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was In the old time, and It
was the obl story. A man

and a maid var under a tres, |

a lttle st st thelr feet
and the Jush soummer sl aroynd,  The
land was wild and beautitul,  The cul
tivated felds to be scen by o bird
above thelr beads wore only  Hitle,
frregular islands grouped through the
pea of forest. Near the palr—that is,
pot balf a wile sway stood the lar-
gest and best furmbouse within many
miles, It bad a frame additon bullt

In front of the alder log structure, &

big, rough, grassy yard, and at one slde

& garden equally divided between fow- | sy s (aaubiy aii bein so dreadfol |

ers and vegetables

Two stout dames sat on the bhack gal-
lery, one knitting, one with folded
hands.

“1 tell you, Betty," said the idle one,

*]1 don't give my approval to the way

you're a-lettin Lucindy carry on. That
gnl Is the talk of the county.”™
“Now, S8ist' Emmy." replied the

other In an aggrteved, long soffering |

tone, “that's a turrible way to talk.
It's oujust. “The talk of the county,” "™
sbe repeated, faring into a little un
usual vigor of ptteranee, “sounds as If

the poor ohilil bad done somethin dis- |

respectable, and  goodness  knows 1
don’t know seuce when there's & law
In the land that a gyirl's got to marry
afore shoe's ready.”

“rhe tronble with that gal,” sald
Sixt’ Fmmyr, “pears to be that she
won't git marcied when she Is ready.”

It was the bellel of her relatives that
Mrs. Emwelitne Slmms persisted In say
lug “gnl” for the express purpose of
mortifying et Irelth them  and
that she purticolarty loved to so desig-
nate Lucindas, Lucinda belng the source
of cortaln lunovations In the family
Snglish,

“Thers ! sits out there,” sald Mrs. |

Slimms, poluting 1o the palr visible as
small blots under the distant feathery
walout tree, “a-lettin that poor fool

spark her and as like as nouv a-lettin

him "pint the day ag'ln, and then she'll
go kick over the traces ouce more at
the last minute. And, talk about beln
the talk of the county, do you reckon,
Hetsey Ann, that anything is a-goln to
be wnore talked about on the footstool

than & gal breakin off her woddin after
they've begun to bake the eake? Do |

you?r"

“Now, Bizt' Emmy,” begnn Lucinda's
mother, exactly us before, “you know
there was mighty litle cake baked.
You'd fest come and hadn't fairly got

{uto the frult enke, and Lucindy never |
let it get that fur afore, and she won't |
ag’'ln, 'cept she's goin throngh with It |

You forgit the feelin’s of n gyirl. They
don't allus know thelr own minds.

Ethan Simms is only your nephew by |
marriage, and Lucindy's your own .

blood niece, aud my feelin's 18 hurt, |
Sist' BEmmy"—

“Betty Ann, don't begin like that. |
You know I'm as fond of Loclndy as If |
she was my own child, hut you m-mrl

did have no gover'ment, and 1 do say
that to have all this courtin startin up

ag'ln wlt.h that eejet—1 think the man's |
bewitehed—when it was scan’sl enough :
to have the weddin broke off after the |

lnvitea wan out”— Mrs. Simms stop-

ped an Instant, then escaped the laby- |

rinth of her own sentences by cutting
through directly to the wmnin matter.
“The gal ought to be made to drop
him or take him."”

“Seems as If 1t's more Ethan's busi-
ness than y—than anybody else's, aml
he ‘pears mighty auxions wot to be

dropped, whether he's takon or not."
“Humph! Ethan's a plumb eejet— |

far be auy depyin of that from me— '

but Lucindy Is full as eager about !
keepin him danglin as he s, and you
dom't lift your finger nbout It. 1 don't

know why the Lord sends famblies to,

women with no gover'ment, but he
most certalnly do.”
Of course her own capriovs were ||m

belng discussed by Loclndn and her |

lover under the walout tree. Trath to

tell, these caprices had always furnish !

od them with conversational material

& commodity which otherwise they of- |

ten must have lncked
For four years (hey had been “court

In," and three thines a wedding day bad |

been set. The last tlime, only three

wonths before, the usual petreat by

the unstable Locinda had been delayed

as we have already learned, ol pab

Helty and general conderfination were
« Itx well merited portion.

Lucimia now stood under the walout |

tree a Inmentably attractive amd ap
pealing figure of a culprit.  She was
ounly a slip of a thing, though 10 years
were quoted warningly to her.  There
were few unmarried girls b the setth
ment so old

Little, tricksy brown curls bnd =lip

ped from the bands and koots she tried |

#0 hard to keep smooth. Her brown |
eyes wore swimming In toears which
were falling one bP one over brown
chevkn ns round as a child's, She
knotted Ler hands In ber apron, though
it was her best one and Just jroped, s
she said

“1 do eare about you, Ethan; you
know | do | want to marry you some
tiwe; yomt koow [ do. Bar—but 1 don’t
s ready to settle down right off
It looks sort of dreadful—evorything
all ixed one way then for the rest of
your life. | Hke belng a gyirl™ On this
last word this frivolous vonng person
eanght her breath and began to soh

*You wouldn’t think that a way If
you cared for me” sald the seat
Ethan gloomlly, pradlent!y keeping !
honest, dust colored head furned from
the melting sight beside him

] would, too-0a. A gyirl ain’'t like a
man.”

“No'm: you're right, they ain't Tt
says in all the hnok< that wom
withouten no beart 1 man's dostroy
er. That's the “pinion af the wi
men.”

It was sunset before the two eould
abandon the delights of quarreling and
return to the hogse There the stir of
getting a company supper made & plc
ture  of Kaleldoscople activity, half
homely, half weird, agalnst the soft
twilight of the woods amd delds. From
the kitchen a browd, shifting flare of
firelight shone forth, throogh which
dark, turbaved fgures flitted deftly

L]

o, Whike elilidrer nodd o n!l vujnes |
nried shieow apgassieel o “ajrepril on
erery sl M T =) " s woths |
er, trentad Ethan aty vilumive lise-
pitaliyy lutrtided e for what we
might eall  the aidl  tuliMersnce
shown by L -

It shew T Yo and delight-
[ ful n ton's was | wa's wiscomduet
| thant theds afornoon it ! displaced the
prtuipl hietse of the bonr, aisd that &
[T T v e Fiopos snd Biban

were sloppl g overnight » ith the Todds
un thedr way (0 4 wedding. Lucinda
was to go with thewi, aod on the mor-
row (e thrve were toomet ot A borse- |
back Journey of 3% m'les niore was the
price, or the premium. for this socisl |
L8 o g T |

‘If you had any proper shame,” said |
Mrs Simms that night after the candle |
was out, thking an unfalr advantage
of the fact that she was sharing Lucin-
da's bed. “you'st be too bhumbied to
shiow your fuce ot o weddin, nu-l-w'.tll
Eihan ton! I'd never show my face |
with you If \llllr Anson warn't m]'|
wwir eonsin's  steplaughter and hoer

thin skinned about the way Sarah’s
kin treats her. Now, praise the Lonld,
this Is the last upsettin botheration
Sarab'll have to bhoave with Milly, and
she's been trial enough, for a more gad-
dle pated Ay -up-the-creek than that
pusty faced gal this settlement ain't
never seed.  Mowsomwever,” Mes. Simims
guickly added, remembering ber texr,
“tain't becomin in me to talk long's
shie nln't never done nothin to ekal my

| own flesh and blood niece, 1 tried hard

enongh yesterday to get that fool of
oy to go on with me to ol Squire
Hunt's for the night, i he fest vowed
thnt he'd eonme here of DAry o step to
o weddin would he stir, e aln’t no
respeck for hisself. 1 can't see what
wse 0 woman's got for sich s sowf
mush of n man"

This balt failed of a bite. Mindful of
the morning's carly start, Locindn was
successfulle giving her exclusive atten-
tion to the business of getting 1o sleep.
She was pot golng to disturb berself.
She might shed tears of repentance
when with Ethan. Bhe bnd none to
spend for Aunt Emmy's delectation,
I'rolably she comprehended that Annt
Emmy was well pleased at the worst,
She adored Lucloda and loved dearty
1o ke her Yiave her own way., Her
vanlty was gratifisd for the whole sex
at the dariug with which the girl risk
o the loss of a lover and kept Lim,
and she had an unsurpassed oppurtu-
nity for the dear joy of hectoring her
younger slster, the poor Iady without
“gover'ment.” 1o fact, she was never
hetter pleased In her life.

The wun was Just rising pext da,
when the three horses were bronght up
to the great wooden block by the front
gate,  And such a day as it was, all
gold lighted blue and gold steeped dewy
greonness!

“What's keepin Locindy? Does the
gul think we're Jest n-goln to tne fork
of the rond and that she's got halfen
the day to spend puttin a ridin skyert
over her head ¥ fussed Mrs. Simms as
she gathered up the copperas dyed cot-
ton folds of her own traveling costumm
and gave a final adjusting punch to the
saddlebage.

“Lucindy! Lucindy! Come out tere ™
called her mother sharply. desiring to
demonstrate ber denled powers of fam- |

dhan was treated with on effusive hos-
pltatity.

lly disciplipe, “What alr you doin

keepin everybody waltin? ot down

that baby. You're oanly gettin him

resdy to ery when be sces you're a-go-

In. You, Rowe, take that baby roun’ to

| the kitchem. Now, pick up thar snack

basket and come along.™

“She ought to be goin 1o her own
weddin, oughto't she”™' sald Ethan to
the sympathetic mother as he Hited his
bLright faced, springing sweetheart luto
the saddie. No horse blocks for them,
It you please.

“1 wonldn’t be goln if it was my own.
I'd be stayin, and I'd bhave to lose all
thls yere blessed ridin,” sald she. That
small saying was afterward remetn
| bered and was quoted for many years

l among the Todds as If it were & wittl-
| elsin, but now It passed without more
| Botiee than an Irrelevant speech

‘Well, bless you, boney,” sald her
mother ns she settled her akiris for her,

| Surely It was not to be expected that
| Rovernment should always prevall aud
| erosstess be the rule of life.

Lucinda was not without a show of
renson in reckoning this rlde as a pleas
are overbalancing the pomp and pride
of matrfimony, Al day they ambled
on, with only woods and fGelds about
them, and were oftenest and longest in
the depths of the sun threaded, fra.
grant forest twilight, evervthing but
the road beneath their feet untonched,
pristine, primal, as If man had npever
been. Ah, who has such jonrneys
now?

Aunt Emmy was as softly accommao
dating as poor Mra Todd herself conld
have been amd often covered mile after
mile, riding on abead without ohee
directing her tuninel of & sunbonnet be
hind her. Luclnda’s bonnet was gener-
ally hanging backwand over her shonl
ders, Poor Luecinda's reputation for
beauty was sadly Injured by ber hrown
skin—milky whiteness was of all things
most admired In b world—but she
took the sweel with the bitter and nb
solved  heorself  from  the elabornte
swathings amd bleachings which were
the comamunity’s tribute to msthetle
intoresia

“A little more or a little less don't
matter when one Jdip more would bave
sent me to the kitchen anyhow™ she
ileclared  when entreated to return
from the light of heaven ioto the
cavernous depths of the prevalling sun-

i -
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and has been mado under his per-
sonal supervision since its infancy.
Allow no one to deceive you in this,
All Counterfeits, Imitations and * Just-as-good " are but
Experiments that (ritle with and endanger the health of
Infants and Children—Experience against Experiment.
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