:
é:

i

%fi

i

27

a2

s
-
'

water for the pa-
as he wanted bever-

Ii somewhat like those they
had before contained. But the nurse
wis diuela;l.no;e:o use them. Ev-
t peticnt was to
mm to keep under her own
in the kitchen, and she was
most ularly cautioned
et to gain
e o
that score. He
transact,
back to spend
the count’s
events that
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. | Rarie followed on.
erooked one, and more than once
the youth had another inclination
to stop. He had no direct fear, but
yet he had some just grounds for
doubt.
been attempted sgainst the count
he might have had no such doubts
now, but as it was he tho
if one attempt had been made to
ruin him through the emperor’s dis-
pleasure by the man who was now
trying to murder the count it would
not be at all improbable that some
more effective plan should be a
ed toward him.
thus when they came to a cross lane
full as narrow as this, into which
the

with a sledge he asked that you
might be sent for™

“Been hurt, has he®

“Yu' m.lﬂ

“Badly ™

g | hﬁm no bones are broken,
but he is so badly sprained that he
cannol walk.”

“Ah, then pl:l'luﬂn be waats me
to carry him bome.

“I can't say as to that, sir. Th{
only sent ¢ to find you. 1 dom
know the man pyself”

There yas something so frank in
the statement thus made that Ru.
ric believed it all honest, und he
stood no longer tn doubt.

“I will go,” he said. “But lead
the way «inick:ly, for 1 have no time
to waste.
wer¥ it Yond v forto e y.-m.:ﬂ‘.!
want to follow,” answered the man.

And thus speaking he turned

back, and, having gone some dozen

rods by the way they had both.come,
he turned down & narrow strect
which Jed toward the river. Half

way down this be went, and then he
turned again—this time to the left
—and thus Ruric found himself in
& narrow, dark lane, within which
the snow was deep and almost un-
trodden

“Look ye,” cried the youth, stop-
as he found himself over knees

in snow, “I think wo have gone
about far enough in this direction.”

“This is the shortest way,” said

the stranger giide apologetically.
“I did not think the snow Wwas s
deep here.  But it’s only in the next
street.”

“Then on you go.” »
the stranger started, and
The lune was a

Had he not seen what had

ught that

t-
He was pondering

goide turned.
k ye once more, sirrah!”

cried the youth, now stopping short.
“Do you call this a tt:ect.g”

“You, sir, and on this street we

shall find the man we seck. It is
only a short ent from where he is
to the inn where your horse is, so

the mh“‘“ .h':i:“ 'm'; {on won't have to retrace these dn-
W exercise his diabol- | po. ways. Only a little farther,
sclence nobleman. sir® g :
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my lifo to you. And

knows—for the fecling is even
now firm in my soul—that I will
always remember how you saved
me, and I will never think, never,
of the sad blow you struck me.
Come—come to me when you can,
for- now — new — a8 God lives, 1

0]
in a high,
itatodi(- :
on of any kind. I he had had even
&
cared not. But he did not show his
thoughts to his guide.
opened with a creak upon its frosty
hinges, and by the dim starlight the
youth could sce an o
yond, and farther still a house of
some kind loomed up.

“But I don’t like this.”
“Why, biess you, sir, if you wish

to go direct to the inn where your
[ horse s this will be the nearest

ell, on you go.”
And on they went, now slippi
their

on the ice, now in the snow to

knees and anon stumbling along
over frozen hubbles and deep holes.
At length the gui

stopped and
pened a small gate which was fixed
thick brick wall. Ruric hes-
re agnin. He had no weap-
tol or a sword, he would have

The gate
n court be-

“This place scems not to be used

much,” remarked Ruric as he saw
the snow in the court was trodden

!F:::]MI Itr“;"lnw I l;':: EP?:::: but I.itt?q, only one or two tracks
mured Ruricdn a husky, tremulous :::':’i VUL Croms: the pwte 40, S

voice. And with these words, com-
ing from the very depths of his
soul, he turned away and left the

*“Ah—yes—you said—what 7’
“] said this place didn’t scem to

Seard 2 be used much,” the yputh repeated
count unb.i moved tt.t:w:rn:! lh:ro;:?: :: he R, S f"u"‘?:"‘"j
door and thanked God that 'twas o | 1S, Srst time.

which fell upon his ears,
thoee who know not what
troe forgiveness is know not the ho-
liest emotion of earth!

and was just upon
the point of crossing street
his name pronounced
ind him. He stop-
around and saw a
man approaching him.
to distinguish
fuces plainly even at a usual conver-
:;;i:ml mmnel .d;l:'t Rurie was not
in ing that the man
who had thus hailed him was &
stranger. He was a medium sized
man and #o closely enveloped in his
bonnet and pelisse that his form and
features would have been hidden
even had it been lighter than it wae.
to me ™ asked the

“Then arc wanted a fow mo-
ments at residence of a leuten-
ant named Orea”

“Alaric Orsa™ asked Rurie.

same.”

"lhl:nl‘i: does not live here in the

is here now, at any rate, and,
would see you.”

“But you said he was at his resi-
- our hern, who
was fearful that some evil might be
meant for him.

“l1 know nothing to the contra-
ry, air,” the steanger returned
w. “All 1 can say is Alarie

has fallen upon the e and
hurt himself severcly and upon he-
ing informed that you wyre near by

i

“Ah, yes—a—the ususl entrance
is tho other way, by the sledge
path.”

“And where is that 7 Rurie ask-
ed, not being able to see any such

th.

“Oh, it's around on the other
ﬁil]"’.“

By this time they had reached the

door of the house, which onr hero
could now see had an old, dilapidat-
ed appearance, and the guide plied

the iron knocker with zeal. Ere
long a man made his appearance
with a lantern in his hand.

“Ah! Has the gunmaker come #°
the latter nsked.

“Yes,” returned the guide.

“Well, I'm glad he's here, but I |-

don't believe Orsa iz fit to move,”
said tho first spenker. And then,
turning to Ruric, he said;

“Put I'm glad yow've come, sir,
for the licutenant wishes to sce you
very much. This way, =ir”

is wos all o frank and prompt
that the youmg man began to think
he had heen a fnol for being fright-
ened,  Ile followed the man with
the lantern into the hall, and from
thenes down a long flight of stairs
into a basement, The lantern did
not give much light, bat 1t was =affi-
cient to reveal the fact that the
house was an old one and not very
large, for Ruane could see windbws
upon the opposite side of the hall
which looked out of doors. As he
reached the foot of the stairs he
found himeelf apon s brick floor,
and he saw the walls were of stone.
A little farther on a door was apen-
¢d, and thie led to & small apart-
ment, within which was a fircplace
and a good fire harning.

“There, good sir,” said the see-
ond guide, “if you will wait a fow
moments € will go and see how the
lieutenant is.”

As soon ss Ruric was left elone

THE HOME S0LB CU RE, !

he looked about him. The roem |As 1§ as Treatment By s kich

was of moderate size for a small - ‘..:'}m;,‘ Pty

howse, and the idea of inhabiting = :

the collars was a common one in |Ne Bases, No Wealivming of
the Serves. 3 1Teas8ol and

Muscow during the winter seasonh.
The windows, two in number, were
close up to the ociling and very
small and were patched with
of board In two or three :
Ere lopg the man came hack. snd
with him eame taree others, one of
whom the youth recognized as the
individunl who had conducted him
to the bouse,

“Orsa will see you, sir,” said he
with the lantern.

Rurie arose to follow him, the
other three men appronching the
fire as though they would remain

C fnebe, © B8 sk Mwciasil Hwe  dikid

and through into the room
heyond when he thonght he heard
footsteps behind him. It was a slid-
ing, shuffling sound, and he turned
his head to see what it was. As he
did ga he received a blow which
# hitn and which would
have felled an ordinary man to the
floor. Ile red himself quickly
up, but before he could fairly turn

t he received a second blow,
heavier thuan tb;u kﬂm,‘ Emh
hrought him upon his knoees. an
inatant all four of the men were up-
on him, and hcouldmthatt!::g
had in their hands with whi
to bind him. With all his might he
threw the fellow who held his right
hand back agninst the wall, and ag-
other he sent in an opposite diree-
tion, and in a moment more he
would have been upon his feet, but
just at that instant a noose was
adroitly slipped over his head, and
ns the rope tightened aboat his
neck he was drawn back upon the
brick floor aguin.

“Now, resist any more, and we'll
choke you as sure as fate!” cried the
man who had held the lantern and
now had a hold upon the rope.

“Oh,” groaned Ruric, while the
massive cords worked like cables in
hiz arms and shoulders, “give me a
fuir chance! Let me up and free—
then lock your doors, if you please!”

“No, no, good sir,” replied the
ruflian, with a wicked smile. “Wo
know your power, and we are not

to test 1t furﬂQ:r. We have
hne(‘! trouble emough already. Shall
W —

The man stopped & ing, for at
that moment mothg?knm Wis
slipped down over Ruric’s head, and
ere he could avoid it it had been
drawn tightly about his arms. Ile
waa now at the mercy of his eaptors,
and, having rolled him over upon
his breast, they proceeded to secure
his arms behind him, which, being
done, they bade him to rise. Of

eourse he could have no desire to lio |

there upon the cold bricks, and he
got upon his feet as ns he eould.

ow, Rurie Nevel, I will conduct
{:: to your own apartment,” said

leader of the gang.
“But wherefore is this #* the gun-
maker rendered  almost

hless with the mingled cmo-
tions of & and anger. “Why
have ye done this? Whose hirelings
are yo that ye thus waylay and seize
upon an honest man who has done
no harm to any of you

“Never mind that now, =™ t
ruffian mllg answered, “ﬁl'ﬁcc
for you to know that you are safc
for the present.”

“But will ye not tell me what this
is for?* There is some intent.”

“Yes, and come with me and you
ghall gee, Come”

Thus speaking, the man turned
once more, and, having picked up
his lantern, he moved on, while the
others, taking Ruric by the arms,
followed after. The prisoner mada
no resistance now, for he knew that
it would be useless. At a short dis-
tance another flight of stairs was
reached.

“Down here?” uttered Ruric,
with a shudder.

“Of course. You'd froeze up
here”

These words struck harshly npon
the youth's soul, for it wtml
he wns to be detained in this lone-
gome place.

At the bottom of these stairs they
came to o vaultel passage, at the
end of vhic-]ln Rwu “ Amn This was
opened, and Ruric was led through
into the place heyond. He cast his
eyes quickly mbout, and he found

mistress, and she closed the recital
with some opinion of her own
wherein Rurie Nevel was held up as
a pattern after which all men who
wished to win the love of woman
should he made.

But before any answer eould he
made by Reealind the door of the
apartment was aopened, and the duke
eatered. He smiled very kindly as
he bowed to his ward, and then,
with a wave of his hand, he motion-
ed for Zenohie te withdraw, and aft-
er the attendant was gone he took a
seat close by his fair charge, The
maiden looked up into his facn, and,
though there wie no serious ook
there as yet, still she could plainky
see that he had something of more
than uaval tulr-rtanm'- on his mind.
She shuddered as she gazed upon
him, for she conld not help it
There was something in the look of
the man—a sort of hidden intent,
w‘hv:h mn;:w out in his tone and
glanee, o meaning, somothy
which he hafl never zpoken, brﬁ
which was yet manifest—that mos-
ed her thus. What it was she conld
not tell. Tt wos the prompting of
that instinct of the human soul
which may repel an ohjeet while
yet the working mind detects no
arm.
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