CHAPTER XIX.
CONCLUSION,

Pale as death sat the faly young
countess in her dreseing room. She
did not tremble now, for every nerve
had become fixed in utter despair.

“Will you not change your dress,
my mistress?” asked Zenobie in a
low, tremulous tone.

“No, no,” the maiden replied, and
her voice soundod strangely even in
her own ear, it was so Jow and hol-
low, “Why should I dress for the
sacrifice? The dumb beast may suf-
fer garlands about its neck bofore
being led to the heathen altar, but,
alns, God has not given me a brute’s

to help me now. No, no,
obie; I will nol dress for the
bride.”

“But the duke expects it.”

“I e ronot. He cannot ask me to
do it. Je may do all he wills, for 1
am helpless here, but he dare not
ask.”

“Oh, my dear mistress!” eried the
faithful girl, throwing her arms
about the neek of her mistress and
weeping as she did so, “would to
God that I could bear this for yon.”

“I thank you aull the same, my
best of friends,” the countoss re-
plied, gazing gratefully up into hor
attendant’s face. “But it matters
not much now. 1 ghall not suffer
long. My sorrow will soon cense.”

Zenobie looked inquiringly up,
but sho did not speak.

“(iod will soon take me home,”
the wretched maiden murmured aft-
er a pause. “I foel the chill hund
upon my heart even now, and I
know that carth eannot bind my
anrit long with such u curse upon
it.

Zenobio had no more words of con-
solation to offer, so she did all she
could do. She drew the head of her
mistress upon her bosom, und thero
ghe heldit for a long time. She held
it thus until the door of the apart-
ment wus opened and a female do-
mestic entered,

“Lady,” the newcomer gaid, trem-
bling perceptibly while she spoke,
“the l!’:ki! bade mo tell you ho
awaited your coming below in the
hall.”

Sho stopped hero and seemed to
wanit for an answer. But Rosalind
did not apeak.

“What answor shall I give him,
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t this the countess started up,
but she sank back again without
speaking.

“Tell him we will come,” inter-
posed Zenobie, who saw that tho an-
nouncement had taken the lnst pow-
er of effort from her mist ross,

“Yes, yes,” whispered the count-
ess ak the messenger hesitatod and
gazed inquisitively into her fuce,

And with this the woman left tho
apartment.

“My dear mistress,” spoke Zono-
big, now ealling all her power of self
control to her aid, “sll menny of
help and escape we have tried in
vain, ‘The time has come”—

“O God, have merey?” groancd
the countesa,

~—*and we must meet it, since
there is no further hope. It will be
better to go down at once than to
arouse the bad man’s anger by more
delay. Were thore the least glim.
mer of hope, we would not go. But
there is not. You know what I
mean.”

A few moments Rosulind sat like
one dead, Then she started up, with
her hands clasped, and raised her
eyos toward heaven. Bhe did not
speak aloud, but her lips moved,
and she surcly uttered n prayer to
God, and it was none the less clo-

uent because it was silent. Then

sho turned to her companion,  Hoer
lipg were set and colorless, and a
deathly look had overspread her
whole face,

“Zenobie,” she snid in a tone
which bore no feeling more than
the gliding of a cold, icy sound, “I
am ready. Onee mere, before the
last joy of earth departs from me,
let e bless theo and press thee to
my bosom. I am pure now !

Sho opened her arms as she spoke,
and when she closed them agnin Ze-
nobie was within their embrace.

“Bless you, bless you ever! Gl

keep and guide you to the end of
life and then roceive you home to
himgelf! Kiss me. here, T am
ready now!"”

The broken hearted girl wiped the
tear from her oye, and in a moment
more she was as cold and passionless

as before.

“Lead on, Zenobic. 1 shall walk
without help.”

Without looking around the Mos-
lem maiden led the way to the hall.
Bhe walked slowly, and she fancied
she could hear tho beating of her
mistress’ heart. In the hall stood
the duke with some half dozen of his
own male attendants, He took the
haud of the countess as she ap-
him and gazed carnest
faco, but he did not l’
toward one of tho draw-
and when they entered
found the humpbacked
in waiting. ind
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fuint when she
saw this miserable villain ready for
his work. 8ho knew now that the
priost was like the master,

g
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and dirccted them to konoel.

“%No, no, wo!” gusped tho fair
eountess, trembling for the first
time. “I cunnot do that!”

“Kneeil” hisced the duke betwoen
his clinched teoth, und as ho spoke
he prasped the maiden more finoly
by the arm and forced her down,
She uttered a quick cry of pain as
she felt the unmerciful grip, but
she conld not resist the strong arm
of her perseeutor.

“Now o on!"” the duke eried s
ho held the maiden down. (o on,
Savotano, and let the business be
done as s00n as possible.”

“Told!™

It was a voice of thunder which
epoke thus, and it came from the
door. The duke gtarted 1o his fect,
and he beheld Ruric Nevel, the gun-
muker, approaching the spot. But
the youth eame not alone, Rehind
him eame the huge bulk of Viadi-
mir, tho monk, und moro still, back
of the monk eame the widow, Clan-
din Nevel, and the boy, Paul, and
then there were, besides nll this, o
heavy tramp of feot in the hall and
the clang or steel,

“Hold! Stop this accursed mock-
ery!” Ruric shouted ng he strode up
the apartment.

“Miserable dog!” gnsped the duke,
mad and frantic with rage. “lHow
dare you comoe hither ¥

“Look ye, proud duke,” the monk
intorposed, eoming quickly forward ;
“I am at the bottom of all this. I
haye come to stop this foul work!”

Rosalind had started to her feet

when shoe first heard Rurie’s voice,
and now, us the monk spoke, n ray
of hope darted to ler roul, and,
with a quick bound, she renched her
lover's gide.

“Ruric, Ruric!™ It was all she
could say, and, with n flood of tears,
ghe pillowed her head upon his bos-
om, and his stout arms wera wound
fondly aboutl her.

“Fear not,” ho whispered, “for,
oh, Rosalind, thou art safe now.”

The mad duke saw the movemant,
and, with a bitter curse, ho sturtad
toward then

“Now, by the living gods” he
ehouted, with his fists elinched and
his- eyes flashing fire, “you have
come to your death! What, he,
there! Without! Sluves, where are
yoi

In o moment mare the side door
was thrown open, and a dozen of the
duke’s servants came rushing in.

“Ha!” Olga eried. “You are in
time, Seizo these dogs!  Kill them
on the apot if they offer one et of

resistance, At them now! llown
with the dogs!™
A Uold!™ 1t wan Viedionir who

spoke, and every arm dropped ns
t!n-_\ henrd that voice, 1t was dif-
ferent from the voiee they had
henrd the fat monk vae befure

Tho duke started as thongh n
thunderbolt had burst at his foot

“Who art thou *” he gasped, etag-
gering further back.

“Olgw, duke of "'uln,” epoke the
monk m tones which  soundad
steango for him, because they were
g0 ditferent from those he had boen
wont to use, “[ um thy muster !

As he spoke he threw open the
long black robe which envelopad his
Lmrsnn und east it upon the lllur-.- it

18 feet, and there it lay, o huge
pilo of wadding and stafling! The
viet rotundity of person was gone,
and the strange man now stood in
his own fuir form, s olin—that
prominent ehin—wug no more hid-
den, and he was but g mosll man-—
not much larger than the boy Paul,
who stood near him. Next b ;-].lr'-'tl
his hund to hiz head and tore away
the tight skulleap, and the rviog of
gruy hair came away with it, leaving
A cluster of plossy harr flogting
down over the neck and shouldom!

“Gront God of merey,” grasped Sa-
votano, staggering back, “it is the
emperor ™

“Aye,” erinl Petor, turning his
darkly flashing eve upon the stag

ering duke, “1 am your emperor!
“'.Illl, go and call the puard.”

The boy hastened from the pal-
aee, and when he veturned he was
followed by a party of the Limperial
guard,

“Merey, merey, gire!” geped the
duke, ginking down on his ke

But the emperor answered  him
not., Te only turned to hiz guard

lantern, he had upset eolumn and
all, and |n|~t ne ho reached the pose
sape he honed a0 heavy full, and he
know that his enemy hud stumblod
over the fallen colume,  Ile heard
the curses, lond and deep, which
dropped from the lips of the bailled
man a8 he picked Tumself up, and in
a moment more he was edified by a
conversation between the two, 1 r
villain No. 1 had revived, though
the tono of his voice plainly indieat-
ol that he lind a gevere pain swil
lingering with him,

“Michnel, Michael!™ groancd No,
1, and as ho spoke Ruric could hear
him sernmbling np on his foct

“1i, Oriel!"” returned No. &

“Tlave you dropped him

“No!™ eried Michaol, with s eursc
which we do not choose to tran-
seribe.  “He's & perfect dovil 1

*But where's the lantern >

“Io put it one,”

“But you ought to have knocked
him down, you elown,*

“Sq bad vou.”

#*Good God M L'!:-Il---‘ villain No, 1.
“What is that ?”

“Rurie! Ruric!”

“By the hiving gods, that js not
{rom any of our men!” uvttered the
nd ruflian. “Iia, they are com-
ing this way "

“Rurie! Rurie!™

“There iz but ono place,” return-
pd Oricl.  “More in the little deaw-
ing room, Come, let’s find it.  Oh,
eupses on that punmaker’s head! If
he he not the very dexil, then he's a
hound partnér of his. Have you
found tan-f.-nlr;mf‘-.', Michacl 2

“No. It's near you somewhere.
Can’t you— Ha! In, inl”

At that moment the glire of a
flaming torch flazhed through the
gloom of the place, and the two vil-
Ining stood revealed. A dozen stout
men, all well armed, appesred in the
only prssnge by which they counld
escape, for 10 nve fied into the
drawing room of which they had
gpoken would avail them nothing,

“Ho, villuies " shouted Viedimir,
the menk, rasing his flaming torch
high above his head with his left
hand, while in his right he waved a
heavy sword., “Where is Rurie Ne-

vel 7"

“Tlere, bere!” eried our hero,
etarting forward into the lorger
oG

“What! Hafo—alivre—well 2 ut-

tered Viadimir

“Aye, my noblest of friends. But,
oh, enst off this sceurzed bond from
my srms. 1t cats into the flesh”

The rope was quickly taken off,
and then ?'T X ya;'.lt!a ¢mbraced his de-
liveror. No questions were nsked
there. Only o few simecere thanks
were uttered, and then attention
was turned to the two villaius, who
yet etood trembling wpear them,
They hud not sitemptad an eseape,
for the wuy wue blocked up. “They
wore quickv]_.’ secured, nnd then the
party turned ewny from the plice,
and as they went Rurie guve the
monk an neeount of the munner in
which he had boen entiappod and of
the events which had transpired
ginee,

“Mereiful  heavens!"  ejueulated
Viadimir us Rurie closed his ne-
count of the manner in which he
had overcome the two men who had
thought to murder him. *It was a
narrow cscape.”

“But 1 might not havo cscaped
without your coming,” the youth
said, “for thr.;y would surely have
found me. With my hands lashed
behind me as they wero I ¢ould not
have escaped.”

“True, truo,” returned Viadimir
thoughtfully.  “It was & narrow
chance. Dut it 8 over now,”

“And how gained yeu the knowl-
edpe of my whereabouts?” asked
Ruric.

“T'l explain 1t 1o you when we
have tme. But did I understend
you to sny that the hmnpbacked
priest was there?”

“Ho ecome to my dungeon with
the reet, and "twas he that I'knocked
down. Have you not found him 2

“No; we have seen nothing of
him, We found two men in the hall,
and that was oll”

The place wis  searched  all
through for the priest, but he could
not be found, and when YViadimir
was asgured that the nech villain bad
made hia eseape he prepared to leave
the building. 'The prisoners, four of
them, were led out first nd taken
uway by the monk’s followers

When Rurie reached the street,
the stars were all out, and the cool,
froaty nir struck gratefully upon his
brow. Mo curned toward his myste-
rious computon, apd under tha
gratefi] umpulee of the momont b
atoppad. 'i raiscd hia baoids to-
honven, uttered omne fervent
me to God
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