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THE WRECK ¢
OF THE MASCOT

By FEEDERIO
VAN RENASELAEK DEY.

Copurwgh. ol by 5 8 MeOlwre %,

E koge fure aml aft salis of »

three masted solooner swung

lazily to starboard, half 0lle

with windl, sod the gracefu

gilded frows thiv Larbor of Batsvia,

A0 the island of Java, rowand the sea
Bhe was the sciiooner Mascot, Hreitish,
Liverpool, Captatin Louuils, et with
colfee, and bad cleared for Philndel

phis, with copviedin te tpsel )

Bamoa amd gt Buvuos Ayt ol route
On board were two men who for
months had bheeu nwaiting wn o oppor
tunity o sip nbound o bewewani
bound vessel of any deseription, for the
bark that bad brought them o Lhat T
corner of the worll, one us mster il
the other as mate, bad been destroyed
by fire while Iytng in the barbor, and
with It had been burned everything
they possessod.

Batavia bhod not becn o pleasant
place In whicli 1o lolter during those
Llstering midsummer doys,  The bu
bonle plaguve mged vimiently, Moo
and woigen patives. nearly afl, to
sure- droppeil dead o the strovts sl
most without warning. Dusiness was
at o stapdwtitl.  Ships bound in ob
servidd the wueping slgnals amd sewd
dedd soawand aucin without dropolisg
anchor, and 0 bod seetoed as 0 the
two sillors wepe fated toe remnin there
always antll the Mascot  pokoed e
pose throash the mornlng nlists one
day In Auzust apd enine to douchor of
the Kraalipwd, o imeaningless mume for
g detached wharr which Hes about &
fathoms off the westorn extremity of
the Larbor. With the schoanor eitne
bope, aid the (wo el Jost no tme In
boardtug e and, Noding that she wis
shorthando !, o ore remdidy gevepted by
the Wt awd Bonpty  waster, oue fs
mate and the other as nble senonn,

titln Lootils when, before lonping the
radl, they carved b of the danger
which threatensd all who anchored in
the harbor of Batavia. “God bloss yon,
ladn, It Is everywhers this voyage
It's the lnbberly plague thnt bas made
me short handed, Both my mates aond
two of my men bave gome noder al
been shotted home. bt 1 eeckon the
rest of us are firepyoof.  Come aboard,
come aboard, Inds; if you want to =ign
articles, I'm your man. Am you Eng
Hshmon ¥

“No, sir; Amerieans” rephied one of
thom. *“That Is, my (rlend here Is real
Iy n Norwegien, Thorgeisen by uatse,
I was master nod Le st mate of the
bark Schuylkill of Philadelphin. burned
In this harbor eight woeeks sgo. My
pame Is Ceaddoek.”

“And you wish o shlp with me, eh ¥

“That we do, sir.”

The arenpgement was spoedily con
oluded. Cradilock beenme first mnte of
the schboner, nd the gigantie Nor
weglan gindly aceepted o place In the

fo'vcastle. The Mascot bLnd  arrived
from Swmnton (where one of her erew
had contracted the plague g bhaiinst, |
and her capinin was  determined o
soon aa be could take on o0 oenige of )
coffee to slip Lis cable aod e o
Fate willedd, however, that Lie shanld
clear In due forim of law, and s tio
day cawe when the schouner put to
sea. Iler course was bl through
tortuons sen of Java, throogh o
Torres strult, and (henee ncross
Gornl sea, between the New Thelirboes!
and the Santa Cruz Islods, to Snmon

For a wook all went well, Then
without warning, thar teerible poalsy |
which precedes the relentliss sirole of |
the plague lnlsgﬂi the captaln In Nl
awful grusp, and I two hotirs he » " |
& corpse. During the sueeveding olght
a sallor perlshed (o the fO'enstle; an
other followed at midday, and wrill an :
other ere the sun bmd set agnin, nmd
on the seventh day after the death of |
the captain Craddock and Thorgensen
found themselves sole stryivors of all
who had sailed omt of the harbor of
Bamvin aboard the schooner )lnmml[
14 days agone,

They weee at that time about & |
miles to the eastward of Torres steall,
for the schooner was elow, and sl !
Bad beoen several (lwes  beetied |
They consulted loug and earnesily i
garding the best conrse to pursue now
that they were slote sbowrd n vesa]
much too bulky for two wen to ol
n anything more than o nzy breoso
To turn back was out of the quesiion |
sloce what little wind there was o
those lutitndes at that senson of th
your wiam nlways contesry, amd. e
sides. they bad experietosd  gul
enonsh of Batavia, It was possible |
that they might make an Auwstralian
port If they could suceeed In crossing
the Coral sen nod striking the nort hern
urm of the south equatorinl drift w hieh
makes to the southward on ol wr &l II
of the southern Aunstfalla curpent, by
which, for several hundred wiles, It s
Aividesd o twain.  On the other o,
If they could suceeed In erossing the

Cornl sea withont accldent thvy w ..uldl

be mueh nearer Bamoa, nnl-well, they
tossedl *n coln and  dechded wpon the!
orlginal destination. |

Nelther had expetiencend any svmp

toms of the plague, and both belleved | ond to end,
theinselves oxompt.  They, howevor |
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around aboor wte e ober uF the tind |
waters e fub] niglibler se ey Jisiea |
wpnlnst et roeko, ordy 19 e lnsisd |
wlegilesyly back agan. Bot et “Har
wa vy fid nar wern T THe = 1.1
ve'w deck. Only. (e spear zod "\".;\1|

of el throwt by by wisd redeled |

afler Aol Tlosr wis bl o bnvalh of
alr sthrring atd Lad nul beea for weeks,
amd alevady they were more g Ueer
woels onud Troso Bamvia,

“We canno ke b thiree fithoms
without wind,” mwplied Craddock tes
tiy.

“fiot thas will come after awhile”
Inughad Tharg s,

“Are. that It will-too much of it y
w il 3 shges Cuiv, ‘ fi Wiy ::.-15-"-.? T:-I ;.'-I_;‘:‘ “_.
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“In the doldrums, o, Crag? Cheer | #H0e tie Inst bado thoa beth good
WP, mntes we'ty together, anytiow. We | 0L

to sheep. the weather Is warm, and--1

sy, Craddock., whon did yon take an south men it by Hentt ae et 1 e

ohwervation " 1o renlise thnt (he fempest Lo oo |
i, Ondy the whils #xppuse of

“I don't remember. A week or more [ A

ago. LU s on the log.” et 10 e soartl pnd west with iis hage
“We have drifted some sinee then.” unrafhed, rollieg swolls gl :_? COTpR
“Naturaily, ') take anoiler tomorp. | 0f tieschoines fying fall rive taibamn

ruw.® . out uf reach of e snuomit of the high-

“Well, It's your wateh on deck, and ! st lwave of the rustloss wator, s
gled, broken, duiphite wase eviidine

I otien o™ . -

The Norweginn nodiled and, whistling | g torrite i af e e that
gayly, for nothing seemed capable of = wady pigeh 1 "~ The
dampening his spivits, went below, LT AN St R : lan

At midnight Craddock called him apd | WA 10 ofldeiee WiLT Thi mii o at
took hils trlek fn e ealbin Inxt aver the workd, 1 et

The Notwegian uodled st bis post, | Piaeved the detivhs witich «97 caed bm |
e threw bitmse!” upoti & coll of rope| dmd 00 Fricid, gl a1 Lvr, senehat

#! . Ldlly Lrudee], Ll oy o |

boar the wheol, yawnnl sleeplly nod :
with oue last glunce ot the starlit sky [ 8piulied they Stood shle by fide wpan
choned hiis eyes In slumber, He bad | the allsmanticd amd bralton (5
done It night after night.  What use Before thom was the ondl
was there in keeplng wateh over that of water. beurath thow the rtiranded
desorted sea where nover o sall nor a | W0l of the Mowor, iehind 1hem, when|
puff of wind was evident¥ { wonderipgly e taencd tyele Dosds

Twa hovrs Inter away off toward the | discover the meaning of (e sbaduw
southeast, scomingly opt of the sea, | that wis st upon 1he sy louinal a
appeared & clond. Tt rose and spread | buge. cone shaped mountai of of sl
and grew, becoming denser and blacker | lan formation, which gllstened evin oy
as It soared toward the zenith, driviog | e shudy side, whete the vss af the
onward In the diretion of the beealm- | Fisen sue cotld nop Touch e s
od schooner with frightful rapidity, | Bt was o woomtsin wlioa tow
muttering omivously like a huge beast | about LG £t Wnts 1l atr, shaped

d streteh

charging upon suddenly discovered | Hke o plocasg @ choep Sl the tap
peey. et off siontly’ & nid evelnly 1y ilrde

With & rush and a roar It descended. | of the disianc o where the summit
The schooner hevled over on ber beam | might Lave 1o o nd the farmation

onds.  The Norwegian was flung like n | continued on tnagnesl apex. N

puff ball tnto the lee scuppers, stunned, | Where was ihe cauothor bit of tand o
hloeding, senseless. There canme o snap- | wight, nwd 1k W Ay e deslg-
ping and then a crashing like the boon- | pated by s di . nu :
ing of heavy guns, and the theee masts, | There 18 0o pocd fo coumeat upon
one nfter nuother, went by the boards. | thelr conjectintes ol fhede plana.  The
Huge seas which bad leaped up out of | towering wountaln come Hpevally out of
the ocean nt the eall of the tempest | 1O son and. Wi ol Cxorptlon of the
entae tumbling and pounding and beat rock ppon whieh: tho wmek of the
ing over the I fated eraft, tearing schooner veareth, tiere was notlilng vlse
away the wreckage by a fortunate cip- | than watel Ju sisht —vater and sky
cumstance and thus permittiog the hall | A0d e nod clbuds, Ah, yes: thore
to half right ltsell, wais ane more thiog—n aud bicd, which

Then out through the confused mn“i futtered Jdown feot the Holghis abay o {
of ropes aud wpars and stays aod | rested for o oomentoupon e wrod
shronds lenped Craddock.  He selzod | and then seared awuy oagein until 1
un nx and felt his way through the in- | disappednsd In the direetion of the |
onse darkoess from pines o pin we, | motntain'y top

It was loag after noott when that oe |
carrell, afor Cradidoek hod fonnd the
Iplements of pavigntion among e |

| wreckage lis the calin and by taklug
| an observation hnd deelded that they |
were In latitude 2210 south sl Jong!
| tade 17815 west. - He found also the
water msonked chart. bt it aTorded
+ them po nforination There wus nf
| record of such 8 Lwnzitalu ot thp b spag, |
I AR that be could determlne vpon wis
that they wore damme Spndreds of mlios
southwesively ITrom the Toova tshamnls
and that the pearest polot of lamd was
| the island of KasTa, 200 miles or more
o the vorthwest.

Py rhust Dl Beleod s oty Jospdration;
to the Norwegian, ©

“Monntaln ar o tountalno, sealsh
or not, Cead,” Le snid mlior watéhing
the bivd untll it disappretred Dom vjow
on lis povorn Qlght, “thea o nee thees pinl
earth agd foenlh wan ¢ thw svienit
or perlings on the otber side of thut
monntaln Mat bind would not be
bete without them.”

Investigation demonstenled that one
of thie Doats might Iw ropaired, and
they began work upon {6 &t ohiee. Wa-

s . Lyts
“Arewid o7 the ploguwg ™’ sloonded Coapiean ::;,f.?']m':t:(;.l-_ T..fj,:,t"...:'l ,i.l.'., ‘“:','.::.
b alijont Intact, sivhouzh ommlikel abont
o the mowt ahject confosion,
It s not nevessary to onter ioto the |

striking here, cutting there, with every
stroke releasing the vessel of part of
the welght she wias dragging abd which detalls of thelr 1hive duys" =arch |
throntened 1o necomplish ler utter des arotnd thet mountaln of 4 .',,,t'"l '“'h, ;,
struciion. At last in one of the vivid S e b . y
Al ol exvsind two . |
finshies of lightning he discovercd his ' .1,:,\”:,_’ ‘“m,n:':‘l\_?‘ _h:lil:::::.?::
fricod wedged In between the brokem T .l;“, ;.‘. “'_. _Im_u l; uI;Ii evoen ﬁ;lh"
:;::“:::::‘l:im:ﬂ::hl:’u’;l:‘l:f w:‘y":x:l::" wive it bk aod ebloag iole as large ns
offe - .
covdod o dragglog him aft, aod there, N e e
afiet lnshing &S g flionged i mhove the surface of the wen and dk
Einn ot the wheel, he seized lln-‘-‘.i.onkcn Fealy 0¥t the Dinde whoed (e Schogs
and slowly but surely shifted 1he rud- & WasRratuled. .10 wes Hal BREH thiy
dur until the mhodtier few Quad before | W0 ‘thaukied Eveey, hog of finding
the wind, travelisg wits frighitul ve- anotlier ot they marnd their atton
3 tlom to thar, and they wonkld pot serd
Tocliy. n dis I r Y -

o mantlul, useless thing. with ously have considerod It cvem then bl
It pot heen o the land hind wileh bud
citllen]l npon themy the day wfter the
It stotm. "

Thorgensen that the island vontnined n

g, seething water drenching her from

it fact alooy bad convipesd |

A blacker olght there never was,

took the prevaution to thoroighly funl | wis a8 rthough blindness had descend- - {

gate the sehoouer In the hope that they
might spoak some craft which would
affomd themn assistance

They passed throngh Torres strai
and ot upal the Coral son, nod ther
for dny= arul days they doanted wily i w
dead calim  days which lengthened nto
weeks tntl] they almost coased 1o beep
note of the tizht of thme nor Lot b red
themselves with the custommry mhiibeg
obwervations at a thoe wihen s mle
and longitode could chance only by po
smatl & feaction that It bevding. o
sevininely vecless ek, Thoe ooyl
to take 1heis bemrings when thope wos
brecse enonah to render thewm valnabis,
ey thoneiit.  Bat (hey forget or Y
did not kpow the [nduebee of the co
ter vurrents wihich soeake through
Coral s, Influeneed Ly siilden sl
Heror oinpests  apd by sGblorrinean
vonvnintons which abeund i that pe
ghon.

Experienced sailors both, every ling
on board was prepancd for e J
rlen  Axes were lisled within «
reach of the halyands, whore (e
might be weized upon and used ar o
moment’s notice should one wf thos

J

place of pw
cirious pesring plage, for st any me

The wrivk was n pre

ol npon the world, and Craddock set
I teeth, elung to the wheel and hoped

ngninst hope thnt o the maddencd rosh I.I"I':i v ,..._.- b .m R i s
of the disahied vessel no I'l’l"li," roof M e I, and i was bis nvontive gon
Ins which salved the peolilem that con

might loomw up out of the night to check
e In ey wikl eareer.
Later—amd the time seemml Intermi

fromied thm

The wleimd oy wus storsd o the bold

pable to Craddock—he heard the voles amddshilps, wiml f rigeing tackle ey
of hie friend enalling to him ont of the DOMICT I L0 dle ok Dhens, after e
dirkness,  Conselotsness had roturneg Pl T fhe) sl In Shraw
to liim. He was not dead. and present. 117 @ #X pound stibt with a. lioe at-
iy they stood side by side at the wheet, T80hed Throuch the aperiove. AL Seat |
four hunds grasping the spolps. for 1 | 11 Sould nof Lear the woight of & child,
was more than two hands conld do bt @t st thie peoJectile sojnghow be
nold them stesdy. Conversation way CH@¢ wodsol and Craddodh. betng the
inpessibie, for the roaring of the Wi ligtiter of tiw tivo, esmasol thn UASE 0f
cilmigne, | : within the embhitnsare

pest  anuibflated every othors  souiil
The battened hatehes kept the water
ont of the solwonse’s hold; otberwise (RHIRAN Il wend whien he pecsrnad the
she woukl brve ffled At the first on. WO Bies act to sworll with o will, so
shaught of the wind, R¥ and hy Thoer- that they wonn pevisbled a enee and sufe
gensen leaned nearer to Craddock amd, THeans of avcent and diweonit, amd with
placiog  his lips  olose against  Lis the early Wworuing of another day ey
frioml’s ear. shouted; began thelr tour of exploration
“Sehooper Jonal, Captain Craddock, ' The ope o102 thiroigh wihig by (ley s
with 4 eargo of fools, cleared rom Da- e dto the monntaln Wed Judeed 8
tavia bound for hades, &b, Crad. And orevice whieh extetdal from tist (Ryint

we'll* — epward W the summit. altbhough It

The Norweglan never compléted that plerced se Mobor down, aml was s

of gt dari awd fortddding plvee. he
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