposl
tions, Mr, Palmer,” sald Layharn, “for
Joek and 1 are quite nx needy as we
leok and are ready for n contract of
any deseription.”

“Yes: it sn't safe to blaff as. What
d:d Borns says of ‘honest poverty ¥
Whatever it was wo Indorse It 1 am
wiliing ta drop corn, serape taters, do
vhores or anything. -Aren't yon, Ale?

“Certainty, whoo Uve put o1 my see
ond Dest suit,” laughed Layburn,

“Naow, bara, do you know that's jm-:'
what 1 reckaoned—that yon'd be short
of funds and cesling o few dollars to
start with," sil! the old man kindly.
“You've both got somebody depeoding

weather.

ton is comcealed ¥ asked Layburn ea-
gerly.

don't after all this preamble,” added
Meriweather,

er,
“Hurrah, hurrah!” eried Meriwea-
thﬂ..

sternly, for Meriweather had attracted
the attention of several Federal sol-
dlers ou the street,

you will ruin everything. All this Con-
federate cotton is belng selzed as soon
as dlscovered by the Yankee garrisons
as government property.”

ly, “if you will tell us where this cot.
ton Ia concealed and give us your ad-
vice in regard to securing it, we will
be supremely grateful and endenvar tc

" follow your counsel in every particn
leave, lag.”

young men had sobered down and were
now in the proper frome of mind to be
trusted with this great secret, drew teo
one side and revealed to them the sity
atlon of the cambersome bt valuable

h e, The
veminds me of o novel. Captaln Adams :::?u::;llt?: s:)u:ra: g:::n:?jpt‘he !:.'

.1

s been appointed to command the tfhr::' ':::nrm; ::: :::‘::‘:;:: ;:o:;:_

old man, “is the hiring of a wagon
with which 1o hring the staff ont of the
swatagy, It Ik norleky business, and no
Dody lkes to let o wagon aml muales

e done at night, and If yon nre ennght
by the Federals you will be sent to jail
o the wigons and tepmsy will be con:
fiscated.”

hundeed Adlines a tenm Is the price for
wght work, Let me sea” “Uhe old mnn
rubbed bl elitn mediatiyely’
conldn’t do better than te tey Jim

Jim's been transaciing o little husiness
I this line on his own acconpt, aml no
donbt he'll be willlng to belp twa de

There's Jhm, now.”  And the old plant
er boekoned to n stout man a Hitle pust

was o country werchnnt whoa dealt in
farm supplies aud (e varbous artieles
necded on i southorn plantation,

e dn a few words related all the par
ticnlars of the bnsiness in bawl, even
o the location of the coltow,

ey, “these boys need &8 wagon and

I 1o burn It when in danger of

tmes this order has been execmted, but
n numerous instances only the part

is

“Bravo, brave!” exelalmed Jack Meri-
“Do you know whore any of this cot.

“You are an inhuman old man If you

“I do, boys, I do,” sald the old plant-
“Stop your rgeket,” said the planter

“1f you dou't move on the dend qntei.

“Mr. Palmer,” suid Layburn serious

The old planter, scelng that the two

honse and remove the Confederate in
bel and give each bale h plivate mark

“The main obwtadle conelided the

for such n purpose, The work has e

“Weo nre willing to pay a sty hire,”
snld Layburn,
“You'll hinve to sald Palmer, “A

“You

Brown. He has two wagons nmd teames,
serving fellows for o comsideration,
middle Hfe who was standing in the
door of the pearest corner stary,. Brown

When he approgehed the groip, Pal

“Now, Hrown,” conclisded the old

g
il
el
i -
71
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I OMDTB the Sdmen. Nub without Leing '
*Thank . Palmer,” sald Mert- " c plauta it's Hed pp closs by
N weatber, twiating bis body impetiently,| “oun i Meviveutier debosaly, | el lone Aiifdes's 4 siIR dus 10
“But, for sake. §o on™ " sald Brows Leusively. “Adame | WHAL gWwine Luder us fuafght from
PROPERTY "'"’m.n' .""‘ dmae, | O eielas of \be sarriscn, I8 very | 89U 10 dut Satbost 1o de wouf ub de
*| with kewa enjo o cav-| 10 He bas cosfiscated & great deal | STk 80’ den/paddiin’ up de creck (o
mchm“ 8o Just s | SCUYE e e the Qe skiff  "Taln'Yuo wore'n twa hund'sd
T | ten and possess your souls 1n patience.” | 3 BTISCAEEE (VU D YOS SOTEU | urde Wiy, Marwe AIE, we bin or
Continued from  Pirst Page, Layburn gave Merlweather a cun Jned to think these Bty bage thet $‘? dar an' bring off dat ectton an’

Ing 1o e Uk your wigoons and teaws.
We are willlug te pay you the highest

£
!

I owaw Jusi condlug o that”
Brown, with eily soavily. “I reaily
wiant o oblige you, aunl we shau't
quarre] about twrws, When do you
wish thwe wagous?”

“Tonlght,” smhd Leybuorn,

“You tnean bustuess, | soe” smiled

lmpossible 0 aecommodate  you to
night. One of my wegons has gone to
Galneville, and one of the mnles that
draw the other whgou is lame, Now,
if you'll put it off two nights § ean let
yon have hoth wagons. ‘There's really
no hurry, you know, You'll walt, won't
m?l .
The man's tones were almost be.

‘secching.

“1 suppose we must” sald Merl:
weithor, grontly disappointed. “What
do you say, AlP??

“We will let the mntter rest for the
present,” replled Layburn guietly.

Thiz closed the interview,

“Jaek.” enid Lavburn when they
reached the street, “If we  follow
Brown's adtice and walt 4l Thns
day night we will bo forestallsd*

“By whom?" asked Meriwenther In
aurprise,

‘-& nmm.n

*Oh, no, Layburn. He would not da
siuch o dlty trick, It wonld rein him
fn the community,”

“You don't understund. Ho will earry
off the cotton omd then cvince the
greatest surprise and indignation when
wa toll him we linve boon to the place
ane found It mlssing, The thing will be
managed so neatly that there will not
be a shred of evidence agninst him,
But there ho {8 at the window watch.
ing us,  Let us walk on™ said Lay-
burn, #iting his plpe..

“Well, what con we do in the matter?
We can’t [asult the man by mantfest-
fng ooy disteust,” safd Meriweather
when they had tered o corner.

HOf course ot retnrned Lay born,

They stopped under a large china
troe on o slde street gwd lenned against
the fence in silent weditation, BaMe!
in the first move nnd conrclous that de
lay was dangerons, for o few moments
thelr thonghts wore ns confused and
formiess as the dappled sunlight that,
sifting through the wind  shaken
boughs, quivered on the sand at their
fTeet.
- Meriwenther looked Eayburn in the
eyes,

“We won't give i ap, AICY*

“Never, Jack, We've got 1o have
that cotton,” veplied Layborn, “Come
Bome with e and we'll talk It over
with o'd Ben,"”

It was quite duner time when they
renched the Layburn munsion, After a
plain bot satisfying wenl, of which

“There's really no hurry,”
bnttgrmiik und hoecake constituted the
ehief course, the two ex<onfederates
Interyiewed ol Ben at the stables,

The old negro listened with the deep-
ost interest.

Y1 krow de place: 1 know de place.
1 conld go dur wid my eyes shet, "I'nin't
mor'n two hynd'ed yurds from de river,
It's on Rlpckberry ercek, which fines
da river at Palmer's bond.”

“Now, Isu't It n pity we ean't get
Brown's tenms tll Thursday nigh 1"

tefm, ad 've told ‘em If - anybhody

cottlil help "em out It wonld be you, !
nml If you conldn't yon'd keep the! Rrown knowed whar dat eotton wasy
whole thing quiet.”™

“Of courne I'll be as stlent ns the |
grove,
“but ae for letting out iy stock at

1

sald Brown good hnmeredly,

thght-—-Iit's risky, very risky!”

“The boys understand and are will
ng to pay,” hastened Palmer,

“Well, gentlemen,” sald Brown, “drop

“By George, Layburn,” sald Merl-

Layburn's burden of ‘care was mpe}

fightened. but he wos not so Jubliant.a
Meriweather,

“Yen," sald the former, “but | am

sorry the old man told Rrown where A% wagons to do -dis Job,

en you, and Its golag to ‘be durned| the cotton was coscesled.”

hard at the beginalng. Now, boys, 1!
Lave o grand schewe. It's such a good
thing I'd work It myself if 1 were not

“Pebaw! Brown's ull right,” replied .
Fie contiding Jack. [

“Time will decide” returned Lay- |

a oll” burn.

“What I "It™ sald both the young
mon Ina breath, intensoly ntorested. t

“Keep cool” sald Palmer, lelsurely | slone. As soon as they had entered he
cutting off a chew of tobnees, with a| seeured the deor bebind them.

twlokle in bis eye. “I'm not going to

ko Liurried. 1 lay nwnake half the night| over, gentleren, and I foe) sure that '

When they came back at 1 o'clu-k.:

bey fonnd Brown In his counting rom

“l lave boen thinking the matter |

turninig it ever In wmy mind Says [ to| okl Palmer bas put you on a pat

mysell, IU's o royal chance for some. | t

1
hing.” sald the merchant when llloy!

body, ind who has a better right to It| were seated. “As the old man says, 1t
than woitie of our poor boys Just back| ' nobods's property, and no southern-
from the war, with hardly a dime In| or nesd feol any seruples abont belping

thelr pockets? 8o 1 determined 1o get| Mimself. 1t s werely a llndoflnfwn-i
oh my bhorse after breakfast and come| al administration. This concealed cot.

ton Is the estate of the defunct Con-

s town and unfold the plan to some

ddperving party, and 1 don't know any| T3y, and Fou are the heirn

two boys that 1 think more of than 1
do of you. You soe. 1 knew your fa.
thers before yow-not that I wean tg

Brown paused n moment to benm hin

kind fecling.

"I don’t think-we'll sofler any pangs

sald Layburn, He dropped the remark
with a purpose and glanced at Mer)-
weather,

“Marse A, did yo' say dot Mr

“Yeu

Old Ban rolled his eyes ssgaclously
“One mmle gone lame  Uother tesm
gone to Gainsville —walt 18 Thursda)

fitght. Look Lere, Marse Alf, don’,
Yo' smell a monse ™
“What do you mean, Ben?™ asked

in ot 1 o'clock. nod we'll talk it over.” | Meriwssther.

"1 mean, Marse Jack, dat Mr. Brown

weather when Rrown had left them | WA dat colton hisself."”
and they had parted with the planter, ey
“old man Palmer Is n trump, and this | FoU so.

scheme of his seems o divect Interpos! |
tlon of Mrovidence.” ‘

“There, Jaek,” said Layburn: “I toMd

“But we gwine git ahead ob him.”
sald Ben, chuckling.

“How, Uncle Ben?" asked Layburr
eagerly. “Do you know where wo car
hire wagons and mules?”

“Marse Alf, we don't need no mules
Jes' pat
¥o'r trus’ In dis ole nigger. Te gwine
pull yo' throngh.”

Layburn and Meriweather wore thor
oughly puzaied aml exchanged glances
Old Ben |ntercepted the looks and read
their meaning.

“No, Marse Alf, de old man aln’ Jos'
his mind, He's elghty year old, but

| Be's got bis Jedgmont yit.” [

Well, Ben" sald Ileriwmthgr. “it
wo don't hire wagans, wiil you please
inform us how we are to get that cot

0n would be completed amd the wyeteh

ton out of the swamp ™

“Eut'nly, sah. What you got to say, |
Marse Jack, ag'in a fiathoat?”

“A fAstboat™ echoed larburn and
Meriweuther simnltaneonsiy, |

“Yeu, sali, n fnthoat, what don't have |
to wheels, don't need ne mules an’
dan't mnke po nolss” sald old Ben tri-
umphantly, *

Tncle Pien, Rlackberry oreok I ten
swinll for n farthont,” said Lasborn

“Hut it aln't teo warrow for & skiff

 “Listen,” Marse
what b'lougs te

Your glubvuse fo' daylight,”

CHAITER 11,

plan appeared sa praetienble
young wen were lnelined al
distrust it. They would have
ter bad It presonted more
ut every attemgt to find o
ohjection was wet nod oyver
the old negro, whose knowl
skilfs, Matbonts and e neligh.
river was fuunded upon the ex-
of - lifelhme.  Aftur o long |
discussden the plan was adopred, sod
to cireumvent more surely Brown's
suspeeted trickery It wos determined
1o executo It that nlght. At Bou's re-
quest the prelimdoary  areshgenients
were left to blo), and the mectivg ail-
Jonrmesl,

An the young mén left the stable
Laybarn rasarked that thelr roturn 1o
eivil life war npparently destinged uot
to be devold of excliement,

“Treae” roplied Meriweather, “but
tonning off Confidernte cotton ls not «
glorions veotipation,

“No responded Taybuen, “uot ns
glorlous as secking 196 hoblile repity-
thon at the epnmon's outh. bat 1t
promises (0 by vastly inere tperntlve,”

DPurhgg the Intersening thioe befbye
8 o'clock, the ot appinted for the
expedition, Uncle Ben wiged onevel
apsly self Important,

“Ole wnn,™ sahl his wite, Naney, aft.
or n worles of suabbipgs, “what's
matter wil yo'? Yo' strols oroun’
tak yo' done when old tarse bought
‘o thonsand dollnpcarrisxe hors's."

“Shot np. ‘oronn, an' sconr day, sk}
letl Yo' gwine see me deivin® fine
horses 42'in of Lo Hve”

At 8§ ocloeh (it evening Lavbarn
Aol Mer wonther fomd that sl was 16
rendiness on the bevoleshinded bauk of

¢
ot
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[ DALLES PORT-
. LAND ROUTE

the rlver adincent to the Layburn gln
house. « On  (he onpheions  Autbant,
which was almost concenled by the
willows npd mpsondines that bordered

were soveral poles twonty-five or thir
ty feet In length that Beo had |m..\|.|.
ed for the propulsion of tho boat, and |

Nnnl!'

Thher band, Aol doue 3, 1878
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and festooned (e murge of the sireim, |10

TTEn BrxTes Loavn s
I pvion | v LINE - My

¥ e a't of 'l:-hr-- s af June

ted to ome end of the Dont was o feleled © Cpoget far o) i £ ieber Lant
roomy skiff for the npavigation of | the Biatos ol €alitoruin, ey N
Blackberry creck. ll,l.“ln ‘”.l .'| .._'-I.. !I; \. .: A ‘
Meriweather complhmented the ald vilguast o, 1NV, L e | o 0l Asliyr
negro on the complitaness of areange | oounty of © s P Blate ol Oy i
ments, much (o his satisfaction, ‘\',""‘ tiy filinl ot "'I,", e
In a few momoents they wers loosid "_-1,':1,“,“"\"_'; "y ,,",r'_;l'\' T Slas.s o
from the-moorings pud gliding Qown | ofier poof 1o show (ot © oo Lok somalit @
stream,  Alded by the eurvent, Bon de [ roore ¥ dugblp for (e ks W
Cllned tho assistance of the two young ;::r_ “'l'i":':":“."”"‘r |‘;"II". ‘-I‘ f} ”" | l‘-” ‘I_’ S
men. e declared that one pole wos | 0 li'l,',';‘,_; ,'_\ _-|_"'."__ ._',_,' b T.;, oy

sufcient to propel the tar, but safd [Oregon on Poiliy, (e 9t
that when the bont should be londed | I

And the fow agninst them be world
be glad to recvive thele holp,

The luck of the woon: was ped la-
mented,  The sturs @forded all the
Hght that wis neoded, and thele sol

wuters, The breath of myeiad Lay flow-
ors mado the ule heavy with Tragranes,
while from the banks on elther bl
camw the sownds of the swamp, the
melancholy volees of whippoorwills In

the abavesdasioribod Lanils i
e thel= oladna bn Wr aflies on e

emn foeey werk reflected on the diark | aafd s By of Auctist, 190

Ho nanimg « an Wil nesses
obn teleser, ol

w B L arsan, of A siverin
A W el o
Auv and all personiv ol doabige

Thwber Land, Aol Jaue 8, 1878

refterant song, and ever sl oo some RNOTICE FOI L BLICATIONN

owl would ery “tawha, tuwhos,” and

then break inte a peal of ghnstly | Usioes Svavee Looen Oy

LIEnion 1200y 14y 1] >3, Hat
lnnghter. rOTL I 14 WEREHY GIVES, 11841
After abont an bour and a half old ,_\ in conipling Loy i
Ben exelalmed: bhie act of Con INis entitl
“Marse A, we's mighty nlgh dard fod A ant e the & BeE 1 aln- 4
In five minutes wore Layburn saw o ':,':ih"‘!'::',":l"l".h'__"',",:,:','!' S el
break In the margin of the stream, | o afl (e dubie boand 6 1 Y
fringed with eane and overhong Dy | Avew & 192 Gl b Baesn, o A
gropevines, 1t looked like the beglps [onnty of Cldsep, Blate of Orecon, b
this day Dhost su s vdtion b . i
uluuort;l'-uy.m. 1t was in realley thie | Lo s L Prhn e is
month of Bliackberry eroek, Wik 8W 1) Nee 3, K L NN
Ben tied the fat to a low spreading | ' of Ser Ko d Fa N EGW, and wil
bongh of a cottonwond tree, and 1l """'_' o :I ’,"’,"‘ ::""l', o I"j' " .
party enteved the skif. The old man ;:-’.‘,',:,.,"'_j..l,';':...'_.';,'..'.!.. s Sy,
ok Lis seut In the wtern, and, gently | his elain beoabl Land Sofarn the | Lt
paddiing, they began the pecent of thie | oo Bocolver o i olies af Guean G
slugelsh creek,  When they lnd gone F L e g Mad e i
aboul My yards, they caught a crac- DLW WAL
kg rowml, Jotin Peowk, of Olnry, {drop
h“\\‘lml'n dut ¥ mald the negro under A 'l‘l"r'-""l'!'" o
I Lireuth, e Vst s § \
“It mnst e g wildeat or an opos- “_I\':.'.l‘ -.'.”4 all :.ur‘-... i labinin TR
wnm,” repdied Merhwentlier, b by s ot sl sl Lanad rainl
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“AlL, 1 ean't stand this.gl'm going to
shoot!” exclaimed Meriweather, breath.
Ing Lieavily,

“Stop!" sald Layburn. “If we kill

®, there will be an Investipation,
and we may not eniy lose the enttan,
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“Are you gobng to et the scoundes
make off with the cotton ! asked Merl-
weather angrily.
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