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TenYears' Trial

By (en. CHARLES KING
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lowd, reckless and guthvaed, amd more
than one hideous oothresk of the Mious
Bad besh truced W thelr pelurlous
dewds. Wialsky wasx thelr stork in
trade, and many an upiutored savagn
o cxchange for a bottle bad pased
with robws, itk and pouy as well as
his senses. Confllet was froguon®
Troops were fow, Thery hod been Lnd
boeod Letweet the Ddians spd cernin
suttlora along the Chadoen all sumier,
1o Soptembad (Wo beinders were louil
sealped and watlloted just ooe weok
after Spotted Elk and lron Volee, two
young braves of the Brule tribe, had
been laln in o drunken rfow with a
party of prafele tramps pot ten miles
froms Rosebad.  The agent sald be
could rest=a'n and control the Bloux
provided the governor would take
charge of the settlers, but settlers have
votes, Indlans have not, and the govs
ernor would do nothing 1o intimldate
the sovervigns of the soll,  The mur-
derers of the lodians, tuough well
known, were still unwhipped of Jus-
tice and bragging about the frontler
miloons of thelr cowardly deed. The
commanding ofticer of the Hetle cavaley
post not far from the Roseinid agency
wired thut the Indiansg were dancing
nlght after night and holding blg pow-.
wows  There woas trouble abend for
somebady, The dispa el reachied Wash.
Ington thyeday the Pinkertons aod traln
Ioads of ontsldy wortgnen were dumpe
ed tuto the dilel, the very duy, 1ores
aver, thar hpopglit “tle nppenl for
tronps o profect propecty  and open
the joads  The answer to the frontier
fuft was a telegram ordering the post,
with s women and childrey, to be left
“with a sultnble guard” while the com-
manding otiecr; with all availnble men
(he Lud suly thrée troops of eavalry,
avernglog 5 effective wachl to march
at once to Banner Butte, the westorn
repmlovs of the Yankton roead, and
tipre tnke the tealn for Omaha. This
left the fort do be held by the post
qunrtermnster aud some 28 men, when
rinners eame, with tronbled eyes, to
say the SMoux would “fump” before the
setting of the sun

Much of this had heen told o the o
rﬂ papuers, but so cngrossed was evory-
by In the strike that Nitle attentlon
was pald to I Like a tRundercinp
fodmn a clear sky, therefore, tell the
next announcement from the MHps of
Bouifuce as he turned, with almost
ashen face, upon the sllent throng.
“My heayen,” he sald, “the Slonx have
swooped on Rosbud Statlon nnd sealp-
ed every soul In the place! T wits
ng train to bring the troops frbm Rob-
In@on.”

"How about that other treain- the
spocial with the men ¥ gasped a burly
engineser,

Bhut off somewhere hack of Rosebud.
Only 4 few of them have guns, amd
they're praying for help The ritles
arme ordered there ns fast as cars ean
take ‘em. 'The strike's off.*

CHAPTER X1V,

Mort of the lnst day of the month
was breaking, clear, keen and. sparcs
kling. The ruddy glow of the orlfent
benven, the paling fires of the west.
ward stars, the serefie, steady watol
lHght of the great planet, tle pllot of
the sun, high perched above the sharp-
Iy outlined ridge towned the turbid
Misgourl, nll told of the speedy coming
of “the king of duy rejolcing in the
enst.,”  Over the wide prajiries of 111
nols, the rolling hills of lowa, the
slanting, dueziing sunbeams broke In
glory, bat even such glory falled to
rend the pall of gloom and despond
that covered the broad |lnmlu of the
Ied Water. A night of terror wns
changing to a day of drend. The last
news before the wires themselves went
down long, long miles away was that
the train bearing the setrikers’ re-cn-
foreements —sons, brothers, comrades
of the federated workmen of the Brent.
wood shiops - hoaring, too, the refugees,
men, woten and children, from ranch
und farm and bamlet nlong the Niobm
ra, had left Channing Statlon at dusk
and was held up or cut off somewhere
west of rolned Rosebud—God and the
Tudiuns nlone could tell Just where, At
a0 “Channing™ bad wired that the
Sloux war parties were seen at dusk
voming westward at the gallop, “Good
Ly," amd at S350 the wires ceased to
work west of Castle Butte, an isolated
stntion nearly 30 miles enst of the rav-
aged settlemwent and full 150 west of
Brentwood, For over B0 milos, ns has
been =ald, the line of the Big Horn par-
alleled the south border of the Sionx
reservation, but farther to the west |t
pleteed the olld treaty lands along the
White Earth and ran long leagues
through the former hanting grounds of
the Ogallalas, whose youig men never
lost & chance of emulating any savag
exploits of the Brules. HBeginning at
Brontwood, the strike spirit flew ocast
und west along the lines of the Big
Horn amnd the Seattle. Neginning
among the Hllelt groggeries along the
Minl Chadura, the revolt of the Brules
gpreand  with  the speed of wildfipe
throngh the Todian villages upon the
Dakotn border untll It averwhelmod
the power of the ageney close nt hand
as well as those to the west in Wyo
ming. The frst dosh . of the young
braves was st the originators of the
mischier, the ontlaws of the praine,
who discreetly e, burying sweh of
thelr stovk in trade as they could not
cnrry with them, all too easily to be
toadlod amnd dug up by the Rionx, Then,
drink maddened and balked of thelr
desires, the batd bad sacked the agen
oy, released their tmprisomed brothers
and swooped sonthwarnd on the help
loss ranchers of the Niobrara.  In fran-
tie appenl for ald the siation agent at
Rusebud wired west to Fort Rlobinson,
slnce thelr nsueal protecton woere now
far awny snlong the Missourl. ‘The an-
BWer was protupt, to the offect that the
troops would start the Instant & train
could take thewm, and then, alps, too
late, It wns found that In making up
that big "special” for the reenforee-
ity for the strikers they hnd sent
away the one serviconblo engine e

[Continued from

| strike wis dune

tween Frayone Btation at the west and {

Brentwom), By the time the onrs sent
whirllng from Fraype could reach
Robinson every solidler was  nesshd
there, for the Pine Ridge Sloux had
risen to o mivts.  Roldpsson itsolf wns
threatencd, while Roselmd Station, to
the east, had been reduced to asbhes

NG~ WORAST RPN NAa Bpreaild over
Brestwood  Scures of s sous and
many of its donghters were somttered
1u lrtle stations of the Blg Hora or in
farms and rapchos all along that pert)-

| ous borderiund, anid the only words to
| reach the

gorely anylous hearls at
howe cige frows terrillsd refagees nt
Castle Butte, decluring every raneh,
farm and statlon Uorned sod piflaged
for over a bhumsdend miles slong the
road, thelr bupless, belpiesa people. el
ther wmnssacrod or Boelog to the refuge
of the sand lllls to the south

And pow, s Bonlface had sakl, the
At O the night Lefure
the will bad comse from the threatened
wiations at the widd wen who ot
sunset were hlocking the way againast
every car thnt carried froops were now
stradning every necye to gold thein on,
At 1 o'dlock, hurrld abonvd the wisll-
Ing tealn of the Hiig Hlofn i the Breat-
wood yards, the riflos went whirling
away through the night, fullowisd Iy
the prayers nnd tears of o whole popa-
lace nod yeenforood hy full o huodeed
stalwart wen, strikers of (he day De-
fore, ull armed, all bound for Doschnd
and rescpe of that loperiled waln,
with not one mwan in A0ty of the mil-
tnry company, not oue in ten of tho
rallway party, who had had any expe-
vlence whatever in Indinm  Gghtiog.
DId hands of the rosd hind hod some
long range akirenlslies while track Iny-
g, Some of the enginecrs’ asslstanty
ecould tell stirring tales of the days of
the survey, but only two or three of the
riiles had over seen an arioed aond
mounted Todian warrlor, Many hoped
they might never huve to.  Yet here
they were, W wen who under proper
leadership would glve good account of
themmolves o action agninst a clvl
Hawd foe, setiing gorth to mect the
monst scientifie fghters in ereation, and
Llenténant Hunt, lawger add loyal eitl
zens, frankly stated that he would be
glad to hand over hils sword to acy one
who understood the busingss, and Leld
take o rifle and o place In the ranks,
Uh, for Erie Langdon now!

Sixty, 70, 80 wlles they ran without
efther news dr warhlng, the silent en
gineer  peeting, over grimly forward
through the night, one hand at the
theattle, the-other at the reverse lover,
In the cab rode the azsistant superin
tendent, In the forward cars weore
other offiolnls nanid scorcs of stalwort
men Intely heading the wirike.  ITunt
for a thme Bad been with them, but o
wveteran ecoduoctor took im aslde. “We
are pulling together now,” sald he,
“lmt of course brotherhood matters
onn’t he di=epssed in the presonce of
outsldors, and there ave motters that
must be tailed over. We'll et you
Know whatever news we get at every
stop”  The condector's wonds wero
significant; %o weto his eyes.  Flant
took the hint nod Bis leave, sHipping
back to the second enry, where hall the
rifles were spenwling on the seats, the
other half oceupying the thinl,  Six
times the erowdisd tealn hd stopped at
stutions aod 4ix thbes rushed on again,
“Notiing  furtber from  any  relable
source,” sald ithe comdnetor. - “Only
mare liorribile romors and storles from
refugees wired o from Castle Botte,”
Dawp aame on apace, and the (eain
slowed down in answoer to n lantern
stgunl ot the'bridge over Sluplow creek,
Two men tutbiled abeard after exclted
hafl tp the occupants of the eab, nnd
the eonifactor prosentfly  camo  bhack,
Jovked In at the dave ond Jorked s
head to Huant, ds mnich as o say,
“You're wantedd™ They were still 20
miles from the Bowreg and had been
running lke mads ~Thow'll Be o doeen
olit hands 1o Join ne next stop, Henteén.
anl.” sodd the officiul., “and all with
Heurys o Winohesters The train
with the boys feom the river,” e coq-
o,  consnlting telegramms,
*“14 six hours behind oy, and the Unlon
Faclle lins siarted o trnln with regu-
lars frous Omabin. (thers from Kansas
are eoming by woy of FPremont
Thore'll e soldiets enongh by tomor-

weat,

verdnin

rovw, Bot--Gad help oo throngh teday !
“Whe are these whe boapded us
Hete ™ asked the Heutendnl,

birldge guands,
or thing had

HRome of our fellows
you know
to bedone™

In case—the otl

“The Lotd De pritsed It dida’ (™ said
Huont  plonsly “It ni
Bean burnied, there wotli
maving yonr s 1l We have men
enongh,™ he eontimmns] thos ..i;ll’uli\ "il

we only had the right Lind of lend:

The vondoetar glineesd ahong 1u|
and nodded renssaringly 1o cue or twn
who were ansionsly extug him and his
uniformed 31 [

“Mr. Hm u
oer 1o o coruer of the sy
ear. “this 1 ) Lim
ing rights nund wrongs? 'l
Teast, the streik [ AT " Vi've
Bt te potdl fogret ] N gues] cat entne
of stirring up—what's past and goue,
've wired alicodd 1o hgy wiice ready
for 200 men at the Buttes.  1t's n lunch
wintion. We'll (u e onn rlght nbwyird
and shove #abead il ohisor the
men upr o bWt, won t [t ¥

sure 10" il wonilering
whnt wilght D n

Then- -1 a little Tazrther hoyomd that

N P L il - jast the right sort

I s tyimb }

of man to run 1 thing don't you
think your fellows would take o aml
no O s & W ot . the whide
barsiprss n I '

“By Jove, you toas Lusgdon™ orled
Hunt in bope atd prelalelng

“&hi-h! For gomlness don’t
sbhoot!  He's alead all o ctaugh
aimd safe aml sowmd, L o fighting

wad over this bosines, Some ol the
boys weren't mdvised right,
kind of awkward all rowind,”

amd s
ended the

e I e S e

evdiptor gnilelessly,

“I should say =« o view of Betts'
charging i with belag Cresswell’s
fsallanr und rhen rusning Away." an-
swerwd Hfour,

“Well, we'll fix Petts all vight. But
you uud your boys deu’t waut to stir
o trotble now, dia you? Let's pull to-
pothor, as 1 say. Utice away from Uns-
tle Butte thea comees the rmn to Rose-
binl.  The msud's char. The Indlans
kave ol gooe wesiward, but God help
those poar fellows (n that traln till we
gt there!™

“Adett!  Amen all orowdd!™  sald
Hunt. “The rifles won't ask guestions
i nt's what you want. Cmly give us
Langdosn.™

Andl 40 minutes later. eheered and
warmed by abundant bot oolfes, the vl

flea peerod from the windows at the
whistle for hrakes. and a shout went
np that well nigh ratsed the roof. In
the midst of o Hitde groug st the siding
stoml 0 pale faced, stern eyed maf n
the fatigue uuiform of u first sergeant,
and e vites, yelling Hke mad, -
blosl hendlong tn o surging throng from
the tealn, s-swarming about him in ea-
gor, lmpulsive greeting.  Without u
word le grasped Hunt's outstretehod
hand, signnled 1o the comduector aml
broke nway through the throng toward
thie hissing engine taking In water st
the windmill tank wp the track, “We
haven't an ostant to lose,” were then
Iis first words, “Get everybody aboard
and foln me forward ns soon a8 you
can, sild e te Hunt, Haked his armn
in that of the conductor and rashed
i up the rosdside to the piioy,

Avnother 40 minutes and, the st
smoking ruins of Rosebmd Siation left
helind, the erowdel truln was speed-
Ing swiftly, yot cnotionsly, over the
hroad, epen westward praivie.  Except
8 few faninbed, homeless dogs howling
mournfully about the scene not a 1y
g thilng remained at the siation, aml
enly the ghastly relies of one hwman
spvstlare Limd boeo Tousd in the brief,
buerled, two mipute search.  Already
it war known far ss the Ablanitle thait
the fiest storfes of massacrs  were
grievously exaggeratol many families
roported murdered having made thele
way o punic but safely to Castle
Butte and others escaping to the south.
But not o word from sy source hind
vome A8 1o the specinl, the last news
by wire belng that the Ognllnlas were
dancitg and howling about thelr agen-
oy ot Ploe Ridge and Giriig on the
scontg soent out Mo Robloson.  The
Brojes could owly e somewhere bes
tweent Roseland amd Wounded Knee,
Wherever that lackless traly conld be
foutied there wonld e the ludidns in
direfol foree ond fury.,  Ueave, set
foees wore ihose o the cab and about
the engiege o tender. The road ran
stenlpht for miles, The landscape wus
open and trecless aud lay like a laglly
rolling vecan turned suddenly to earth
ol stone.  Langdon and the conduet-
or, clinglng fast énch to n stanchion,
were under the headlight above the pl-
Ior. A sergeant and three men, best
shots of the ritles, hampered the cab
anid temder, but the engineer felt safer
In having thew there. and the hope,
pluck nnd spirita of the whole traln-
load Lad goue up at a bound in the
consclopsness that that cool beaded,
gritty ex-regular was at the front to
take commamd,  Hont had brought his
Holdglnes, and despite the Jar and jolt
04 the huge ongine clunked along over
the elastie rondbed Langdon searched
the prairie ccasclessly while the con-
duectar kept track of the mileposts,

“Weo twist and turn every which way
flve wiles farther on” shouted the Int-
ter Ipto Langdon's enr.  “That bluff
ghemd there murks the end of this tan-
gent. Then we follow the creek 4 plece
and then make a streak cross country
at the big bend."

“Any deep cuts there? shonted
Langdon in reply, hanging to the fron
Bite with o hooked ann and sl peer-
lug through the binocular.

“Touror five. Why?"

“That’s where we'll find "em, They'll
run the train into a cat for protection,

-
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ream, the blsck demon o the flead,
m the slilnlag concave of ihe r-],l;
under a low loe of heights to the Jefy, |
watched evety inciyof thelr length by |
the wary eyes of crvtwchilng sharpulioot-
s 10 the tender.  Then the steel roadl- |
wiy vurves lubonnd again and whirls
them around a prokstiog pose of hiuf,
aumd still Jiw's hamd never winees at
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line the bunks on both sides and stand
off the Sloux til help comes If they
can,  Signal full speed to the engineer,
will you? He can slow down agalo at
the bend.”™

A moment more and the boge ma-
chiloe seemed rushing through space,
nnd the two men at the pllot beat doy-
Llr and hung on for dear e, Five
miputes brought them once more aloug
the hanks of the strenm and close 1o
the frowning bluffs.  “Wateh them!™
signaled Langdon, pointing te the
crests and leaning far out from the
slde of the engine, now redoelng speod.
The sergeant, clamplng his campaign
hat to his bhoead, podded, "I under
sland.”

The bluffs were but the shoulder of &
high ridge throngh which long ceaty-
ries before the strenm had torn lis
way. It bid Uke 4 curtain the spread-
g landscape begyond, It might be
hiding hundreds of lurking warrlors,
but Langton bellieved that though a
few wary scouts would be thrown out
to give warning of comipg troops the
main body of savages were clustered
vlose about the beleaguered train. He
bad never before been brought fnto
contact with mounted Indians, but had
thad long talks with comrades well
schooled In border warfare and felt
sure of his ground. From what he
could gatber bhe belleved that severnl
old Indlan fighters from the westward
stutions must be on that traln and rea-
soped that they wonld make thelr de-
fennive stand where the cars conld be
sheltered and they themselves, the de-
fenders, bo partinlly covered by the
sides of the cut, He was reasonably
cortaln that they could there hold out
for his coming.

And pow as they sweep cautlously
round the long curve at the foot of the
bluf and see before them four miles
nhead up the distant slope of the divide
the Jugged scam of spaded carth aod
the black shndows of the suow fence
und resllee that all that stretch of
winding grade must be overcome be-
fore they can hope for sight of the be-
rleged Langdon’s beart throbs like the
wasslve engine straining at ity burden,
“HIt her up agnln, Jimmy!™ shonts the
conductor, his hamds forming & speak-
ing tube. The fireman is throsting coal
by the shovelful into the secthing fur-
nace. Inky smoke jots from the stack
wod stresms nilward over the train.
“No Mdivg our coming, cap!™ yells the
conductor, with a heckward and op-

ward  glanee.  Langdon shakes his
bead, “They've spotted us long before
thin” In the answer. Again the spoed
Increawes Jdesplite reverse curves that

brig the Lok like the convelutions of a
svake. Jin is gatbering hesdway for
the cltmb.  Tiring far toward the
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