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have passed the two men on thelr way
up.  Btuart stood In the Lttle path e

The
rising

teping, with his heart trembling
great ploes soblod upder the
wind. Far below the lghts of Clhan-

plen gleamed here and there through | 5

the falling snow. And never had S
art Duncan loved Rhenn Dwight as at
this moment, when the torror of the
fear possessed and choked Lim that she
bad wandered out uto the treacherous
pits und wns perbaps even now lylog
at the bottom of obe of them dead or
dying. He prayed as be stood there,
“My God, my God, savé ber, for [ love
ber wore au ..ly Neet™
CHAPTER VIIL
COMPLICATIONS,
Btuart hod known every foot of Cor-
plshitown os o boy and was fomilisre
even pow with ost of the curlous lit.
tle lapes and paths that cot It across
and tracked up and down the side of
the great hill like the marking of some |
tle gawe. ‘There was probably
80 otlier place just lke It In Amerien.
The prospecting holes were of various
depths. Eome of them hnd eaved 1o at
the saldes and were slusped Hie ol cel
lars or clsterns with masses of rub-
bish at the bottom, Others were wells,
anywhere from 50 te 100 feet desp.
and esposiolly  dangerous in winter,
when the snow, lodging on bushios
growiog about the shaft's mouth, art-
JSully eoncesled the loonlity of danger
It was Btuart's frat thought when be
ealmed hlmself to thiok nnd aet that
Rbena had attempted to make a short
cut by one of the miners’ paths from
the upper part of the scttlement of
Cornlabtown to Champion and In the
dark and confusleon cavsed by the

shange which snow makes In the ap-
pearance of old landmarks had stum-
bled Into ome of the shnfts. Under this
convietion he mn back to the house
where Rheoa hod been and from which
he had Just come binwelf, and, begging
& lantern, he started out on @ path
which at frst In his torror he had for-
gotten. He hiad followed it hut a litle
way when the lantern vevenled a amall
black abject right In the center of the
path. He stooped eagerly and ple ked
it up. It was a lady’s winter glove
triumed with fur nt the wrist, e
pecognized It as Rhona's  Tle had seen
fer wearlng that kind of o glove o few
fay: before. He placed 1t in his pocket
and went on a8 fast ns he dared, eager
sod yet dreading with o borror he nev-
er felt before the possiblo discoveris
be might make. The miner who had
come up with blm hnd gone down lo
the settlement at Stuart's sugeestlon
to rouse athers Lo come out amd joln In
the search. Bo e was alone op there
In the mysterious shadows of the pine
povered slope.  Every step he took oyer
the small, barely defined trail was ke |
& atep Into an unknown land, and yet
be was consclons, cven na he dwelt
with terror upon the strange adventurs
#0 suddenly thirust npon him, of golng
over that very path one warm summer
day when n boy only 10 years old, and
the smell of the balsams as they gave
out thelr pecullar pungent odor in the
warmth of the sun secnwed to e In hils
penss pow. Several persons had evl |
deutly been over the path that very
day, for the snow was trodden down,
and the marks of fieel were not yet
wholly covered by new snow.

Quite a long distance from the place
where the glove was found Stuart
came to an old stuimp which marked a
glant ploe of many years before,  The
path tumed about the foot of this
stump, and on the other side of It as he
strode up, proying in his hoart for |
merey and safoty to bLe shown this
woman, be saw bher 1ying =0 =011 aod |
white that he dared not think what it
might mean, She hud fallon over a |
mass of ore that hnd rolled into the
path, and one band and arm lay l
stretched out directly over one of the
most dangerous plis on the LWl 8o |
pear had she been to Instant death!

With & cry Stuart caught ber up,
Sl bhe dared pot question whether
what he beld was alive or dend.  Tle
sald to himself he would not ask, e
knew she was not consclovus, 1T moved
now with more of Instinet than by
sight or reason, feeling Lis way down
the MIL Mo sevemed to feel contident
that be would not fall inte any of the
shafts with this burden, and with n
strength and purpose that meved him
with even more than his nsunl determl
pation he went on down, keeping be
fore hiw Die glimmering laht of the
pearest cottage. Floally Iw hind reach
od & cross path to the one he Lind first
entered and In which Kbena had met
with her accldent. The lizght from-the
cottage bad disappeared. [Te was now
1o & hollow or depression of the slopo
which had sometimes been need by the
mioers for a rough roadway to one part |
of the Davis mine, and as be entered it
he thought that he conld feel mther
than see shiat tracks had recently been
made through the bollow, 1le went
down very eantiously. Rhenn was willl
unconsclous.

(1

Suddenly a sound came to Sioart

from above. He stopped and Ustened,
It waa the sound of sleighbells. [l
could not trust his hearlng nnd listened

more lutently. Yos that was too comn
mon & sound in Champlon every winter
to be mistaken. As he listened and
Jooked up Into the opaque space Nlled
with smow which fell straight down In
the hollow where the wind was cut off
& borse emorged lke a great shndow
and & vague rough outline of some
thing behiml

Btuart shouted, and (he next lnstaut
be knew that there was ouly one mag
In all Champlon or DPe Mott, or for thut
matter in the entire muge. who would
dare drive up or down Cormishiows

! dolng.

there holding his preclous burden.
“Whon! Steady there, Ajax!™ eried

He senie her Lping so still and white,

the volce of the  t ¢ from the cut-
ter, which bouad 1 0w of the hole all
right and entd o sight agaln, like a
snowplow o. an engine just after

plunging ent of a drift.
“Doctor!” cried Stuart.  “Thank
God! Quick! Miss Dwight! She s

dend or dying! 1 found her uncon-
wious on the upper trail!™

e erowded through the snow up to
the slde of the cutter and placed Rhe-
w on the weat beside the astonlshed
doctor,

“Well,
Filvation Army drum all to pleces!
an’t escape from pructice even In
Cornifhtown hellow. You take the
prize for furnishing material on the
ipot.  Are there any more of the army
dead or wounded or dylug around
bore ¥ -

“Hurry, dgetor! Save her! Ray, Ia
she dying? 1s she serionsly huort ¥

“Humph! Well, T tell you, Stuart,
she's & plucky lass, and It's ten to one
thnt she's dangerously hurt. No; sha's
oot dead.” All this time the doctor,
who never wasted any breath tnlking
wnd doing nothing, had been examinlng
the condition of Mheun. “We'll got her
right down to the town as faet ns posst-
ble. Come, Jump in and bold ber. 1
onn't detve and tend to bher too,”

well, If this doesn’t beat the
I

Btuart did as directed, and the horse |

lunged forwaml at the doctor's word,
It seemed to Btunrt that the doctor wos
mud to drive nt such o pace,

“Do be eareful, doctor! You'll kill us
all! Go slower! Stuart gonsped ns he
beld Rhena and breathlesaly brgeed
himself against the hack of the outter,

“You've got your hamds full withoot
driving.” was all the satlafuction Sty-
art could get, and before he could utter
much mwore pemonsteance they were
out of the dangerous part of the hol
low and hsd strock nto the begluning
of the road that led down to Champion.
From that polnt the two men did not
speak untll the doctor relped Ajax up
In front of Rhena's lodging, He had
chosen to go right on lustead of stop-
plng at any of the cottages where the
necommodations for help were so men-
ger.  The doctor earrlid Rhena Into
her room and left Stuart outside with
the cutter. When Baxon finally enme
out, e was able to bring Stuart good
pewn, It was a case of unconsclous-
pess from a bad fall, but he did not
fear pny serious consequences,

They were standing by the cutter
talking together, when one of the wom-
en looked from the door and ealled the
doctor.

“Oh, doctor, will you see If Miss
Dwight's glove I out there anywhere?
She's lost one of them.”

“Shake that role, Bioart,” sald the
doctor as be faxhed the lantern aroumd
on the sidewalk and about the cutber,
*Like as oot it's down In the bottom
somewhere, Don't you find it? he
asked, pot noticing what Stuart was
Gelling o answer, e shouted
back: *It's not here, ma'am!  Muost
bhave droppdl it on the way down™
The woman shot the door, and the doe
tor sald, “Get ln, Stoart, and I'll take
you home.”

Stoart climbed late the cutter with-
out & word. As the doctor sented him-
self aodd Ajax was about to make his
usunl wild plunge up the street Stu-
art sald, "l have Miss Dwight's glove
In my poeket, doctur, and | am golng
to keep It

*“What's that!" exclalmed the doc-
tor. He was nearly twice Stuart's age
and had known Wim all bis lfe.  Sto-
art did oot kuow dny one to whom be
felt ke telling his secret more than
to the dacior,

“HBuat what's the good of one glove.

Stunrt?y e doctor was oot goite
sire that Bieact wanted 1o toll him all

‘T wenn 1o have thetn both” roplied
Btuart frankly, looking right luto the
loctor's fam O Friemd, 1 you
sor that 1 am In love with her aod at
the very highest point of my life al
ready bevnuse of tY”

Stunrt spoke logder than be  bhad

moeaut 1o, forgetting that persons were
passing nlong the aidewnlk. Sevornl
of the Salvation Army people bind gone
op to Rhena's lodgings to lnquire about
ber. It Is not probable that any heard
Btuart, but the doctor suddenly struck
Ajax, and the cutter whirled [oto the
suare and darted across one of the
Magonals. Close by the band stand
the doctor pulled up as suddenly as he
bad started and sald abruptly,
walt for you."

“Walt for what?™ exclalmed Btuart,
astonished,

“Why, 1 thought may be you might
want o go up Into the stand and (el
all Champlon that you were In love
with Miss Dwight"™

“hapk you, doctor, 1 bave been

|
{ thiinking of that,” replied Stoart. |
—
Me Lod grown very thoughiful sun | J
[ demly. s lfe bad operd out lue n .,....'wda-ilﬂ'llm
D snodheer possibility with this pew oxpe- | S
rhivgsin IFe was consclous of e hear *“:‘_
e wpobt all the rest of the profilems i » Eraal
that knocked at Uig betrt and mind | ;;”.“.—.:Lu-
for amswers, and wbhen bhe hade' th | [T
| doetnr good nlght be went luto the |  Fhia

house thrilled through with the most
profound conviction and persuasion
that his lfe wonld sbhape this way or
"that aecording to the response of Rhbo-
lna Dwight's soul to bl lle was star
Itled as for the first Ume bLe realized
how #trang his feeling was and bow
fittle Le kpew of Lers. What could
gho be to b with all the socin) differ
vhice betwoen thew? It is troe he bad
leome to & place whore social difers
lvoces connted for very litte with him,
bt bow could fe tell what she might
Cthink now that ber Lfe woved on the
plnne of SBalviation Arny nwilods? Aud
Ilhrll there was lils money and all, She
had deliberately moved out from the
| world of wenlth and fashion In which
| e still remialned, of which he was yot

a part. They were separated ln this
wiy by a great gulf of diference, Un
the other band, be reflectsl, they had
' one great nnd common bond of sympn-
| thy In thelr Christan faith. After ail,
| wis not that stronger than anything
clse? What wepe conditions or artli-
clal soclal distinetions by the side or
the all powerful onencss of  splrit
| which diseiples of the Master possoss
il in commeon? It was with that bast
| thoughit on his beart that he Boally
want to rest.

He did pot speak to Loulse or his
aunt of the evening's sdventure whvn
|lu raw them in e morning s
statenient of the evening wfore o
| ceralng LS feclings toward Hhona bad
| deiven the two wolen lnto a position
of hostility to L that okd not Wl lo-
Jm('i]iuh- expression (o words, but was
very apparent none 1l Lonilse
wiis angry o think that hor attempls
Jlu decelve Ihenn mbeht aml prohahly
lwould result o oothlug  Aunt Rogal
Ignored the snbject detnitely, but there
was o mistaking her oitlre spposition
|to Stuart's present attityde. 1L was
troe whe did pot anderstand bhim, Bog
[ nrt wis too engrosamd in Lits perplexh
tlea and plins and too maeh absorbed
(in the uew Hife to feel all this very
deeply, and set it showed hlm bow
:aqnurr-l_r hils new Wie was liconceforth
to conttiet with the olid,

[ It wis twao days after that that Sty
art, Brele and Atdeew et pain to talk
aver watlers, this e at Brie's eol-
ftage.  Ithena hind peeoversl. She was
up and doing part of Ler work, 8tu
art had enllind (o Inguire after her, bt
' had not seen her.  He could not holp
feeling that when he (1) Love an op
portunity to speak It would be an

eventful meotlug for Lhio, e hnd o
hertted a Inrge portlon of hls futher's
nbrupt determination of condoet and
action. All 1thin fucally, intensified In
apother direction under the lnfluence of
Lis spiritual awakening, burned  as
strong as in the old Binart, only for
nnother purpose.  Paul was Saul Chirls
tinnized,
ilkely to act In marters that reguived
declslon with as much quickness s
the old Stuart, ouly with a larger and
truer vision of the meaning of the ae
tlon.

The three men met with a more sorl
onr nnd thopghtful bearing than at the
other meeting. Every day o Cham
plon now Intensitied the sitantion amd
Inervtssd the sum total of suMerlng
There was no outward slegn of the
lon weakening, The winter Lnd set lo
deflnltely, and it looked very mnch ns
It the mines bhad clowed down for the
setizon,  Stuart remembered one win
ter when the mines hud elossd for o
month through actlon of the owners in
order to force up the price of ore. That
was when he was a boy
remember something of the -1[1'.*:1:1.:
at that time
Indnitely worse,

“Erle, you have more Inflnence with
the men than any oue on the rmoges
Can't yon persuade the gulon to Jdo
something to arrive at a declsion™
asked Stuart o little vaguely. He was
feellng nround after answers to o thon
mind questions, and bhe startesd the ik
almlessly becanse he was preoceuapied

And the new Stuart was as |

e could still |

Now It promlsed to be |
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