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TenYears' Trial

By (en. CHARLES KING

Castimac o fromm  Plrst Pagres

an oimewr, it ovvl the goveroer oodbd
not make him a sergeant.  The law
gave the appolntmeat of scrgenants and
corparals e the comanding offleer of
the company alone, sud wille Govern-
ar X, would not oppose the wikhos of
¥o many cltizens and voters by grant-
ing Langduin a commbsion uelther
wonkd liv interpose agalnst the wisbes
of scotes of othera by demanding, as
urged by The Sun and the sivikers,
“the resignation of the [nsolent officer
who bad dared to thwart the wishes of
a community.” The Banuer rejolced
and applauded. The Examiner was si-
lent. The Beattle might need that com-
pany any moment, and every man with
mob law o view and every cltizen
pledged to law and order knew instant-
Iy what It meant that the rifles had
falled to N1 the vacancies. The lley-
tenant eommanding wouid fAgure as
bead of the company, but ite Instroe-
tion, its discipline, the work of prepa-
ration and finally s command {n the
event of u fAght would all devalve upon
Its gritty Nrst sergeant, Erie Langd
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moldlers. “l saw bl go In there just
Yefore 10 o'clock.”

“0dd!" sald Cresswell. “Suppose we
walk over, Mr. Buperintendent.”

They di, and they knocked and
hammered for two minutes without
response, and then Cresswell bethonght
him of the rear door.

“You wish to see him personmliy "
queried he of the oficlal, swith donbt in
his tone.

“Yesa. The road sentjme an (mpor-
tant t message. I may astwell il you—

Two ovenings later Cresswell, with
aaxions cyes, looked up at the window
of the secomil story rocin over his of-
Bevs oty Thayer streot, the maln thor.
oughfare of Hrentwood. H was after

10, but sl was darkoeds thepe, and
Langdon's Invartabde rule was to re-
turn at opee from drill snd go early to
bedd, for, winter or suinmer, e was an
early riser.  The clerk and assistant
whe formerds adeuplod those humble
quarters bl married, moved west to
the hills and threwn our bis own shin-
gle, and Langdon thankfelly had mov-
ml in.  The street was still alive with
prople, bur the lighis in the rifes’ ar-
mory, two blocks awany, had been ex.
tinguished before the stroke of 10 at
the chy kall In bis hand Cresswell
held a ernmpled half sheet of noto pa-
per that Lad reached him through the
mail. Tt contalned only the words:
“Your man laughs at warning and de-
fies the people. If Lhe hasn't left this
town by midnight, he'll never get a
chance again.*

By midnight, and it was now after
! Only that morning In reminding
Langdon that the chief of police hnd
ot only issued permission, but advised
Lim, to go armed Cresswell bad askoed
kim If more warnings had reached
Lim, #nd the new first sergeant took
from his breast pocket a Hitle note. It
wna p woman's hand that penned this
note. “For God's sake don't disregard
this. Yen do not know what minute
may be your Inst If you Inaist on siay-

Theu knocked and hammered jor two
minutes without reaponae,

Ing here. These men are dt.‘rpernte."
Cresswell had read it with compressed
lips and advised Its being given at
vhee 0 the pollce.  Far and wide the
edict of the employees had gone forth.
If assurance that the old wages wonld
be restored from and nfter Nov, 1 fail-
ed to reach them by noon Oct. 28 every
man wonld quit work, and no man
would be allowed to attempe it. More
than once Cresswell had poticed
strange, unprepossessing faces among
the lolterers along the block. More
than once men had called on one pre-
text or other at the office and were
furtively Intorested In the survey of
the premises, but the police well knew
the barroom blackguards who had
threatened vengeance on Langdon for
his Interference In behalf of the sol-
dier they were beating to a jelly; and
in person nat least they dare not act
“It jsu't among the slams alone you
bave enemies, Langdon,” said Cress-
will. “The bitterest foes a man has to
guard ngalnst are these who have done
him injury, and the men I'm after are
those who put up that safe robbery and
gnlned your discharge. Oh, for an
bour of Channing!™

Rut that was vifin,

Clhanning, be who commanded the
respect and confidence of the yards and
shops of the Big Horn, was sauntering
discontentedly in the Riviera, doing as
Lix doctors bade, ntterly homesiek, ut.
terly unnble to apprectate or under-
stumd what be saw and only wishing
himeelf back in the enb of & Baldwin,
whirling “the Hmited” over the pralrie
ti) mlles an hour. Channing knew oy-
ery mother's son In the Brentwood
yards by mume. The new incumbent
knew mnot ope of them. Channing
argued, Borlelgh tuilied. and clash
wis nevitnble. The management of
both roads bad announced in anequive-
cable terms that they would not yleld
to the demaiids of the men, The may-
or of Bremiwood was sorely frighten. |
wl. The governor had been regoested |
to order troops to the seene and over-

swe the wounld be strikers and nry|
properly refused. For It is our good
American policy n dealing with enes
mies or losurgents, white, red or
brown, mobs, Indians or Tagalogs, nev-
er to show lght antll practically fores
ol lpto It. The rallway companios In
mnticipation of the strike bad gathered |
some hundoads of workmen across the
Misangr! ready to be rushed by special
traln to Breutwoodd, but nelther the po-
lice, possos por militia had been mobis
Hzed,

Pondering anzioualy over the situa-
tion, Cresswell was walking slowly |
boweward up Thayer street. He bhad
been talking with the mayor and cot-
tain city foibers at the Broatwood and
now wished to see Langdon, bt Lang
don evidently wasn't home, and the

ntially, of course. They want
him to go to that meeting that's in fuil
blast at this minute. think the
men will listen to him."

Y1 see," sald Cresswell, with sareastic
emphasis. “Having kicked him out in-
to the cold for another man's erime,
they want kim to belp them outvof an-
other scrape. You must feel gratified
at being the bearer of such a message.
However, come on. We'll try the
back."”

An alley parallel with Thayer street
Mivided the block, and Cresswall's of-
fice buildings covered abont half the
lot. Wood, coal and lce were delivered
by way of that alley, which acoounted
for the worn path to the open cellar-
way, but not for the footprints In the
suow on the steps lmding up to the
back door. Cresswell tried the knob,
and the door was fast. ,But who left the
cellar steps uncovered? “Have you a
gun?' he asked, and the supertntend.
ent faltered, “Yes.”

Gripping his own rovolwer, a falth-
fubfriend of Kentucky days, Cresswell
cantiously descended the steps and felt
his way through the dumpness and
dark. He had noumanch, and lighting
would only reveal him to prowlers If
there were any. He knew the prem-
ises thoroughly and qulekly reached
the lower hall and the stalrway to the
gronnd floor above him. 1t was dark
as Ercbus, and he. breathing heavily,
felt his way up the creaking flight un-
til within reach of the tap. Then
something fell with stanning force and
danced before his eyes, and he went
crashing back the way he came, bound-
Ing, rolling and sliding tifl he brought
up eenscless and bleeding atthe foot of
the stalrs

CHATTER XIII.

Noou of Oct. 28 struck on'the deep
toned bell of the oty hall, Rremtwood's
pride, and sharp at the sound every
band in the rallway shaps, sheds and
yards followed suit and went out. So
did the fires in the furnaces in the
course of the night, for no man suc-
ceoded in gotting in 1o replenish them.
8o did not the trains, fréight or passen-
ger, on either Rig Horn or Seattle, for
tho ralls were & lather of soap, the boll-
ors A reek of fonm. The casualty lst
in the motive power showed 23 en-
gines “Eilled,” nand the only wheels to
revolve east or west were thase trun-
dling the Unlited States.mall, the oper-
atives, with calm sagncfity, offering no
ohjection to the running of postal ears,
yet fAirmly opposing everything eclse.
Following the traditions of the RBig
Homn, the new general manager ap-
peared promptly oo the scene, while he
of the Seattle sniffed the bhattle from
afar and stald there. Mr. Burleigh
came to threaten and conunand, was
pramptly hoisted aboard a baggnge car
and bidden to address the meeting
from the rear platformn, wideh be os
sayed to do, the car speedly gliding
avway with him to the accompmiment
of muoch derision and many declded eat.
calls, not to mention a few defanct
quadrupeds and doubtful eggs. Mr.
Burleigh was given a sample of the
ranning qualities of the fest madl down
the winding gorge of the Ded Water
and spent the night 1o blasphemny and
bitterness of spirit at Gunnison. Not
even a farmer's buckboard conld he
find to take blm back. He wired for
the tralaloads of substites across the
Big Muddy, and 1hey were ditched ten
miles from any town and had o bulld
bonfires out of the wreek until that
was used up and then Kept warm with
a few miles of snow fence that mmacs
countably went up in flunes. The Se-
attle sent 60 Plnkertons on a special
and thereby precipitated a sympathetie
strike across the Missouri and the spe- |

clal Into the shallows near the easter: lI

shore wall op to the Pinkertons' mid- |

die. When finally rescued. these amna- |

teurs wete roosting on cur roofs, cold,
wet and bedragzied, an ohjeet of char-
Ity to the countryside. Then eame the
order for 1roops, Jong withheld, apd
Lefore it was issued the Brentwood ri
fles knew there would e no frst ser
geant to ¢all the roll.  Somewhere
about midalght of the 27tk dazed and |
bleeding, Colone! Cresswell had stag-
gered into the street In front of his of-
fice, feebly calling for help. The po-
lHee found a poal of hiood at the foot of
the cellar stales and splashes all along
from pear the top, but not a sign of

struggle elsewhere nnd not a trace of |
; Erfc Langdon.
| Cresswell managed to tell his story,
| and then the palice went and rogted

Aloug toward morning

out the division suaperintendent, who
told a4 quoeer tale. When the doctors

|

|

heard it they looked oddly at each oth. |
er and agreed that It were best that |

Cresswell shoulda't hear it antil he
was stronger. It might uoduly excite
bim now. Cresswell sald be left the
superintendent. Mr. Betrs, on guard nt
the cellar stalrway in the hack, yard,

revolver in band, and that be shonld |
have seen his (Crosswell's) assallants |
when they made thelr eseape at the |

rear, the only way they could have
gone. The superintendent sald be had
met Mr. Cresswell easually on the
street, Inquired for Mr, Langdon and

. went with Cresswell to the office to !

the back way Betrs went Just to
ablige the suloowl: “dudut like (o of.
fend blm ™ The focr was be noticed
that the vsdonect el b deinking a
Btthe, mod ot suels thees as was well
Anown, the heuruekian was apt 1o e

2 bit dlctsiorinl wodd 10 take offpuse len’s Arnies Satve,
healer, Quickest cure Ing gleers, e

hruisi-

tatber vasily  Petts satd he knew the
eolonel had Leen #r the bar of the
Bretitvood  thot evening. and after
walting a few wintiies just to assure
Tl the colaicl was safely within
he hurried awuy alasit his own bosl
ness, Had he hoard no sound of fall
o puggle? was asked.  Not a sound
of that kind, He had heard some one
moving about In the hall and thought,
of course, It was the colonel, In faet,
sotto voow, e added he thought so still
nnd that under the clireumstances the
solonel might Inter have missed his
touting and fallen headlong. It could
not be concelved possible that Mr.
Langdon would bewtally sssuult his
friend and benefactor.

Now, Cresswell hind taken three or
four nips of his fuvorite beverage that
evening, but Honifnce swore he was
perfectly himsadf when he left the
Brentwood., That might e, sald the
ihrewd and somewhat envious lawyer
employed by the Rig Hom as connsel,
and yeot might be be “ander alien Influ-
ences” Oue of two theorles, sald the
railroad lawyer, conld be Jderived from
the facts, and only twa, Mr, Cresswell
had fallen down stales unider the infin-
ence of one of two forees. Bourbon or
& Dlow. If a blow, who guve it bot
Erie Langdon? No one else was known
1o have entered those doors that nlght.
Tn all the tense, pent np excltement ut-
tending the lovvitable strike this inelk
dent was discussed with bated hreath,
Men who koew Cresswell and ssw bl
that night knew he was pot o far gone
in liquor as to fall down stairs and
therefore believed the story of assaunlt.
Men who knew Langdon swore he was
Incapable of assaniting Cresswell
What could possibly be his motive?
The safe stood securely locked,  Desk
and drawers were lutact. There wore
no reagons why Langdon should go ex-
cept the threats, which he held In con-
tempt, and every renson why he should
stay. The raflway Iawyer binted at re-
pewal of proceedings by Perrigo’s bank
to recover certaln sums with lnterest.
The bank., however, belng questioned,
reluetautly restifiod that that lncident
wos closid, sutisfmetory settlement hiny
lug been made, amd so it boad In Lang-
don's behall by the big hearied Ken-
tuckinn aand bis Miend the mayor. No;
nothing but thrents ngainst Langdon's
e could be heard of a8 a cause
of Lapgdon's disapjeamnce, nothing
whatever ust!l the sccom] day of the
strike, when two people gppearsd who
sald that If graranteml proteetion they
would tell something. The somethling
proved to be that an open two borse
wagon drove into tie alley Just before
10 o'clock aml drove out agnin about
10440, whens 1t bad vwo more wen In It
who were bepding over something In
the bottom. These two Jjumped out
when it reached the street,. They went
one way, the wagen the other. They
uprose the solid men of Rrentwood
save the few #lwose souls were mort-
goged to the Seaitle or whoso notes
were falling due nt Perrigo's, and at a
meeting held jost after dark the first
check was given to the widespreading
symipathy felt for the strikers through-
out the community. Up to this mo-
mont they had practically carried all
before them. Property bad been care
fully guarded by the detalls from thelr
own number. People bad been treated
with civillty even If denjed weuns of
transportation. They were determined,
they sald, to do nothing to forfeit the
good will of friends and fellow citi
zens.  Their grievance  wans  Hrent-
wood's and thelr oppressors the rival
rallways. Violence of any kind, sald
the strike leaders, wonld be tolerated
only as 4 last resort.  Yet here was ev.
idence that even before Leginning the
strike assanlt, abduction, possibly mur.
dor, could be lald at the strikers’ doors.
Cresswell still lay Adn grievous plight,
and Erie Langdon could not be found,
Then evidence began to accumulnte. A
two borse farm wagon, such as de-
scribed, was seen by otber citizens
driving westward towsrd the open
prairie. A farmer came In and sald
that snch g wagon stopped at the forl
close to hid place about midnight. His
wife woke him, saying there was some-
thing wrong down at the barn-—-the
horses were stamping and snorthug.
He hurried thither and found every-
thing secure, hut conld have sworn he
eaw A light dancing away from the
barn in the direction of the ford as he
fusged from the bonee. Curlogity there
fore led him to investigate, and surely
enough be heard Volces. Two men
were talking In low, tones. One of thelr
horses had picked up a stone, and, so
tightly was It wedged, they couldn't
get it ont.  IMe gathered that one of
them had been to the unrn In hopes of
finding a pick. The farmer was on the
point of hailing them when the whistle
of the night freight sounded away
down the wvalley toward RBrontwoml,
and he heard one of them say, "My
God, there's No. 8 now, and we can't
flag ber this side of the bridge!™ then,
apparently speaking to some one with-
in the wagon, continued: “Now, lie still
It yon value your life! Jump In, Jim,
quick!™ And with that the horses
were lashed to a run, and they clatter-
ed away up the plke in the darkness,
| About ten minntes later he heard the
freight rumbling along up the valley,
and after it had almost got beyond
hearing distance to the west there
cnme the short, quick single whistle,
the signal for brakes. That must have

Bod bim. They knocked until they be. |19 weedy thet cures & cold in one day

lh-red that Langdon conldn‘t be there,
| et be (the superintendent) desired to
rearch elsewhere, but Cresswell was
somnewhat persistent thint Betts shonld
wait while e went round and tried
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