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The widow tried to answer, but
fnstend of speaking she burst into
tears. Roeidind struggled 8 moment
with the deep emotions that stirred

within her, and she, too, fell to
weeping.  Zenobie was obliged to
Dnrwer,

“(ood futher,” gaid she, “we here
are after the snme knowledge. Ilis

wr maother bas come hero to try
if gho miight find some elew to the
noble youth, and thus did my mis-
tress goin the first intelligonce that
he wae gon Pruy, good sir, do you

know anything about him? What
have you henrd 7

Both  Clawdin and  the young
cottnters now ratacd their hoads, for
they would hesr what reply the
monk could ke,

“I only know that he ia missing,”

Viadimir replied. “A little while
ago 1 callsl wpon the sick count,
and there T loarsed that Rurie Ne-
vel had mysterioualy disappeared,
and I learned also of the nnlﬁa pur-
pose for which he visited the count.”

“Aye,” interposed Claudia, with
sudden energy; “he went to try to
gnin the eount’s forgiveness, I don't
think they epoke falscly there. I
don’t think any there would wish
him harm from any lingering re-
venge.”

“No, no!” returned the monk.
“His mission thither was most nobly
fulfilled.  So far from echerishin
any spirit of revenge is the coun
that he will ever bear for Rurie the
holiost gratitude of his soul.” °

“Do you think so?” the widow
asked hopefully.

“I know it,” was the monk’s as-
sured repl{y. ";But'_” he con
relapsing into perplexity, “T eanno
imagino what hns become of him.
But, hold! My dear child, is there
not a humphacked, ungainly priest
who sometimes visita your guard-
fan?”

This was addressed to Rosalind,
and n fearful tremor shook her
frame as she heard it, for its import
was at onea apparent.

“Do you suspeet”— Bhe had
started forward and grasped the
monk’s arm as ¢he thus commenced,
but ghe could not continwe. The
thought she would have uttered was
terrible,

“Go on,” whispered Vladimir,
bending his head low down so as to
cateh her very thoughts if they left
her lips. “What would you say P

“Oh, 1 ought not, and yet I
know his soul ia capablo even of
that.” Thus much tho fair count-
ess murmured to herself, and then
she pgazed wup and spoke to the
strange man before her.

“Do you suspect my guardian ?”

“Do you suepeet him ¢ the monk
returned.

“Oh, 1 know not what to think!”

ere he gnve you §

Rurie loves me. May he not unger
such eircumstances fear that the no-
ble youth will try to thwart him#”

“Very likely,” returnid Viadimir
thoughifully. “T will profit by this,
and I am much ms 1 if you do
not also profit by it. I huve those in
Moscow who will work for me. I
cannot, of course, dirvctly assure
you of salvation, for Rurie may
never bo found.”

A quick groan eseaped from
Claudia’s lil;s a8 the monk thus
spoke, but before Rosslind could
spedk the door of the apartment was
opened, and the Duke of Tula strode
in! Jlo stopped as ho came nigh to
where the company stood, and his
eyes flashed nmI his frame trembled
with ion.

“How now ?" he eried as soon as
he eould command speech.  “What
monns this gathering here in my
own palace?  Moddling monk, how
daro you drag your detestable form
hither? 'Out, reptile, out! And let
me eateh you here agnin and my
dogs shull tear you up as they do
carrion!”

Without a word the menk turned
away. Ilis face wae pale an doath
and his hands were elinched till the
fingers’ ends geemed to settle them-
sclves into the palms.

“Remember,” the duke exelaimed
as Viadimir reached the door, “if
you dare to cross my door stool
again”'—

“Hold!” pasped the monk in a
hoarse, startling tone. “Offer
more threats. Hut, mark me, pro
duke, you shall soo the day on which
you'll wish Gord had made you » dog
Lo nrouse the

CVOMZeAne rt

Thus speaking, the black monk
disappenrcd.  Olga started to pursue
him, but he did not follow out the
impulse. Ere he reached the door
he sto) Tml and turned back,

“And you, woman, who art
thou?" he ultered, turning an angry
look upon Claudia.

“I am 8 mourning mother in
genrch of her lost gon,” the woman
sadly replied. »

“fIal” I see the likeness now.
You are the woman Nevel, mother
of the young villain who bears that
name! Leave my palace ut once,
and don’t you dare to enter it
againl”

The poor woman tried to speak,
but she could not. With a deep sob,
sho turned away angd slowly walked
from the room,

“Now,” resumed the duke, turn-
ing toward Rosalind, “what means
this gecret council

“My lord,” returned the countess,
struggling hard to overcome her
powerful emotions, “they were here
~-to—to"—

Ruat she could not finish the sen-

“But listen,” resumed Viadimir | tence.  Her soul was too decply

carnestly.

“I would know all that | moved.

Sho only gave the foul

you k“ow‘ and then mrhu‘ps I ean | wretch one look of hﬂ!’rﬂr and dis-
nssist you. Fear not, for as truo ns ' Rust, and then, covering her face

God lives I mean to save Rurie if T
can, and if T can but gain a clew to
him now I ean surely save you hoth.
Trust me, for I possess a wondrous
power for the good of those who
trust me. Now, what end could the

duke have in view in wishing for |

Ruric’s removal? I know what he
had in view in coneocting the duel—
it was the death of Damonoff and
the undivided possession of Drot-

gen.  Now, answer me, what does he
aim at now

In gpite of all doubts Rosalind
found herself trosting the monk.
Thoere was an air of eonselous truth
and power in his look and tone that
won upon her,

“Good father,” she roturned after
a foew monfents’ theught, “the duke
has sworit by a most fearful oath
that he will have me for his wifel”

“In!” uttered the monk, starting
back n paee and elinehing his hands.
“Does he mean that 7

“Oh, most truly he does!” the
young countess rephied, and she
epoke more firmly now, for there
waas something in the sudden energy
of the monk's exelamation that gave
her hope.

“Then he wants your catates too,
By my soul, he is stming for woalth
with a high hand! And do you sup-
pose he fears Rurie Nevel in con-
nection with this scheme ¥

“Yes, father-—1 will speak plain-
Iy, for I trust you. I do not think
rou would betruy one who never

rmed you,”

“Let the end of these things tell
m that. But now finish what you

begun—about your thoughts of
the duke”

“Ile knowe, holy father, that 1
love Rurie, and he knows, too, that

et ) P
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with her hands, ghe sobbed aloud.

If the bad man had anything fur-
ther to say, he reserved ik for some
future time.

CIIAPTER XITIL
THE PLOTTER 18 AT WORK.

Count Conrad Dumonoil was ahle
to sit up. He was in a great stuffed
chair, playing with a favorite dog,
while near by him sat Stephen Ur-
zen. The young nobleman hnd gnin-
ed rapidly since the visit of Rure,
for the nntidotes he had taken had
rromd efficient, and be soon eame
wck to the point he had reached be-
foro the administering of the poi-

son.
“Stephen,” ho snid, pushing his
dog gently from him, “has anything

been heard yet from Rurie Nevel 2

“Not that T know of,” returned
Urzen.

“Oh, I wish I were ablo to assist
in the searchl But have you heard
anything of what suspicions may be
afloat ¥

“Only that the humpbncked priest

ia looked upon by some ns having
had some hand in it.”
“ITn!  And hew does guepicion
point toward him #”
“Why, in no direct way, I believe.
I cannot understand it. Al 1 know
15 he is suspected.”
count pondered a few mo-
ments, and he thought he could see
Lt_. lf:'li.omn?l did not know the seerct of
is ’s strange relapse, for that
had hoen private. l‘:n he had
no clew to the priest’s true charac-
ter, as the count
“I believe the fellow is a villain,”
Urzen resumed. “He is surely a vil-
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of ol pring, Putrefying lood fo the inteslines

people make an effort o keep thelr |, p King's New Life Pills ex.

beads, Behley is neither & god BOF & Lot (he polsons from ol ogged bowels,
demigod. Had there not boen & gently, easily hut surely, curing eon.
power bebhind him to hold him to 8| stipasion, bitiousne=s, sick headsche,
single parpose it Is very doubtful if] goyary all lver, kidney and bowel
the opportunity to fight the battie of | yrouties, Only 25¢ st Delta Drug

wdy is known ms “Souflles, the
ing, and sald: “You must exeose mo,
fect Ose,
the hack and poinged outl the man
ully quick to relieve hay
the parties  fmplicated be n-fus(-s‘nrr.twtl to cure catarrh in any form
jerer of this wonderful remedy re.
vented & apectograph which ennbles
of one dollar. Address Dept, E 700,
enoe for Dr. Bylvestre for the pur. z ety
of Bouth Curoling. HMestands for the | James Kirkman, an evangelist of
protective tarifl, ho had been voled | For croup it is unequalled.  Absolo-
beon resd oul of the Demotraile
all right and Bouth Carolioa domo-|  Geo, W, Lane, Pewamo, Mich.,
to Manilla consigned to the care of | BRODY Fam completely cured by
house expross charges §1.80,
look Is altructiog general sitention,
ton and could toll of Revolutionary | way and then sientued three hour,
It is Just s well that the Aweriean | rodaces cifect like those of arsenie,
Santlago would bave come to him. | gyora.

traveled & distance of 100 miles in
eight hunrs, It passed Corvallls at a
speed of 20 miies per hour.

The last of gho 1901 prane erop of
Benton County wes solil lust week at
Corvallia for 8 cents per pound. The
poul contalped 100,000 pounds,
ree Pl Young,
Granl's Pusa publie sehool, has been
appoiuted pripcipal of the Manila, P,
L, public sehools with a salary of
#1800,

Thoy wre having winter borse
racss ut Gionul's Puss,  This Is made
possible by paving the track with
the decomposed  granite that lo-
cality’,

T boys, Wal
Fre Hing, 1
Goea Loke, last Sunday.
Froke through the iece and
drowned, 4

The O, A. C. foot ball team s or-
gunizing and planning for the cam-
palgn of next fall. The farmers pro-
pose Lo take care of all the hayseed
that may he thrown on them,

Portland has provided a rock pile
brigade of Lobos and hereafter
enry Willies of the metropolls
!l enrn their bread though how
much swent will be extracted de-

The eothusiastic people of The
Dalles ste s public supper ag thelr
eity lust Saturday evening. This
banguet was made possible by the
introduction of clectricity for light
and power. The juice s generated
ut & plant locased on a wiler course
thirty miles from the town.

A confidence man giving the name
A, Bmith, swindled Albany parties
out of $1000 Iast week by produecing
adeed toa well known farm and
borrowing that sum of money giving
& mortgage on-the premiwos for secur.
ity. The deed was a forgery and the
swindlers nnme may not be Smith
but only a smith.

The Corvallia Times reports that
there is u 17 year old boy named
Cleveland Baker over at Newport
who bitea in two, brams pins, wire
nails and other bits of iron, with ap-
parant ease, He does these things
whenever requested for the enter-
lainment of those about him and
snaps off a plece of a ten penny  nmil
us readily as o school giel bites off o
chew from a stick of gum,

It Ia feared that George Handley of
Tillamook, son of Thos. B. Handley
wall known in Hillsboro, has been
drowned o Tillhmook Bay, He
sturted 1n s small sailboat lnst Thurs-
day from Garibolda to Tillamook
undd has ot been sinee seen, His
bost has been found in s damaged
condition and one shoe, A sudden
spuall Js supposed to have turoed

;J.,-_&_nnl:qp.l ol _ha

n, 17, and
t skuting on
They
were

the bost over and thrown out ite
navigator,
About May 26th last, & man

named J. E. Eodaily was assassingt.
ed in Coos County., The crime waa
charged on M. B. Landis who was
the last parly seen with Eudaily.
Tlandis wans a limber loestor and
when his victim's body was found
the wheonce of severndl other timber
buyors was axounted for by layin:
their murder on this craiser, 1L
dismpponesd and bas nover been seon
sinee by the people who wanl him.
A reward of #1000 has been offered
for his arrest, A month or more
afler the Cous County tradegy the
decomposing  body of a mun  wis
found near Saver, in Polk County,
one huodeed mwiles or more from tho
Cooa County scene. A bullet hole
was found o his herd and a pistol
was lying neur.  The body  was past
recognisation or deseribing and was
buried on the apos. Now one G, E.
Landis visits Corvallis and glves out
that M. B, the morderer, is his
brother and that the Baver remains
nre thosa of the bhunted man, He
wont to Suver Inst week 1o dig up
the boues s us to verily  his theory.
This he expects tn do by means of
the leeth. One of the front teeth s
eapped with gold wnd other pecallar
fillings he thought to be sufficient to
estabilish identity. The bones' were
uncovered and the last Landis writes
to n friend in Corvallis that i¢ truly
was his brother, M. B. Landi=, who
died by s buliet from his own pistol
in the thicket of brosh near Suaver,
Polk Conaty. Bat is the myster;
eatirely expiained? May oot M, B,
be alive somowhers aod this state.
ment by G E., his brother, be a
scheme to thiow the delectives off
the huant?




