
'TOTF'running and Its live stock la Chicago
before the beattle could succeed In fir-

ing a freight engine. The Big Horn
behaved magnauinioualy to Its mis-
guided employee, for Chauulug wa
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ladh-- s' door, and it iusjp no tiiueruui--
to bliu. His liuLiltul .was tl: inxtli
side the yards of lhf JIlK Hum-bu- t

!. tvl CUOSeU liC opposite ilUvi'llolJ.
way .Vuiii wlmt tun; lit le culled the

residence side of the :ity.
"It Is a fad of uiinit" eh said. "I

like to see us much a I cuii of every
place I vtxlt. and I've.iever Imvii on

the other sltli."
"Nor I." be answered. "Reins a i:ig

Homer now, uijf worts keeps me at ur
yard all day."

"lo you like HT she asked after a
moment's pause.

"It Is Intertfitliitf ami s:if tln;t." be
replied, jruhllns her nn ftil!y over a

roken cr-- x wtiik. Tin- - vtivets weiuod
neglected hrvaltnit. Thero was a sa-

loon on every corner nml n knot f
tonfers at aluioM every nutooti.

"I'm almost sorry chose thl
route. Miss he continued,
aoting the cu rli ki looks that were bent
upon blm and bis companion: riotln?.
loo, an orvaslutul elhow nudge among
Ihe loiterers. .

"Tbe Seattle Me doesu't seem to bo
tbe better nlde. does It?" nlte answered,
naif luiiKhinK "lt. then, I've twice
been to your station and the sceue of
your exploit. 1 thought I should like
to see what was left of the Seattle.
Oh. Mr. Langdon. I'm aiiuld there's
trouble!"
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By Oca. CHARLES KINd

lonllnuui front flint Pag.
Hut tnat wua'l
It touk hour to gather his forces end

couiit iuw tut. Then be could Lavs
worn tuat Melville bad so ordered tl

diatrlliutlun or troops at purposed to
expo th Seattle' jurds. whereas
Mil. ill had cut mora troop to the
aoutb tde than be bad retained on the
north, little UcCouvllle, with four
companies, having been detailed to cot-c-r

the Seattle' Hue, au4 "Mac" bad
saved their stock trains, though h
couldn't b everywhere at one and so
protect their sheds and shops. Bar-
clay bad only succeeded In getting bis
division superintendents, with Impro-
vised crew, at work and bis cattlo oil
their cars and into the corrals when
nightfall came. Us bad found only a
meager naif duaeu laborers for the nec-

essary work, C banning baring earlier
gathered In every willing band the
town afforded, and when the morning
of the morrow dawned the Big Uoru

hop whistle sounded as of yore, and
Its east bound train set forth on time,
while there were still only silence and
smoldering ruin throughout the yards
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of the Seattle.
' Late thut eftemoou, weary, hollow
.eyed, unsaved, but feeling hopeful

f and wi'U nigh content with bis work,
', , Eric Laugdun was making the round
''' of the Big Hum yards, visiting the
V sentries whom be bad posted. With
j the full consent and of

.'. the little rxajur and at the earnest re--'

' quest of CLuuuing he bad assumed the
duties of "military adviser," bad

coached three or four compa-- .
' Dies besides bis now devoted follower

'
. , of Company U ai d was recognized as

V' : a sort of field oUlcer of the day. re--

spected and looked up to by the entire
command. 'McConvllle, differing with
Nutlian as to the management of af-

fairs, had withdrawn from the south

1
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man ever In touch with the great ar-
my of operative and knew how best
to win their sympathies and willing
service. Every engineer, fireman aud
naluhand who had not taken active
part In the destruction of property
was back at bis post Inside of 'ii hours,
where the anger, envy and disgust
rankling In Mr. Barclay's bosom
against the Big Horn could only flud
vent In malicious newspaper Items at
the expense of the rival management
and heroic measures at that of bis
men. It eras day of disaster to the
Seattle and of triumph for the Big
Horn, and the breach, already broader
than the gorge of the Bed Water, now
widened between the roads. Caanulug
couldn't help bragging and exulting,
and It was bad policy. Tbe beattle
was much tbe richer company of the
two. Its siock waa mainly held In
England and the eastern states, where-
as the Big Horn wss western lu own-
ership and management Barclay gave
a big dinner at the Brentwood House
three days after the break of the
strike, to which all local Journalist
and magnates were bidden, tbe cigars
and champagne for which were ex-

pressed from Chicago, and In tbe post-
prandial eloquence on that tlowery oc-

casion much stress was laid on tbe
fact that the Seattle would rather suf
fer double its loss than that it should
go down to history aa having won its
Tictoryiby means of shotted gun in
the band of hireling soldiery leveled
at the breast of Brentwood's manhood.
Captain Nathan made an effective
speech In response to the toast to tbe
army. "It would have been as easy
matter," said be, "for my brave men to
hoot their speedier way to tbe scene

of action, but that from his great and
merciful heart the general manager of
tbe, Seattle declared that be would
rather the earnings of a thousand years
went-u- la smoke than that the blood
of one honest toller should lie at tbeir
doors." Tremendous and long contin
ued applause ensued, through which
Santley and Woodrow sut lu grim si
lence and In which even Torrance only
bait heartedly Joined, for well they re-

membered Barclay's almost frenzied
appeals to Nathan to get ahead, for
God' sake, and do something, if he bad
to dam the Bed Water with tbe dead.
Melville, his eyes covered, bis bead
till bandaged, lay upon 4 low couch

In an' upper room, attended by bis de
voted wife, and niece. The sound of
revelry by night came from below with
explosive puff, and the manager of
tbe Brentwood twice tapped at the
door to express his regret and anxiety
and tbe hope that the major wasn't be-

ing disturbed. "It's the Seattle blow
out," be explained, "and the road's set
ting 'em up for all comers apparently."

"When does the Big Horn set 'em
tp?" asked Mfivllla, with, a smile of
amusement v ? J i .

"The B. H. doesVt have to," answered
Boniface. "By the way, sir, Mr. Chan
nlng goes east again tomorrow, and. be
hope that you will feel able to see
him.'. Of course be1 isn't at the ban
quet," be added, with a grin. "We've
bad queer time with tbe rival fac
tions n tbe house." - tt

It bad Indeed been a queer time.
Barclay, as became the managing head
of great roatt, had taken a suit of
rooms on the parlor floor, with his sec
retory, typewriters and; assistants,
while Channlng aud bis one

Mr. Langdon, occupied modest
rooms on the floor above and attended
to business over at tbe station. Bar
clay nodded patronizingly when be met
or passed Channlng and once so far
unbent a to take one band out of his
trousers pocket and extend a finger to
bis rival. But be never seemed to see
Langdon, aud Langdon bad an aggra-
vating way tit looking straight Into the
other's face In a calmly speculative
manner, as though, he considered him
tome curious specimen of tbe "freak"
family, subject for leisurely contem-
plation, but In nowise a thing to be ac-

costed.
Tbe regular officers, and many of

those of the state troops took tbelr ra-

tions at the Brentwood the few days
they were there on duty, and It was cu-

rious to note the effect on the-tw- o oc-

casions tbat Langdon entered tbe din-
ing room while the military was there.
The guardsmen to a man either arose
to shake bis band or else whirled
around lu tbelr seats and waved him
Joyous greeting. Woodrow. of the ar-
tillery, too, sprang to bis feet and os-
tentatiously went half across tbe din-
ing room to clap him on tbe shoulders
or slap blm between them on tha broad
of the bark. Once, finding a vacant
eat by Langdon' side, the rash sub-

altern quit tbe table of bis command-
ing officer and" finished bis dinner at
Channlng's, and Nathan and Torrance,
who never saw Laugdon at all. took
prompt note of the desertion and held
It up against tbe yonngster as an

to be expatiated through many a
slight and snub and seiuiuffirlul an-
noyance wben they barked back to
Pawnee. It was plain that Langdou
was a marked man In tbe eyes of tbe
populace - euvled, respected and- - es-

teemed by one element and feared and
bated by soother. '

"If Just a well you are going with
Mr. Channlng," aald mine host of the
Brentwood to blm the night of tbe ban-
quet. There' a bad undercurrent
here tbat will never forgive your spoil-
ing their plans, and those fellow of
the Seattle, who Would bave thanked
God for your services st the time, are
bow dolug the best tliey know bow to
stir np sentiment against you."

"But I'm not going with Mr. Chan-
nlng," said Ijtndon promptly. "Tbey
have offered me a good position bore."

Tbe landlord was leaning against
column of tbe rotunda at tbe moment,
smoking one of Da relay's best A roar
of applause and alternating currents
of "He's a Jelly tluud Fellow" and
"Auld Lang Syne"V Issued from the
winging portals f the ball, and Boni-

face had been listen big with a comical
grin on bis face. But at Langdon'
words tbe expression of amusement
gave way to one of deep concern. Im-

pressively k ttoo erect and placed a
band on Langdon' shoulder.

"My dear sir." said be, "I mustn't be
quoted m this matter, I like you. and
1 want to see Tod come out all right,
but don't think of staying here. I'll
ay as much to Mr. Chaaning."
Aad be . dltk v. Dot Channlng waa

Hushed wKh victory.
"Who's to harm him? And what's toS

prevent?" said be. "Onr men are all
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"My tUaritr. don't thtnk of tuytno (Mrs."

with ns now, and tbey swear by him
and will stand by lilui aud will see lo
It tbat he Isn't molested," was Chan-
nlng's auswer. "Ha s Just the fearless,
reliable uiau we need for a certaiu
kind of work, and here's tbe pluoe for
him."

But tbe, landlord shook his bead.
"Mr. Chauulug." said be earnestly, l
seo and bear things you cannot see and
hear because men look aud talk sweet
wben you come around. It's tbelr
bread and butter. You manage your
busiues Lu the iuterest of your stock-
holders, and I must do the same for
mine. ' I must attract uot an-

tagonize It and lose my Job. I mustn't
offend those fellows of the other roud.
for some of them are stockholders of
this very stop, and they are uot fond
of you, much less of Mr. Langdon. If
you want to reward and help him, take
him to Chicago. Don't attempt to set-
tle him bore."

. But the mere Idea that one of bis
chosen should b menaced by the ene-
my was enough to .t Channlng solid-
ly agalUHt a change of pluu. He went
to Melville's room lu the morning to
say t3'Jby aud fo'.tnd '.Lit Buuifaee
bud beeu there before blm, tor Mel-

ville, too, was anxious. Mrs. Melville
had gone out to do some shopping;
MU sat In siieuce, au ab-
sorbed listener. Thut evening Langdon
knocked, as usuul. oXielville's door to
inquire what umuu. r of day his friend
bud had and whether ho could be of
service. MIjs (iruhuu-- o was Just com-

ing forth, dressed for the street.
"The troop go buck to I'uwnoe

she said, "and some of the of-

ficers are cuialui; up lu a moment to
ray goodby. I thought 1 should like a
brisk walk."

He hesitated a moment. He well
knew to whom she referred by "some
of the otiicerV aud why she referred to
them at all. It would be embarrassing
all around for blm to meet tbeui there.
It was slgnll'.euiit of her own desire to
avoid Nntbuu und bis set thut she
should be going out Just as they were
expected. Langdon's first Impulse was
to offer to escort her, for night wat
falling, and the electric glolM-- s were at
ready sparkling on the snowy streets.
and with ail ber Independence and fear
lessness Miss Orabauie might be wiser
not to go forth unattended. But be fal
tered. The weather bad set In sharp-
er, colder, and be bad no civilian over
coat and would not wear the "f ragged
and braided garment of bis lute rank
and profession now thut be no lunger
held the commission. He could bave
spared himself any scruples as to that
since dozens of civilians eust and west
wear that army overcoat because It
strikes tbem as baudsome, because It
gives tbem an air of distinction aud
because there Is no law to binder. It
was not on account of lack of warm
clothing be hesitated, but one glance
at bis worn, old business suit, made
three year before and much too snug
for blm now, baulshed all thought of
tendering hi services. '

"I may go in. may I not?'' be said
after a moment.

"Oh, yea," was tbe answer as she
threw open the door to admit blm and
then as be entered stood there, think-
ing. Twice her fine, thoughtful eyes
followed him Into the room; twice she
caught herself listening for tbe sound
of tbeir voices and trying to catch the
words, then, with heightened color,
turned sharply and stood within the
room. A little party of artillery offi-

cer wa Issuing from the elevator.
Another moment, and tbey were knock-
ing at tbe door.

"Good evening. Captain Nathan.
Good evening, gentlemen," wa ber
placid salutatiou. "Yes, tbe major will
be glad to see you." And, one after an-

other, she ushered tbe quartet Into the
dimly lighted apartment where Mrs.
Melville came forward to greet tbem.
"You'll come up npaln tomorrow, Laug-don,- "

she benrd Melville soy as Sant-
ley bent over her to express bis disap-
pointment that sl;e should be going out
Just as tbey were coming In. Couldn't
she wait a moment? He would so
like No; evidently she couldn't
Moreover, she made It Impossible for
Kuntley to couipitte bis sentence by
calmly saying. "Now, Mr. Langdou. if
you are quite ready," and thereby giv-

ing Santley to understand ber escort
waa already cboseu. Santley glanced
at Langdou, turned red and looked as
though be really wanted to speak.
Langdon, passing-Natha- without a
sign, looked straight Into tbe eye cf
bis adjutant and plainly Indicated that
be bad no desire whatever to converse
with him. Two itloute later. In the
keen, frosty air of the wide western
street, be found himself swiftly pacing
the broad, wooden sidewalk, crackling
with cold utfder tbelr light footfalls,
Etbel Grnbnme, with bright eye and
flushed cheeks and quick, elastic steps,
springing along by bla side, ber band
within bis arm Had any one told blm
the day be so sadly left Pawnee tbat
this would be a pcoslblllty in tbe near
future Eric Langdon could hardly bave
believed.

Tbe air was crisp, keen and sharply
cold, but there was oo wind, and be
never seemed to feel tbe lack of an
overcoat H Is old cutaway was a band- -
rome, stylish garment when first It
came to blm three year agone, but
buttons and buttonholes were strain-
ing now aa be filled his lungs with tbe
ozone and oxygen of tbat rare, exbila--1

rating atmosphere. Tbe shops st tbe
street corners at first were brilliantly
lighted, and the bridge over tbe Red
Water was lively with sleighs, street
car and pedestrian hurrying home
ward. It was b who bad turned
southward tbey left the bote! at tbe
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' eld daring the early boors of the night
and was quartered in an old passenger
car at the Big Horn yards.- - Captain
Data rell. the "doughboy" rlgnt bower
Of old Gray Fci, had reached town at
nildtilcht and supervised, if he did not
actually supersede, Nathan. Cban-nln-

wearied, but triumphant, was still
at his post at the passenger station
and in full telegraphic communication
with bis entire line and with the presi-
dent and board of directors, lie was
hungry and eager for dinner, but
"special" was coming full tilt from
Gunnison Junction, and he could not
go. The Missouri Pacific hod rushed
Mrs. Melville over It line posthaste to
Omaha at the result of alarming dis-

patches concerning- - the major's condi-
tion, and, with one of Gray Fox's staff
officers as escort, the bad spent the
morning speeding up the line of the
Missouri Valley and was expected ev-

ery minute. Langdon bad been duly

Informed of the Injury Inflicted on bis
honored chief and friend, but It wa a
time when bit presence and services
were sorely deeded at the yards, and
be had to be content with the tiding
that ! Melville bad been borne to the
Brectwood House, given the best room
and attention and was resting easily.
Now he wa planning for a nap of
perhaps an hour, for the mob was scat-
tered (n silent, sullen group all over
town, and, to planning, be came back
toward the station and was surprised
lo see two carriages In waiting and
Cnnnnlng. with numbers, of bis subor-
dinate, on the platform. He was still
more surprised when, with a volume of
team rushing from the escape valve,
powerful locomotive came ringing In

from the east, two or three cars In It
noisy wake, and belated soldiers, news-
paper correspondent and railway man
sprang to the platform, while Chan-.- .
King stepped forward to greet another
party, followed by a little twarm of
Ctuious spectators. ' A.' moment later,

"as 'Langdon reached the steps, he saw
Channlng, with a lady on bis arm, el-

bowing a way through the circle. He
aw the top of a little bat a lady's

i ing In their lead, and bis
heart gave a sudden leap. The next In-

stant he, too, broke through the fringe
of townsfolk and, lifting his hat With
bis left hand, quietly possessed him-
self of stylish traveling bag with the
other. ......

"Why, Mr. Langdon!" was the as-
tonished cry of the damsel thus greet- -

- ed, and, though further words she
poke not for the moment, the light

that flashed In Ethel Grahame's eye
' and the color that sprang up in her

cheeks told the Intruder that It wa a
more than welcome meeting.

"Oh. you'd known 'em both before!"
aid Channlng aa the carriage whirled

.way; "Why, cerfnly! Hello,' if her
isn't Barclay 1 Now, what do yon s'pose

' be wants? I want yon to come to the
Crentwood and dine with me, Mr,
lngdon soon as I get rid of these
people."

They drove straight to the platform
nd unloaded first, Barclay, groomed

scrupulously and dressed as usual, but
pale and haggard; then two of his su-

perintendents, . both well known to
.Channlng in earlier days. Forward
they came until within close hailing
distance, and then, with Jannty, half
patronising:- half envious tone, the
magnate of the Seattle accosted hi
rival from the ranks, and the throng
closed In about them.

"Well. Channlng. luck's been with
you again, hasn't It? Wbat'll yqo take

'

for your rabbit's paw?"
"Luck!" laughed Cbanulng. triumph

In bis twinkling eyes. " 'Twssnt luck,
but pluck, and here's our rabbit's paw.
Mr. Barclay, shake bands with Captain
Langdon."

"This? Why-"- was all Barclay
could find to say as be looked and saw
and turned a saffron red.

"Yes," said Langdon placidly as be
Shifted both his hands behind him. "I
bave met the manager before." . ,

.i . r .'' 'CHAPTER IX.
Eventful days In the life of Erie

Langdon were those following the col-
lapse of the great railway strike at
Brentwood. It was but natural that
the officials of the Big Horn should
.vaunt themselves ever a victory that
Hot only broke ap a mob. but quite as
effectually 'downed the Seattle. The
chagrin of Messrs. Barclay and other
representing that powerful and wealthy
corporation could not be concealed de-
spite all their brave show of satlsfac

ion. The Big Hon bad all train. J
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