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“Yourgll not leave this palace
’.1’:1?!” you are the Duchess of

“I will never speak the word that
is necessary to make me your wife—
nover! At the altar, il you be by
my side, my Lips shail be senled, and
no power on ecarth shall loose
them ¥

“Do yeu mean this?” whispered

the duke,

“As God lives I do "

“Then mark me™ — the stout,
dark nobleman gazed fixedly into
the maiden’s foce as he spoke, and
in his look and tane there was a
flendish ion that could not
he mistaken—*“I shall do all in my

wer to make you my lawful wife.
[? vou refuse me, you shall be heat-
en with the knout in the market

place, where all may seo the un-
gratefol girl whe re the heart
and hand of the noblo Duke of Tu-

In. Aye, and after thou art beaten
thou shalt be cast into the strocts
for dogs to bark at. Doet hear me,
Hosalind Valdai

With one deep, soul dying moan
tho poor girl sank down, shivering
and pale. The duke eaught her as
she fell, and, having laid her sense-
less form back upon the couch, he
strode from the apartment.

CHAPTER IX.

THE MASK FALLS LOWER DOWN AND RE
VEALS THE HEANT.

It wae early cvening ere Zenobie
entered the npartment of her young
mistress. As she opened the door
she found all dark within. She
moved into the r and, shading
her eandle with her ;umfi. she goz-
ed nbout. The wind still howled
fearfully without, and ths snow
came driving inst the windows.
Whep the girl reached tho ex-
tromity of the place, she called her
mistress’ name, and she was answer-
od by o low groan from the couch in
the eorner. Thither she hastened,
and there ghe found her mistress,

“Rosalind — my mistress!” ghe
cried, kneeling down.

“Who is 1'3" the maiden asked,
starting up and gazing frantically
around.

“It is 1, Zenobie. Bayi my dear,

good what is it t in
the matter? at has ha »

With a quick movement ind
put her at t away and eat up,

and, having gazed about her for
s0mo she murmured :

“Where am I? Who is here?*

“It is I. Yon are in your own
chamber, are cold here.*

Without the maiden
guffered herself to be led to the
}:lnm where the heated air cameo up
rom the furnace below, and there
she sat down

“What is it? sgain asked Zeno-
bie engerly. “What has happened ¢

Rosalind bowed her head upon
her hands, and after some moments
of thought sho looked up. She waa
very . and a fearful tremor
shook her frame,

“Zenobie,” she uttered in a low,
strange whisper, “ask me no more

now. I am not well. Oh, nsk me
no more now.”
“My mistress,™ returned the

faithful girl, placing one arm about
Rosalind’s neck, “you kunow what
you may tell me and what you may
not. But whom will you trust if
you trust mot mef? Oh, give me
your love, and if ¥ can serve you let
me do so.”

“I would trust you with life it-
self,” the medden returned, “and
some time you shall know all that
has happened here, but not now—
not now. Oh, I cannot speak it
now I

“Say no more, my mistress; only
let mo serve you. You will have
somo refreshment — pomething to
eat.”

“You may bring me some wine,
Zenobie™

And thereupon the young girl
hastened away,

In the meantime the duke was in
his private room below. Ile was
pacing to and fro scross the floor,
with hands behind him, and his
brow was dark and lowering. Ever
and anon be would stop near the
door and listen and then proceed.
At length thore came a rap upon the
door, and the duke said, “Enter.”
It wos o pricst who entered the
apartment—a small, deformed man,
somewhere nbout 50 yoars of age.
His face wos very dark, his features
sharp and r, his cyes dark
and sunken decp into his his
h;ow P;h“, ;bom :,hn eyes, whoere
the « rows hung over, but
aloping.ﬂk from thence, leaving
the ts where phrenologiets lo-
cate benevolence and veneration de-
gcknt a.ndi.&t. Upunlhhh Ah;uklnz

o wore a huge, angatnly hump, an
allinall.homhunmhu!:‘anqﬁ
a timid perwon shon.  His
name was Savotano, The duke had
been the means of getting him into
the church, and in considerntion
theroof he had bound himeself to do
the duke’s evil work. But this is
not all.

Some years beforo thero had been
& murder in Moscow, and Bavotano
did the bloody deed. Tt was a work
of pure vengeance. Olga had him
approho but ho wns not
brought te justice. The duke found

fuctor. The villain was glad encugh
to socept the propesttion, and the
bargain was made. Could SBavotaso
enter the church und sesume the
eacred zurb he might in many cuscs
work to Dbetter advantage. The
wretch semidily agreed to this, tos,
and through Olgs's powerful influ
ence he gained a place in the church.
He knew that the duke held his very
life, and he failed not to serve him.
His elerieal robes shiclded him from
Much suspaivn, siid, Muleover, e
lace gove him additional advan-
to work at his diabolical trade.
His salary from the government was
sufficient for his support, while an
occasional sum from his muster en-
abled him to enjoy many of those
luxuries which were deniad to most
of his brethren. Olga feare not to
trust thia man, for the fellow had
nothing to gain by betrayal, but ev-
erything to lose.

And such was the man who gow
entered the duke’s private room.
He entered with a bold air, for,
ﬂmufh he was somewhat in the
duke’s power, yet there was u pecul-
iar satisfaction in knowing that

when he fell the noble lord must |

art way at least
cannot count

fall with him,
Brethren in erime
much upon respect.

“1 have come, my lord,” the priest
gaid ns ho shook tiu: snow from his
robe and then took o seat by the
furnnce pipe.

“And how i3 the count ™ asked
Olpa.

“He 18 recovering, I am sure.”

“Does Kopani say so ™

“Yos, He says he will have him
out within & month*

“By heavens, Savotano, this must
not be.”

“But tell me, my lord, what is the
particular need of the count’s de-
parting

The duke gazed his visitor n fow
moments in the face and then spid:

“Why, since the affair interests
you, I'll tell you, Thus far I heve

id you promptly all your dues,

ut I cannot do so much longer un-
lees we ean make some of our points
work. My property is on the de-
ercage faet. I have not enough left
to live on. Within the past three
years I have mada some bad ven-
tures. I put it into— But never
mind; su it for mo to say that
I am at the end of my fortune.”

The duke wia nbout to say that
he had placed large sums in the
hands of the Minister Gallitzin for
the purpose of carrying out the con-
gpiracy by which the Princess So-

wos to have boen pleced u
rha throne, with Gallitzin for ':::
rime minister and himself also high
power. e chose not to tell of
this. And no wonder, for heads had
ere then been taken to pay for such
indiscretiona

“And now if this count survives I
thus have one source cut off. My
half of Drotzen is used up and mort-
goged to him, but if he dies the
whole comes to me. His father and
myself murnied sistors, and they
owned Drotzen, and on his gide the
count is the only heir. 8o in the
event of hia death the whole comes
to me. Yon understand this now.”

“Perfoctly,” returncd the priest.
“And 'tis o Bit)' your first effort did
not suceecad.

“So it is,” seid the duke uncasily.
“When I sent him with that mes-
eage to the gunmaker, 1 folt sure
he would be slain, and then 1 hoped
that the other could be disposed of
for having slain him. But the em-
peror has turned all my plans up-
fide down, for the present at least.
Suvotano, you must have o hand in
Damonoil’s medicine!™

“That is easily done, my lord*
replied the priest quictly.

“You have free access there #”

”Yull

“And can you not watch with him
some night?”

*I think I can.”

“Then do so. When he is dead,
200 duecats are yours.”

“Then he dies.”

“Good! And now there is onmo
more. This gunmaker must be got
out of the way.”

“Ah ¥ utiered Bavotano, loaking
np”mcrodulnusly. *Do you mean
o]

“Most nssuredly I do”

“But why him ?

“Do you fear to undertake the
work #*

“Not at all, my lord. 1 only wich.
od to know why he wis wanted
awny.

“The renson i simple. I must
marry with Roealind Valdoi Her
propesty is worth the whole of Drot-

fen twice fold—over two million of

dncats.”

“So much® uttered the priest,
opening his cyes with greedy won-
der.

*Yes; it s cne of the finest o
tates in Moscow, and it pays her now
a yearly income of a hundred thou-
gand dueats. She does not know i
Hn, ha, ha!*

“Ha, hn, ha' Wughed the priest
in concert.  “She doesn’t, eh P

*Na; she knows nothing nboat it,
Put 1 must secure this, and in order
to do it 1 must marry her, and—
if I would be gure of that this ae

cursed gunmaker must be ong of the !

way."”
“Rut what 12 ke to hoer 7%
“She Joves him.”
*And 15 not your authority”"—
“Hold, Savotana. 11l explatn to
you in & few words. I'm afraid the

VLML as taken a funey te .
e 4 - Wr“{'“ltulll'i'c ‘.- . rl 1 3 ) g o 1 :l uf:
prvieh, wing e Ui whe | 000
would pay him well and ready to let TR e hind. 1 aﬁ-‘ll
| himself then to uny une who could ol LI o oy e ! .j: [nrm 1‘!-1.
ssve hin Nfe. - Dlgn wos @ man of | V0 5 perfornt th
plots and schemes.  He fancied that | 0000 leased to
soch & man ss Savotano might pe| MU0 Y b Be isnass W
af nse W him, 20 he proposet U l..r-_ rot he privst, wit
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save him if he would perve bis bene “Yuu sha'l bave the opportunity.

Put firve the young
Novul inken vute

1 thivk 1 vax o that, my
lord.”

“And how will you dodt ¥

1 guppose you don’t want him

wit where e cun got ol snd come
beck here”

“No.
about 12.”

1 will.”

SNy, Smingt e =
that in possible way suspicion
can fall upon me. You must con-
trive some: way o that suspicion
ehall be lod at once to some appar-
ent puint and there baffled.”

"E.ul\-' me alone for that, my
lord. 1 can eall heip if 1 want it

“Are there not IuLl-". 3 in the eity
where 4 bodv ean he mdden-—whero
it may be so disposod of and nev-
or b found ¥ asked tho duke nas the
thoughl came 1o his mind.

“Never mind,” returned the oth-
er, with a contident nod of the head.
“1f 1 meddle with the matter, it
ghall be well done™

“Very well.  I'll trust it with

you.”
For an few moments after this
there was o dead silenee, during
which only the moaning of the wind
could be heard. But at length the
duke started up, and, with sadden
cnergy, he sald

“Ah, Savotano, there i one thing
L came nigh forgetting. You have
henrd of this strange monk—Vladi-
mir his name 1"

“Ave, and 1 have seen him too.
You mean that huge lump of human
fat #

“Yes. And now tell me who and
what heds. He wis at the duel, and
I know he has been here to my
house Who 13 he®”
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PossiBiLTiEs 0F THE POSTAL SYSTEM,

Cheap Mall Facilities One of the Chiel Factors
ta Our Prosperity and Progress.

zee. % dane o
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“ Comttion 1s the
most valuable of ctvdl henetits |s such a
comumonpia matter, that we scarcely
ive it a thoaght., 3t would take o win
ter on a. whader mipped! f3 an i
make us truly appreciable of the worth
of the postal srvice. What a wonder-
ful thing it ' Wonderful in its organ-
ization, with its vast mmchinery for the
collection and distribution of letters, its
milway mall cars, its route riders, the
unfailing order anml precision of its
methods. Wandeorful it 1s too in its re-
sults. It knits together families widely

mplace " The

separnted. It carries across the sea
some tender lover's messaye or perhaps
a little flower pleked from the daisied
grave of an Engliak o} wd, Hvery
hour of e { bag is packedd
with woprds whict ot love anul laugh.
ter, and words which deepen the furrow
fon the cheek ond dim the filing sight
with hitter tears

But with all % there s golng on
through the mat! service a dissemina.
ton of human Knowiedge, a4 reaching
out of human help which 15 one of the
crowning blesstngs of oar century. The
correspondence schools lid by Chautau-
qua, are sending to cvery village and
hamlet the broader ktow ¢ which is
8o eagerly craved by muny who are shut
in to the homely duttes of a humble
life, Without the madl system this plan
of education would be .-11rrrrchr:1hlr,

Every matl, too, earrles from the great
centerd, the advice of great physicians,
which it would he imposable for the
distant public to oftaia were it not for
the aalls. Few people realize how
many thousand people depend on the
mail service for medical treatment. Not
long when some postal affairs were
hlm;ﬁxum'd in ﬂ:‘:n:lkm with the
erection of the new postoffice huilding
in Buffalo, N. V., soine light was thrown
on this subject hy the statement that
the matl by Dir B V. Plerce amounted
daily to mmething over 1,500 pleces
Of conrse this s not & common enae, be-
cause Iy, Plerce’s relation s chiefl ocon-
siulting  physactin to Buffalo's famous
institution, The | Iids’ Hotel und Sur-
gienl Institute, m wWlvice and
that of his stafl f nesrly & woore of
skilledl and expreriencod spectalistsa muach
songht after, « dly by oy
the treatment aml
fiscases I [Ner

. i en, 1o
& of whose spectal
hias devoted over
thirty years of almost constant lahor

Put though this example 15 out of the
ordinmary, it may serve ws an evidence of
the aatising Ietwhits reaged by the pub
lic from the mall servi [1 puts every
outl ying hamlet o touch with the most
advanced medical spectaiism of theday
It ives ol n oot Of A iwocent -T.'.lnlp,
the skill and cxpertience that it has takesn
vears 10 aequire Literaliy at the rost
of a two-ceni stunp, aoce D, PMerce
invites sck women to consult him W

letter without charpe = (his woual

sectn tn b one of th emarkable
mervices readerod by I wystem,
perhaps Lthe e b of ui For
while it s a splendid thing to be able to
shop in New York while living in Kan
sk, annd & prand thing o b able to
command the kuning of great pro
fossors while wink o the Mrehignn
woodks, it ts n sl grander thing that by
means of this cheuply supplied srvice
wen like Dr. Plérce, who have the dis
wmitton o e helrtn = énahled o
i.', s thetr akill and knowledge at the
dtsposal of those wh re being dragged
down by disease, without the poosibality

| of help from those abot them. When
I ‘ omtemplates I far reach
i nefits of th » Inthefly

minkes
poedanan
Mg i1 I

-
I :.“---_ L .';‘, i i { Are

[t makes one 1 Ko taking his hat off
‘ to the on-resbhiang mail trn, and cheer.

ing the work amd wiwd
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THE HOY(E GOLD CURE,
An In Treatment by which
br are Belug Cared Daily
in Spite of Thewselves,

Ne Noxious Doses. No Wenhenlog of
the Nerves. A Pleasast and

It is now gencrally known and
understood that drankenness s »
diseast and not & wenkness, A
body filled with polson and perves
complotely  shaltersd by periodical

cure themsalves at home without
publicity or loss of time from busi-
néss by shis wopderful “Home Gold
Curl™ SLich Las Letlpguiioviend dlier
muny yeurs of close sgudy and trewe-
wend of inebriates, The fulthful use

[vrful discovery
anteed  to cure the inate
cuse, no matger how hard u drinker,
Our records show the marvelous
iransformation of  thoussnds o1
drunkards into sober, Industrious
and apright men,

Wives care your hushands!!
Children cure your fathers!! This
remedy i3 in no sense a postram but
i» n specifie for this disease only and
I8 so ckillfuly devised and prepared
thas it is thoroughly soluble and
plessunt 10 the taste so that it can be
given in a cup of ten or coflee with-
out the knowiedge of the peison

have cured themselves with
priceless remedy and a3 mweny more
have been cursd and made tomperate
men by having the “Care” adinin-
istered by loving friends and reis.
tives without their knowledes, in
tes or coffee and believe today that
they discontinum drinking of thelr
own free will, Do not wait, Do

wceording so directions of this wond |
is pmil-lwl.Luw- |
LI

taking i, Thousands of drunkards|
this |

]

The Kind You

Iave Always Dong !

or constant use of in liy- Las  ease oV 0 yoars, hos born
uGrs, requires no antidote le ui ' 3 Al Dot Bock's ‘
muﬂ;:::j‘ and -dll?u:lag llt:ih: ,4? 3 wh-al. A Bauh sl wiy . :
hl.‘m &&’m n.":;':uwgl . I f:“":" Aﬂuw 1o ohe lodecelve ol ln thiv

All Conntertolts, Imitations and “ Jest-as-good " nre bab
Experiments that trifle with and endanser the health of
Infants and Children—Experience ageinsl Eineriment

What is CASTORIA

Castoria !5 a harmless substitute for Castor Oil, Paro-
goric, Drops and Seoothing Syraps. It 1 Pleasant, I8
contaius neither Oplam, Morphine nor othier Narveotio
| substance, s ago is its guargnioe, It desiroys Waorms
and alluys Feverishness, It eares Diarrivea and Wind
QColie. 1t relleves Teething Troubles, ciuries rinChprant S
and Flatulenc ys It msslmilates the Food, revplotes tho
Btomach andl Bowels, giving healthy aud noatursl slecp.
The Chililren’s Panncen—The Mother's Pricial,

cenvine CASTORIA Auwavs

Bears the Signature of
7 7”7

bl diens

~ The Kind You Have Always Bouglit

In Use For Over 30 Years.

About five years apo my fight ous beg
my heaging 16 this enrentirely

ber ol physiwians, among others, Lhe mo
only an operation ecould help me sl o
then cease, bt the hearing in the affvcte

1then saw your adeertisement accide
ment, After | hivd weed it anly o fow day

heartily aod beg 1o reminin

1 underwent & treatmient for catasth. for throe

toeddny. after five wocks my hearing 10 the disea
Very traly sour
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Asthma Cured ree

Asthmalene Brings Instant Reliof and Permanent
Cure in All Cases

Write your Name and Address plaind

T wie troubled with Asthma for 200

. | s .

ON RECEIPT OF POSTAL,
There & pothing ke Asthmalens [t
brings instent relif, oven the worst
cases, [t cures when all eles [uils,
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