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souls as Nuthun could flight or rtlug
hint. To ri'inuln In rsvil life would
soon place blm, should bo. see fit to en-

ter politics, where. If bo wore mean
enough, he could slight or stim them.

"You are bet:er off today than you
havo lieen since the i!:;yof your grad-
uation," said "You are In-t- lt

pend-nt- ." He vtouiJ have said even
more but that be feared to wound.
What ho thought was: "Thank God for
two thlugs, my lad you' vo neither
wife nor child to hamiicr you: The

iyMsiiM
ttA"lU: I. ForIrfrAi,t.g and Children.

cna U.ut 01 tue stunou nu.;er at
that harduuid the lieurts of the

uuiuugcmcnt ssalust Laugdun. Now
he would u t return tit their employ.
He sti.i k iniiiif i.lly to hi studies In
('rcgMucir ot;w. was able to pitch his
crutch d w ii cellar in April and to drill
his l.ii n In the public K.i:ar finder the
gli'iiui of the electric light during the
bright rti'UiugH in May. v. ja ut the de-

pot tu hie Mclillle ji l I the fsiully the
lovely June inoriilnu when tliey went
through ! io':t.' to the bills, and a
week luiw wa sin;rlMd by a letter
from the n.ajor f.clng (hut be should
come up for h vii.lt. a w. rest, fish-

ing ami cjutplt.g.
There wot-.- - Kcvrral n asous why Laug-

don disliked to gu. there was
"Cat," the cnvnliy colonel who had
brought blm to trial ut I'awuee. "Cat"
would lie g'nd to we blm. wrote Mel-

ville, but would Langdon lie glad to
see ""'at?" No! I.angdoa knew be would
not. Mehllli- - didn't It II the particulars
of his conference with "fat," without
whoce full knowledge und consent of
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married Is never free."
"Langdon." said Cresswell. cumins

Into the offlco one bright Juno n.orn-Ing- .
"1 want you to knock off for a few

day aud tuke a run with me to Lin-
coln and Omaha. There are people
you ought to meet. Why, surely yon
can leave the rifles that can't
you?" he continued, mitlii Instantly
the demur in Ijiugtbui's face.

"Yes. a)i fact, I bave begun t Vilu
of them a whulo week. Bead
that." And Langdon placed Melville's
letter lu the lawyer's bauds nnd then
rose aud walked to the window.
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doa was taken back to Brentwood and
nursed and coddled for lung week.
Tbe regular came In time for a t!
winter tight with the Sloux. but the
ranch and railway people would bear
of only one hero, Eric Ijingdun. The
new manager of tbe Big Horn called to
see blm and thank him lu tbe name of
the road. The road waa full of
scheme to bave him . legislated bs
Into the army, and a bill to tliut effect
was actually Introduced. Ijtugduu said
It was time wanted, but Nebraska sen
ators and representative were confi
dent. It was at leant a good thing to
push along, as It would keep liliu from
turning up as a possible congrvsainnul
candldute himself. Silting about the
campQrea on long winter evenlugs and
reading the local papers, there was no
end of chaff aud fun among the regu
lars over that possibility. The trai
and station hands all' along the Itlg
Horn and Seattle, both, suemod to bave
forgotten their grievance of the year
gone by and would shout for Lang-
dou at the faintest mention of his
name. Two papers, "disgruntled," to
use their own English, with their rep
resentative and to bother him proba
My as much as to boom Langdon openly
advocated placing Eric In nomination,
whereat Rodney. May and Woodrow
chuckled with Joy as Channlng drawl
cd out an Inquiry of Nathan, "How
would it do to bave Langdon on the
bouse military committee, for In
stance?" whereat Nathan scowled, but
said naught that was audible.

There was a man, not In the army
who took the possibility more serious-
ly, and that was Langdon's friend and
benefactor, Cresswell, who, as had
been sold, had aspirations of his own
There la little doubt that had an elec
tion been possible that winter and the

a candidate, Langdon would
hare stood quite a chance. But by the
time be was hobbling abont on crutch
es, In March, tho furore bad subsided,
Cresswell, a southerner,' still raged In
his heart over tho assault of which bo
bad been the victim. It waa not the
physical suffering, but the Indignity,
that rankled, and he bad not ceased
bis efforts through detectives to ferret
out tbe guilty parties, but with little
luck. Certain men once promluent
among the railway banda had left tho
state, but no one knew just why or
whither.

Langdon, on the contrary, had ap
parently lived down bis wrath. "Fight
Ing mad," as the conductor declared to
Lieutenant Hunt, he certainly was un
til tbe peril that menaced the settlers
and Involved tbe trainload of helpless
people dwarfed all personul considera
tion and turned his powers to their ac-

count. His story of the abduction wa
very brief and straight. Returning
from the armory, be had let himself In
at the front door of the otllce, closed It
after blm aud almost Instantly felt
himself grappled by powerful arms.
Gruff voices warned him that a sound
meant death when sound was liiipoxsl
ble, for a huge, Course, band wa over
bis mouth, to be replaced In an Instant
by a chloroformed sponge and silken
handkerchief. When consciousness re-

turned, be "was in a wugoti, blindfold
ed, bound and gagged, then was hoist
ed Into an empty freight car and trun
died miles hwujr through the night
Ills gag was removed as soon a the
train went on, and hu was given water,
was assured that no harm was Intend
ed "the boys" thought he'd bettor
tHka a little trip up the country while
business was dull In Brentwood, and
they made blm comfortable with blan-
kets aud pillows despite tho Jolting of
the clumsy car. At ilau u ho was tnk
eu from the train and driven miles
across country In another wagon to a
rnncb where people treated him with
every caro and kindness, but he was
kept under lock and key until the night
of the 8lt ti, when there were sounds
of weeping and dismay In uu adjoin
ing room, and he learned that there
was a terrible raid by thu Sioux "up
the road." And then, fast as horses
could bring them, came thrco railway
men not bis abductors, for two of
these were men ho had known In the
Brentwood yards, and the voices were
different They told him of the dread-
ful Meeds at Itosebud and the plight of
tho train; told him the troops were
coming, that the strike was done and
that all matters connected with It and
damages of every kind were to be set-

tled later. Tho question was would he
resumo duty at once with his company
and head them to tho rescue, leaving
everything elsi? to bo settled later. If
they would take him to the railway.
Ho accepted Instantly there was noth-
ing else to do and the whole country

new the rest.
Since then the strike seemed to be a

dropped matter. The men would not
renew nor the officials reopen It both

des being content to .Ignore It. the
officials claiming that the bands had
sufficiently punished themselves and
tho bauds professing to believe that
the road was preparing to accord them
the terms demanded. To the wrath

Cresswell aud doubtless of other
lawyers averse to ail settlements out
of court no proceedings were Instltnt- -

The road dealt liberally with the
families of employee who bad suf-
fered by the Sioux outbreak and had
sent Langilen to the best hospital In
the state to Im most skillfully and ten- -

erly cared for. There he pursued his
udles In the day of hi convales

cence aud by March was once again
At Brentwood, occupying his old room
over Cresswell's office and supervising
from a scat twice a week the drill of
tho rifles, now at last In full com
mand, for the governor signed that
commission before ever the rifles got
back from the scenj; of their glory.
Eric was Csptnln now and no
mistake.

Mr. Burleigh stopped to see him the
eek he bubbled out on crutches and

said thnt the it-a- bad decided to send
Betl elsewhere and to tender

on his M place. Langdon said he
ad no objections to their sending

Bet fa to Halifax If tbey wished, but
ecllned the xwltlon.
"You still reseDt their firing yon on

account of that safe business, I sup-
pose." said Burleigh In hi attractive
western wny.

I resent their treatment of me at
that time on every account" wa tbe
nswer. "log well know that others

than I had tbe combination, yet they
ere retained and one of them pro

moted."
Burleigh winced. Of course he knew

It, bnt Itetts was clone to the manage-
ment by marriage and hi win a pet of
tbe connecting link. It was their story
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fSoiitinurd from find ?itf.
istauc will be over In another t,

aud then, at tbe bead of bis wild
warrior, be can dash In uikjii tboui In
furious charge, out I lie train. Willi It

btlplcss woiui'D, In beaten, twweobln
mn. It screauiliiK children ninkln
wect music for bin savage ears, will

be tlie prey and spoil of the Brule.
the din and crash of battle be never
becd tbe backward rush of tue ft
warrior at tht crest. He tliliika theui
Jo.uluf In the charge till White Wol
Ida aon, topple headlong; from bia
pony, gasping warning with bla last
fereatb, Un, yelling wltb mingled fury

nd dlxmay, a dozen brave bear dow
upon blm at mad gallop and sweep blm
.way to the safety of the went, for

there, striding down the prairie alupe,
spreading out to right and left, comes
tbe long, bluo line of hated soldiery
backed up by scores of fighting men a
with crackling rifles. Iiere and there
In little group bU warriors fire wildly
In reply, but the defense, too, has again
taken heart and, wltb exultant cheers.
Is pouring In a hot fusillade. A dozen
potties are sprawled In deatb agony
upon the award. Half a doxen gaudy
braves are stricken, some even unto
death. There I nothing for It but to
scoop up the dead and il.rlug brethren
and then to dash away for council at
safe dlHtunce.' And five minutes Inter,
laughing, weeping, cheering, hand
sbuklng mid embracing, "X) men arc
mingled in Joy and triumph about the
bullet riddled I i n In. Women and chil
dren are sobbing In the nrms of loved
ones, and mi ores of quivering lip are
pouring iralxe and blessing on the
name of Krle and eag
voices tihouting and clamoring for him
to f!hw biuiKelf and then hushing
most to silence In awe, dismay am
wild anxiety. The lust seen of him he
was leaping along the railway far In
front of his line, waving and cheering
them on. Had he, too, Itccn snatched
up In the smoke and dust and swept
awny by the Indian band? He bad
utterly disappeared, lie could nowhere
be found.

- CII.UTKK XV.
In the valley of the south Cheyenne

and close to the rugged cliffs of the
Black Illlls a simnscr camp had been
pitched, and nearly a thousand troops
were under canvas. After four months
of bitter weather and experience
guarding thousand of morose, sullen
savages, cowed Into subjection after
their flcry outbreak, old "Cat" and bis
troopers were revellag In the poetry of
soldiers' life In tb field, and Melville,
wltb two of tho batteries, was keeping
thera company. They were far enough
from theaifeneles to be free from dally
contact with begging, bothersome In
dluus and near enough to the railway
to have dully supplies from the east.
Mrs. Cat had taken a notion that she
should of all things enjoy a summer
under canvas, and even the assurance
that It meant ruin to the complexion
did not deter certain regimental bean
ties from following her example. "Cat'
would have' said uo at the outset bad
hu seen what It might lead to, but he
didn't, and If be bad would probably
bave been overruled, Mrs. Cat being
woman of much mettlo In all matters
of domestic economy. She came, had
an extra hospital tent pitched and es
tablished her little court. Several ex
perlenced cavnlry women speedily fol-

lowed and were soon snugly and hap-
pily bestowed In camp, tho tents of
tho married oftieors being set at tho
northwest end of the mesa, close under
the bold pine bluffs, and In June, when
It was fully determined that the sum'
mer should be spent there by tho field
command, Melville took a week's leave,
a run to l'awnpe, and returned with
Mrs. Melville, Miss Grabame and tbe
children, a proceeding that gave much
Joy to Messrs. Wood row and Santley
of the gunner and to Captain Chan
nlng and certain other cavalry bach
elors, for Kthel Urahame bad won the
honest admiration of all tbe men she
knew, Channlng and Santley especially,

Nathan's battery was with tbe com
mand. but Nathan was not The doc
tors bad declared a summer at the sea
shore Indispensable In tho case of Mrs.
Nathnii, and the captain applied for
three months' leave. He and bis giins
had not been exposed to any extent
during the brief 'and bloody campaign
that followed tbe outbreak of the
Sioux, but Melville and "Cat" seem-
ed to think the battery could spare
lilro. It left Torrance In command, a
far better soldier, despite his snobbish
qualities. And, though the department
commander made a wry face and the
division general sniffed suggestively as
be tossed the application to bis chief
of staff, tbe leave wa granted. The
summer opened glnrlonsly. Squadron
and battery drills went on each morn-ln- f

In splendid shape on the broad,
level flats adjacent to the stream, and
shooting, fishing and plciric parties
were of frequent occurrence In the
Mils. "Cat" entertained prominent
western statesmen and railway offl-cla-

once or twice In June and was not
always happy In so doing, for more
than once or twice they touched on
dangerous grnnad. and if there wa n
topic" on which :'C'at" was touchy now
It was that of ENe Lflugdou,
whom be had practlcnlly kicked out of
Kansas City only to see him becomo
a hero In Nebraska.

In one sense the year had dona Its
best for I.angdon. He hail become the
lil j of a Urge class of the imputation,
but that, unless a mas bave political
aspirations, la not of Intrinsic or prac-
tical value and, furthermore. Is rarely
of long duration. The populace needs
new sensations. Shot through tbe leg
In the dash to the rescue of the train,
be bad finally fainted from loss of
Hood while rescued anil rescuers were
embracing and shouting and waa
found unconscious and weir nigh dead
lying In 'a ravine full quarter of a
mile tip the track, beyond the train, to
which point he seemed to bave fol-
lowed, lighting, a though to assure
himself the Indiana contemplated no
return attack, frontier surgery I ex-

pert In gunshot wounds. It having
to deal with, and rude appli-

ance kept body and aoul together un-
til the coming of experts wltb the troop
train from Umabi.
. Later, while tbe olJlerv went on to

course he would not nsk I.iingdoii to be
his guest und "Cat" did not tell .Melville
the reul reasons of his assent. But tho
way tu which his civ II in u guests spoke
of Langdon hud set the colonel to
thinking. It bad not previously oc-

curred to him that Just as certificates
of long aud faithful service In tho army
are of little aid In the rush for civil
employment, so Is army condemnation
of little barm when a iiiun displays tbe
traits the people want. Mr. Burleigh
lacked finesse and tact. Hu was course,
but farslghted, and be told "Cat" that
the road would have given Langdon a
good salary to buy biin buck, but he
would not be bought. "That fellow will
be In congress first thing they know,
and he won't be led by the nose." "Cut"
still had an eye on that longed for star,
and suppose now that Langdon should
get there and lie assigned to the mil-
itary committee. Just how much help
could "Cat" look for ot his bands?

Tell MHvlllo to invite biin by all
means, said Mrs. Cut. But "Cat
demurred. Why had Lnngdoii left
Sheridan so mysteriously? Why had
the Big Horn .liscliiirped him If they
hud not good reason to connect blm'
with the robbery of the safe? Mel-
ville, with his grave, courteous smile,
promptly dlHKsel of the Itrst. It was
to spare Nelson a iwishIIiIo breach with
the post commander. Sharpe felt thnt
he ought not to allow Langdon to re
main ut the post one day after he was
able to move. Ih-s- of the bad
blood between blm and Arintstcud;
second. Iiccaura of bis nnom.ilous posi-

tion as a dismissed olllcer. But Sharpe
knew Nelson was Impetuous of speech
nnd Intolerant of Interference. He
liked hhn well and thought for htm
and so ehohe a time v. lien Nelson had
to be nt stables to kimiiI his adjutant to
Langdon to break to him, diplomatical
ly as possible, his desire, and Langdon
left between twe bugle calls, hurt and
heartsick, but convinced that the step
was due to Nelson, If not to Sharpe.
When fairly away from Chicago and
beyond reach of Nelson's reproaches or
exiostulatloiis, Langdon had written
ami given good reason for his action
oil that count nt least. The Armlstead
affair was something that would bare
to be left for time to settle. It might
crop out any moment In the future.

On tho other matter, the safe rob
bery, "Cat" owned to himself with
shame that he had trumped it up as an
objection even when he disbelieved it
truth, for Melville's cleur eyes bad
futhomed his soul when the major
calmly asked, "You surely do not be--
leve Langdon a party to that, do you?"

lib no, no, certululy I don't! Oh,
well, ask hint by nil menus, If you
like. I I I merely suggest these as
matters others might desire explain
ed. Then there's Torrance. Now,
how do you expect them to meet?"

They are not apt to meet at nil. Mr.
Torrance, you know, has not been wel
come at my quarters since that occur-
rence," was Melville's quiet reply, and,
much to Torrance's chagrin, such was
the case. Hu had been living with the
bachelors' mess during tbe campaign
and here in camp, Mrs. Torrance hav
ing taken that opportunity to go east
visit her kindred aud replenish her
wardrobe. He had partially
lished himself In the batteries by sol-

dierly conduct In the campaign and
during the mob days, but be kuew Mel- -

ille's household had beard ull about
the language which led to Langdon'

ssnult, and how could thnt be con-

fined? He was a sorely unhappy man
that summer, and May mid Woodrow
said It served him right.

There was another reason why Lang
don didn't care to leave Brentwood Just
then. Cresswell wa a relentless hater.
He was still trying to ferret out bis as
sailant or assailants, and he bad never
ceased bis shadowing of Betts and his
aspiring aon. Cresswell worked In se
crecy, binding Langdon to silence. He
had been most helpful and liberal to
Langdon In every way, even when he
dreaded his looming up as a competitor
for congress. He wa fairly well to do

nd conld easily have been richer but
for the southern temperamcut which
made blm as open banded as he was
open hearted. He Insisted on advanc-
ing Langdon money to meet tbe claims
that would not wait and begged blm
to accept more that he might dress and
live like a gentleman. lie meant Lang-
don to grow Into the Increasing busi-
ness and care for It and preserve It,
leaving him, Cresswell, free to pursue
bis political path. But Langdon was
olidurate. The rifle had presented
their new captain with his entire outfit
of uniform and equipment on his re-

turn to duty. Boniface "gave hlra a
rate" at hi hospltablo board that even
Langdon half resented as not being

equitable, but Ronlface swore Lang
don was worth more than his board;
"he drew custom."

Langdon's law studies were going on
uninterruptedly and well. He conld
reasonably expect to stand all legiti-
mate qulixlng and be called to the bar
within another twelvemonth provided
there were no distractions. He did not
allow the will-- the wisp of possible
reinstatement to draw him from Inces-
sant study. What was the use of go-
ing back to the army, anyhow? He
could never settle those outstanding
debts and keep up the proper appear-
ance on fie pay ef a llcntennnt. The
poth to competence and freedom lay In
civil life. He could far lirtrer repay
the nation for his Wert I'nlnt educa-
tion by asilnons drill and Instruction
of the state soldiery than by pottering
nlmiit another ten years as a tile closer.
To return to the regiment wa only to
place himself once more where inch
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