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Continuad frann Pirst Paga.
But tuat wasn't all.
It took hours to guther his forees and

count the conts. Then be eould bhave
sworn 1hat Melville had so ordered the
distribution of troops as purposely to
expuse the Seattle's yards, whervas
Meliilie had sent more troups to the
south side than he bad retalved on the
porth, ltle McCouville, with four
cowpanbes, baviug been detatled to cov-
er the Seattle’s Uues, and “Mac” had
saved thelr stock trhins, though he
couldn't be everywhere at once and so
protect thelr sheds and shops.  Bar
clay had only succeeded in getting his
division superintendents, with jmpro-
vised erews, at work and his cattle off
their cars and int the corrals when

'/ town afforded, and when the morning
s of the worzow duwned the Big Horn

shop whistle soundad as of yore, and
1ts east bound train set forth on time,
while there were still ouly silence and
wmoldering ruln thwougbout the yards
of the Seattle.

Late that ofteruocy, weary, bollow
eyed, unalinved, but feellng bopetul
and well nigh content with Lis work,
Brie Langdon was waklug the rounds
of the Big Horu yards, visiting the
sentrles whow be Lad posted. With
the full censent and co-operation of
the lde wajor uod 4t the carnest re
quest of Channiog Le had assumed the
dutles of “wilitary adviser,” bad per-
sonally vonched three or four cowpa-
nies besides Lis oow devoted followers

. of Company U ard was pecognized as

_ A sort of field ollicer of the day, re

spocted and looked up to by the entire
command. “McCenville, differing with
Nathan as to the wanagement of af-
fairs, had withdrawn from the wqth

and was quartered fo an old passenger

ear ot (h. Blg Horu yards. Captain
WIQ{ right bower

hed town at

h&t and’ -mrﬂsid. If be did not
actually supersede, Nathan, Chan-
ning, wearled, but triumphant, was still
ot his post at the passenger station
and in foll telegraphic eommunication
with his cotire liue aud with the presi-
dent and board of directors, He was

-

tion, and, with ope of Gray Fox's stuff
officers as cscort, she had spent the
morning speediog up the Huoe of the

steam fushing from the escape valve,
a powerful locomotive came ringlog In
from the cast, two or three cars In its
nolsy wake, nnd belated soldlers, news-
paper correspoudents and rallway meu
tprang to the platform, while Chan-

fing stepped forward to greet another

'ﬂw‘ﬁm M‘uxmn&r

a8 Langdon reached the steps, he saw
Channing, with g lady on his arm, el-
bowing a way through the elrcle. He
saw the top of a little bat—a lady's
bat-following in thetr lead, and his
beart gave a sudden leap. The next in-
stant he, too, broke through the fringe
of townsfolk and, lfting his hat with
his left hand, qulefly possessed him-
self of & stylish traveling bag with the
other,

“Why, Mr. Laagdon!" was the as-
tonished cry of the damsel! thus greet-
ed, ‘and, though further words she

-apoke not for the moment, the light
that flashed In Ethel Grahame's eyes
and the color that sprang vp in her
cheeks told the intruder that it was a
more than welcome meeting.

“Oh, you'd known 'em both before!™
sald Chanuning as the carriage whirled
awny. “Why, cert'oly! Hello, if here
fsn't Barclay! Now, what do you s'pose
he wants? | want you to come to the
Brentwood and dine with me, Mr.
Langdon—soon as 1 get rid of these

-

They drove stralght to the platform
and unloaded—first, Barclay, groomed
scrupulousty and dressed as nsual, but
pale and baggard; then two of his su-
perintendents, Loth well known to
Channing iu carller days, Forwand
they egme until withiu close bailing
distance, and then, with a jaunty, balf
patronizing: balf envious tone, the
maguate of the Seattle accosted his
#val from the ranks, und the throng
closed 1o about them.

“Well. Channing. luck's beem with
You ngaln, basn't t? What'll you take
for your rablit's paw?"

“Luck™ laughed Chanuing, ‘triumph
In his twinkling eyes. * 'T'wasn't lock,
but plock. aod here’s our rabbit's paw.
Mr. Barclay, shake bands with Captain

“This? Why"— was all Barclay
eould find to say as be looked and saw
and turned a saffron red.

“Yes," sald Langdou placidly as he
shifted both his hasds bebind him. “1
bave met the—manager before.”

CHAPTER 1X.

Eventful days lo the life of Eric

Langdon were those following the col-

retary,
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shoot thelr speedier way to th scene
of action, but that from his grear and
art

of one honest toller should lie at thelr
m Tremendous and lobg mc;:lh;
whic

ensued,
vedrow sat ln grim sk

and
lence even Torrance only
halt dov-well they re
membered i t reansled

appedls to Nathao to abesd, for
s sake. und do m?ns. 1 e had

the Red Water with the dead
bis eyes covered, his head

bandaged, lay upen & low couck
an rodm, attended by his de
and plece. The sound of
revelry by night came from below with
explosive puffs, nnd the manager of
the Brentwond twice tapped at the
door to express Lis regret and anxiety
Mthebmlunhcmhr wasn't be
fug disturbed. “It's the Seattle blow-
out,” be explained, “and the road's set-
ting "em up for all comers lppu.uml}' il

“When does the Big Horn set 'em
ep?” deked Meiville with a smile of

lﬁlhmlg'

doest't have to,” angwered
Boniface. By the way. sir, Mr, Chan.
ning goes east aguin tomorrow, and be
hopes that you will feel able to see
Lim. Of course le isu't at the ban-
quet,” he ndded, with a grin, “We've
Lad a queer thme with the rival foe
tions o the house.”

It had indeed been n quees time,
Barclay, as beeame the mavngiug head
of a great roa®, had taken n suit of
roows on the parlor fioor, with bis sec-
typewriters - and ossistants,
while Chanming aod Dis oue ald-de
camp, Mr. Laugdon, vecupled modest
rooms on the foor above and attended
to business over nt the station. DBar
clay nodded patronigingly when be met
or passed Channing and ovce so far
unbent as 1o toke one hand out of lis
trousers pocket nnd extend a finger to
his rival. Buot he never stewed to see
Langdon, and Langdon hind au aggra-
vating way of Juoking stralght into the
other's face In a cally speculative
ml.nner us though be considered bim

Job the “rreak”
family, a -uhju.-t for lelsurely contein-
plation, but b powlse a thing to be ac
costed.

The regular officers and many of
those of the state troops took thelr ra.
tions at the Brentwood the few days
they were there on duty, and it was ¢n
rious tw gote the effect on the two oo
caglons that Langdon entered the din-
Ing rouins whille the military was there
The guardswen 1o a won wither arose
to shake his hand or else whirled
around fu their seats and waved him
Joyous greetlug. Woodrow, of the ar-
tillery, too, spraug to his feet and os
tentatiously went half meross the din-
ing room to elup bim on the shoulders
or slap him Letween them on the broad
of the back. Omnce, finding a vocant
seat by Langdou's side, the rash subs
altern quit the table of his command.
fng officer and fuistied bis dinner at
Channiug's, and Natban aud Torrance,
who never saw Laungdon at all, took
prompt uote of the descrtion and held
It up aguinst the youngster as an ol
frout to be expatiated throngh many a
slight and snub and semioflicial an-
noyance when they bharked banek to
Pawnee. 1t wee plain that Langdon
wne a mwarked wan In the eyes of the
populace - vuvied, respected and. es
termed by ooe clewent and feared and
hated by another

*It's Just as well you are going with
Mr. Chaoning,” sald mine bowst of the
Brentwood to him the night of the ban-
quet. “There's a Lad wodercurrent
here that will pever forgive your spoll-
fng thelr pluns, nod those fellows of
the Seattle. who would bhave thanked
God for your services at the thine, are
now dolug the best they know how to
stir up sentiment against you™

“But 'm wot going with Mr. Chan-
ning."” suld Langdon promprly. “They
bave ofvred me a good position bere,

The lnndlord was leanlng agninst a
column of the rotonda gt the moment,
smoking ote of Barclay™s best. A roar
of applause aud alternating currents
of “He's a Jolly Good Fellow™ aud
“Auld Lang Syove” fasdpd from the
swin o of the H8IL and Bonj-
face bLad Leen nlng with a comical
grin on ki face. Put at Langdon's
words the expression of amusement
gave way to ove of deep coscern. Im-
pressively be ot #rect and placed a
baud on Langdon's shoulder.

“My denr wir,” sald be, 1 mustn't be
quoted o this wintter, | Hke you, and
I want 10 see yod cowe out all right,
but—don't think of staying bere. I'll
say as mpoh toMr. Chasning.”

And e dik Bet Channing was
flushed with victory,

“Who's to harm bim¥ Asd what's 10
prevent?' sald bhe. “Our men are all
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My dear str, don't tAInk of staying here.” '
with us pow, aud they swear by Llms
and will stand by Lo and will see to
it that he lso't wolested,” was Clan
ning's auswer. “He s Just the fedricss,
rellable wau we oeed for & certain
Lind of work, and bere’s the place for
him"

But the ,landlerd shook his head
*“Mr. Chauniug.” sald be earnestly, “|
see apd bear things you canunut sée and
hear because wen luok dod ik sweet
when you come arcund.  It's thelr
bread and butter. Yoo wanage your
business lu the luterest of your stuck-
bolders, and 1 wust do the same for
mioe. 1 must attract custom. Dot an
tagonize It und lose wy job. 1 wusto’t
offend thuse fellows of the other road,
for some of theis are stockbolders or
this very sbop. and they are uot foud
of you, much less of Mr. Langdon. If
you want to reward and belp Lim, take
him o Chicago. Don't atiempt to sei-
te hiw beve.”

But the were idea that vie of his
chosen should Le wenaced by the ene-
wy was enoigh to vt Chanuning solid-
Iy agalost a change of plan. ke went
to Melville's roums lu the mworuing to
gay guadby and fonmd 1lst Henllace
lad been there Lefore hbw, for Mel
ville, wo, was anxious. Mes. Melviile
bad gone ¢ut to do sowe shopplog;
Miss Grabame sat in silence, an ab-
sorLed Ustener. Thac evenlng Laugdon
kuucked. ns vsunl. af Melvilie’s door to
Iuguire wilial lunuuc’ut day his rriend
had bad avd whethier be eonld be of
persioe,  Miss Gralawe was just cow
Ing forth, dressed FoF the sirect,

“The trocps go Lack to Pawbee to-
wight.” uhe suld. “and sowme of the of-
ficers are ccwliog vwp fa a wowent te
sny gogdby. | theaght | should like a
brisk walk.”

He bealtated o woment,. He well
knew to whow she roferrcd by “some
of the uficers” aud wlhy she veferred to
the at all It would be embarrassing
all around fur hiw to weet thew there
It was slgnitiosnt of Ler own desire to
avold Nathau knd s set that she
should be goiug vut just as they were
expected. Langdon’s flist mpulse was
to offer to escort ber, for night was
talllug, and the dectrie globws were al
ready sparkllong on the snowy streets,
and with all ber indepesdence and fear-
lesstiess Miss Grabame wight be wiser
not to go forth unattended, But be fal
tered. The weather bad set in sharp
er, colder, nnd be bad vo civilian over
colt nod would pot wear the “frogged”
and bralded gargent of bis lute rank
and profession new that be no louger
beld the commission. He could have
spared Llmselt any scruples as to that,
sinee dozens of civilluns eust and west
wenr that army overcoat becaunse ft
strikes them as haudscwe, because It
gives them an nir of distnetion and
because there ls mo law to hinder, It
was pot on account of lack of warm
clothing Le besitated, bot oue glance
at his worn, old business sult, made
three years before and mwuch too suug
for blm now, Lavished all thoughbt of
tenderiug his services,

“I way go in, way I not?” be said
after a mowent

“Oh, yes." was the answer as she
threw open the door to admit biw and
then as be entered stood there, think-
lng. Twice ber floe, thoughbtful eyes
followed Ll Into the rovm; twice she
caught berself lstening for the sound
of thelr volces aond tryilng to catch the
words. then, with belightened color,
turned sbarply aod stood within the
rootu. A little party of artillery offi-
cers wus lusulng from the elevator.
Anotber moment, and they were kuock-
fug at the door.

“Good evening, Captain Natban,
Good evening. gentlewen,” was her
placid snlutation. “Yes, the wajor will
be glad to see you." Aund, one after an
vther, she valred the quartet lnto the
dimly lghted apartment where M,
Melville cawe fTorwan] o greet them.
“You'll comw up again tomorrew, Lang
don,” she beard Lelville say as Saut
ley bent over lLier to express bis disap
pointment that she sbould be golog out
Just as they wure coming io. Couldn't
sbhe walt & mowent? He would so
like— No: evidemtly sbe coulda't
Moreover, she made It lupossible for
Santley to complete Lis sentence by
calmly saying, "Xow, Mr. Langdon, If
jou are qulte ready.” and thereby giv-
ing Santley to uviderstand ber escort
was alrvady chosvn. SBantley glanced
at Langdon, turoml md and looked as
though Le really wanted to speak.
Langdon, pessing Nathan witbout a
sign. looked stralght luto the eyes of
bis adjutant and plaloly Jodicated that
be bad po desire whatever to converse
with him. Two mioutes Jater, lu the
keen, frosty alr of the wide western
sireet, be found himself swiftly pacing
the bood, wooden sidewnlk, crackling
with cold atder thele Hgbt footfalls,
Etbel Grubnme, with bright eyes aud
fosbed cheeks and quick, elastic steps,
springing aloug by his slde, ber band
within bis arm.  Had any one wid blm
the day he so sadly left Pawnee that
this would be & possibility in the wear
future Erie Langdon conld bardly bave
belleved.

The alr was crisp, keen and sharply
cold, but there was no wind, apd be
never seetued to feel the lack of an
overcoal His old cutaway was a hand-
rome, stylish gorwent when Gest It
eame to bim three years pgone, but
buttons and buttenboles were straln-
ing now as he tilled Lis longs with the
ozone and oxyget of that rare, exhilla-
mting stwosphere. The shops at the
sirect corners at first were brilliantly

with a trial botthe

war unabile o work.
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residence side of the «rdty,
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ke to seg o moeh an 1 con of every
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P a8 pora for Salt Lake, Denver, Fi.
ll'h (wiaha, Knowas Cliy, 81, bouls,
Avriven 4490 4. m

lur.u-n.:lnl Eu=, : I L
HEAn J R, Pl fast mnil vin Spokane leaves
L6 P foe Wadlie Walla, ‘.-w wlen, Epo

kare, Wallnee, PPoloun, Minnenpolis, 5t
Punl, Paluth, Millwankee, Dhilougo sad
Fanty, Arrives 7 am

OCEAS AND RIVER SCHEMLE
Frowm Porlband

Leaves

8 pom for San Franeds
! |t|l“"'|

Arvvives 4 p o

N eVery

Leaves B pow daily exeept Handay, on
Eapunlny 40 powi loe Astorka gmd way
Arrives 4 pom o exeepl Ennday

Lemves dmly exoopt Sunday st 6 s w
lor Oveppan City, Nowlbere, Salem, Jinde-
pemslenesmind way-landinge.  Arrives at
b SE o eXeept Somdey,

Lagos Tues, Thari, and Sub st o m |
for Coregllis vod wow Iindings.  Arrives
Moo, Weabgmd Fri ot 4 50 pom.

Louwes Tues, Thas and Bat at Tam
for l'l'hv;‘:--n City, Daytom and way-land,
ing Arriven Mon, Wl amd Frl at

MESTLE T S
Loty Riparia ot 240 0w for Lawis

I fon. 1.. bvieen Laswi l-—n A0 0 om for
| Rhpariang s N

Libdress, A 1. URANG,
Hen'l Poss. A 'ni.
Port'and, . - Oregon,

ab times and | §
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“Your brist bottle of | !
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THREE COLLEGE

CLASSICAL, SCIENTIFIC, LITERARY

COURSES

The Academy prepares

PACIFIC UNIVERSITY

ror College and gices

a thorough English Education, the best pre-

paration for teaching or buginess,
Board aod rooms a the

penses pery low,
Ldies” Hall 83 to 54
vlectric light and heat.

THE CCLLECE

Al

per week, includin-

DORMITORY

Under experienced management, wil' [ur-

nish rooms and board

dat costs on the club

plan, not ko exceed $LE0 ™

For full par iculars, address

PRESIDENT McCLELLAND,
Forzst Groee, Oregon




