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nue of them the son of the division =u-
perintendent, knew the combination.
Ope of them koew there was upward
of $000 i the safe when Langdon went
down to Gunulson, as usual, vu Friday
evenlug.

“Had be gove ot raflway busipess?”
was the question.

“3i0; not this time—solely to Instrucs
the Gunnlsouw company.” was the frank
reply. Mr. Chapning’s secretary told
of Langdou's letier uppealing for aid
to meet the payment of £330, The sta-
tlon wmaster ot Gounlwon  deserfbed
Laugdon's nervousuess the night of the
robbery; told of him twice leaving his
couch and going out aund pacing the
platform, and Langdon was Informed
by a curt note that he need pot return
to Brentwood —his services would no
fonger be requined.

Aud now there set in a revulsion of
feeling at Beeotwood as the sum

wore on. Tbe rifes found that

g0's mouney and social position bhad
falled tw compensute for the loss of
Laugdou's skill, experfence amd guld-
fog band. The company was falling
to pleces. The Grays at Gunuison held
a meeting and passed resolutions of
symputhy nnd conthdeuce and, golng
down lote thelr’ shallow pockets, seut
Lungdon a check for $100 aud & letter
that be read with swimming eyes. The
Brentwood Bavner, that had ohased
pod wronged Gim In the wioter, cuime
out In a4 v igerous oditorial, peoned by
Arnpstrong, whereln e Lose lngrati-
tutle of the Big Woarn wis heralded
throughout Nebraskn, atd marked cop-
feg were sent o bangdon, whe was
seaking a clerkship i the quartermas-
ter's department at Chivago, for the
Gray Yex bod bween promoted to the
double stars and the comwand of o di-
wislon. But the gne vacaney that oo
curred was demsuded by balf n dozen

Intluent Ughans for needy bench-
men, o valam& given to » rank

ofitsider. The selection wos made o
Whastitngton, amld the geveral vould not
MI There hnd besn mall-

us ‘mwong the lower ele-

uts abouf the Brentwood yards that
t divislon  superintendent did not

o mr:ﬁ‘f in the rffort,

segiu to deprecate.  His son had step:
ped Into Langdon's place, but wise
beads and old hands among the men
deelared that be'd never Gl Lis shoes.
Then cawe a gqueer thing—-a note from
the general superintendent of the Seat-
u:a asking Langdon to call. He did
[ was agaln tendered the office at
Sloux City.

A proof,” sald the superintendent,
“of Mr. Barclay's wsgnanimity. He
tendered It fn spite of the rumors af-
fecting Mr. Langdon's integrity, not
to meutlon Mr. Langdou's open dis-
courtesy. In fact, Mr, Barclay wished
to se¢ Mr. Langdon and talk it over.”

Langdon went. He had sent most of
bis bundred dollars to pay off pressing
debits and was In sore peed. He walt-
ed full two hours before the magnate
would see bim, and then Barclay, tilt-
log back fu his ehalr and tendering nei.
ther hand vpor seat, but In very distant
and patronizing tone, lnformed Lang-
don that If be saw it to make a writ-
ten appliention for the position and
could furuish bonds the Seattle “might
be disposed to consider It.” Two or
three directors were with the alry man-
ager at the moment and were curjously
studying the pale faced, thin cheeked
man who bhad balked the wob and
saved the Big Horn, They stared aft-
er him In amaze and then In sllence at
one another as Langdon made bis brief
reply, turned on his bheel and left the
root.

“Pray do not stralu yoursell In the
effort, Mr. Barclay. 1 will not make
application and should not furnish
bonds If T did” "

That was one offer doclined. Then
camwe another. The managing editor
of The Palladium sent for Langdon
and asked bim If he had ever done any
pewspaper work, and Langdon sald
that he bhad not, but he would be glad
to try almost anything. The Pallndlmmn
had begun a crusade against the otfi-
cers of the army In general and at
EBheridan In partienlar. Faets to sub-
stantiate its theorles helug necessary,
The Palladimn had drawn dpon (he
repertory of certain discharged and
disgruntled soldlers ever to be found
about the saloons and upon the tmagl.
uations of Hs reporters, to the end that

many sensational stories were pub- |
lished, which, while delighting the en- \
emies of the army among the turbulent
&ud unruly clemeut in Chicago, w:‘-l
cesded only In disgusting the edvcated |
nnd the thinking men among ts read. i
ors. The PMalladiom lost caste and subs .
scribers In the clubs, the protmlohs;
and buginess clrcles generally, The
managewent saw and pepdersd. It
conkd net change its pallcy or dron the
mwatler ot Its present stage withomt |
tcit admivsion of defeat. They per- |
haps could fnd a wmwan who t---wl
whereof be spoke, who could tell of
many a discreditable thing at the ex- |
pense of officers of the army-—-things '
that, unlike alinost everything It had |

Now It peeded circumstantial usiances
with which to lmpeach these same
Liryther officers of unstalned honor, abd

luess 1o part with them seriatim than
the “kicked ent captain,” now necdy,
Impoverished and  presusably  sore
hearted? 1t was 8 reporter who brought
lLangdon the messuge that Mr. Maua.
ger wished to bhave a Hitle talk with
im, and Langdon went, silently took
thie chalr to which he was affubly wav-
ed after the preliminary tender of the
handshake and smoke which the gulle-
lesy Tndiun and the enterprising busi-
niess wnn alike regard ne lndispensable
to & councll preparajpry to mischlef,
Langden listened without a word te a
wobologue that speedily becemue halt.
ing and embarrassed, for the blue gray
eyes Jooked stralght Into the shifting
orbe behind the steel rlmmed spoots.
cles, and under that sileut, steady gaze
the manager stiuwbled wore nnd more,
endlng abruptly with: “Well, I merely
Suggest this. It Is a lUne of work we
thoughit you might care to take up. In
your experience you must huve encoul-
fered  many snd many & cuase that
would substantiate the views we have
espressed, and now that you are out of
it all, and very unjustly, as we are io-
formed, you probably wouldn't mind
giving us the benefit of—of what you
know."

“What I kuow of the officers of the
ary,” sald Laugden, rislog, “is Just
the opposite of what you publisl, In
the one ease vut of 20 where you meet
with n cad it is wimply aootber in
stunce of the exeeption proving the
rule, which s that almost &ll their
number are gentlemen—men of bonor,
consclence and character. [ do not
thauk you for your offer. Gouod morn-
Ing, sie.”

“Your friend's a quixotic fool,” sald
the mannging editor to his subordinate
that night. “But If you can get him to
come and dine with me at the Unlon
League do ft. Bring bim tonight If pos-
slble. I'd llke to koow more of him,"
which goes to show that the policy of
& paper and the honor and consclence
of & man are two very far different
things. Erie wouldn't dine at the elub,
He sald he conld ne longer get futo his
dress clotbes, which wus true, for he
had sold them for one-third their valoe
and oneténth thelr cost. A yardmas.
ter had no need of such toggery, he
thought, but that wes when Le never
dreamed that be should se soon lose
that position or ever gain one Infinitely
higher.

CHAPTER XIL

The sumner wos going fast. The
Big Horn was pushing on toward the
wide northwest. The Seattle was grad-
Ing the Sweetwauter valley through far
Wyoming. Breutwood shops were
thronged with busy, griny men; Brent-
wood elevators were bursting with
grain; Brentwood streets were hustling
with shoppers. Both rallways were
running to the full cupacity every cur
they owned and many they didn't, but
Lad pressed into service snbeknown to
the owners as strays from the Burllng-
ton, the U, P, the B, Paal, the Notth-
western and a dozen different alpha-
betical combinations deseriptive of il
way corporations o the wide west
Brentwood banks had never dune sueh
4 busipess, Red Water farims were
shedding mortgages as horees shed
thelr winter coats, Some farmers were
even clipping coupons with the wool
from the backs of thelr gheep. An era
of prosperity seewed to have dawnped
on the smiling Nebraska valley, All
business, suld The Banner, wis boom-
lng. The colfers of the rival roads
were filled with earning®, but the
Hearts of their people with discontent.
On account of bard times the previons
year a 10 per cent cut had been ordered
in all wages and brought on the disas.
trous strike, The ronds hid won, The
hands had lost aud sadly secepted the
Inevitable on the prowise that when
business warraoted the old rate wonll
be restored.  Business couldn’t be bet.
ter than it was when September cnie
aud bad begen all summer, but a donf
oar was torned to all Lints as to the
restoration of the rates. Winter would
soun come, Coal, clothes, groceries
and provis were mding bigh
prices.  Everybody bad prospered ex-
oept the operatives of the raflways,
and they aond thelr familles made up
venrly half the population of Brent
woml,  Then came the walking Bele
gates, conferences with local officlals,
responses thnl exponses excoeded e
celpts, vast smns vwere teeded for ex-
tension and repaic, then wuch talk pro
And con o the papers, frefuent meet-
Ings, Dery speeches and then throuts,

Arother Lind of movting was held in
Brentwood one ulght. Ragkers and
business wen with large Interests at
stake saw In the shiuation the exact
symptoms which preceded the flerce
cutbreak of the previous year. The
pollee reported tramps aod tonghs
agaln gathering (o foree from all over
the west, nmd this Yhme, said the ordator
of the day at a vast open alr coneourse
of the ciaployees of both roads, “when
we strike it will be with wo soch fal-
tering. misgulded hand as in the year
gone by. The blow will be lnstantane-
ous, The scab will gnd his eeenpation
gone. There will be ne engine left for
him to run Uhe Bresd from our hungry
children., There will be only smoking
mins to greet the coming of those hire-
Iing butchers, the despised foldlery of
efther state or nation.” Certain few of
the rallway mes who had jolned the
Brentwood rifles in the days of Perri
go's popularity were warned hy anony-
mous letters to themselves or to the
timid wives amd children to drop that

sosheimew teppen. ULESTRTIEIEE
P =
slip pevfesved poias Coes to
Mg deills ct whton ey learaed

Ui e 25w st Bk came Oy looked
and  abbedd  *Wikn olat blow
et pal M Pwiker Dovrlge In ex-
ehtod epwrehi w9t e businecs meu's
meeting, “we skail L ubsolutely with-
out grotovtiun, (or our alertll has beel
repinecedd by oo wiho b the opea sym-
Paibiacr of the striiors (which was
truet, and our obe volspony of militia,
thaut = th whe Loows what insidious
Intlucier. b2 rvdiond o A were band-
ful A veLouent disesssion followed,
windizg op with 21 astonlabing sttack

to o Laudful Is us (e s that fis de-
wornlizsion Is due to Do Insidious In-
tuence whalever, but to the most re-
greitable lcterfereiice of Mr. Perrigo
Wimself, whose gold bought the cap-
talucy for au uiter lacompetest and
suld out the uie man who deserved our
whole support and grutitude, the man
who alopne was cupable of putting and
keeping that company up to the stand-
ard and whose treatzent by the ofl-
clals of the road he so gallantly and
falthtully served and, pet to put o
flue & point upon t. by this community
slso Is reproach unatterable to both”

Comlng from a man who bl been to
congress from Kentueky and boped to
get there from Nebraska, these wore
itter words. But most toules are bits
ter, and Brentwood swallowod, refloct-
ed and profited.  Colopel Cresswell, as
e was called, In deferonce 1o the fact
that be held wo eommbssion, but had
served In the war, was not yer on the
wubsidized st of the Seattle, Lot as a
rapldly ristug lavsor be would doubt-
Joss soon fimd his price, rallways, lke
uther big corporations, employing only
the best professional tolent where the
law 1= coneerind.

Colon#l Cresswell, to use his own
terms, had  “cottoned” to Laogdon
from the start. He admired bis grit
the day of the rivis.  He admired Lis
deill when he loodied the rifles. He
IMked what the yardmen sald of him
pod what Bomlface Lad told.  Te dep-
recated the language of the local press,
but he was not yiet firmly estaldishisd
in his professiun and might need their
ald if he ran for office, so he could not
openly take tssue wilh the papers. But
be ktew of the thivntls of the bad ele
went among the wen, the envy and
Juealousy of cortiin of the young aspl-
rants for proaoslon on the read, aud
before thas mysterioes safe rolibery he
had been kevping an eve ob Lungdon,
giving Lim oceastonnl word of clieer,
occaslongl hint of _waming. Ever
sinee the pohbery and Langdon's sad
departure from thelr et e Sod heen
reaselessly and veeretly at work I the
effort to deteer the guilty partics,  Ie
had s theories amd was bent oo pish-
g them throngh,

Another gathering of bhusiness men
followed within a week, ealled for by
must alarming resolations ot the big-
gest wass meeting yet beld In Brent-
wonl  Bonfirea ind burued o the pab-

| e square, and great omtors of the la-

bor party spoke n the silenoe of the
Septewber evendng 1o thousands of s
tening. eager cars and ceased awid
thnderous applatse.

“Where is your Mr. Langdon ¥ anx-
lously queried the mayor In a swift
aside to Mr. Cresswell that night.

“In Sloux City, sloving at a shilling
an bhour—teaching,” was the answern

“Well, get him oot here guick. 1
can't give blm anything in my office,
ud you well understamd, but yoa can,
and we'll make up a parse If 1 bhave to
go down' into my pockets for. every
cent of 1IL.”

And so 1t happened that Ervle Lang-
don, whiter, thinner, even shabbler In
rahment than when he left, came back
to Brentwoml, and after a conference
where only five men wete present—
Cresawell, Boniface, Arnostrong, the
editor, and Bingbam, the mayor-the
returned  wanderer took a desk In
Cresswell’'s anteroom aml twok up
agnin the study of law, to which Le
had been devoting bis evenings. Then
Perrigo senlor wis advised to induce
Lis son to resigu the captainey of the
Brentwood rifles. He wouldu't.

“All right,” sald certain merchants.
“Our mobey won't be safe here if the
wob gets another start, We'll transfer
our sceounts to Omaha”™ Pervlgo
“wilted” In less than a week. The
resignation went iu to the governor,
and amid a pounding on the floor of
shod rifle butts and Joud clapplug of
hands fsom the seats Mr. Langdon,
¢lad In his old fatigue uniform, took
command of the riies Ly lnvitation
und ot onee resuined drills. That night
It was resolved to bhave three dellls a
week until the company had eaught up
spain. The next week 40 men e
sponded to roll call and 12 applied for
wemwbership. The first week In Octo-
ber 2 business mecting was held and o
telegrnm rend ansouucing that Perrl
go's resignation, which had snaccount-
ably hung fire, was at last sccepted,
Luangdon was unanhnously electod cap-
tain and the certificate forwarded to
the capltal. The second week came
without the expected counmisslon, Lot
The Sun auvounced that as the elee
tion was held before the vacancy offi
clally existed It was therefore fllegal
Try 1t agaly, sald “the boys," and then
came an embarrnssed adjutant general
to sugeest that it perhaps would be
best not to lnstst on the election of Mr,
Langdon. With the Klndest feellug for
him In the world the governor could
not see lils way clear o giving him a
commission. Indecd The Sun and Ex-
aminer shricked that the community
never would stand [ A political ad-
viser told the executive he would jose
the vote of Brentwood, and an atony-
mous letter or two informed him his
grave was dog and the corpse should
be rendy if evor he touched pen to
parchiment with the name of Erle
hanglon on It. No wonder the gov-

ernor sent hiv adjotant general to con-
sult with “the boys." But now "the
bops™ lind got their blood up. No Per
rigo dollars were fortheoming to bofl it
down, and the shout went up, “Lang-
don or nobody” nnd the adjutant gen-
eral left In a hof,
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