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at the scene of the riots (waa happened
to be tbe editor of tbe Brentwood 8uu,

,1a which poor trie was held up to pub-

lic ebkiquy as a drunken desperado, a
reckless murderer, etc Tbe huo peo-

ple found especial delight In the repeti-
tion of that assouant If not alliterative
headline. "A Kicked Out Captain," and
The Palladium had taken it up until
one of its own reporters, a gentleman
from top to toe, who had known trie
la happier days at tbe Point made ve-

hement personal apiwal to tbe manage-
ment and succeeded In having it stop-
ped. It was Tbe Palladium's policy

when discrediting Langdon to refer to
"tbe unimpeachable verdict of brother
otlicers, gentlemen of unstained honor,
which had cast him from tbe fold."
Now It Deeded circumstantial instances
with which to Impeach these same
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Ten Years' Trial
By 0n. CHARLES KING

' CuutlHwtl from Firtt Vntjf,
ime of tbein the aun of the dlviHloii

knew lu romliinaiiuii.
One of them knew there was upward

f $OUU In tbe safe wln u I.autf.loii went
down to CJuuiibou. as usual, uu Friday
evening.

"'Had lie gone on railway business T
vii the question.

"ICo; nut tills time solely tu lusiruei
tlie Guuulsou company." was the trauk
reply. Mr. Cuanuluit's secretary told
of Lanyilou'a letter appealing for aid
to meet the payment of fc0. 1U sta
tion tuaater at Uuuulsou described
Langdon's nervousness the ultfbt of the
robbery; told of blm twice leaving bis
couch and going out and pacing the
platform, and Laugdon was informed,
Ly a curt note that tie need not return
to Brentwood bis services would no

' longer be required.
And now there set in a revulsion of

feeling at Hreutwood as tbe summer

wore on. Tbe rifles found tbat Perrl
go's money and social position had
failed to compensate for tbe loss uf
Langdon's skill, experience and guid
ing band. Tbe company was falling
to pieces. The Grays at liunulsou beld
a meeting and panned resolutions of
sympathy and onlhleuce and. going
down into their' shallow pockets, seut
Laugdon a check for f luu aud a letter
that be read with swimming ey:s. The
Brentwood Runner, that had almsed
and wrouKed i'iiui In the winter, came
cut In a vluumu editorial, peuned iy
Armstrong, wherviu the hase lugrntl-tud- e

of tbu hit: Iltru was heralded
throughout Nebraska, and marked cop-

ies were sent to l.augiiou, who was
seeking a clerkship lu tbe quartermas-
ter's depurtiucut ut Chicago, for tbe
Gray lux bud liceu pruiuotcd to the
double stars and the command of a dl
vision. But the one vacancy tbat oc
curred was demanded by half a dozen
Influential polltleiuus for needy bench'
men, and the desk was given to a rank
outsider. The selection was made In
Washington, and the geueral could not
help 'himself.. There bad been mali
cious rejoicing among the lower ele-

ments about the Brentwood yards tbat
tit division superintendent did not

"Pray do not ttraln yourself In the effort,
. Mr. llarclay.'', ,

eem to deprecate. ' His eon' bad step
ped Into Langdon's place, but wise
beads aud old bands among the men
declared that he'd never fill bis shoes.
Then came a queer thing a note from
the general superintendent of the Seat-
tle, asking Laugdon to call. lie did
and was agulu tendered the office at
Sioux City.

"A proof.' said the superintendent,
"of Mr. Burclay's magnanimity. He
tendered it In spite of the rumors af-

fecting Mr. Langdon's Integrity, not
to mention Mr. Langdon's open dis-
courtesy. In fact, Mr. Barclay wished
to see Mr. Laugdon and talk It over."

Langdon went lie had sent most of
his hundred dollars to pay off pressing
debts and was In sore need. lie wait-
ed full two hours before tbe magnate
would see blm, and then Barclay, tilt-
ing back In his chair and tendering nei-

ther band nor seat, but in very distant
and patronizing tone, Informed Lang-
don tbat If be saw lit to make a writ-
ten application for tbe position and
could furnish bonds tbe Seattle "might
be disposed to consider It" Two or
three directors were with the airy man-
ager at tbe moment aud were curiously
Studying tbe pale faced, thin cheeked
man who had balked the mob and
saved the Big Horn. They stared aft-
er htm in amaze and then In silence at
one another as Langdon made bis brief
reply, turned on bis beel and left tbe
room.

"Pray do not strain yourself In the
effort Mr. Barclay. I will not make
application and should not furnish
bonds If I did."

That waa one offer decllued. Then
came another. The managing editor
of Tbe Palladium sent for Langdon
and asked blm if he bad ever done any
newspaper work, and Langdon said
tbat be bad not but he would be glad
to try almost anything. Tbe Palladium
had begun a crusade against the off-
icers of the army In general and at
Sheridan In particular. Pacts to sub-
stantiate Its theories being ncccary.
The Palladium had drawn upon the
repertory of certain discharged and
disgruntled soldiers ever to be found
about tbe saloous and upon tbe Imagi-
nations of Its reporters, to the end tbat
many sensational stories were pub-
lished, which, while delighting the en-

emies of tbe army among the turbulent
and unruly clement In Chicago, suc-
ceeded only In disgusting the educated
and the thinking men among Its read-
ers. The Palladium lost caste and sub-
scribers In tbe clubs, the profession
and business circles generally. The
management saw and pondered. It
could not change ita policy or drop tbe
matter at Its present stage withont
tacit admission of defeat They per-
haps could find a man who knew
whereof be spoke, who could tell of
many a discreditable thing at the ex-
pense of officers of the army things
that unlike almost everything It had
asserted In the past, tould not be

and denied. In the Interests of
the Seattle and tbe hope of winning
friends and subscribers among the of-

ficers of both roads it had vigorously
abused ("roasted" waa the technical
term) Mr. Langdon and published sev-- ,
aral letters from Its ewa correspondent

due m whatever, but to the most re-

grettable li.urfere.uce of Mr. Perrlgo
himself, whose gold liought the cap-taiu-

fur uu utter Incompetent and
sold out the one mail who deserved our
whole support and gratitude, tbe man
who uloiie was capable of putting aud
keeping that company up to the stand-

ard and whose treatment by the offi

cials of tbe road he so gallantly and
faithfully served aud. not to put too
fine a point upon It, by this community
also Is reproach unutterable to both.

Coming from a muu who had been to
congress from Keutueky and hoped to
set there from Nebraska, these were
bitter words. But most tonics are bit
ter, aud Brentwood swallowed, reflect
ed aud profiled. Colonel as
be was called. In deference to tbe fact
that he beld uo commission, but had
served In tho war, was not yet on the
subsidized list of the Seattle, but as a
rapidly rising lawyer he would doubt
less soon find his price, railways, like
other big coritoratlous, employing only
the liest professional talent where the
law Is concerned. i

Colonel CreKswell, to use his own
terms, had "cottoned" to Langdon
from the start. lie admired his grit
the day of the riots. He admired his
drill when he handled the rifles. He
liked wbat tbe yardmen said of blm
and whnt Bmill'uee l .id told. He dep
recated the biuguage of the local press,
but he was not yet firmly established
in his professli.il and might ueed their
aid If he ran fjr onVe. so be could not
openly take Issue with the papers. But
he knew of the threats of the bad ele-

ment among the men. the envy nud
Jealousy of certain of the young aspl
rants for promo, Km on the road, aud
before thai mysterious safe robbery he
had been keeping on eye on Lungdon,
giving 111 iu occasional word of cheer,
occasional hint f .wnniltiK- - Ever
since the rchliery and langdon's sad
departure from their midxt h? bad been
ceaselessly and recretly at work lu the
effort to detect the guilty parties. He
bad bis theories and was bent ou pttsh
lug tbetu through.

Another gathering of business men
followed within a week, culled for by
most alarming resolutions at the big-

gest mass meeting yet held In Brent
wood, lion II res had burucd In the pub-
lic square, aud great orators of the la-

bor party spoke lu tbe silence of tbe
Septemlier evening to thousands of lis-

tening, eager ears and ceased amid
thunderous applause.

"Where Is your Mr. IjingdonT" anx-
iously queried the mayor In a swift
aside to Mr. Cress well that ulght

"In Sioux City, slaving at a shilling
an hour teaching, was the answer.

"Well, get him out here quick. 1

can't give him anything In my office,
as you well understand, but you can,
and we'll make up a purse if I hare to
go down' into my pockets for. every

'cent of If
And so It hapicned that Eric Lang-

don, whiter, thinner, even shabbier In
raiment than when he left, came bock
to Brentwood, aud after a conference
where ouly live men were present
Cresswell, Boniface, Armstrong, the
editor, aud Bingham, the mayor tbe
returned wanderer took a desk In
Cresswell's anteroom aud took up
again the study of law, to which he
had been devoting his evenings. Then
Perrlgo senior was advised to Induce
his son to resign the captaincy of the
Brentwood rifles. He wouldn't

"All right," said certain merchants.
"Our money won't be safe here If tbe
mob gets another start. We'll transfer
our accounts to Omaha." Perrlgo
"wilted" lu less than a week. The
resignation went lu to the governor.
and amid a iwundlng on the floor of
shod rifle butts aud loud clapping of
hands from the scats Mr. Langdon,
clad In his old fatigue uniform, took
command of the rifles by Invitation
and at once resumed drills; Tbat night
it was resolved to have three drills a
week until tbe company bad caught up
again. The next week 40 men re-
sponded to roll call and 12 applied for
membership. The first week In Octo-
ber a business meeting was held and a
telegram read announcing tbat Perrl- -

go's resignation, which had unaccount-
ably bung fire, was at last accepted.
Laugdon was unanimously elected cap-
tain and tbe certificate forwarded to
the capital. The second week came
without the expected commission, but
The Sun announced tbat as the elec
tion was held before tbe vacancy offi
cially existed It was therefore Illegal.
Try It again, said "the boys," and then
came an embarrassed adjutant general
to suggest that it perhaps would be
best not to Insist on tbe election of Mr.
Langdon. Wltb tbe kindest feeling for
him in the world tbe governor could
not see his way clear to giving him a
commission. Indeed The Sun and Ex-

aminer shrieked that the community
never would stand it A political ad-

viser told the executive he would lose
tbe vote of Brentwood, and an anony
mous letter or two informed him his
grave was dug and the corpse should
be rcsdy If ever he touched pen to
psrehment with tbe nsme of Erlis
ka??f Jon on It. No wonder the gov

ernor sent bis adjutant general to con-su-it

with "the boys." But ncsr "the
boys" had rot their hlnvt
rlgo dollars were forthcoming to boil It
down. Snd the slmilt rrnf tin Tm.
don or nobody." nnd the adjutant gen
eral left in a hutr.

To I'? nmthiuft

Tfeis slfsstnie Is ee srsrr so of ta (smalae
Laxative BronuHjuiaiae we

i eeseaay

brother otlicers of unstained honor, aud
who more likely to be in possession of
numerous interesting facts or In read
iness to part with them seriatim than
the "kicked out captain," now needy,
Impoverished and presumably sore
hearted? It was a reporter who brought

tho message that Mr. Maua-ge- r

wished to have a little talk with
blm, aud iJtngdou went, silently took
the chair to which he was affably wav-
ed after tbe preliminary tender of tbe
handshake and smoke which the guile
less ludluu and tbe enterprising busi
ness man alike regard as indispensable
to a council preparatory to mischief.
Laugdwn listened without a word to a
monologue that speedily became halt-
ing and embarrassed, for tbe blue gray
eyes looked straight Into the shifting
orbs behind the steel rimmed specta
cles, and uuder that silent, steady gaze
tbe manager stumbled more and more,
ending abruptly wltb: "Well, I merely
suggest this. . It is a line of work we
tlwugbt you might care to take up. In
your eierieuce you must have encoun
tered many and many a case that
would substantiate the views we have
expressed, and now tbat you are out of
It all, and very unjustly, as we are in
formed, you probably wouldn't mlud
giving ua tbe benefit of of what you
know."

"What I know of the officers of tbe
army," said Laugdon, rising, "Is Just
tbe opposite of wbat you publish. In
tbe one case out of 20 where you meet
with a cad it Is simply another In
stance of the exception proving the
rule, which la that almost all their
number are gentlemen men of honor,
conscience and character. I do not
thank you for your offer. Good morn
ing, sir.

"Your frleud's a quixotic fool," said
the managing editor to bis subordinate
that night "But If you can get him to
come and dine with me at the Union
League do It Bring blm tonight if pos
sible. I'd like to know more of blm,1

which goes to show that the policy of
a paper and the honor and conscience
of a man are two very far different
things. Eric wouldn't dine at the club.
He said he could no longer get into his
dress clothes, which was true, for he
bad sold them for one-thir- d their value
and one-tent- h their cost. ,A ya rdm as-

ter had no need ef such toggery, he
thought but that was when he never
dreamed that he, should se soon lose
that position or ever gain one Infinitely
higher.

'
CHAPTER XII.

The summer was going fast The
Big Horn was pushing on toward the
wide northwest Tbe Seattle was grad
ing tbe Sweetwater valley through far
Wyoming. Brentwood shops were
thronged with busy, grimy men; Brent
wood elevators ' were bursting wltb
graiu; Brentwood streets were bustling
with shoppers. Both railways were
running to the full capacity every cur
they owned and many they didn't, but
bud pressed Into service unbeknown to
tbe owners as strays from the Burling
ton, the V. l tbe St Paul, the North
western and a dozen different alpha-
betical combinations descriptive of rail-
way corporations In tbe wide west.
Brentwood banks bad never done such
a business. Bed Water farms were
shedding mortgages as borxes shed
tbelr winter coats. Some farmers were
even clipping coupons with tbe wool
from tbe backs of tbelr fhecp. An era
of prosperity seemed to have dawned
on the smiling Nebraska valley. All
business, said The Banner, was boom
ing. The coffers of tbe rival roads
were filled wltb earnings, but tbe
hearts of their people with discontent.
On account of hard times the previous
year a 10 per cent cut had been ordered
lu all wages aud brought on the disas
trous strike. The roads had won. The
hands had lost aud sadly accepted the
Inevitable on tbe promise that when
business warranted tbe old rate would
be restored. Business couldn't be bet-
ter than It was when September eame
and had been ail summer, but a deaf
ear was turned to all bints as to the
restoration of the rates. Winter would
soon come. Coal, clothes, groceries
and provisions were commanding high
prices. Everybody bad proxcred ex-
cept the operatives of the railways,
and they aud tbelr families made up
uearly half the population of Brent-
wood. Then came the walking . le-

gates, conferences with local officials,
responses that expenses exceeded re
ceipts, vast sums were needed for ex
tension and repair, then much talk pro
and coo (n tbe papers, frequent meet
ings, fiery speeches and thcu threats.

Another kind of meet In it was beld In
Brentwood one night ltaukers, and
business men with large Interests at
stake saw In the situation the exact
symptoms which preceded the fierce
outbreak of the previous year. The
police reported tramps aud toughs
again gathering In force from all over
tlie west and this time, said the orator
of tbe day at a vast oiien air concourse
of the employees of both roads, "when
we strike It will be with no such fal
tering, misguided hand as In tbe year
gone by. Tbe blow will be Instantane
ous. The scab will find his occupation
gone. There will be no engine left for
him to run Uie bread from our hungry
children. There will be only smeklng
ruins to greet the coming of (luxe hire-
ling butchers, the despised Jbldlery of
either state or nation." Certain few of
tbe railway men who had Joined the
Brentwood rifles In tbe days of Perrl- -

go's popularity were warned by anony
mous letters to themselves or to the
timid wives and children to drop that
association at once or tike the conse-
quences. Most of them applied for dis
charges and were refused. Nothing
remained for them but to deliberately
absent themselves from drills, refuse
to pay tbe lines and nndr the laws be
dishonorably expelled "for the good of
the service." But tbe rifles tad. lost
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