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THE GUNMAKER |
OF MOSCOW.

By
SYLVANUS COBB, JR

“Poace, habbler!” the esciied lool
hissed, snatching the weapon and
then turning quickly upon the gun-
maker.

Thus far Rurte had remained si-
lent, but he felt it his duty to speak
now,

“Sir eount,” he suid in a tone s
stern and suthoritative and with a
lock o commanding that the other
Wis hi 'is u:pl"luqaii :‘.' il *1 :anit 1
speak one word.  You have provok-
el a quarrel with me, and you have
challenged me. 1 have no {ear of
death when duty ealls for my life,
hut 1 would not die thus, nor would
1 slay a fellow being thus, Six sep-
arate times toduay since our swards
first crossed have I sgparcd your
hife"—

“Liar!”

—“and twice have I had you he
fore mo unarmed,” Ruric continued
without noticing the interruption.
“I had hoped this would have shown
you that 1 sought not harm to you
and, furthermore, that you wore no
mateh for me at this kind of work.”

“Out, fool I” yelled Damonofl, now
fairly frothing with rage. “If you
dare not cross swords nguin, say so,
but do not erawl off like & cownrd I

“One word more,” utlered Rurie,
paling for an inatant béncath the
unmerciful insult of the senscless
tongue that assailed him, and he
stood proudly creet while he spoke,
“hofore these men here sssembled
and before God I swear that thus
far I huve spared vou, but my own
life may be tlm forfeit if I trifle with
you more. Bo now beware. You
have sufficient warning.”

Perhaps the count really over-
looked J‘IG facts of which Hurie had
spoken. In his ungovernahle rage
he may have fancied that “twas onty
accident that had worked ngainst
him. However, he started forward
once moro and made a furious lunge
at his antagonist,

“Now,” he gasped, “play wour
best, for my eword's my own.”

But Rurie spoke not. He saw that
tho count was stronger than before
—for his rage scemed to give him a
maniac’s power—and that he was
carnest only for life or death. He
struck quickly and furiously, and
his movements were strange and un-
precedented. He threw up all rules
of exercise and cut and thrust only
in wild madness. Twice Rurie came
nigh being run through, o lost all
run of his opponent’s play and
quickly saw that he must put a stop
to the conflict or run the risk of
leaving & childless mother in liis
home to see that day’s sun sink.

“Will you give o'er 7 he asked as
he struck the count’s point down.

“Never! Submit to such as yon?

Bah!”

A few moments more the contlict
lasted. One more opportunily he
had at Damonoft's heart, and he
s]mrod him. All present saw it sayve
the madman.

“Fool!” uttered the monk, who
trembled from head to foot with ox-
citement, his huge belly shuking like
a bag of jelly. “Will vou throw
away yvour own life, IRurie Novel?
ﬁhnfl 1 tell your mother you loft her
of your own will¥”

This mention of hia mother ealled
the last lingering doubt from Ru-
ric's mind. Again he struck the op-
posing point down, and then he
pressed his own peint upon ihe |
count’s bosom. He aveoided (the
heart—he tried to avoid the vituls— |
but he threw his wrm forward, and j
his glittering blade ]m«m! through
the fool’s hody. With an expres
gion of pain upon his features he
started back nnd rested hie rocking
point upon the trodden snow. The
count came furiously on agnin, but
he struck wildly and at random, Ru
ric merely warding off his blows, un-
til finally his arm sank. On the next
moment his sword fell from his
nerveless grasp, and he sank, faint
ing, back into the arms of his at- |
tendants, |

|

CHAPTER V1.
NEFORE THE EMPEHOR

“Is he dead 7 asked Ruric, start-
ing ?Iuickly farward. |

“Ilold, my son,” wutlered the
monk, laying his hand upon the |
young man's arm. “Surely you have
nothing to fear. It was none of
your work, no more than if you had |
run your sword to the heart of a !
wild beast that had attacked you.”

“But I did not touch his heart,”

quickly returned the youth, I was i :

eareful of that. I would have struck
him upon the head with the flat of
my sword, but I feared 1 might
break his skall.” -
“He is not dead yet,” answered
the surgeon as Ruric pressed for- |
ward and asked the question o sec- |
ond time. “ITe has only
from the shock of the blow, conpled |
with his own fears and passions.” |
“But will he die®" Rune asked, |
kneeling down by the fullen man's |

side. '

“1 eannot yet tell,” the doetor
said, at (he same time wiping the
blood away, which was fowing froes |
Iy.
“But why not probe the wound |
now # suggested the monk. “Now
is the best time, for the place = not
yot inflamed, and while he i thus in
pensible he will be froe from pain.”

The surgeon at one saw the i

-
fuinted | ¥

truth snd proprioty of this, and he
edied to act upon the sugges.

tion. Haring ecleoted a probe which
sred applicable, he examined

'.I'l-" W
gerly and with & painful expression.
“] do not think this’ wound is

: the surgvol Tepold ted as he

curyviuil feit his Wuy n;ul ‘Lﬂ
pUrse The mieths had take. :ft hl-i

g right lung and on-
v led souwe ol the & 3 Mood
essels, 1 think, with proper care,
he mav reQuvTer”

I hank God!* !».’\‘vnt.’t‘ n;uv‘-ﬂnt-
e Ruric, with his hands |‘lu:£t'n~

“Hut '.\l._\ Bl uh.l'lulw?” i ﬂit""
zer.  “You were ready enough to
sccept his chullenge.”

".Li', elee vou would have called
me coward,” returned the mak-
er, with » flashing eve. “I ad 1 re-
fused to meet him that fatal word
would have met me at every turn. 1
ey (hat sieh & mipn s Tr waus o
cope for me at any game wnero
strength of arm and sloight of hand
were rontired.  So T meant to dis-
arm him and then give him up his
life, believing that such a move
wonld e¢nd the combat. You know
how 1 labored to spare him. But I
could not. Yet I would not huve the
lifo of a fellow being, a countryman,
upon my hands in such a quarrel,
My father died fighting for his coun-
try, and so would I die if my donth
must come from the hand of man,
Hut to die thus would be n enrse
upon Iy nane, and to inflict sueh
death upon another would be a curse
iy memory.”

“I'beliove you, my son,' the monk
snid,  “Only if the count dies yvou
ghould not allow such feelings as
vou mention to overcome you. In
no way are you to blame for this,”

“T'rue, father. You ap;-ak truly,”
added the surgeon. “The young
man has #oted most nobly, and no
blame can be attached to him."

Rurie seomed somewhat relieved |¥

by these assurances, and, having
ggen the count’s wound dressed and
assisted in bearing the insensible
form to the sledge, he took Alarie’s
proffered arm and proceeded to his
own teanm.

“Who is that monk?” asked the
lioutenant as they entered their
sledge.

“I only know that he is called
Vliadimir,” returned Ruric. “I have
only seen him once bhefore. Have
you ever seen him cre this 7

“Yes; soveral times about onr bar-
racks. Ile has been there when
gome of our poor fellows have been
gick and dying. IHe seems to be o
good hearted man and, I judge,
quite intefMligent.”

“I agree with you there,” our hero
gaid. I think ho is a good man, but
there is mnevertheless a mystery
nhont him which I cannot solve,
His countensnce is familiar to me,
and yet I eannot tell where nor when
I have seen Iim.”

“Aye,” added Alarie rsu.ickly and
eagerly; “that is precisely the ease
with me. Iam very sure that I have
soen that man under different cir-
camstances, And others of our com-
pany have thought the same.”

The two men watched the move-
ments of the monk while they thus
spoke, and they noticed that he en-
tered his sledge and drove off to-
ward Borodino.

“Rurie,” #aid the lientenant after
they had ridden some little distance

fand at the same time gazing won-

deringly into his companion’s face,
“vou handle the sword like & magi-
cinn. By my soul, I'd give all T own
at this present moment, my commis-
sion and all, if I could handle the
sword as you can.”

“l do understand the weapon
passing well,” returned the youth
modestly, “but 1 have worked hard
to gain the science.”

“Ah, "tis not all science,” the offi-

' oor added. “That wondrous strength

of yours is a host in itself.”

“And yet,” said Rurie, “1 have
seen weaker men than myself who
woild overcome me cagily or, at
least, who might overcome me.”

“But they were not in this eity,”
suggested Orsa, with a peculiar
shake of the head,

“True, Alarie. 1 am not in the
habit of mentioning my own powers,
but yet 1 may say that there is no
man in Moscow who is my superior
in the use of any sort of offensive
arms™

I'he licutenant readily admitted
the truth of this, and then the con-
verantion turned upon the subjeet
of the count and the eourse ho had
pursued with respect to the event
which had just transpired. This
conversnlion lasted until they reach-
vd the door of Rurie's residence,
awd, having thanked his friend for
his kindness and expressed the hopu
that at some time he might have
man. But "tis too late now. The
die 15 enst, Yot 1 have some joy in
this. You have shed a happy light
upon my dving hour. God blesa

Ruric's feelings were easily movad,
suil there was something in tho deep
niity of this oceasion that

irted his heart to a tender mood,
ind the Jast words of the !\mg man
flowed the enp.  He bowed his head,
i, eovering his eves with one hand
¢ hie held in the other the hand
of Conrad, he wept frecly and si-

ety

At this moment the woman arose
and left the room.

“She's gone,” said the count after
he had recovered somowhst from
the 11{'!"\ emotions which had been
piirred wilhin hiz own soul. “Sit

| down here beside me”

Rurie obeved the request, and aft-

Lor he had seated himself he gnzed

gaddly into the sick man’s face.

“sar, Rarie,” the count asked,
while an cager look oversprend his
foce, “wnst truc what ngnm told

"Nurie watched him en- |
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