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pever could get unmlxed” added An
drew fravkly. “1 pever wirote a hook
ia'my Hfe, but 1 belleve Champlon 1s
tull of material for 1"

“Perhaps some one will put us into
8 #ory snme thime ™ enld Staaer con
templatively, “Meanwhile, my dear
frienda, to the realities of onr present
condittons. Every man could probably
write ane good story If be bad to, At
any rate, we live a story o our oy
Hves, and | am beginning to learn that
every buman being 18 a tragedy-a
possible one, 1 mean. Rioee | heenme
A Christian™- -Stuart spoke with a dig-
aity that could be called nothing less
thas revercotial-=1 see 8 new world,
I uynderstand Paul's statement: ‘If any
man ba in Chelst, be I 8 new ereaturs,
Ol things Lave pasped away., Be
bold, all thizgs are become pew!? Apd
among them all nothing s so new to
me a8 human beings,”

"They wevie pretty old and common-

o nie sowethmes,”™ sald Erle.
“But 1 belleve 1 Snow what you mean.”

*1 don't bellere you do wholly., But
T'll let you think you do. Now, we are
golog to sev If three men of Lralns and
willlugiress, with an Interest ln hnman-
Ity, can do anything to help solve some
of the questions that hiave been throst
into wome of our own lves.  Flrst, say,
there is the money part of 10"

Stoart paused, and Andrew looked
thoughtfu'ly vver st him. Al three
men were now ot a4 point where the
conversation and thelr obijoect In confer-
ring togother had shut out everything
but the most lntease and absorbing In-

i

“Well,” sald Eric at last, with his
usual bluntness, “you're the only one
that has any money. It's for you to
be done on that line.”
ecan figure out,” con-
it he had not heard
left by father s

nelghborhood of £4,000,.
of It Is In the mines and
equipment. Father had full con
trol of the property at his death and
practically operated the mines as the
company. You know, Erle, how father
managed. While the other ranges went
{nto the hands of stockholders, leaving

the

a few men In contral with a surplus of |

atock, father worked along from the
time be was a captaln In the Beury
mine, running all the business hy him-

self. It Is practically In the same shape '

mow. 1 conld wmell out in ordinary
times for $2,000,000. The mines turned
out under father's managewent won.
dertully remunerative. Then there Is
pearly $1L000,000 that | hold In trost
for Loulse, That of course ls hers to
do with as sbe cliooses, The remaluing
nt It conld
be converted Into enxli nt auy time and
s entirely under wy control”

“Then you have 1,000,000 o spend 7
asked Andrew simply.

“Yes; It amounts to that. Of course
the mines pay for themselves whille
they are running. This $1.000.000 rep-
resents savings, accumulations In the
business, profits. Most of It was made
in less than fve years.”

The men were all silent agalo, There
was & good deal of hard thinking go-
fog on. Btuart spoke first:

“The question pow I« ‘How can this
money best be used 1o the glory of
God? How wonld you use it if It was
yours, Andrew?" LHe asked the gues-
tion suddenly, turning to the minlster,
who sat close by the wlle with one

resting on It close by one of lls
vorite plants.

Andrew stared at Stuart and did not |
know what to say. At last Le exclaim- |

ed: “That's a very hard question to an-
swer. In my wildest Jdreams 1 never
approached the edge of n thought of a
million dollars to sperdd. 1 never had
over a thousand dollars a year In my
life. I should think a million dollars
would buy up all the bothouses o the

Ualted States, and as for rare specl- |

mens—well, it takes my breath away to
imagine what a million dollars would
do. But off the ftrack. Yes 1
know what wean. It =0t o ques-
tion of what I could got for mywelf, but
what I could get for other people, and
I am loeclined to belleve it 1s harder to
% money for others than for your

“1 don't know about that" Lroke In
Erle. *“1 have always belloved If 1
had a million doflars to spend In Clinm
plon I conld make good use of 11"

*Go on, Eric: tell what you would
do,” sald Stuart, turning to Lim.

“Well, for one thing." spoke Pric,
his dark eye glowing nuder the tmpulse
of his idea. “1 would build a honse or
ball dedicated to the cause of Jabor,
I would have It In the conter of every
usetul and Inspiring llea that eould
elevate and enlarge a man's mind,
senaibllities and affections 1 would
bhave a platform there on which the
best apeakers, singers and preachers
could bring thelr messages to the pen

ple. T woull put two of the greatest |
Joys of the world within ensy renching |

distance of every workingman In
Champlon—1 mean music and flowers,

They would bo under the roof of this

::;lﬂlll dedicated to the common oo

“Oh, T bave lain awake many a night

planning out the spending of other |

people’s money for my peaple™ salt
Brie, with & smile that was saidder
than tears. “The heartache. oh. the
beartache. T have felt at the wastol
music and perfume of God's rich earth!
And If I had money to use I eould
bring some of these things close to the
lves of these men and brothers whose
Nives are spent noderground, who lve
ke animals. as if God bad never made
the birds ® sing and the violets to
bloom. 1 almost hesitate to say to you
two what 1 have felt as | hare koown
of the rich and petted men and women
of soclety wasting thelr money by tle
millions on thelr own narrow, selfish

pleasure while Miousands of We clill | to belp (n the solution. 1_"’“""‘1

| % of the street and the mine pever

lwegrd any sound sweeter thah A coarse
tiote from an wntrained volee or felt
fhe beanty and perfume of anything
Better than o dusty weed by the rond-
shle, Thoes wants, these Jdifferences
betweon the rich and the poor and the
miracles of pleasure for my brethren
and my own consclonsness of helpless-
pest I the matter have nlinost made
me at tinfs a hnter of men. a bias
phenyer against CGod amd all the unk
verse, Mooey!™ oried Bele nx he olineh.
ed Lis hand on his kuee, while the fuce,
pale and worn frowm the recent njury,
| glowed with the fire of Its Inward spirs
1‘ Itual agony. “If | had Just what will
Ilw- wasted (u this town this winter In
| wicked display aud foolisbiness, | could
| wake a thousand children happy for a
Wfetime and save hundreds of souls

from cursing God for ever having been |
born (oto & warld of such Inequality. 1|

| have thought sometimes | already Hyved
iIn bell lustend of earth. But Well,
excuse me. I dide't weak o gel stark-
| ed this way., I'm mistaken and narrow
and one sided and unreasonable and all
' that, ang 5o one knows It better thao 1
do. All the same, 1 am sure that as
there 2 a God who rules and Judges

there will come & dny gf reckonlng for |
the men and women who have spent

his money on thelr selfish pleasures re-
gardless of God's children who Lave
gone through life starved and parched
for the lack of the beautiful gifts of

thelr Fatber which be Intended all
. should enjoy.”
There was s sllence In the room.

Andrew went over to the window and
looked out. He came back to the ta-
ble at once and without a word cut

half a dezen of the choleest roses from |

his plants, hastily rolled them up o &

paper and without a word of explana- |

tion rushed out of the room, Erle and

Btuart could bear him tearing down

the stalrs three steps at a #me.  They

looked at each other In sflence and
then rose and went over to the win-
dow.

Crossing the square by one of the
dingonal paths cut through by the
snowplow was Mrs. Bloney, the wile
of the Injured miner, the woman who
had come In to see Dr. Saxon the day
before Stuart and Erie had been enught
in the mine, 8he was carrying a basket
on ope arm and was on ber way home
after having been down to Champlon

' from her house up on the hill  Aw
drew had beep up to see Jim several
| times
! Erle and Stuart, looking out, saw
Andrew wade through n snowdrift that
reached almost to his neck and stop
the astontshed Mrs, Binney just as she
. was turping off to go up acrows the
rallroad tracks. He gave her the roses
fn the paper. Bhe put them In her
basket aud bowed her curlously shawl-
ed and bonneted head. Andrew rushed
back, darted up stulrs, pulled a broom
out of the closet, reticed to the hall,
brushed himself off nud, coming back,
sald, panting: “Excuse me, [ am some-
times taken that way. It Is not dun-
gerous.”

“It would be a good thing If 1t was—
that Is, If It was catching.” sald Erie
significantly.
| As for Btuart, be had gone back to
his seat and was very thoughtful, in a

study over many things,

“l am wrestling with a problem

greater than any that ever challenged l

me," he sald at Jast as the others e
ymalned gulet. 1 need more wisdom
and more knowledge, I belleve, as
| Erle says, that money ean create
|miracles of & certaln sort In Cham-
| plon, but shall I say: ‘Go fo, now! Be-
/bold me! 1 am Stuart Duncan, the
['mlne owner, I have a milllon Jdollars,

1 am golog to spend this mouney for
your benefit. My friends, how will
you have it? In Hbrarles, soupliouses,
,musle, flowerse loctures, preaching, art
‘or what not? 1 am ready to Chris-
tanize, elevate, lmprove and Uft up, to
bridge over the chasms that lle be
tween rich and poor and educated and
Ignorant. You Just keep quiet, and
| the million dollars will do the rest’ Is
that the i{dea? Given, a million dol-
lars to bring In the millennlum, Is
that the rels lon between a milllon dol-
lars and a million years of paradise?
It l& not so easy. I can see the hall
dedicated to labor. That Is a poasl-
bility. And the music and the flow-
‘ers and all that. Good. But there ls a
good deal more behind and within
One thing 1 know very certaloly: |
must see for myself what the needs
jare In Champlon. [ know In a general
way, but I want to know in detail”

“There's one person can tell you all
about 16" sald Andrew,

“Who's that

“Miss Dwight.”

Stuart flushed, From where he sat
he could see the front of the Salvation
Army ball. Rhena was just going In
with one of the women belouging to
the army.
“I'm told that she ls famillar al
ready with nearly every casze of suf-
fering In Champlon” continued An-
drew. “She has even been out on the
hills as far as Cornlshtown. It's a
pokerish place lu winter, full of pit-
holes and abandoued prospecting
shafte. | wouldn't want to get caught
out there and lose my way after dark
with this new spow covering up bad
places."”

Btuart did not answer. He was look-
Ing from the window and saw Rhena
and the womnan come out of the bhall
with bundles. They crossed the street
and disappeared behind the englne
house, golng In the direction of the
Cornishtown path,

“What dil you say?' asked Stuart
suddeniy as he eame back from his Ji-
the Journey with [thena Andrew and
Erie were slrting where they 4 not
s Wit Biomrt hindd seen

“1 sald thit In cns

« s evor fall into

' hole in Cornlshtown it might be lust

s Woll to leave e s of that
tuatwey To Erie nod me,” lled An
drew, pslding at Frie b leave

At Defore you fell In. For t
are that no otie will e
around at this time of the year with a
rops to pull you oat.”™

“1 beg pardon,” =ald Stuart. “Let os
get at the subject ngain.  It's very evi-
dent we cannot settle this matter off-
hand or In A hurry. But I'm sure the
Lord will lead us to do something
right. He hasn't given us bralos aod
hearts and then left us to make fools
of ourselven, especially when we don't
want to,”

We do not need to give In detall the
afternocon’s discussion. The plan for
using the money was not fully shaped
In any deflalte way. It could not be

Even Erle was aobliged to confess
that the rlement of time was necessary
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“Horribler Awnt Royal spoico ns if sh
Haed not wndersiond hor wophs i

Ing party or “affalr,” which had been
fixed for the following week. Stuart
wius sttiong with them in the drawiog
room. There was n beaot!ful cpew fire
in the grate. The wantel aml tiling
were handsome pleces of lpoeted s
ble. The lights bad pot been turned oo
¥eb. It was not quite 7 o'clock,

“What have you devided to decornta
with? asked Louise. Sue had grent

reapect for Aunt Royal ns an autbority |

Ip all matters of soclety or entertalys

ment and deferred to her opinion withs |

out debate or dispute,

“1 think we had better have Nyphetia
roses In the front room nnd small ferns
with pearl roses In the dinlog “room.
Smilax and carnations will Le the prop-
er trimming for the lbrary and lilles of

the valley for the music rom. The

last reception I attended la Now York |

the Dupreys decorated the entire house
with lilics of the valley., The efect
| was lovely,”

“What i1 you sy It cost? asked
Btuart, ronsing blmeclf 1o take part in
the conversation. 1le Lad beand only o

part of whar Acut oval had said,

| Bhie looked over nt hier nophew o sure
prise,

| "1 didn't say. 1 beard that it cost
about $1.000, That ls a sl item for
flowers (o the Duprey roeeptions.”

| “It must hnve by

j Ise, clasping ber nads so that her dias-

amopd rings wore the most consplouons
part of hev in the light of the fire,

s

]
“I think It must bave been horeible”

sald Stuart goletly.
“Horrilile ™  Aunt Royal wpoke ns |f
| 8he had not understood Lier nephew,
“Yes;: uot the flowers, bt the use of
that much money to decorate for pleas-
| ure any wan's privite resldenee for the
enjoyment of peogle who could see
| Hles of the valley any thoe they waunt-
ed to,”
I

“Well, welll™”
| get any further,

Aunt Royal could not
Loulse broke In with

win lovely,” said Lous |
1

f

| & Imugh, |

| *Oh, Stuart's been converted lntely
fo some of the communistic socinlistic
eas,

Ject to our using roses for decoration |+ ° 1t was the worst ense of prip {ever had | Traoe Manus
pext week Lere in the house." J” Ii'_'_:';" o ;;:::r'll‘_l;wlll ':“'_‘.':.I.I:I:ﬂ. r:\‘:i

Btuart did uot say anyihing. He was

thinking of Erlc’s speceh that after- | both cold
| dor ¢ pud reennuau

noon, and Lis heart beat heavily ns he |

thought of all the wasted musle and
flowers of the earth. Who was getiln
the hest of these two great and beay-
tiful gifts of God?

Was It not the very people who were |,

ahle to pay the highest
them? Where was the right in squan-
dering & thousand dollars of God's
own money to enjoy the beauty of
flowers when people were dying of
bhunger and misery 1o the nearest teoe-
ment?
men were only trustees of the funds,
would God probably conslder that a
right use of the money? It was only

Dido't you kuow that, aunt? |
. The pext we know he will begin 1o ob- | oo s ove

ﬂll

prices for | Both ewnwh

It it was God's money and If |

ope phase of the doctrine of steward- |

ship which Stunrt bhad lately begun to
belleve In.

But Aunt Royal was not the person
to remuin silent after Stoart's use of
the word “horrilile” In connection with |
her decorative ideas as they were con- |
oeeted with secial functions. She ask-
ed, sharply for Ler:

“Do you mean to iy, Stuart, that
you think we have no riglit to use
fowers In giving pleasure to our io-|
vited guests

“No: 1 did not say that,” replied Sta-
art dryly.

“What do you mean thea |

“I ean't wake you or Loulse undor
stand me,” =ald Stoart after g pause.

“No: Stuart talks in riddles of Iate.
He thinks we arv too aristoermtie and

un-Christlan.” sald Loulsd. There wan
A snecr In ber voles which hurt Stoart
keenly

"Why (hiegatr mity it, Toulse? You
know | om thinkinge of 1he poar fami
Hes who are begluniug to suffer at this
time. Burely we ought 1o do a® much |
for thom as for ourselves,  1F we spond |
a hundred  doling o dévomte  the
rooms with Mowers for o party. we
ought to give twioe as mueh to help
feed the hungey The Dbetter way |

would be to take the money spent on

the flowers and spend It on foml”
“Whmt ™ erled Loulee angrily. “0n

the peaple wlo hnve bircueht tl;»-!r con.

dition on 1hemselves by eir own fool
mhness!  Who is o Fin for thele
belug huoery apd enl i nt them-
melves T

“The wotnen npid ™ uot to
blame, aud mrv 1l e to feel
the sulfering | viel Sruart quiet-
Iy

"Well you nn s rour maney fhat
way If you want (o, but 1 don't waste
mioe on people who dun't know when

they re well off.”
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PACIFIC UNIVERSITY - . .
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